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FROM TER 


COMMITTEE OF SECRECY. 


/ 


Mn. SPEAKER, : 

THE Committee of Secrecy appointed to take into 
conſideration the papers preſented to the Houſe 

on the 17th day of July laſt by the Right Hon. 
Lord Caſtlereagh; have directed me to report as 
follows : | ens 


OUR Committee, in reporting upon the papers re- Appendis 
ferred to them, find it neceſſary to recall the atten- No. 1. 

tion of the houſe to a report of a fecret committee of No. II. 

the Lords in the year 1793, as alſo to the reports of ſe- and III. 

eret committees of both houſes of the late parliament, 

& preſented in the courſe of the year 1797. | 


3 Your committee find that the allegations ſtated in thoſe 
reports are fully confirmed by further evidence and by ſub- 
# ſequent events; and the facts they contain, connected o_ 


| 8 


1 4 11. 


the information ariſing out of the preſent enquiry, will 


enable the houſe to trace, in all its parts, the conſpiracy 
carried on by the party ſtiling themſelves United Iriſhmen, 


from its firſt appearance under the pretext of reform till it 
connected itſelf with the foreign enemy, and broke out 


Into a wide and extended rebellion, 


Before your committee proceed to trace the extenſion 
and progreſs of the ſyſtem of treaſon ſince the period of 
the laſt report, (the orginization of which at that time 
appeared to have been in a great degree confined to the 
northern counties, but ſhortly after extended itſelf 


throughout other parts of the e they are deſirous 


of adverting to the prominent facts eſtabliſhed by former 
enquiries, and to the meaſures adopted by the govern- 
ment to meet the dangers which then, and at the period 
immediately ſubſequent to the laſt report, exiſted in the 
province of Ulſter. „ 


The ſociety under the name of United Iriſhmen, it 


-appears, was eſtabliſhed in the year 1791; its founders 


held forth what they termed Catholic Emancipation and 
Parliamentary Reform, as the oſtenſible objects of their 


| | - Appendix union : but it clearly appeared from the letter of 'Theobald 
0, 1. 


Wolfe Tone, accompanying their original conſtitution, 
as tranſmitted to Belfaſt for adoption, that from its com- 
mencement the real purpoſe of thoſe who were at the 
head of the inſtitution, was to ſeparate Ireland from 
Great Britain, and to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed conſtitution 


of this kingdom: in corroboration of which your com- 


mittee have annexed to this report ſeveral of their early 
publications, particularly a proſpectus of the ſociety which 
appeared in the beginning of the year 1791; as alſo | 
T7 plan of reform which they recommended to the peo- | 
ple, EE Ts ” ; 


For the firſt three years their attention was entirely di- 
rected to the engaging in their ſociety perſons of activity 
and talents in every quarter of the kingdom; and in pre- 

„ pairing 


5 
pairing the public mind for the future purpoſes by the 
circulation of the moſt ſeditious publications, particularly 
the works of Thomas Paine. At this time however the 
leaders were rather cautious of alarming minds not 
ſufficiently ripe for the adoption of their principles by the 
too open diſcloſure of the real objects they had in view. 


In 1795 the teſt of the ſociety underwent a ſtriking revi- 
ſion; the words in the amended teſt ſtand “ a full re- 


N 


| preſentation of all the people, omitting the words “ in XXIV. 


the Commons houſe of Parliament ;”* the reaſon for which 
has been admitted by three members of the executive 
examined before your committee to be the better to re- 


No. 


concile reformers and republicans in a common exer-XXXI. 


tion to oyerthrow the {tate. 


In the ſummer of 1796 great numbers of perſons, No. VI. 


# principally in the province of Ulſter, had enrolled them- 
ſelves in this ſociety. About the fame period, as will 


be more fully explained hereafter, a direct communica- | 


tion had been opened by the heads of the party with 
the enemy, and French aſſiſtance was ſolicited and pro- 
= miſed to be ſpeedily ſent to aid the diſaffected in this 
kingdom. e | 


With a view of being prepared as much as poſlible to Ih. 


co-operate with the enemy then expected, and in order 
to counteract the effect of the armed aſſociations of yeo- 
manry eſtabliſhed in October 1796, directions were iſſued 
by the leaders to the ſocieties to form themſelves into 


military bodies, and to be provided with arms and am- 


munition, 


4 Theſe direQions were ſpeedily obeyed ; the ſocieties 
7 aſſumed a military form; and it appears by the original 
papers ſeized at Belfaſt in the month of April 1797, 


that their numbers at that period in the province of No. II. 


= Viſter alone were ſtated to amount to nearly 100,000 


men. That they were very largely ſupplied with fire- 
arms and pikes; that they had ſome cannon and ammu- 


| T1 
nition, and were diligently employed in the ftudy . of | 
| military tactics; in ſhort, that nothing was neglected by 
| the party which could enable them to take the field on the | 

arrival of the enemy, or whenever they might receive 


orders to that effect from their ſuperior officers, whom 
| | they were bound by oath to obey. | 
ll | To deter the well- affected from joining the yeomanry ; 
l|. corps, and to render the adminiſtration of juſtice al. 


together ineffectual, the moſt active ſyſtem of terror was | 

put in operation; perſons enrolled in the yeomanry, ma- 
iſtrates, witneſſes, jurors, in a word: every claſs and de. 

| iow of people who ventured to ſupport the laws, 

5 became objects of the moſt cruel perſecution in their 

perſons, property, and even in the line of their buſineſs; 


and profeſs an adherence to the party, as a means of ſe. 
curity. 1 7 


and multitudes were compelled to take their illegal oaths, d 


In the latter end of 1796, and beginning of 1797, the r 
loyal inhabitants of Ulſter ſuffered moſt ſeverely from the 
depredations of the United Iriſhmen ; throughout the i v 
Fl province they were ſtript of their arms; the moſt horrid f 
3 murders were perpetrated by large bodies of men in open © 
1 day, and it became nearly impoſſible to bring the of. © 
| fenders to juſtice from the inevitable deſtruction that Y 
I awaited the vitneſſes or jurors who dared to perform | © 
I their duty. — . At: 
| | | | | t. 
| Your committee will now ſhortly trace the meaſures * ba 
1 reſorted to for ſuppreſſing theſe diſturbances, and for 
| extending protection to the well affected. 18 
| In the ſummer of 1796, the outrages committed by a 
| banditti, calling themſelves Defenders, in the counties of , 
- Roſcommon, Leitrim, Longford, Meath, Weſtmeath and 
Kildare, together with a religious feud prevailing in the 
36 G. z. county of Armagh, induced the legiſlature to paſs a tem- 0 

C. 20. poxrary act of parliament, generally called the Inſurrection 


(7 1 


of | 
7 WW bled; upon the requiſition of ' ſeven magiſtrates of any 
ie county afſembled at a ſeſſions of the peace, to preclaim 


power to the magiſtracy, was to have operation. 


Act, by which the Lord Lieutenant and Council were ena- 


the whole or any part thereof to be in a ſtate of diſtur- 
bance; within which limits this law, giving increaſed 


5 Many diſtricts in Ulſter in which outrages prevailed, 


1 ; occaſioned by the active and perſecuting ſpirit of the 
1s Dnited Iriſhmen, were in the courſe of the winter 1796, 
and ſpring of 1797, put under the proviſions of the ac 


that although. where the law was put in force with activi- 
ty by the magiſtrates, very beneficial conſequences were 


; found to reſult from it; yet the treaſon was then too 
„ deeply rooted to yield to this remedy; Fe 


= The parliament being aſſembled in October 1796, tlle 
dangerous progreſs of the treaſon, and the active prepa- 
rations of the enemy for the invaſion of this kingdom, 


for ſuſpending the habeas corpus act, as alſo for the 
= eſtabliſhment of the yeomanry ; — meaſures to which your 
committee feel themſelves juſtified in attributing the fal- 
vation of the country, and which being taken imme- 
diately ſubſequent to the formal alliance, concluded be- 
22 tween the Executive of the Union and the French Direc- 


their well-founded confidence in thus entruſting the de- 
fence of the kingdom and its conſtitution, to the loyalty 
of its inhabitants. 8 


2X that the eſtimate for the yeomanry as firſt laid before Par- 
liament was for a number not exceeding 20,000 men 
that in the courſe of ſix months above $7,000'were array- 
ed; and that the zeal of the country had ſo'riſen with its 
difficulties, that during the late rebellion, - the Jens 

| 5 orce 


above mentioned; and your committee have to obſerve, 


tory, at once prove the vigilance of government, as alſo 


our committee have to obſerve with great ſatisfaction, 


1 


1 were announced in the ſpeech from the throne. Bills 3) G. z. | 
were immediately brought in and paſſed without delay, C. 37. 


- <—_ 
— 


„„ | 

force exceeded $0,000 men, and might have been en. 
creaſed to a much greater extent. It is unneceſlary to re- 
cal to the recollection and gratitude of parliament. and of 
the country, the ſervices they have performed during the 
unhappy ſtruggle in which we have been engaged; ſhar- 
ing all the hardſhips and dangers, and performing all the 
duties, in common with the King's regular and militia 
forces. 1 5 . 7 


Appendix The next meaſure to which your committee beg leave | 
No. VII. to point the attention of the houſe is, the proclamation of 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council, bearing date the 6th of 


November 1796, iſſued in conſequence of the diſaffected 


having adopted a practice of marching in military array, | 
and aſſembling in large bodies, in ſome inſtances to the 
number of ſeveral thouſands, under pretence of ſaving 
corn, and digging potatoes; but in fact to terrify the 


eaceable and well-diſpoſed, and to compel them to enter 


into their treaſonable aſſociations. 


The ſame ſyſtem has ſince frequently been had recourſe 4 


to by the United Iriſhmen in other parts of the kingdom 
under various pretences, ſuch as funerals, foot-ball meet- 


ings, &c. with a view of diſplaying their ſtrength, giving : 
| 1iltances 

upon an order being iſſued, and making them more accuſ-. 
tomed to ſhew themſelves openly in ſupport of the cauſe. i 


the people the habit of aſſembling from great di 


/ 


The next meaſure to which the government was driven 
by the traitorous exceſſes of the United Iriſhmen, and to 
which your committee beg leave to advert, is the procla-- 
No. VIII. mation of Lieut. General Lake, then commanding 'in 
and IX. Ulſter, iſſued on the 13th of March, in conſequence of a 
letter addreſſed to him by the Lord Lieutenant's ſecretary, 


Mr. Pelham. 


The diſorders which called for this interpoſition of A 
military authority are ſufficiently ſet forth in the body of A 


the letter ; and your committee have only to obſerve, that 
| „ in 


- 


9 


GY * 
\ 


F 


- 4:01 

in carrying Lieut. General Lake's proclamation into effect 
no acts of ſeverity whatever were uſed by the military 
towards perſons concealing or refuſing to give up their 


arms; but that on the contrary, the ſearch for the arms 
of the diſaffeted was conducted with all poſſible mildneſs ; - 


and that when perſons voluntarily brought in their arms, 


certificates were granted by the magiſtrates, and aſſurances 
given to the people that their arms would be returned as 
ſoon as the country was reſtored to tranquillity. It muſt 
however be obſerved, that in June following, when a 


general inſurrection was decided on by the party, and 


upon the point of breaking out in the province of Ulſter, 
more vigorous means of compelling the ſurrender of arms 


were had recourſe to, under the authority of the procla- Appendix 
mation of the 17th of May ;—a meaſure abſolutely indif- No. Xx. 
penſable to the public ſecurity, and under the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, ſtrictly defenſive. T 


Of the quantity of arms which appeared by their own 


5 reports to be in the hands of the diſaffected, compara- 
tively few were obtained by the ſearch then made in 


Ulſter by General Lake's orders; and it is alſo to be ob- 


ſerved, that previouſly to, and during the circuit which 


took place in the month of April 1797, acts of violence 


of every defcription became more frequent, and were at 
the ſame time fo ſyſtematically directed, with a view to 
ſtop the courſe of 

Iriſhmen, that the crown proſecutions in the diſturbed 
counties proved from their failure an encouragement, ra- 


criminal juſtice againſt the United 


her than a reſtraint, upon the treaſonable projects of the 


party. 


The report of the ſecret committee was followed by the No. X. 
pproclamation of the 17th of May 1797, which after re- X 


oeiting many acts of outrage and rebellion that had been 


N 


1 committed, and offering pardon, with certain exceptions, 
to all perſons guilty of the faid offences who ſhould furren- 


der within the period of a month and give ſecurity for their 


| ſuture good behaviour, declared that the civil power had 


DB. proved 


. —_— « . 
2 
m—_— ———— 
— ES ordered — — 


KE 
proved ineffeual; and that it became neceflary to 1 0 


the military force for the immediate ſuppreſſion of ſu 
rebellious attempts. 


Appendix It appears to your committee, that notwithſtanding this 


No. XIV: meaſure of mercy and warning to the diſaffected, in the 


latter end of the ſame month, as will be more fully ex- 
plained hereafter, a general inſurre&ion in Uliter was 


decided on, and the plan of attack for each county ar. 


en. 


The intention tranſpired, and was defeated by the 


active exertions of the army; notwithſtanding which a 


partial riſing did take place near the mountains in the 
county of Down, where the inſurgents, finding themſelves 
unſupported, ſoon diſperſed. The effect of the meaſures} 
then adopted was immediately felt; the arms of the. dil-| 
affected, by neceſſary acts of coercion, were collected} 
throughout the province in great numbers :—the oral 
were encouraged to declare themſelves—ſuch as had been 
No. XIII. miſled, came in, in crowds, to take the benefit of the pro- 
clamation of pardon, which was extended for another 
month; outrage ceaſed, and public confidence was ſo far 
reſtored throughout Ulſter i in the courſe of the months of 
July and Auguſt, that the laws were adminiſtered with ef. 
fe& in the different counties during the autumn circuit, and] 
the manufacturing induſtry of the country was reſtored to 
its uſual vigour during the remainder of that year. Vour 
committee think it peculiarly incumbent on them to ſtate, | 


that during and ſubſequent to the aſſizes of the ſaid cir- 
cuit, the civil authority was found throughout Ulſter, | 


fully adequate to the preſervation of the public peace, and | 


that all military interference was generally diſcontinued 


from that e 


It appears to your committee, that the inferior ſocieties 
of United Iriſhmen, in general, diſcontinued their meet- 
ings; that the people applied themſelves to their ordi-| 
nary e and though ſome of che higher com: i 

| mittees | 


mittees were kept alive by the active leaders in the trea- 
ſon, yet it will appear from an inſpection of the authentic Appendix | 
reports of their proceedings, that for ſeveral months No. XIV. 
only a portion of the counties of Ulſter were repreſented 
in the provincial committee; that the others refuſed to 

ſend delegates; that little money was collected; that they 

could not ſucceed in reviving the inferior ſocieties; and 

that although they encouraged each other in the hopes of 


bringing the lower orders of the people again into action 


in caſe the enemy ſhould land, they were not able to 


make any impreſſion of conſequence, till the inſurrection 


in Leinſter was on the point of breaking forth; and your 
committee feel themſelves warranted in ſtating, that the 


beneficial conſequences ariſing from the meaſures adopted 


in the year 1797 in the north, were ſtrongly exemplified 


in the feebleneſs of the late inſurrection in that quarter, 


and in the ſpirit diſplayed on that occaſion by the yeo- 


4 manry and loyal inhabitants of the province of Ulſter. 


It appears to your committee, that the leaders of the 
treaſon, apprehenſive leſt the enemy might be diſcour- 
aged from any further plan of invaſion, by the loyal dif. 
poſition manifeſted throughout Munſter and Connaught 
on their former attempt, determined to direct all their ex- 
ertions to the propagation of the ſyſtem in thoſe pro- 
vinces, which had hitherto been but partially infected. 
With this view emiſſaries were ſent into the ſouth and 
weſt in great numbers, of whoſe ſucceſs in forming new 
ſocieties, and adminiſtering the oaths of the Union, there 
were, in the courſe of a few months, but too evident 
proofs in the introduction of the ſame diſturbances and 


enormities into Munſter with which the northern province 
had been ſo ſeverely viſited, | 


In May 1797, although numbers had been ſworn both 
in Munſter and Leinſter, the ſtrength of the organization, 


& excluſively of Ulſter, lay chiefly in the metropolis and in 
a 2 few neighbouring counties, namely, Dublin, Kildare, 


Meath, Weſtmeath, and the King's County. | 
e 1 | * 


to the acts of violence uſually reſorted to by the party, 


App. 
No. 


[ 12 3 


It is obſervable, that the counties in which Defenderiſm 
had prevailed eaſily became converts to the new doctrines; 


and in the ſummer of 1797 the uſual concomitants of 
the treaſon, namely, the plundering houſes of arms, the 


fabrication of pikes, and the murder of thoſe who did 
not join their party, began to appear in the midland 


counties. 


In order to engage the peaſantry in the ſouthern coun- 
ties, particularly in the counties of Waterford and Cork, 
the more eagerly in their cauſe, the United Iriſhmen 
found it expedient in urging their general principles, to 
dwell with peculiar energy on the ſuppoſed oppreſſiveneſs 
of tythes, (which had been the pretext for the old White- 
boy inſtructions.) And it is obſervable, that in addition 


for the furtherance of their purpoſes, the ancient prac- 
tice of burning the corn and houghing the cattle of thoſe 
againſt whom their reſentment was directed was revived, 
and very generally practiſed in thoſe counties. 


With a view to excite the reſentment of the catholics, 
and to turn that reſentment to the purpoſes of the party, 
fabricated and falſe teſts were repreſented as having been 
taken to exterminate catholics, and were induſtriouſly 
diſſeminated by the emiſſaries of the treaſon throughout 


the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught. 
Reports were frequently circulated amongſt the ignorant 


of the catholic perſuaſion, that large bodies of men were 


XXVI. coming to put them to death. This fabrication, however 


No. 


extravagant and abſurd, was one among the many wicked 


means, by which the deluded peaſantry were engaged tlie 


more rapidly in the treaſon. 


In addition to the above arts practiſed to excite the 


people, and to turn local prejudices to the furtherance of 


their purpoſe, the party did not fail to avail themſelves, 
to the fulleſt extent, of the moſt wicked and licentious 
XXVII. abuſe of the Preſs. In the ſummer of 1797, an infamous 


paper, 


Er a a ew Cn Wea cz rlMN=rRS 


1 1 


1. WF paper, called the Union Star, was privately printed and 
circulated, inculcating the principles of infurre&ion and 
f aſſaſſination in direct terms, and containing a deſcription 
of thoſe perſons by name, (particularly magiſtrates and 
1 ſuch as had ſerved on juries) who were to be held out 
to the party as objects of aſſaſſination, on account of 


their active loyalty, or a conſcientious diſcharge of their 
duty. | | 1 Hy 


Towards the end of the ſame year, a newſpaper called App. 
the Preſs was eſtabliſhed, latterly publiſhed in the name XVII. 
of Mr. A. O'Connor as proprietor thereof, who has ad- : 
| mitted before your committee, that he was for more than 
a year a member of the Executive Directory of the Iriſh 
Union, and who as it appears to your committee from 
various channels of information was a moſt active and 
confidential leader of their treaſon in its principal depart- 
ments both at home and abroad, which conveyed pe- 
riodical exhortations to all manner of outrage and inſu- 
bordination. Every ſpecies of miſrepreſentation and ſo- 
phiſtry was made ule of to villify the government, to ex- 
tend the union, to ſhake the connexion with Great Britain, 
to induce the people to look to French aſſiſtance, to ex- 
aggerate the force and numbers of the diſaffected, and 
| ſyſtematically to degrade the adminiſtration of juſtice in 
all its departments. This paper, conducted on principles 
{till more licentious than the Northern Star (which had 
contributed ſo largely to the extenſion of treaſon in the 
North) was diſtributed throughout all parts of the king- 
dom, and from the activity of its partizans, had imme- - 
diately a more extenſive circulation than any paper long 
eſtabliſhed. | ce 


\ 


The meaſures thus adopted by the party completely _ 
ſucceeded in detaching the minds of the lower claſſes 
from their uſual habits and purſuits, inſomuch, that in, 
the courſe of the autumn and winter of 1797, the pea- 
ſantry in the midland and fouthern counties were ſworn 
and ripe for inſurrection. Pixes were fabricated in ſuch 

: numbers, 
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„„ 
numbers, that in the ſingle county of Kildare, in conſe- 
quence of the meaſures adopted by government, twelve 


XXXIX. thouſand have been ſurrendered; and your committee have 


Ibid. 


every reaſon to believe that a ſtill greater proportion was 
retained, and that the preparation of arms in other counties 
by the diſaffected was nearly as extenſive as the organi- 
zation itſelf, will appear, as well from the numbers ſeized 
in different parts of the kingdom, amounting in the whole 
to above 129,000 of different deſcriptions, as from the 
fact, that wherever the inſurrection broke out, the maſs 
of the people were univerſally armed either with muſkets 


or pikes. 


While they were thus maturing their deſign, and ſecret- 
ly acquiring the ſtrength and conſiſtency of a revolutiona- 
ry army, they omitted no artifice by which they could 
hope either to weaken or embarraſs the government of the 
country. So early as the year 1792 the ſeduction of the 
ſoldiery made a part of the ſyſtem. They imagined that 
the ſeaſon was now arrived for its accompliſhment, and 


no means which wicked ſubtilty could ſuggeſt were left 


unemployed. Printed papers were induſtriouſly circulat- 


ed amongſt the privates and non-commiſſioned officers, 


urging them to inſubordination and revolt, and holding 
out the moſt tempting offers of preferment to ſuch as 
ſhould deſert their colours. The atrocious crimes to 
which they were incited will beſt appear by reference to 
the proceedings of the general courts martial hereunto an- 
nexed, before whom the culprits were tried, prior to the 


breaking out of the rebellion, and to the trial of Henry 
and John Sheares before a ſpecial commiſſion lately held. 


Their attempts to fruſtrate the adminiſtration of juſtice 


| have already been mentioned. It will be proper to ſtate 


ſome farther particulars. From ſeveral authentic reports 
of their own proceedings, it appears that conſiderable 
ſums of money were ſubſcribed for the purpoſe of defend- 
ing ſuch of their aſſociates as ſhould be brought to trial. 
That they had itinerant committees who went circuit as 

: ” : regularly 


f Fea? ] 
.regularly as the judges. That a bar of lawyers were re- 
| rained to undertake the cauſe of all perſons in the groſs 
| committed for ſtate offences. Entries of money appear 
in theig proceedings as paid to procure, as well as to buy 
off, witneſſes. In mariy-oaſes to gaolers for being guilty 


- of breaches of truſt, and even to under ſheriffs for re- 

4 turning partial pannels; hand- bills to intimidate jurors 

le were circulated, and every ſpecies of indecent manage- 

# ment practiſed in the courts, to exclude from the jury 

7 box perſons unconnected with their party. OW 

2 In the hope of diminiſhing the recourſes of the State in- No. 
ſtructions were given to the people to abſtain from the con- XXV. 

; ſumption of exciſeable articles, which are productive to the No. 

= Revenue, and every endeavour made to depreciate the va- XXVIII - 

4 lue of Government Securities in the eſtimation of the pub- 

lic, to ſtop the raiſing of the ſupplies of the year by the 

© I fale of the quit rents, and to prevent the circulation of 

f Bank paper. V 

: Before your Committee proceed to ſtate: the traitorous 

. correſpondence carried on by the leading members of the 

| conſpiracy with the enemy, they think it neceſſary to ad- No. 

- vert to a new organization of the Society which took XXIV. 

. place in Auguſt 1797, the reaſons for which change will 

5 beſt appear by an inſpection of the printed paper at that 

„ ume circulated as an inſtruction to the body, and your 
Committee beg leave to refer to the examination upon oath No. 

T before the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords of XXXI. 

5 Doctor M*Nevin, who ſtates himſelf to have been a mem- 


ber of their Executive Directory for the detailed applica- 
tion of this new ſyſtem to military purpoſes. | 


The evidence of the ſame perſon,. together with that of 
two other members of the executive, namely Mr. Emmet 
and Mr. Arthur O'Connor, delivered upon oath before the 
ſaid ſecret committee of the Lords, and who as well as the. Ibid. 
ſaid Dr. M*Nevin have been examined before your Com- 
mittee, has completely developed the connexion of the 
„„ TE party 


poſe of enabling it to ſeparate itſelf from Great Britain, | 


party with the French Directory. From their teſtimony 
it appears, that ſo early as the year 1796, the party de- 
ſpairing of carrying their plans into execution, through 


the medium of a democratic reform, avowedly directed 


their efforts to revolution, and having received an intima- 
tion from one of their ſociety, and whom your Commit. 
tee have very good reaſon to know to be Mr. Theobald 


Wolfe Tone already mentioned, (a fugitive from this 


country on account of his treaſonable conduct) then at 


Paris, that the {tate of the country had been repreſented | 
to the government of France in ſuch a light as to induce 


them to reſolve on ſending a force to Ireland for the pur- 


an extraordinary meeting of the Executive of the Union 


was convened to take the propoſal into conſideration. 


This meeting was held in the Summer of' 1796, and 
the reſult of their deliberations was to accept” of the aſ- 


ſiſtance thus held out to them by the French Directory. 


In conſequence of this determination an agent was diſ- 
patched to the Directory to acquaint them with it. He 
was inſtructed to ſtate the diſpoſitions of the people, and 
the arrangements of the unioh for their reception, and 
received freſh aſſurances fromm the French Government 
that the armament ſhould be ſent as ſpeedily as it could 


be prepared. The agent above alluded to appears to 
your Committee, from various channels of informa- 


tion, to have been the late Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 


who accompanied by the ſaid Mr. Arthur O'Connor, 
proceeded by Hamburgh to Switzerland, and had an 


interview near the French frontier with General Hoche, 


who afterwards had the command of the expedition 


againſt Ireland, on which occaſion every thing was ſet- 


tled between the parties with a view to the deſcent, — 
The reaſon the perſons employed on this miſſion did not 
paſs into France was, leſt the Iriſh government ſhould 
gain intelligence of the fact, and cauſe them to be ap- 
prehended on their return, 

2 | About 
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About October 1796, an accredited meſſenger from the Appendix 


French Republic arrived, who ſaid he came to be in- 
formed of the ſtate of the country, and to communicate 
to the leaders of the United Iriſhmen the intention of the 


No. 
XXXI. 


French to invade Ireland ſpeedily with fifteen thouſand 
men and a great quantity of arms and ammunition, 


which attempt ſo announced was accordingly made in the 
month of December following, when the French fleet 


with a large body of troops on board arrived in Bantry- 


bay. 


Your Committee do not think it neceſſary to advert to 


the early and frequent communications of a treaſonable 


nature that took place between the diſaffected who had fled 
from this country to France, and the leaders of the party 
here, it 1s ſufficient to ſet forth the leading attempts of 
the mien to prevail upon the French Directory to ſend a 
force to their aſſiſtance. It is neceſſary however to ob- 
ſerve, that although previous to the ſummer 1796 no 
formal and authoriſed communication appears to have 
taken place between the Iriſh Executive and the French 

overninent, yet the wial of Dr. Jackſon, convicted of 
pig treaſon in the year 4795, proves, that even then the 
enemy had agents in this Kingdom who were addrefled to 
the moſt active members of the Iriſh Union for informa- 
tion and aſſiſtance, and the treaſonable ſtatement reſpeQ- 
ing the interior fituation of Ireland then drawn up, to be 
tranſmitted to France, appeared on the trial to have been 
the joint production of Theobald Wolfe Tone, heretofore 


mentioned, as the framer of the original conſtitution of 


United Iriſhmen, aſſiſted by Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
Eſq. who frequently appeared in their publications as the 


chairman of the Society, to which treaſon, Lewins, 


whom your Committee from various channels of informa- 


tion are enabled to ſtate to be now their reſident agent at 


Paris, appears to have been privy. 


0 From 


| 
| ! 
| 


— 


EF 15] 
From the period of the failure of this expedition, the 
diſaffected either 1 did expect, or with a view of 


keeping up the ſpirits of their party, pretended to expect 
the immediate return of the enemy, and aſſurances to this 
effect were induſtriouſly circulated in all their ſocieties, 


Appendix However in the ſpring of 1797, the Executive of the 


O. 


W540 


Ib: 


mature inſurrection in the North, before the promiſed | 
ſuccours from France could arrive, might diſappoint their 


port to proceed to Paris, he delivered to the miniſter of 
the Republic a memoir to be forwarded to the Directory, 


Union thinking the French dilatory in their preparations, 
did then diſpatch Mr. Lewins above mentioned as a con- 
fidential perſon to preſs for aſſiſtance. This agent left 
London in March, and proceeded to Hamburgh, but did 
not reach Paris until the end of May or beginning of June, 
from which time he has continued to be the accredited 
Miniſter of the Iriſh Union to the French Directory. 


It appears to your Committee, that in the ſummer of 
1797, the Executive of the Union apprehenſive leſt a pre- 


* thought it neceſſary to ſend a ſecond agent to 
Paris, to urge, with increaſed earneſtneſs, that the pro- 
miſed aſſiſtance ſhould be immediately ſent. Accordingly 


a moſt confidential member of their body, whom your | 


Committee have grounds to ſtate to have been Doctor 
M*Nevin, who had hitherto acted as Secretary to the Exe- 
cutive, was diſpatched on this -le left Dublin in 
the end of June, and preſented himſelf with the neceſſa- 
ry letters of credence to the French miniſter at Ham- 
burgh.— Meeting with ſome difficulty in obtaining a paſſ- 


the ſubſtance of which appears in Doctor M*Nevin's exa- 
mination as taken on oath before the Secret Committee 
of the Lords. It is unneceſſary to make any obſervation 
upon this moſt curious ſtatement—it is in itſelf a com- 
plete picture of the deſperate purpoſes of the party, and 


the Houſe will obſerve, that the ſtatement of their own | 
reſources is ſtudiouſly exaggerated in proportion to' the | 


anxiety felt by them that the ſuccours might be ſent _ 
”. 4070 
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fore the vigorous meaſures adopted by government in the 
North ſhould diſconcert their projects. 121 e 


This agent was authorized to give France affurances of Appendix 


being repaid the full expenſes of any future armament ſhe 


1 80 ſend to Ireland, as well as of the laſt which had 


miſcarried, the ſame to be raiſed by the confiſcation of 
the lands of the church, of the property of all thoſe who 


ſhould” oppoſe the meaſures of the party. He was alſo 


No. 
XXXI. 


particularly charged to negotiate, if poſſible, a loan on 


the above ſecurity to the amount of half a million, or at 


leaſt three hundred thouſand pounds, for the immediate 


purpoſes of the Union, and directions were given to him, 


that in caſe France could not be prevailed on to advance 


ſo large a ſum, he ſhould addreſs himſelf to the court of 


Spain for that purpoſe. | 


It appears fo your Committee, that the Executive of 


the Union, though deſirous of obtaining aſſiſtance in men, 
arms and money, yet were averſe to a greater force being 
ſent than might enable them to ſubvert the government, 


Ibid: 


and retain the power of the country in their own hands; 


but that the French ſhewed a decided diſinclination at alk 
times to ſend any force to Ireland except ſuch as from its 


magnitude might not only give them the hopes of con-. 


quering the kingdom, but of retaining it afterwards as a 


French conqueſt, and of ſubjecting it to all the plunder 


and oppreſſions which other countries, ſubdued or deceiv- 


ed by that nation, have experienced. A remarkable il- 


luſtration of which ſentiment in the Dire&ory of France 


occurs in the ſubſtance of a letter ſaid to be received 


* 2 
No. 


from Lewins, the Iriſh agent at Paris, and ſhewn by Lord XXXII. 


Edward Fitzgerald to John Cormick, a Colonel in the 
rebel army, who fled from juſtice on the breaking out of 
the rebellion, and whoſe voluntary confeſſion, upon his 


I apprehenſion in Guernſey, before Sir Hugh Dalrymple, 


is given in the Appendix. This letter, although written 


apparently on money. buſineſs, which is the cloak gene- 
5 | C 2 rally 


Ib. 


No. 


experienced officers, &c. 


Ib. 


Ib. 


1 
rally made uſe of by the party to conceal their real views, 
is perfectly intelligible when connected with and explain. 
ed by the memoir przfented by Doctor M' Nevin, the 


Iriſh agent to the French Directory. The letter ſtates, 


that the truſtees, that is, the Directory, would not ad- 


vance the five thouſand pounds, tlrat is, the ſmaller number 


of troops aſked for in MNevin's memoir ſaying they would | 
make no payment ſhort of the entire. ſum, that is. the 


larger force, which they always declared their intention of 


than four months from that time. 


proportionate ſupply of artill 


* — 


A ſtill larger ſupply of arms 3 ſolicited b the ſecond | z 


ſending, and that this payment could not be made in leſs 


Appendix The demands of the party by their firſt agent, went to WM: 
a force not exceeding ten thouſand nor leſs than five 
XXXI. thouſand men, with forty thouſand ſtand of arms, and a 
ery, ammunition, engineers, 


meſſenger, on account, as he ſtated it, of the growing 


number of their adherents, and df the ener of the 
North, in which province above ten thouſand 
arms and as many pikes had been ſurrendered to the King's i 
troops. __ | 


It appears that an attempt was made about the ſame 


Fa 


and of 


time, to procure the aſſiſtance of ſuch Iriſh officers then | 


tion, nothing in conſequence of it was effected. 


A ſecond memoir was preſented by this confidential 
agent upon his arrival at Paris, in which they urged ſuch 


> 


ar 
re 


in foreign ſervice as might be prevailed upon, by receiv- 
ing high rank, to engage in the ſervice of the Union, and 
that a negotiation was actually ſet on foot for this pur- 
poſe, but it has been ſtated, that from the over-caution of 
the agent who was employed in conducting this tranſac- | 


| re as he conceived moſt likely to induce the Di- 
ory not to poſtpone the invaſion, He endeavoured to 
| 5 demonſtrate 
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vs, Mccmonſrate, that ſo favourable a diſpoſition as then ex- 
in. WW ſted in the Iriſh mind, was in no future contingency to be 


the expected; and he artfully repreſented, that the deluſions 
es, held out by reform might ceaſe from delay, and thus ren- 
ad ¶Nder more difficult to France, and the true republicans of 
er this country, their endeayours to ſeparate the two king- 


dom, and to eſtabliſh a Republic in Ireland. 


* 


Wperſon was fent over by the French Directory to collect 

information reſpecting the ſtate of Ireland. Failing to ob- 
Wain the neceſſary paſſports in London to paſs into Ire- 
land, he wrote over to requeſt that one of the party might 


ve meet him in London. A perſon was accordingly ſent 


a over, whom your committee know, from various chan- 
8, nels of information, to have been the late Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, and who, it is to be preſumed, did not fail 
to furniſh the French agent with every neceſſary intelli- 
d Wgence. | 


e f The Directory gave the Iriſh agents ſent to Paris the 
of WW ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſupport, and did accordingly, dur» 
$ Wing the ſummer, make preparations of a very extenſive 
nature, both at the Texel and at Breſt for the invaſion of 
Ireland ; and in the autumn, intelligence was received by 


Wally embarked in the Texel and only waited for a 
= wind, | | „ | 


In conſequence of this communication, great exertions 
were made by the party, and in the beginning of Octo- 
ber, when the Dutch fleet was on the point of failing, 


Wh OS Ge ns oC 


the provincial reports from Ulſter of that date) was an- 
| 7 nounced to the ſocieties as at hand. 


4 
, 


General Daendells, but were ſuddenly eee 
| | Ref utc 


the Executive of the Union, that the troops were actu- 


| 2 8 The troops had been actually on board, commanded by 


Previous to this miſſion from Ireland, a confidential Appendix 


No. 


xXXXI. 


the approach of the enemy (as will appear by reference to No. XIV. 


Py 


1 41 
Dutch fleet, contrary to the opinion of their own Admi- 
ral, as is believed generally, was, at the- inſtance of the 
French government, obliged to put to ſea, which led 


to the ever memorable victory of the 11th October 


A 15 


Appendix It appears to your committee, that early in the preſent 
No. XVI. year farther advices were received by the Iriſh Executive 
&XXXL. from France, ſtating, that ſuccours might be expected to 


be ſent to Ireland in April, but notwithſtanding the tempta- 
tion held out by the rebellion, which commenced on the 
23d of May following, the French government have not 
yet thought it prudent to fulfil their promiſe. | 


The committee.truſt they have laid ſufficient grounds 
before the houſe, to ſatisfy them of the long entertained 
and fixed purpoſe of the United Iriſhmen to introduce the 
enemy into this kingdom, and through their aſſiſtance to 
ſeize upon the government and property of the country; 
and that in their negotiations with the French Directory, 
they have had no other reſerve but what their own trea- 
ſonable ambition pointed out. The particulars of the 
ſtatement reſting for the moſt part upon the admiſſion of 
the parties themſelves, there can be no poſſible room to 
doubt the truth of what has been ſubmitted. 


Your committee think it material to obſerve, that not- 
withſtanding the wildneſs of the hope that they could ever 


ſucceed in overturning the government without powerful 
aid from abroad, yet on more than one occaſion, the 


eagerneſs of the more violent partizans ſo far prevailed 


over their reaſon, as to induce them to meditate an inſur- 


rection. To this they were excited by the apprehenſion 
that the zeal of their followers would ſubſide if they were 
not called into action, as well as by a dread that a re- 
ſort to ſtronger meaſures on the part of government, 


might at length deprive them of the means of exertion. 


It had been their invariable policy to announce an effort 
: 7 as 
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as at hand, merely to keep up the ſpirits of the people 
when no attempt of the kind was really in cantemplation,, 
however in the ſpring of 1797, a plan was ſeriouſly dif- Append 
cuſſed amongſt the leaders then aſſembled in Dublin, for No. 
commencing a general riſing without waiting for foreign XXXI 
aſſiſtance, but as this ſcheme did not meet with the ap- & XV. 
probation of the Dublin part of the committee, it was. 


laid aſide; and 1t appears that at this period, a coolneſs 


took place between the Ulſter and the Leinſter delegates, 
in conſequence of which the progreſs of the conſpiracy 
ſeems to have been for a time much impeded, 4 


| The northerns then in Dublin diſguſted with the cow. No. XI 


ardice (as they termed it) of the Leinſter delegates, pro- 
poſed to act without their approbation, to ſeize upon the 
caſtle, ordnance ſtores, magazine, &c. and to truſt to the 
mob of Dublin for aſſiſtance; but from ſome additional 
military precautions at that time adopted in the garriſon, 
this plan was abandoned, e | 


Shortly after the proclamation of the 17th of May 1797 
above ſtated, notwithſtanding the {ſtrong opinion entertain- 
ed by the Leinſter Executive, of the impolicy of ſuch an 
attempt, the more ſo, as aſſurances had been recently 
received of the preparations going forward both at Breſt 
and in the Texel for the invaſion of Ireland; yet an active 


| effort was made to produce a general inſurrection through- 


out Ulſter, the orders for which were given out the latter 
end of May, in conformity tc a plan previouſly prepared. 
A ſight movement did take place as before ſtated; how- 
ever the main deſign of the party was fruſtrated by the 
active military meaſures then taken by Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Lake, and many of their principal leaders were 
obliged to fly, "4k of whom paſſed into France, hav- 
ing received letters to Reinhart, French miniſter at Ham- 
burgh, from perſons then reſident in this country; in 
conſequence of which introduction, the neceſſary paſſ- 
ports were granted, to enable them to proceed to 3 

| | where 


affairs. 


hazarding an effort independent of foreign aſſiſtance. In- 


1133 


where they arrived early in Auguſt, and had frequent 
communications with the French Directory on Iriſh 


Your committee do not find that the diſaffected enter. 
tained at any other periods than thoſe alluded to, until 
the middle of March 1798, any ſerious intention of 


deed the opinion of the moſt cautious of their body was 
always adverſe to a premature exertion. Their policy was 
to riſque nothing ſo long, as the party was gaining ſtrength, 
Their principle to extend their organization, to add to their 
ſtock of args, and to wait for events; and it appears from 
a variety of evidence laid before your committee, that the 


rebellion would not have broken out ſo ſoon as it did, had 


Appendix 
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it not been for the well timed meaſures adopted by go- 
vernment, ſubſequent to the proclamation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and council, bearing date the 3oth of March 
1798, as it is notorious that in many counties the effect 


of thoſe meaſures was ſuch in diſſolving the union, and in 


obliging the people to ſurrender their arms, that it became 
evident to the generality of their leaders they had no other 
alternative but to riſe at once, or to abandon their pur. 


_ pole. 


No. 
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No. 
XIV. and 
XVII. 


It appears to your committee, that with the double view 
of being prepared either to-co-operate with the enemy in 
caſe of a deſcent, or of direQting an jnſurreQion upon 
ſyſtem, ſhould they find it neceflary to have recourſe to 
fach a meaſure before aſſiſtance might arrive from France, 


a military committee was appointed by the Executive in 


the month of February laſt. About this time detailed 
military inſtructions were iſſued to the Adjutant-generals 
of the Union, by which they were required to inform 
themſelves and report on the ſtate of the rebel regiments 
within their diſtricts, of the number of mills, the roads, 
rivers, bridges and fords, the military poſitions, the ca- 
pacity of the towns and villages to receive troops, to com- 

a | municate 
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municate to the Executive every movement of the enemy, 
(meaning the King's troops) to announce the firſt appear- | 
ance of their allies, (meaning the French) and imme- 
diately to collect their force, with ſeveral other military 
regulations. „ f 


Inſtructions were alſo given to the ſeveral rebel regi- n 


ments as to the arms and appointments with which they 


were to be furniſhed, ſo as to be enabled to take the field XXIII. 


on the ſhorteſt notice. | 


At a meeting held the 26th of February, thanks are vot- No. 
ed to the ſeveral Colonels for their effectual exertions in XXVII. 


embodying and arming their reſpective regiments—the 
people are requeſted to bear the ſhackles of tyranny a little 
longer, till the whole kingdom ſhall be in ſuch a ſtate of 
organization as will, by their joint co-operation, effect 
without loſs that deſirable object which they ſtated as hour- 
ly drawing to a criſis, | 


Whilſt theſe extenſive military arrangements were mak- 
ing by the Executive to act againſt the ſtate as ſoon as a 
favourable opportunity ſhould preſent itſelf, the ſame ſy- 
ſtem of outrage which had been ſo ſucceſsfully made uſe 
of by the party the year before in Ulſter, to eſtabliſh their 
own authority in oppoſition to that of the laws, and to 
compel the people to look to the Union for protection ra- 
ther than to the State, was very generally prevalent 
throughout the ſouthern and midland counties. The 
enormities committed on the well- affected, were marked 
with the moſt diſguſting cruelty. 


It is unneceſſary for your Committee to detail individual 
inſtances of outrage which are freſh in the recollection of 
the Houſe : it will be ſufficient to ſtate, that in the months 
of February and March many parts of the provinces of 
Leinſter and Munſter were actually in the poſſeſſion of a 
murderous banditti.—lf they did not appear in arms by day, 
it only rendered their rebellion more difficult to be met and 

| 5 P 


kenny, Carlow, King's County, Queen's County, Kildare, | 


26 J 
crafted by the King's troops and yebmanry—not a night 


paſſed without numerous murders; ſeveral diſtricts in the 


provinces of Leinſter and Munſter had been proclaimed 
under the powers given to the Lord Lieutenant and Coun- 
eil by the act for preventing inſurrections; but theſe mea- 
ſures proved ineffectual very many of the loyal inhab1- 
tahts of the counties of Cork, Limerick, Tipperary, Kil- 


and Wicklow, were, in the courſe of one month, ſtript of 
their arms, and in many places obliged to fly for ſhelter 


into the garriſon towns ; and as one inſtance among many | 


of the daring lengths to which the conſpirators at this 


time had proceeded, your Committee think it neceſſary to | 


tate, that in open day, 800 inſurgents, principally mount- 


W. 
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ed, inveſted the town of Cahir in the county of Tippera- 
ry ; held poſſeſſion of it until they had made a regular 


ſearch through every houſe, and carried off in triumph alt | 


the arms and ammunition they could find. 


Under theſe circumſtances the Lord Lieutenant and 


Council iffued the proclamation before ſp of, bearing | 
date the zoth of March, ſtating, that the traitorous con- 


ſpiracy long exiſting within this kingdom had broken out 


into acts of open rebellion; and giving notice that the moſt | 


direct and poſitive orders were ifſued to the officers com- 


manding tis Majeſty's forces to employ them with the ut- | 
moſt vigour and deciſion for the immediate ſuppreſſion | 
thereof; and alſo for the recovery of ſuch arms as had 
been traitorouſly taken from the King's peaceable and loyal 
fubjects. It was alſo enjoined that they ſhould diſarm the 
rebels and all perſons. diſaffected to his Majeſty's' govern- | 


ment by the moſt ſummary and effectual meaſures. 


This proclamation was tranſmitted by his Excelleney's | 


commands to Sir Ralph Abercrombie, then Commander 


in Chief, who was directed to proceed into the diſturbed | 
counties, being inveſted by the Lord Lieutenant with full | | 


powers. = | 


| Your | 
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Your Committee annex to this report a notice to the in- App. 
habitants of the diſturbed counties, as iſſued by the faid No, 
Commander in Chief; and think it .incumbent on them . 
to obſerye, that on this and indeed on every occafion in 
which the government or the officers acting under its pr- 

ders have been driven to the neceſſity of 280 tin extra- 
ordinary meaſures for the fafety of the ſtate, full notige 
and time have uniformly been given before they were a&- 
ed upon, and the people have been exhorted to prevent 
the neceſſity of rigorous meaſures by a ceſſation from gut- 
rage and a furrepder of their arms. 


| Tt appears to your Committee that the ſteps then taken, 


as mentioned in the proclamation, had an almoſt immedi- 
ate effect in repreſſing the isa of the rebels and in 
reſtoring tranquillity. The loyal inhabitants were enabled 


in many places to return in ſafety to their houſes —mur- 


ders became leſs frequent; in many counties, particularl 
in Kildare and Tipperary, the people, ſenſible of the —_ 
neſs and wickedneſs of their conduct, began openly to 
acknowledge their crimes, ſurrender their arms, and point 
out their leaders and ſeducers ; a ſubmiſſion which invari- 


ably obtained for them pardon and protection. 


In April and the beginning of May, the deluſion of the 
people was ſo faſt and ſo widely yielding to the meaſures 
of government, which while they treated with Teverity 
the obſtinately guilty, in all caſes held forth mercy to the No. 
repentant, that the leaders of the treaſon both in Dublin XXIV. 
and in the provinces began to perceiye that their cauſe 
was loſing ground, and that they had no alternative left 
but to hazard an inſurrection or to relinquiſh their hopes. 
The arreſt of the Leinſter provincial committee on the 12th No. XVI. 


of March, and of ſeveral other leading members of the XIX. 


Union on the ſame day, tended ſo much to diſcloſe the 
guilt of the party, and to weaken their organization, that 
the conſpirators felt themſelves ſtill more compelled to a 


deſperate effort: a plan was accordingly digeſted by the No. XIV. 


military committee for a general riſing, the outline of which 
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was to ſurpriſe Dublin, the camp at Laughlinſtown, and 


. the artillery ſtation at Chapelizod on the ſame night, in 
- which attack the counties of Dublin, Wicklow and Kil. 
dare, were to co-operate : the inſurrection being commenc. 


ed in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, (the ſignal for 


announcing which was to be the detention of the mail. 
* coaches) it was expected that the North and South would 


- 


alſo riſe. 


The Houſe will find the plan of inſurrection detailed 
and fully proved in the evidence adduced on the trial of 
Henry and John Sheares, lately convicted of high treaſon ; 


'XXX111 the bloody intentions of the party may beſt be collected 


from a manifeſto in the hand-writing of the ſaid John 
Sheares, (one of the new Executive elected after the ar- 
reſts made on the 12th of March laſt, as your Committee 
have reaſon to believe) which was to have been iſſued in 
the event of ſucceſs. Were any additional proofs neceſſa- 
ry to eſtabliſh the authenticity of the plan as above ſtated, 


No, XIV, it may be found in the proceedings of the provincial com- 


mittee of Ulfter, which met at Armagh on the 12th of 
May, where the ſame plan was announced as decided on, 
and the neceſſary orders given for ſecuring, as far as poſ. 
ſible, the co-operation of the North. | 


The government, perfectly informed of the intentions 
of the conſpirators, cauſed ſeveral of the leaders to be 
apprehended on the 19th and 31ſt of May, and the ap- 


proaching inſurrection was announced to the Lord Mayor 


late in the evening of the 2 iſt, in a letter from the Lord 


Lieutenant's Secretary ; and on the following day a meſ- 


ſage, to the ſame effect, was ſent by his Excellency to both 
Houſes of Parliament. Notwithſtanding the military pre- 
cautions adopted to counteract the intended rifing, it took 
place in the neighbourhood of Dublin on the night ap- 
appointed, namely, the 23d of May; and every poſſible 
effort was made by the diſaffected within the town to co- 


__ Operate with thoſe without. In conformity to the plan 


laid down, the mail -· coaches were deſtroyed on the north- 


ern 


1% 1 


ern and ſouthern roads, and every exertion made by the 


party in the provinces to bring the people into action. 


Your Committee do not think it neceſſary to record the Appendis 
events of the bloody and deſtructive rebellion that enſued, No. 


which are ſtill but too freſh in the memory of the Houſe ; 


tions by ſeveral daring attacks upon the towns garriſoned 
by the King's troops ; the Lord Lieutenant and Council 
publiſhed a proclamation, bearing date the 24th of May, 


XXXV. 


they need only ſtate, that as ſoon as the rebels had actu- 
ally taken the field in force, and commenced their opera- 


No. 


announcing, that he had authorized the ſummary puniſh- XXXIX. 


ment by martial law of all rebels found in arms, or of 


perſons in any-wiſe aiding or aſſiſting in the rebellion ; to 


which ſeaſonable interpoſition of the powers of the ſtate, 


the preſervation of the conſtitution againſt this daring at- 
tempt to ſubvert it, 1s not leſs to be attributed, than to 


the diſtinguiſhed fidelity and bravery of the King's troops, 


both regulars, militia, and yeomanry. 


On conſideration of the whole of the evidence, your 
Committee are of opinion, FEY | 


That the rebellion originated in a-ſyſtem, framed: not 
with a view of obtaining either Catholic Erffancipation, 


or any Reform compatible with the exiſtence of the con- 


ſtitution, but for the purpoſe of ſubverting the govern- 
ment, ſeparating Ireland from Great Britain, and form- 
ing a democratic republic, founded on the deſtruction of 
all church eſtabliſhment, the abolition of ranks, and the 
confiſcation of property. A 


That the means reſorted to for the attainment of theſe 


deſigns, was a ſecret ſyſtematized combination, fitted to 


attract the multitude, by being adapted to vulgar preju- 
dices and vicious paſſions, and artfully linked and connect- 
ed together, with a view of forming the maſs of the lower 
ranks into a revolutionary force, acting in concert, and 

8 1 | moving 
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moving as one body, at the impulſe, and under the direc- | 


That for the further accompliſhment of their object, the 
leaders of the conſpiracy entered into à negotiation and 
ſinally concluded an alliance with the French Directory, 
by which it was ſtipulated, that an adequate force ſhould 
he ſent for the invaſion of this country, as ſubſidiary to the 
- Preparations that were making for a general inſurrection. 


That in purſuance of this deſign, meaſures were adopted 

by the chiefs of the conſpiracy, for giving to their ſocieties 
2 military form; and that for arming their adherents they 
had recourſe partly to the fabrication of pikes, and part- 
1y to the plundering of the loyal inhabitants of their arms. 


That from the vigorous and ſummary expedients reſort- 
ed to by government, and the conſequent exertions of the 
military, the leaders found themſelves reduced to the al- 
ternative of immediate inſurrection, or of being deprived 
of the means on which they relied for effecting their pur- 
poſe ; and that to this cauſe is excluſively to be attributed 
that premature and deſperate effort, the raſhneſs of which | 
has ſo evidently facilitated its ſuppreſſion. | 


That the vigilance of the executive goyernment, in de- 
tecting and arreſting many of the principal conſpirators | 


in the very act of concerting their plans of inſurrection, 


the convictions which have enfued, and the ſtill mare | 
complete developement of the treaſon, by the confeſſion | 
of ſome of its moſt active and efficient conduQors, have | 
not only eſſentially contributed to the defeat of the re- 
bellion, but by enabling the committee to diſcloſe the 
views and machinations of the conſpirators, may ſuggeſt 
means for ſecuring the future tranquillity of the country. 


Your committee cannot conclude without obſerving. 


that on a review of the treaſon which has employed their 
| | attention, 


E 


attention, they trace a perfect coincidence, in its commence- 
ment and in its progreſs, its means and its objects, with 
that by which the government, the religion, and the hap- 
pineſs of France have been deſtroyed; which has extend- 
ed its deſolating influence over ſome of the moſt proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing countries of Europe, and has ſhaken 
to its foundation the fabric of regular ſociety throughout 
the civilized world. That the leaders of the ſyſtem, in 
order to adapt the minds of the multitude to the purpoſes 
of their treaſon, have, after the example of their jacobine 
86 allies in France, left no means unemployed which the moſt 
5 malignant ſubtlety could ſuggeſt, for eradicating from 


ey WH amongſt the working claſſes, every ſentiment both of pri- 
t- vate and public duty ;—all quiet and peaceable habits, all 
8. ſocial as well as moral obligations, it has been their ob- 


ject to deſtroy ; and the more ſacred the tie, the more 
induſtriouſly have they laboured to diflolve it : They have - 
incited the ſoldier to betray his King, they have armed 
the tenant againſt the landlord, and they have taught the 
ſervant to conſpire with the aſſaſſin of his maſter ; blaſting 
the repoſe and confidence of private life even in its ſanc- 
tuary, and effacing every law of truth, of juſtice, of 
gratitude and of e e except where it has been poſ- 
| ſible to make even religion itſelf the perverted inſtrument 
of their execrable views. Such have been the leading 
principles, and the long laboured preparatives for that re- 
bellion, from which your committee truſt this country has 
been happily reſcued, and they indulge a ſanguine hope, 
that their preſent ſtatement, authenticated as it is by ſuch 
a maſs of evidence, will contribute ſtill further to the 
complete re-eſtabliſhment of tranquillity, by throwing the 
fulleſt light on the dangers to which the community has 
been expoſed, and againſt which it is ſtill neceſſary to 


guard. | | 


END OF THE REPORT. 
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Report from the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords in 1793. 
My Loxsps, - „ 


| THE Committee appointed to inquire into the Cauſes of 
the diſorders and diſturbances which prevail in ſeveral Parts of 
this kingdom, to endeavour to diſcover the promoters of them, 
to prevent their extenſion and to report the reſult of their en- 


quiries to the Houſe, have examined into the matters to them re- 


ferred as far as the time would permit; but apprehending that delay 


may be attended with danger in the preſent circumſtances of the 


times, they think it their duty to lay before the Houſe immediately 
ſuch information as they conceive to be material for the preſent, 


which is as follows: 


The People at this time called Defenders are very different 
from thoſe who originally aſſumed that appellation, and are all, as 
far as the committee could diſcover, of the Roman Catholic per- 


ſuaſion; in general poor ignorant labouring men, ſworn to ſecre- 


cy, and impreſſed with an opinion that they are aſſiſting the Catho- 
lic cauſe ; in other reſpects they do not appear to have any diſtin 
particular object in view, but they talk of being relieved from 


hearth- money, tithes, county cefles, and of lowering their rents. 


They firſt appeared in the county of Louth in conſiderable bodies 


in April laſt, ſeveral of them were armed; they aſſembled moſtly | 
in the night, and forced into the houſes of Proteſtants, and took 
from them their arms. The diſorders ſoon ſpread through the 


counties of Meath, Cavan, Monaghan and other parts adjacent; 
at firſt they took nothing but arms, but afterwards they plundered 
the houſes of every thing they could find. Their meaſures appear 
to have been concerted and conducted with the utmoſt ſecrecy and 
a degree of regularity and ſyſtem not uſual in people in ſuch mean 
condition, and as if directed by men of a ſuperior rank. Sums of 
„ e money 
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money to a' conſiderable amount have been levied and till conti- 
nue to be levied upon the Roman Catholics in all parts of the 


kingdom by ſubſeriptions and collections at their chapels and elſe- 


where, ſome of which levies have been made and ſtill continue to 
he made-under the authority of a printed circular letter which has 
been ſent into all parts of the kingdom, a copy of which letter we 
think it our duty to inſert herein. 


cc Sir, 


C By an order of the ſub-committee, dated the 1 5th of January, | 


ee J had the honour to forward you a plan for a general ſubſcrip- 


« tion, which had for its object the raiſing a fund for defraying 


& the heavy and growing expenſes incurred by the General Com- 
© mittee in conducting the affairs of the Catholics of Ireland. 
& As ſeveral miſtakes have occurred in the tranſmiſſion of theſe 
letters, owing to my ignorance of the addreſs of many of the 
< Delegates, | am directed to inform you that ſuch a plan is now 
«in forwardneſs throughout the kingdom. A meaſure ſo ſtrongly 
t enforced by neceſſity, and ſo confonant to juſtice, cannot fail to 
„attract your very ſerious attention; the committee having the 
* moſt perfect reliance on your zeal are therefore confident that 
“you will uſe your beſt exertions to carry this neceſſary buſineſs 
into full effect, | TE I 
Dublin, February 5th 1793. 8 
Signed by the Secretary of the ſub-committee. 


4 P. 8. It is hoped that you will acknowledge the receipt of 


* this letter, ſtating at the ſame time whatever progreſs has been 
„ made in your diſtrict.” . 


Several ſeditious and inflammatory papers publiſhed in Dublin 
and diſperſed through the country ſeem to have countenanced and 
encouraged the Defenders in their Proceedings, and it appears that 
letters were written by a member of the committee of the Roman 
Catholics at Dublin, previous to the laſt ſummer aſſizes, to a per- 
ſon reſident at Dundalk, in one of which the ſaid perſon in the 
name of the ſaid Roman Catholic Committee, directed enquiries 


to be made touching the offences of which the Defenders then 


in confinement were accuſed, which enquiries will be beſt ex- 
Flained by inſerting the ſaid letter in the words following: 
; FE Dublin, 


6 
5 
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0 
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RT. 


| Dublin, gth Auguſt, 1792. 
Dear Sir, W nn 

ec I received this day your favour of the 8th inſtant, encloſiny 
« the different papers reſpecting the Buſineſs I wrote you. It is 
« with much regret that I am obliged to reply, that from the 
« want of information on the ſubject- matter of the inditments, 


| © no preciſe opinion can be formed whether the alleged offence is 


e or is not bailable; the committee are conſequently in the dark 


as to the meaſures that ſhould be adopted, nor can your exertions 


« accelerate (as it ſeems) that period until the aſſizes, when you 
« will be able to obtain office copies of the examinations. Mr. 
6 Nugent's brother left town this day truly diſconſolate, in not 
« being able to effect ſomething towards the liberation of his 
“ Kinſman ; he however did his belt in the affair. 

g | “J am, dear Sir, N 
„ your obedient ſervant, 

335 4 TT “John Sweetman.” 
« P. S. If any new occurrence ſhould happen, be good enough 


„ to inform me of it.“ 


And it does appear that the ſaid perſon to whom the faid letter 
was addreſfed at Dundalk, did employ at a confiderable expenſe, 
an agent and counſel to act for ſeveral perſons who were accuſed of 
being Defenders, and were indicted for offences committed by 
them in the county of Louth, one of which offenders appears to 
be particularly named in the above letter. But the committee 
think it their duty to ſtate, that nothing appeared before them 
which could lead them to believe that the body of the Roman 
Catholics in this Kingdom were concerned in promoting or coun- 
tenancing ſuch diſturbances, or that they were privy to this 
application of any part of the money which had been levie i upon 
them, however ſuſpicious the conduct of ill-difpoſe4 individuals 
of their perſuaſion reſident in Dublin may have been. If all the 
magiſtrates in the diſturbed counties had followed the ſpirited 
example of the few, who, much to their honour, exerted them. 
ſelves with vigour and courage to ſupport the laws, the committee 
are perſuaded that theſe diſturbances might have been ſuppreſſed; 
but inſtead of doing. ſo, much the greater part of them remained 
inactive. The committee are of opinion that the beſt means ot 
JJC N reſtorinz 


reſtoring permanent tranquillity in the diſturbed counties, would 
be to procure a ſufficient number of active, reſolute and ſteady 
magiſtrates therein, who would exert themſelves to maintain the 
public peace, and to cut off from theſe deluded people all hope 
or expeQation of ſupport or defence ariſing from a common fund 
to be levied upon perſons of their communion. _ „ 

An unuſual ferment has for ſome months paſt diſturbed ſeveral 
parts of the North, particularly the town of Belfaſt and the 
county of Antrim; it is kept up and . by ſeditious 
papers and pamphlets of the moſt dangerous tendency, printed at 
very cheap and inconſiderable rates in Dublin and Belfaſt, which 
iſſue almoſt daily from certain ſocieties of men or clubs in both 
thoſe places, calling themſelves committees under various deſcrip- 
tions, and carrying on a conſtant correſpondence. with each other, 
Theſe publications are circulated amongſt the people with the 
utmoſt induſtry, and appear to be calculated to defame the govern- 
ment and parliament, and to render the people diſſatisfied with 
their condition and with the laws. The conduct of the French is 
ſhamefully extolled, and recommended to the public view as an 
example for imitation; hopes and expectations have been held up 
of their aſſiſtance by a deſcent upon this kingdom, and prayers 
have been offered up at Belfaſt from the pulpit for the ſucceſs of 
their arms in the preſence of military aſſociations which have 
been newly levied and arrayed in that town. A body of men 


aſſociated themſelves in Dublin under the title of the Firſt National 


Battalion, their uniform is copied from the French, green turned 


up with white, white waiſtcoat and ſtriped trowſers, gilt buttons 


impreſſed with a harp and letters, importing © Firſt National 
Battalion, no crown, but a device over the harp of a cap of 


liberty upon a pike; two pattern coats were left at two ſhops in 


Dublin. Several bodies of men have been collected in different 
parts of the North, armed and diſciplined under officers choſen by 
themſelves, and compoſed moſtly of the loweſt claſſes of the people. 
"Theſe bodies are daily encreaſing in numbers and force; they have 
exerted their beſt endeavours to procure military men of experience 
to act as their officers; ſome of them having expreſsly ſtated that 
there were men enough to be had, but that officers were what 
they wanted. Stands of arms and gunpowder to a very large 


amount, much above the common conſumption, have been ſent. 


within theſe few months to Belfaſt and Newry, and orders given 
„„ " = Br 
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for a much greater quantity, which it appears could be wanted 
only for military operations. At Belfaſt, bodies of men in arms 
are drilled .and exerciſed for ſeveral. hours almoſt. every night by 
candle-light, and attempts have been made to ſeduce the ſoldiery, 

which, much to the honour of the King's forces, have proved 


| ineffectual. The declared object of theſe military bodies is to 


procure a reform of parliament, but the obvious inrention of moſt 
of them appears to be to overawe the parliament and the govern- 
ment, and to dictate to both. The committee forbear mentioning 
the names of ſeveral perſons, leſt it ſhould in any manner affect 


any criminal proſecution, or involve the perſonal ſafety of any 


man who has come forward to give them information. The reſult 
of their inquiries is, that in their opinion it is incompatible with 
the public ſafety and tranquillity of this kingdom to permit bodies 
of men in arms to aſſemble when they pleaſe, without any legat 
authority: And that the exiſtence of a ſelf-created repreſentative 
body of any deſcription of the King's ſubjeQs, taking upon itſelf 
the government of them, and levying taxes or ſubſcriptions, to be 
applied at the diſcretion of ſuch repreſentative body, or of perſons 


| deputed by them, is alſo incompatible with the public ſafety and 


tranquillity. 
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\ Repart 2 277 the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commens in 1797. 


679 Syraxun, 


The Committee of Secrecy. 1 to take into 
conſideration the papers preſented to the Houſe on 
the twenty-ninth day of April laſt by the Right 
Honourable Mr. Secretary Felbams have directed 
me to report as follows: 25 


of the ſocieties ſtiling themſclves United Iri 
It appears that ſoon after the French 42 certain indivi- 


throw of the exiſting laws and conſtitution of this kingdom, and 


that they have been encouraged to proceed to this attempt by an 
_ expectation of aid from France, and the co-operation of certain dif- 
affected and ſeditious ſocieties in Great Britain entertaining ſimilar 
views. 
It appears to your Committee that their hopes of ſucceſs in this 
apparently improbable deſign are derived from their expectations of 
being able to infuſe into the minds of the lower orders of the peo- 
ple an idea that they are in a ſtate of oppreſſion and miſery: that the 
king, the Houſes of Lords and Commons, with the magiſtracy, 
clergy and gentry of the country, are the cauſe of their oppreſſion : 
that the Society of United Iriſhmen are their ſole proteQors and de- 
fenders ; and that the connexion between Great Britain and 


kingdom. _ 

It appears to your Committee that to effect their purpoſes they 
have organized with great addreſs and ſupported with equal aclivity 
a ſyſtem plauſible in its name, and which by a combination of cer- 
tain ſpecious propoſitions with principles dell ructire of the laws and 

| conſtitution 
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4 YOUR Committee having taken into bg conſideration the | 
papers referred to them, have thought it confiltent with their duty | 
to, carry, their enquiries back to the period of t 8 FRMIMENCEMER, 5 


duals, encouraged, by the example of France, aimed at the over- 
the eſtabliſhment of a Republic unconneQed with Great Britain. 


Ireland is inconſiſtent with the happineſs and independence of this 


2 
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conſtitution of this kingdom, leads in a manner the moſt inſidious 
to anarchy, confiſcation of property, and the extermination of its 

It appears to your Committee that in the original formation of 
this ſoctety, its authors, to avoid alarming the feelings of thoſe who 
were noi prepared at once to go to the full extent of their dangerous 


and traitoroi s deſigns, held forth Catholic Emancipation and Parlia- 


mentary Reform as the oſtenſible objects of their union: but their 


real purpoſes were to ſeparate Great Britain from Ireland and to 
ſubvert the preſent conſtitution, as will appear more fully from the 
following explanation given by Mr. Theobald Wolfe lone, one of 
the original tramers of the inſtitution, in a letter addrefled to his No. 
friends at Belfaſt, and containing the. reſolutions and declarations 1. 


upon which the inſtitution was formed ; | 

c The foregoing contain my true and ſincere opinion of the ſtate 
« of this country, ſo far as in the preſent juncture it may be ad- 
« viſeable to publiſh it. They certainly fall ſhort of the truth, but 
ce truth itſelf muſt ſometimes condeſcend to temporize; my unal- 
& terable opinion is, that the bane of Iriſh proſperiry is in the in- 
« fluence of England; 1 believe that influence will ever be ex- 
© tended while the connexion between the two countries continues; 
* nevertheleſs, as I know that opinion is for the preſent too hardy, 
« though a very little time may eſtabliſh it univerſally, I have not 
* made it a part of the reſolutions ; 1 have only propoſed to ſet up 
« a reformed parliament as a barrier againſt that miſchief which 
« every honeſt man that will open his eyes muſt ſee in every in- 
e {tance overbears the intereſt of Ireland: J have not faid one 


© word that looks like a wiſh for ſeparation, though | give it to you 


and your friends as my moſt decided opinion that ſuch an Event 
* would be a regeneration to this country. 


, 


„ have, you will ſee, alluded to the reſolutions of the Whig - 
© Club, and I have differed with them in degree only, that is, I 
« think and 1 am ſure they do not go far enough; they are not (in- 
* cere friends to the popular cauſe; they dread the people as 
&* much as the Caſtle. does; it may be objected that an implied dif- 


i ference of ſentiment between them and the people will weaken © 


* both: I think otherwiſe; if they do not join you in ſupporting 
« a reform in parliament they do not delerve ſupport themſelves ; 
* apply the touchſtone, if they ſtand the trial, well; if they fail, 
they are falſe and hollow, and the ſooner they are . the 

| | etter 


* 
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ee better; what ſignifies peddling with their ſuperficial meaſures} 
“ They are good ſo far as they go, but for the people to ſpend 
ce their ſtrength in purſuit of ſuch would be juſt as wiſe as for x 


„ man who has a mortification in his bowels to be very ſolicitous 
about a plaiſter for his fore finger. To be candid, I dare ſay that 
„ my Lord Charlemont, and 1 am pretty ſure that Mr. Grattan, WW | 
6 would heſitate very much at the reſolutions which I ſend ; but! | 
% only beg you will diſmiſs your reſpe& for great names; read 


„ ver the reſolutions and what I have now ſaid, and then deter. 
„ mine impartially between us. I have alluded to the Catholics, 
but ſo remotely as I hope not to alarm the moſt cautious Pro- 
s teſtant; it is wicked ncnſenſe to talk of a reform in Ireland 
„ in which they ſhall not have their due ſhare. ps „ 
& I have in the third reſolution conceded very far indeed to what 
5 I conſider as vulgar and ignorant prejudices : look at France and 
„ America; the Pope burnt in eg at Paris; the Engliſh catholics 
«at this very hour ſeceding from his church. A thouſand argu: 
ments crowd on me, but it is unneceſſary here to dwell on them, 
hope you will find this reſolution ſufficiently guarded and cool, 
“ I have been purpoſely vague and indefinite, and I muſt ſay men | 
„ wvho would ſeek a reform, and admit that indiſpenſable ſtep, have 
< different notions both of expediency and juſtice from any that I 
Van conceive. © 1 
„think the beſt opportuinty for publiſhing them will be on the 
% 14th of July; I learn there is to be a commemoration of the 
% French revolution, that morning ſtar of liberty to Ireland. The 
e volunteers, if they approved of the plan, may then adopt it, and 
„ have fo worded it as to leave them an opportunity. I have left 
as you ſee a blank for the name.” : 1 


It appears that a ſociety, calling themſelves a ſociety of United 
Iriſhmen in Dublin, did on the gth day of November 1791 take as 
their declaration that of a ſimilar ſociety in Belfaſt, which nearly 
correſponds with-the plan of Mr. Tone, with the addition of a teſt 
to be taken by the members. 5 . 
It appears that this ſociety did actually meet and correſpond with 
certain ſeditious ſocieties in Great Britain, and in furtherance of 
their deſigns of ſeparating the kingdoms and alienating the minds 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland, did repreſent in different publi- 
cations, the connexion as oppreſſive and tyranni call. 
1 Ee SFO We x | Your 
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Vour committee tlie directed their enquiries to the means by 
which the papers referred to them in conſequence of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's meſſage had been procured ; and in order the better to 
aſcertain the credit to be given to their contents they examined the 
perſons by whom they had been taken, from whence it appears that 


being appointed to aſſemble at the houſe of John Alexander in the 
town of Belfaſt at the hour of eight o'clock on Friday the 14th of 
| April laſt, Colonel Barber, with a detachment of the army, went 
to the fait houſe, where two ſocieties were then actually ſitting. 

Mr. Fox, ſtore-keeper of the ordnance, under the direction of 
Colonel Barber, entered one of the rooms in which one of the com- 


mittees or fociefies 1 Was cy. with their papers before them, round 
a table, and their Secretary in the 


nd BY chair; ; and 1t appears in the minure book that the ſociety had ad- 
cs journed from the gth to the 14th of April, the day on n they 


*uvere arreſted, to ſit at the ſaid houſe. 
Lieutenant Elliſon of the artillery entered another room in the 
ſame houſe where another committtee was fitting ; the papers be- 
longing to that committee or ſociety were in the hat of a perſon who 
fat at the head of the table, and appears from the papers to have 


been the Secretary of that ſociety. 
At the ſame time Mr. Atkinſon, high conſtable of Belfaſt, found 


concealed in another room of the ſame houſe, papers purporting to 
belong to another committee or ſociety, viz. the eightieth ſociety. 


Theſe papers conſiſt of, 


- The printed declaration and conſtitution of the United bil. 
men. 1 | 


2. Minutes of the proceedings of two of the ſocieties, 
3. Reports from Provincial and County Committees. 
4. A report from the Military Committee. 

5. Forms of the oath of an officer and of a ſoldier, 


6. Names of ſome of the ſociety,'\ with the arms that 11 pl 


7. Size roll of the ſociety, 8. A liſt 


upon information being given of certain ſocieties or <ommittees _ 
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8. A liſt of the families that have received relief. 

9. Reſolutions of the United Societies of Donaghadee and in 
vicinity. | Ty | 5 „„ 
10. Other looſe notes and papers of their proceedings. 


It appears to your committee that the declaration 1s the fame at 
that adopted by the United Iriſhmen in 1791, and the conſtitution 
formed upon the principles recommended in an addreſs of the fo. 
ciety of United Iriſhmen in Dublin to the Iriſh nation, William 
Drennan in the chair, and Archibald Hamilton Rowan ſecretary, 
in which it is ſtated, Tra(t as little to your friends as to your ene. 


mies in @ matter where you can act only by yourſelves ; the will | 


+: of the nation muſt be deelared before any reform ought to take 
* place; it is not therefore any claſs however numerous, any ſo. 
„ ciety however feſpectable, any ſubaltern aſſembly, that have either 


« xight or competency to expreſs that authoritative will; nothing | 
t leis than the people can ſpeak for the people; this eompetency | 
* reſides not in a few freeholders ſhivering in the corner of a county | 


4% hall, but only in the whole community repreſented in each county 


(as at preſent in Antrim) by Paroe nial Delegation, and then from 


* each county by Baronial Delegation to Provincial Conventions, 
5 the union of which muſt form rhe awful will of the people of 


The conſtitution is as follows: 


„̃k Tl on 


1ſt. This ſociety is conſtituted for the purpoſe of forwarding a 
brotherhood of affedion, a communion of rights and an union of 
power among Iriſhmen of every religious perſuaſion, and thereby to 
obtain a complete reform in the legiſlature, founded on the principles 
of civil, political and religious liberty. | 


2. The members of this ſociety ſhall either be ordinary or ho- 
norary, and ſhall not be limited to any deſcription of men, but to 
extend to all perſons who may be deemed eligible 

d. Every candidate for admiſſion into this ſociety ſhall be pro- 
poſed ee and ſeconded by another, both of whom ſhall 
vouch for his character and principles, and whoſe name ſhall be en- 


* 


* 
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tered on the books of the ſociety; the candidate to be balloted for 
Jon the ſociety's ſubſequent meeting, and if ne | 
Jof the beans be black he ſhall ſtand rejected. 4 by 

41th. As a fund is neceſſary, the better to carry into effe& the 


purpoſe of this aſſociation, each member on his admiſſion ſhall pa 
and | per mon 
while he ſhall continue a member. | En, : 
5th. The officers of this ſociety ſhall be a Secretary, and Treaſurer, 
who ſhall be appointed by ballot every three months, viz. on every 
firſt meeting in November, February, May and Auguſt. . 
6th. This fociety in manner aforeſaid ſhall appoint two members, 
who with the ſecretary ſhall act for the ſociety in a Baronial Com- 
mittee, which members ſhall receive on each night 


Jof their attendance on ſaid committee. 


7th. This ſociety ſhall in manner aforeſaid appoint 2 
members, who with the treaſurer ſhall form a committee of Fi- 
nance, &c. 5 1 | | | 
| 8th. At the requeſt of either committees, or ar IS” 
members igning a. requiſition, the ſecretary or if be ſhall be abſent 
the treaſurer ſhall call an extra meeting of the ſociety,  _ 
gth. This ſociety ſhall meet in ordinary every ſecond 


evening at o' clock, the preſident to be choſen by a 


1 


majority of the members preſent of whom ſhall be a 
quorum. | 


1oth. Every reſpect and deference ſhall be paid to the chairman. 
On his riſing from his ſeat and taking off his hat there. ſhall be 
ſilence, and the member ſeated. He ſhall be judge of order and 
propriety ; ſhall grant leave of abſence at pleaſure ; ſhall not enter 


into debate, If any member behave improperly he is empowered 


to direct an apology, or if refraQtory fine him in any ſum not 
exceeding and on refuſal to do as directed he 


WW ſhall therefore be expelled the ſociety for 


lith., No member ſhall ſpeak more than twice to one queſtion, 
without leave from the chairman. | | JE 
12th. Every perſon elected a member of this ſociety, whether 


ordinary or. honorary, ſhall previous to his admiſſion tate the: fol- 


lowing Te/t in a ſeparate apartment in the preſence of the perſons 
who. propoled and ſeconded him, and one member appointed 0 
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the chairman; or in caſe of abſence of one of the two perſons, | 
the chairman ſhall appoint another member to act for the abſentee, 
after which the new member ſhall be brought into the body of 
the ſociety, and there take the teſt in the uſual form. Z 


Tack 8-4 
In the awful preſence of God, 


I, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that I will perſevere in endea- 
vouring to form a brotherhood of affection among IrisHMEN of 
every religious perſuaſion, and that I will alfo perſevere in my en- 
deavours to obtain an equal, full and adequate repreſentation of 
all the people of Ireland. ; 


1 do further declare that neither hopes, fears, rewards, or pu- 
niſhments, ſhall ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to inform 
on or give evidence againſt any member or. members of this or 
ſimilar ſocieties, for any act or expreſſion of theirs, done or made 
collectively or individually, in or out of this ſociety, in purſuance | 
of the ſpirit of this obligation. — | . 
8 | OM 

- 13th. A member of any other acknowledged ſociety, being 
introduced to this ſociety by a member, ſhall, upon producing a 
certificate, ſigned by the ſecretary, and ſealed: with the ſeal of the 
ſociety to which he may belong, and taking the foregoing teſt, be 
admitted to attend the ſittings of this ſociety. 


% 


14th. No member ſhall have a certificate but by applying to the 
committee, who ſhall not grant it unleſs the member is leaving his 
place of reſidence, which certificate ſhall be lodged with the ſe- 


cretary on his return. | 


sth. When this ſociety ſhall amount to the number of thirty. 
ſix members, it ſhall be equally divided by lot“; that is, the names 
of all the members ſhall be put into a hat or box, the ſecretary or 
treaſurer ſhall draw) out eighteen individually, which eighteen 
ſhall be conſidered the ſenior ſociety, and the remaining eighteen 
the junior, who ſhall apply to the Baronial Committee, through 
. 


Societies in country places to divide as may beſt ſuit their local ſitu- 
=: | the 


4lion. 
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the Delegates of the ſenior ſociety for a number, and that this 
diviſion ſhall take place only in the months of October, January, 
April and July.— The fund ſhall alſo be equally divided. | 


ns, | 
ee, 
of 


16th. That no ſociety ſhall be recognized by any committee, 
unleſs approving of, and taking the teſt, and amounting in number 
to ſeven members. | | 


Order of Buſineſs at Meetings. 


* iſt. New members read declaration and teſt, during which ſub- 

- ſcriptions to be collected. | hos 

of ad. New members take the teſt, all members ſtanding and un- 
covered. | | | | | DE REF 

u. 23d. Minutes of preceding meeting read. 

Ir 4th. Reports of committees received. 

le 8 IK 

re 5th. Communications called for. 


6th, Candidates balloted for. 
th. Candidates propoſed. 


wo d 9 


3th. Motions made and determined. 
och. Place and time of next meeting appointe.. 


D | 115 kt 34 = 100 | 
- . CONSTITUTION of COE, ³ĩð 
| As adopted the 1oth of May. | 


Baronial Committees. 


iſt. When any barony or other diſtrict ſhall contain three or 

more ſocieties, three perſons from each ſhall be elected by ballor, 

conformable to the ſixth article, to form a Baronial Committee 

(for three months :) their names to be returned to the Secretary 

of the ſenior ſociety, who ſhall requeſt à deputation from the 

| neareſt Baronial Committee to conſtitute a committee for the ſaid 
barony or other diſtrict, | 


— 2d. When 
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2d. When any ky « or diſtri ſhall contain eight ſocieties, 
they may form another committee, to be called the ſecond com- 
' mittee of ſaid barony or diſtrict, provided each contains three or 
more ſocieties. 
za. Baronial Committees ſhall receive Delegates from ſocieties 
of a contiguous barony, provided ſaid barony do not contain three 
ſocieties. 

4th. That the Baronial Committee ſhall corefocnd with ſocieties 
or individuals who have ſubſcribed the declaration and taken the 
teſt of the preſent aſſociated ſocieties. 

5th. That all queſtions ſhall be determined by . a majority of 
the members preſent. 

6th. That the Baronial Committee being regularly ſummoned, 
the one third of its members ſhall be deemed a quorum, and ca- 
pable of proceeding to buſineſs. 5 

2th. That any buſineſs originating in any db ſociety, 
ſhall at the inſtance of ſuch ſociety's Delegates be Dy: the Baro- 
nial Committee laid before the other ſocieties. 


County Committees 


iſt. When any county ſhall contain three or more Baronial 
Committees, two perſons ſhall be elected by ballot from each Ba. 
ronial Committee to form a County Committee (for three 
months.) 

2d. County Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Baronial 
Committees of adjacent counties, it ſaid counties do not contain 
three Baronial nnn, 


. Committees. 


1ſt, When two or more counties ſhall have County Committees, 
three p erſons ſhall be elected by ballot from each to form a Pro- 
vincial Committee (tor three months.) | 

2d. Delegates from County Committees in other provinces will 
be received, if ſuch provinces do not contain two County Com- 
mittees. 
5 National 
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National Committee. 


/ 


That when two Provincial Committees are formed they ſhall 
elect five perſons from each by ballot, to form a National Com- | 
mittee. 

N. B. Society's firſt meetings in November, February, May 


and Auguſt, to be on or before the 5th; Baronial Committees on 


or before the 8th; County Committees on or before the 15th, 
and Provincial Committees on or before the 25th of the above 
months. 
Baronial, County and Ke Committees ſhall meet at 
leaſt once in every month, and report to their conſtituents. _ 
Names -of committee-men ſhould not be known by any perſon 
but thoſe who elect them. | 


Teſt for ets of Societies or Committees. 5 
eln the awful preſence of God, 


„ do voluntarily declare, that as long as 1 ball! hold the 
« office of ſecretary to this [ will to the utmoſt 
e of my abilities faithfully diſcharge the duties thereof. 
„That all papers or documents received by me as Secretary I 
1 will i in ſafety keep; I will not give any of them or any copy or 


copies of them to any perſon or perſon, members or others, but 


by a vote of this | and that I will! at the 


| © expiration of my Secretaryſhip deliver up to this 


all ſuch payers as may be then in my poſſeſſion,” 


5 | CERTIFICATE, 


* Society of United Iriſhmen of 
% hereby certify that A. B. has been duly elected, and having 
taken the teſt provided in the conſtitution, has been admitted a 
* member of this Society.“ 
Your committee think ir neceſſary to point out a manifeſt and 
ſtriking diſtinction in the teſt annexed to the original declaration 
of the United Iriſhmen and that annexed to this conſtitution, and 


| which corroborates the opinion your committee have already given, 


G 2 ” that 
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that reform of parliament was only a colourable object to work on 
the minds of the people, but that their real object was the 
overthrow of the conſtitution. ' 

The original teſt holds forth a repreſentation of the Iriſh nation 
in parliament, and a reform of that parliament. 

The preſent teſt, which your commuttee find to be the one 
univerſally: adopted in the Societies of which they have received 
information, and under which all the United Iriſhmen are at preſent 
ſworn, purpoſely omits the words, Parliament and Reform, thereby 
clearly ſhewing, that an original inſtitution independent of par. 
liament is the object, which is ſtill farther proved by the reports 
and communications between the Committees and Societies, in 
which they mention an Executive Committee, under the Wini 
of which they ſeem to act. | 

It appears to your committee that the conſtiution ſo recommended 
is in a great meaſure carried into effect, and that ſuch committees 
do exiſt. 

That Secretaries have been elected in theſe Societies; that com- 
mittee-men have been appointed; that monthly contributions have 
been. levied ; that a Treaſurer has been appointed; that perſons | 
have been named to purchaſe pikes; that it was reſolved to furniſh 
pikes at the expenſe of the ſociety for thoſe who could not afford 
to purchaſe them; that perſons have been interrogated for their 
conduct; that reports have been. received and approved of; that 
a military committee has been appointed ; that returns of arms, 
ammunition and men are made to the Military Committee; and 
that officers have been appointed, will appear from the following 
entries in the minute-book of the ſociety, ſeized by Mr. Fox. 


— 


Entries in the Minute Book, No. 2, ae and identified by Mr. 
Fox, Page 8 and 8. 


Reſolved, that the Secretary ſhall be s by the name 4 54th 
Secretary of United Iriſhmen of Belfaſt; 

James Burnſide elected Secretary, Pat. Handlam and John 
Atkinſon committee men. 

Reſolved, that we will 90 into the Baronial Committee 28. 84d. 


per month, 
Edward 


Edward Kelly and Tervdas M*Cann along with the Trealurer 
appointed to attend a committee of finance. 
James Burnſide elected Treaſurer. 


Od. 21ſt 1796. 
At a oral held i in John Alexander's, 
—-—cnard M*Gee, Chair. | 


| Reſolved, that three men be appointed to pinched N and 
poles for this ſociety James Burnſide, Pat. M*Stravock and 
Richard M*Gee were appointed. | 


= Reſolved, that any man that fairly tells any of theſe PROM 
Th appointed that he is not able to purchaſe a pike, that he ſhall-be 
| furniſhed with one out of the fund of this ſociety. 


d | | | 

es Reſolved, that we meet at Crozier's in Union-ſtreet at eight 
o' Clock on Sunday 6th November in the morning. 

1- | 

re | | Crozier's, 6th Ns 1796. 

3 : | Edward Kelly, Chairman. 

d EE James Burnſide elected Secretary. 

r Edward Kelly and Terence M Cann were appointed committee 

0 men to attend the ninth diviſion. 

F Reſolved, that John Barret be interrogated who was the perſon 

g gave him the word and ſign. 


| Reſolved, that if John Barret does not tell who it was that gave 
| him the word and ſign, and take the oath that is neceſſary, he 
| ſhall be excluded this ſociety. 


Reſolved, that each member ſhall ſpend mene each night of 
meeting... | 


Page 10. 
- | January 1ſt 1797. 
Richard M*<Gee, Chairman. 


 Reffived: that all money or ſubſcription received for this 


Jeu? ſhall go to the uſe of buying pikes. - 
Page 


54 | No. II. 


Page 11. 


Nickles 2, 22d January 1797. 
. Reſolved, that we approve of the rl that we hav received 


from the committee. . 
Reſolved, that E. Kelly and R. M<Gee does attend the Civil F 
Committee for this enſuing three months. | 
February 5th 1797. 8 
Edward Clements, Chairman. 
| u 
Reſolved, that we approve of the report we have : now heard 
read. | P 
Page ! OE WD Is 
Reſolved, that we will not receive any other 1 from the 
tary Committee but ſuch as we have appointed. | a 
Reſolved, that Wm. Stewart get a copy of this Reſolution to 
lay before the committee. FE 
Sunday, 19th Feb. 1797. : 
John Milton, Chairman. tl 
Reſolved, at we will ballot for two new members to attend the n 
Military Committee in the 0 of Wm. Stewart and Richd. 8 
M“ Gee. | | | 
Reſolved, "I John Miller and Thomas Hanlon does attend the ll © 
Military Commitee till further order of (3s Society. h 
Page 13. | 1 
eſolved, that James M Donald gets a copy of the arms, am- ® 
munition and men belonging to this ſociety to lay before the M. 
Committee. 
Young” s Tavern, 
E. Kelly, Chairman. R 


Reſolved, that the reports which we have now received from 
the committee is apd. of by this . 


al 


| Page 1 


P age I 4+ Fg FG 
Reſolved by this ſociety that each member who does not attend 
after legal warning ſhall be expelled this ſociety. 
Reſolved by this ſociety, that the military officers ſhall get a 


liſt of the men's names be onging to this Wits to lay before the 
Military Committee. 


Page 15. | | 
| ' Morriſon's, 2d April. 
John Milton, Chairman. 


Reſolved, that the officers ſhall get a liſt of the men's names 
under their command. | 
Alexander's, 9th April. 

page 16. 

Reſolved, that John Milton gets a caution from E. Kelly that he 
is clear of the charge laid againſt him. 

Reſolved, that we meet on Friday next in John Alexander” 8 
at 8 0 clock. : | 


3 


It has appeared | in evidence that the ts between the 
different ſocieties and committees is carried by means of the Secre- 
taries and Delegates who take notes of what paſſes in order to re- 
port to and from the higher and lower Societies, and by this means 
the repreſentations and opinions of the inferior Societies are com- 
municated to their ſuperiors, and the orders and inſtructions from 
the higher ſocieties and committees are conveyed to the inferior 
ones. 

It appears in evidence that the reports are not entered on the 

minutes, but uſually deſtroyed after being read by the Secretary. 
Four committee think it neceſſary for the information of the 
houſe to ſtate at length the following papers, which will in a great 
meaſure develope the ſyſtem upon which theſe ſocieties proceed, 
and appear to be reports made by Secretaries. 


Paper-writing JO and identi fot by Mr. Atkinſon 
; 3: 58002 3 
Reſolutions of the United Societies of Donaghadee and its Vicinity. 


iſt. Reſolved, that it has always been the invariable opinion of 
all ſound philoſophers, ſtateſmen and divines, that all power is 


radicall in the people. 
7 ns 2d, Reſolved, 
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volutionary Committee or fit men delegated by them. | 
| 11th, Reſolved, 


2d. Reſolved, that when tyrants, uſurpers and opprefiors, graſp. 
ing at domination, or even ſuch -as are legally delegated by the 
people, degenerate into tyrants, or act contrary to the truſt com. 
mitted to them, in that. caſe the people ought to claim their right, 
and the power return to its original channel. 1 

zd. Reſolved, that at the preſent criſis the people being united 


ſhould alſo arm, choſe their officers, and take a - firſt, ſecond and 


third requiſition of ſuch as are able to go forth to war in defence 
of their rights as men. 55 EE 

4th. Reſol ved, that our brethern in arms be duly provided for with 
ſuch things as their caſe and ſituation requires, and that means be 


adopted that their families may not ſuffer in their abſence. 
5th. Reſolved, that to anſwer ſuch emergencies a contribution be 


impoſed upon the people in general according to their reſpective 
circumſtances; rents and tythes ſhall alſo be conſidered, the latter 


. of which, except in the preſent. emergency, ſhall for ever be 


aboliſhed. 


6th. Reſolved, that there are a great many inimical and will no 


doubt prove hoſtile to the cauſe of liberty ; their eſtates or pro- 
perty ſhall be confiſcated and converted to the national benefit. 
7th. Refolved, that the civil law muſt always be kept up and pro- 


per men appointed to prevent outrage in the country, and theſe 


men to be aſſiſted by a military force when called upon, and that 
ſaid men ſhall take proper meaſures to ſupport both the inhabitants 
and military with proper neceſſaries. | 


\ 8th. Reſolved, that there ſhall be a national, or (if it be thought 
more eligible) a provincial fund, where the property of the enemy | 
ſhall be depoſited, and that drafts for the above purpoſes ſhall be 
made as neceflity ſhall require. | | 


gth. Reſolved, that any avowed enemy to the cauſe ſhall not have 
admittance into the ranks when it makes it appearance, but ſhall 


be taken as priſoners. and tried by a jury according to the law then 
exiſting, and if found guilty their property diſpoſed of according 


to ſaid law. 


ioth. Reſolved, that farmers or ſuch as poſleſs a redundancy 


of victualling ſhall bring it forward to ſale, and the families of ſuch 


as are called off in the cauſe of their country ſhall be ſupplied 


threeby at a moderate price, which ſhall be agreed on by the Re- 
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11th, Reſolved, that the wounded; the widow and fatherleſs of 
ſuch as have fought in the caule of their country ſhall be provided 
for or ſupported from the aforeſaid fund. | | : 
12th. Reſolved, that there ſhall be an aſſociation under the name 
and deſignation of a Revolutionary Committee, compoſed: of the 
. beſt qualified and moſt reſpectable characters, viz, one man choſen _ 
from each ſociety and delegated by ſaid ſociety to meet together, who 
ſhall keep and enforce the above reſolutions, and take care that they 
be carried into effect and duly executed whenever the cauſe ſhall 
require, os | 
_ 13th; Refolved, that to act in concert with the Revolutionary 
Committee, there ſhall be magiſtrates appointed and veſted with 
executive power, which ſhall continue in office for the ſpace of ſix. 


months only, except in caſe of re- election; but if a revolution is 


_ accompliſhed an annual election ſhall take place. 
Paper-writing ſeized and identified by Liewenant Elin. 
Z No. 7. 


Reports from the Baronial Committee. 


| | 5 | 133 
Men, Antrim 22022 = Money 78 6 8 
Down © 16000 : - 0 11 8 
Derry 10000 = - - 8 8 
Tyrone 6860 — — — 
Armagh 4000 nt 
Monaghan 3020 8 — ——— 
Donegal 5000 = - 7 
Cavan 1000 = ,- „ 
Meath 1776 © on: U— — 
Fermanagh 2000 -= % 
| Louth 2060 £* ;˖dũ VSF 
Total men - 72206 | 144 2 11 


g 
1 

| 

; 

! 

! 

! 

| 
1 
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De i: . d. 
Paid to Antrim Priſoners, © = „ 
Down Do. 3 „ 
Fermanagh Do = - 29-3 
A Delegate of Tyrone - 23-5: 5 
| 99 18 11 
Balance - "$4 1». 


The following counties are formed into another Provincial Com- 
mittee, viz. Weſtmeath, Kildare, Dublin City ; the above counties 
are organized and are coming on well. Dublin 1s divided into four 


diſtricts ; your Executive Committee give no other reports than the 


organizing the above; not having met lately, there will a report be at 
next meeting of your Provincial Committee. Newry citizens have 
been very liberal, they voted £21 115. as private ſubſcription in ad- 
dition to the large voluntary ones forwarded to their country; they 


employed a Delegate to Cavan and Leinſter counties, where they 


formed a number of ſocieties ; they promiſe to do well; caſh ſeven- 
teen pounds. There is a Captain St. Leger of the 24th dragoot s at 
preſent in Armagh for being an active U. I. M. to which they ſent 
£4 11s. to be divided among his party that is confined ; he has a wife 
and four children; his pay was taken from him, nor was he allowed to 
diſpoſe of his commiſſion. Recommended that all monthly ſubſcrip- 
tions of counties be counted as if going to the Provincial Committee, 


that is to ſay, reſerving a power to.the counties diſcretion whatever 


ſum they may think neceſſary to grant their priſoners at. Balance to 
be paid to the Provincial Committee, which will ſhew at once the 
ſum paid by each Committee, likewiſe that there will be a monthly 
return of U. I. M. confined in each county, and what is allowed for 
their ſupport ; the county of Tyrone is much confuſed at preſent, 


owing to ſome their county members confined at preſent there; twenty- 


five men confined, not many the laſt month to ſupport there; one 
there was, ſeven guineas voted to their ſupport; they promiſed a 
return for this in another month ; there was ſeveral petitions received 
from Kildare, and it is warmly recommended to the different counties 
to bring ſomething forward tor their ſupport ; laſt Provincial Meeting 


COuUNn ty 


Ne. © » 


county Down Delegates reported, that William Briſtow of this town 
has a Provincial account of laſt meeting previous to the Sub-com- 
mittee : Belfaſt therefore be cautious, for ſome ſecretary is certainly 
deceiving us; the old word and fign of U. I. Men is -aboliſhed to 
further orders. Louth Delegates. reported, that two men from Belfaſt, 
Denis Digney and Robert Rowny, behaved very ill, and was very 
near diſorganizing ſaid county on account of making uſe of lyin 
reports and words and things of their making ; your Province 
Committee dont approve of the reports of the county reſpecting new 
code of laws, being quite too premature, your Exece have that to do 
or to frame them; Armagh have appointed five to ſupport their 
priſoners ; Monaghan Delegates have a conſiderable ſum of money, 
but being fo young in the buſineſs did not know how to bring it for- 
ward, but will on the next meeting; the city of Dublin is doing well; 
ſent to Newry for five conſtitutions, and going on regular and is 
collecting money; will pay as ſoon as poſſible for the forwarding the 
buſineſs in the upper part of the county of Meath and Kildare; 
Dr. C. q. take from Newry fifteen conſtitutions to the county Kildare, 
and promiſed to diſtribute them there with much attention; the 
delegates thought it proper to give in the ſums of money ſubſcnbed 
by you to the Provincial Committee, being well aware of the 
numerous complaints made againſt your county for neglecting bringing 
forward money ſubſcribed monthly; the Treaſurer of county Louth 

in Dublin; county of Antrim is far deficient reſpecting the monthly 
ſubſcription, for the county Down on an average pays not leſs than 
ninety pounds per month to priſoners and provincial county. 


Report of the County of Antrim, | 
Belfaſt. 
Men 2,639 

526 Guns 

399 Bayonets 

388 Piſtols 

567 Pikes 

12,130 Ball Car., . 

1 | „ 
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15,953 Balls 
566 Powder 
6 Canons | 
1 Mortar 3 
County total 23,059 ) 
2,659 Guns 
982 Bayonets | 
204 Piſtols 
2,348 Pikes 
85 Swords f 
18,235 Ball Car. 
2,358 Balls 
6284 Powder 
g Canons 
pL Mortar : 
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Paper ſeized and identified by Mr. Elliſon. 


No. 2. 


7th December. 


| 2434 Men nag in Belfaſt—248 guns—212 bay- 


onets—19 piſto 


$—32 {words—120 pikes—8027 rounds of 


ball cartridge—82 rounds of powder—16 ſetts of belts 


and 2 forkes. 


COUNTY x 


No. II. _ 63 


COUNTY REPORTS. 


20184 Men, 1179 guns, 255 1 35 piftols, ag 
ſwords, 8743 ball-cartridge in the ſeveral baronies repte- 
ſented in the County CO 


| „„ 
Upper N N paid 10 10 4 
Lower ditto = „„ * EC 
Up aue . 8 „ 
Lower 8 „ 14 15 9 
Upper Antrim - „„ 3 22 
Lower e ?:. 5 1 4 
Upper Toom - - EE. 
Lower ditto - 1 77üEB;! 
Lower Dunluſe „ ” M 1 it 
Upper Qlenarm ©. 1 10 6 
Lower Toom paid as voluntary ſubſcription 4 1 — 
7 1 3 


The above money was paid the county committee, 


PROVINCIAL 


- 
* 


PROVINCIAL REPORTS. 


| Voluntary, 
r ED 4b $6 
— - 9 [  . :7 19 7 6 
Downe - 12556 "of 8 27 2 5* 1 
Derry „ Joo 55 N 16 16 104 
Donegal W a 1 1 43 4- 
Tyrone 6500 B.] 2112 3 12 10 3 
Louth 1360 ; 


„ 
Armagh - 2500 paid nothing. 5 


Monaghan 2500 ditto 
Cavan - 800 ditto 
Meath » . 1776 ditto 
Fermanagh 1500 ditto 
£ 59638 1 32 7.9 


— ” — — 8 


9 


Tour Provincial Committee reported that your Executive Com- 

mittee did not act properly, in conſequence of which your Provincial 
ſtripped of all their powers and diſſolved them, and formed a new 
one; but to prevent the men that compoſed your Ex. C. to have any 
excuſe, your Provincial C. elected two-thirds of the old members 
for three months, and if they do not act as your Provincial C. 

thinks right, they will turn them out and put new ones in their place 
the other third are men of reſpectability and honour, and they 
come under your Provincial C. inſpection and are accountable to 
your Provincial C. for money and meaſures; ſome one handed in a 
report to pf. as follows: recommending to U. In to be-very 
| . | | circumſpect 


d, 


v3 


1 
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circumſpect in their conduct, as the only wiſh of Government was 


to goad us into inſurrection, by which means they would have it in 
their power to put us down, never to riſe, at leaſt for a century, and 


likewiſe we have paid a great deal of money to the people in gaol and 

it will take a large ſum of money to aſſiſt them all winter; we re⸗ 
ueſt the Coe. to allow us to take our ſuperior officers for our body 

dae the South, of the beſt men, but notwithſtanding the treatment 


your Provincial received from your Ex. Ce. your Provincial C. acted 


with great caution and prudence; in conſequence of people being 


diſappointed ſo often in coming from the fartheſt parts of this king- 
dom to Belfaſt for conſtitutions they allow them to be printed in three 
parts of this Kingdom ; they recommend to all U. I—n not to buy 
any thing from deſpots if the can poſſibly help it—your Provincial 
C. earneſtly recommends to all U. I to keep from intoxication 
—they promiſed to give to the county the number of defenders in 


| Ircland—a defender up the country promiſed to give four thouſand _ 


guineas for the uſe of the U. I—n, and all he aſks is three or four 
of the U. I—n as ſecurity for that ſum.—Reported in the county 


C. that the Privy Council of Ireland ſummoned the titlar biſhops _ 
and bribed them with 500 guineas, and deſired them to ſummon the _ 


prieſts, and the prieſts for to do all in their power to find out-if any 
of their hearers was U. I—n, or held any converſation with the like, 


and if there was any that was or did ſo, to excommunicate them 


from the church. —Your county C. thinks that if there is any U. 
I—n on the jury that will commit any of the priſoners that is con- 
fined for being U. I—n ought to loſe their exiſtence—the Orange 


men jn the county of Tyrone are taking the arms from the de- 
fenders. | gs 


A member of your county C. called a meeting of the ſame to 


petition parliament for a reform of parliament, but all the members 
except a few were utterly againſt any ſuch thing, 


BELFAST, BARONIAL REPORTS. 


1ſt battalion of military came to a reſolution to divide into divi- 
ſions, each diviſion to compoſe three ſocieties, and out of them to 
appoint 1 captain 2 lieutenants, the reſt to be ſerjeants. 


Reſolved, 


vr NN. 1. 


| | Reſolved; that che ſixth diviſion gets four conſtitution, three of 
them to ſend up the countty.—Reſolved, that the 8 divifion be 


ted one conſtitution for the 90 ſociery.—Reſolved, that the 3d 


Aiden be granted one do. for the prifotiers in Carrick.—Refolved, 


that the 20 ſociety be granted one conftitution, and No. 11, fot 
them ſplit, as that number was never filled. —Refolved, that no ſecre- 
tary of ſocieties or committees give any reports they may receive 10 
any perſon but in the ſoclety or committee, atid if any perſon be 
ent not belonging to ſaid ſociety or cottimittee, that they will not 
give the report in preſence of the ſtranger. 5 
Reſolved, that we recottiriend to the military battalion to appoint 
men that can work field-pieces. 3 3 
The 1ſt diviſion recommended to all ſocieties not to have any 


thing to ſay to father and ſon, name of Procter, ſawyers. 


— — OY — — : 


Paper-writing, ſeized and identified by Mr « Atkinſon. | 


Provintial Report. Priſoners. 

; 4 . 2 „ 

49 _ Antrim = 22039 50 11 1 
= —_  - . 23769 7% — 911 75 — 9 
" '* "3 A} 10000 — — — mos On ee, 
Armagh - 12273 44 10' — . 
Donegal, 9648 25 —— 15 1 11 

| Monaghan = 32% 11 4 6 => —— 
Tyrone - 12169 V 5 r 


Lowth 5 | 3433 — — 


Cavan - _ - 10 %/%łwét8 er 
I | 1 99411 234 17 — 174 13 6 
10 e For 8000 conſtitutions 13 237 = 
0 % To the Executive = - — 10 54 
JJ 1 
| Antrim, Armagh, Down, Lowth. 
Guns Bayonets Piſtols Swords Pikes 
6346 256 469/44 5008720611 Be; 
Ball Cartridge Balls Powder Cannon Blunderbuſſes 
207741 3169 fa „CC ER. 2 
7 | 1 Mortar 1 „ 85 39 


* : 


The reports ſooner nor uſual on account of our friends being 
expected ſoon into Bantry; government is uſing all means in their 
power to put us into inſurrection, the Executive is taking proper 
- meaſures to appoint proper officers. Mitchel the cows has got him 
in Dublin. No perlon to inſult yeomen on account of ſome of them 
turning out; ſet your face againſt bank notes and exciſe buſineſs,” as 
that-is the beſt means to harraſs the government ; the Executive. re- 
queſts the full returns of men and arms and means of defence as in 
caſe if our friends not coming, but there is no danger for to no our 
own ſtrength. Leinſter commit. on Sunday laſt met, but we could 
have no return of provintial report that each county takes it to 
account to make friends of Catholics and Orange men as it is doing 


a great dail of good in Armagh. A © 
Antrim 22480—44). 28. d. —Voluntaty 20gl. 168. 3. 
Guns Bayonets Piſtolss words Pikes 5 B. Cartridge 
2675 — 1267 — 302 — 245 — 3610 — 19979 
„ F . Balls 


. — 
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Balls * 8 Cannon | * : 

53869 — 900 6 

Reſolved, that each county member bring entilligance how how 
wives and children 1s to be ſupported. 


Reſolved, that 3 cl. 58. 25d. be got for the enſuing month, try al 
of friends 168], 118. 


— — a — WR _ . - 4 > 
— 5. — — * — ad * : 8 J — 5 Vs * et 
— — — — 2 —— F — : 
- 8 » — 
8 0 - 5 - - " 


L. | 6. d. 
i Forward to Provincial committee — — - 30 3-0 
Provincial expenſes  - =— -. = _— 5 19 2 
= Treaſurer's Z - OE 8 


1 Three ee in each diviſional comm. to ſertle any buſineſs 
. betwixt united Iriſhmen, upper Tomb reported, Samuel Anderſon, 
James Murray, Gilbert Clark, John Harris formed a ſecret comm. 

to deſtroy united Iriſh, and Harris opened the plot againſt the whole. 


Reſolved, that Dundas Mil. movement or other publication 
#1 ſhould be read by Mil. ent 
= Voluntary fubſeription from 1ſt divifion - 1 158 11 51 


# 55-4 a : * 
f PS 


EL ok women co as | | ; Guineas. 

Do. for mounting P F 

2 diviſion for cannon . 3 5 3 

9 diviion __ - - A <p; Tart es | 

OO „ „ 
Total e 


Devlin and Haughner 
Anilery Militia 


| Reſolved, that voluntery ſubſcription to be paid next 3 


{ bad men. 


Paper - 


al 
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Paper- writing ſeized and identified by Mr. ln. 


A report from the military committee received as ſuch; you are 
to let the officers know their men and the men their officers, and 40 
not fail to engage them in a ſolemn manner that they may call ther 
out on one minute's warning, and they may by that means endeavour 
to ſee them armed in the moſt ſpeedy manner; there is no time to 


be loſt, for the grand committee think that if one of the priſoners we 

let them be hanged we ſhould forfeit our intention for evermore, for 
we know not the minute we'll be called on to give an account; for 

our friends is hourly expected. | , a 


* 
* * 
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Paper-writing ſeized and identified -by Mr. Fur. 
COUNTY REPORTS, r 1th April 1797. 
E They received from the ariſtocrats of Belfaſt 3741. 48. 6d. which | 
was laid out as follows: nf 88 
Paid the committee appointed to attend the priſoners of 


this irie — 2283 15 — 


Paid into the hands of different people to attend the : 
| priſoners out of this circuit, = = go 9 6 


Oc - crels a 374 4.6 © 
Received from the ſocieties of this county as a volun- 3 
tary ſubſcription 1 356 10 2 
which was paid to the committee for the priſoners uſe; the provincial 
reports that they have uſed every means to defend the priſoners at the 


2 - 


time of trial. : 05 1 8 . 
Men. Guns. Bayonets. Piſtols. Swords. Pikes. 


B. Cartridges, Balls. lbs. Powder. Canon. Mortar. 


24,911 70,943 1,230 "+ 
| To rib 2949 WE r Belfaſt 


5 1 
Belfaſt To.] -- 482 17 46. 12 W 
Upper do. „ ys B- 4. 9 3 — 


o 22 6 10k. on 
Upper Maſereene - 914 1k |— —— 
Lower do. 0 — ie — 
Upper Antrim - 83 9 — 2 e es 
o -- 24/0 54 ——— 
Upper Toome 5 114 14 — — — 
Lower do 16 16 44 3 13 —1 
Upper Dunluce ; 3 5 9 | — — — 
Lower do. : — —— {| 16 — 


Upper Glenarm <- _ 18 12 3 


Lower do. 5 „„ . 
Kilconway — _ 1 6 3 NE OR os 
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Reſolved, that the Provincial form a plan for the ſupport of poor 
families, that they get us the number of Defenders in the kingdom 
who are not U. I. and if they will act in concert with U. I. 
Fulton and M*Cormick, who was reported ſome time ago to 
| behave improperly, was tried and found innocent of that charge. 

John Kennedy from Crew brother-in-law to Hy. Sinclair of N. ſtreet 
in Belfaſt, is very bad, and came here for the purpoſe of getting in- 
formation. William Pale, a deſerter, Kinly Shilock, blackſmith of 
Duncathery, Robert M*Clelland from Ballymena, and John Love 
an attorney of do. is all very bad and ougkt to be guarded againſt. 

| ee 1 8 „ Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that we again declare it hiebly! improper to hold any 8 
communication with 2 out of ſociety, without they are well | 


| known. 


Reſolved, that a commurtes\E 7 be appointed to lay out the mo- 
ney for the priſoners to the amount of 200l.—66 conſtitutions yas 
granted at this meeting. 

That it be recommended to all ſocieties that is wealthy to enter 


into a vol. ſub. for the purpoſe of 1 our poor fellow enn, 


Pape uri ſeized and identified by Lt. Ellifs. 
Nous: * 
11th April 570% 5 
„„ Bayonets. rin - - Swords. 


Antrim. 22,716 2,248 | 12748 417 363 

Piſtols. Pikes. | 
363 4,888, 

Subſcription. | 

Town Belfaſt 482 17 6 Upper do. — ——. 
Lower | e 5%; on fas 
Upper Mazerine 9 14 11 Lower do. 26 12 10 
Upper Antrim 83 12 — Lower Antrim 14 13 — 
Upper Toom 1 14 —l Lower . 16 16 4 
Upper Dinluſe 3 5 7 Lower do. 1. 16 — 
Upper Glenarm 18 12 3 Lower Glenarm 5 2 4 
Kilconoury 1. 6 3 Keay. 1 


Total 693 8 94 


A voluntary | 


A voluntary ſubſcription got from araſtorrick = 374 4 6 
Paid to the North weſt Sirkiet - = — 8 
To do, the North Eſt do. - = ' 2328315 4 
Recommended to the Provenfal Ct. to form a plan of proviſion for 

poor mens familys during our exhorſhings in the field. Fulton and 
' McCormick afirs is ſettled. Ino. brother-in-low to Hy. Sinclair 
from Crew, Kinly Sherlick Dimanry is a bad man and 1s wery dan- 
geries to the cauſe. John Love belly moner a bad man very dangers 
to the cauſe. A riſulition we again declare it that it highly improper 
to hold any communication with perſons out of ſociety, not nowing 
them to be regular members. Reſolved that 7 members out of this 
cte. be choſen he will be appointed he ſhall have full power to vot 
away any ſums of money not exeding 200l. if in your hands, if in 
there hands for the ſeport of the provenſal priſiners. Laſt meeting 66 
Ct. voted away. „ 
Beroniel, Reſolved that it is recommended to the different ſociety 
that is able to enter into a voluntary ſubſcription for the uſe of arming 
thoſe that is not able. 3 | | | 


— — . — 
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No. 111. That theſe reports are generally circulated through the ſocieries is 


further proved by a paper taken by a magiſtrate in a diſtant part of 
the county of Antrim ; and another paper taken in the county of 


co. V. Down near Portaferry from a perſon who acknowledged himſelf to 


be a ſecretary, on or about the 8th of November. The time of their 
forming themſelves into military bodies is aſcertained by this paper; 


- and it is to be obſerved that the yeomanry corps eſtabliſhed by par- 


liament about the ſame time, were reſiſted and oppoſed in thoſe parts 
of the kingdom where the United Iriſhmen appeared to have been 
moſt active. 3 i | 9 

It appears from a variety of evidence that no means are ne- 
glected for eſtabliſhing their conſtitution and enforcing an obe- 
_ cence to their laws; that contributions are levied to defray the 
expenſes of the ſociety; that threats and intimidations are em- 
ployed againſt witneſſes and jury-men as a means to prevent their 
aſſociates. from being brought to juſtice ; and that a committee is 
appointed to defray the expenſes of defending ſuch as are brought 


to trial or are in priſon ; that the aſſiſtance of the French is ex- 


pected and held forth as negotiated for; that at Belfaſt alone exiſt 
1 | Ls 80 locieties 
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80 ſocieties at leaſt; and that emiſfaries are employed to extend 
theſe ſocieties; that arms and ammunition are procured, pikes 
bought, officers appointed, military diſcipline recommended and 


for Uthe families of their ſociety during their exertions in the field; 

and that ſuſpected perſons are brought to account for their actions, and 
lait it has been ſtated in evidence that a tribunal is appointed for this 
lan. purpoſe who try the offenders in their abſence and determine their 
i 2 even to death. 

pet I The committee forbear from ſtating individual idee of out- 
hy rage and aſſaſſination which have appeared to them in evidence, as 


they may become the ſubjects of trial in the courts of Juſtice; and 


Gs for the ſame reaſon your committee refrain from ſtating the parol 
66 evidence that has been laid before them reſpecting the attempts to 
ö 


ſeduce the military; the committee think it their duty to fate 


etys to repreſent, that in their opinion thoſe attempts are ſo far from 
ung I having been attended with the ſucceſs that was expected by thoſe 
who practiſed them, that the committee feel themſelves fully war- 
ranted in expreſſing che firmeſt reliance on the zeal and loyalty of his 
Majeſty's troops. 
S131 WH Your committee is ;nclſied to betiays that he; numbers of the 
t of Nperſons ſtated in the returns of the ſeveral counties are conſiderably 
of overrated ; for it has been ſtated to them in evidence, that every 
to Wartifice is uſed to keep up their ſpirits by exaggerated . of their 
ieir Witrength and power. | 
er; Upon the whole, dangerous and alarming as this conſpiracy ap- 
ar- pears to be, your committee is induced to believe the degrees of 
arts WW criminality in the individuals who compoſe it are very different, as 
een Wit appears to have been a principle with the authors of this inſtitution 
J cloak their real deſign under falſe colours. 
ne- At the ſame time your committee think it atetiiiry to ſtate as 
be- their decided opinion, upon a review of the whole evidence that 
the has been laid before the committee, that a complete revolution and 
m- ¶ confiſcation of property and the eſtabliſhment of a Republick upon 
eit French principles, are the real objects of this conſpiracy, and not . 
18 Wan amelioration of the preſent conſtitution. | 
pht From the importance of tne matter contained in this report your 
ex- committee have thought it their duty to loſe no time in laying it 


rt ¶ before the en and are proceeding's in their enquiries, oh 
ties | | - . 


enforced by oaths to be taken by officers and men; proviſion for No. v. 


the fact of ſuch attempts having been made, and at the ſame timm 
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The following Papers are. annexed to the foregoing 
4 . Report. „„ 


No. I. 


« IN the preſent great æra of reform, when unjuſt governments 
« are falling in every quarter of Europe, when religious perſecu- 
« tion is compelled to abjure her tyranny over conſcience, when 
ee the rights of man are aſcertained in theory, and that theory ſub- 
« ſtantiated by practice, when antiquity can no longer defend ab- 
'« ſurd and oppreſſive forms againſt the common ſenſe and common 
46 intereſts * mankind, when all government is acknowledged to 
« originate from the people, and to be ſo far only obligatory as it 
4 protects their rights and promotes their welfare, we think it our 
« duty as Iriſhmen to come forward and ſtate what we feel to be 
e our heavy grievance, and what we know to be its effectual re- 
cc medy, : a 1 0 | . 

& WE HAVE No NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 


We are ruled by Engliſhmen and the ſervants of Engliſhmen, 
e filled as to commerce and politics with the ſhort-ſighted and ig- 
t norant prejudices of their country, and theſe men have the whole 
* of the power and patronage of Ireland as means to ſeduce and to 
* ſubdue the honeſty and the ſpirit of her repreſentatives in the le- 
e giſlature. Such an extrinſic power, acting with uniform force in 
# a direction too frequently oppoſite to the true line of our obvi- 
* ous intereſts can be reſiſted with effect ſolely by unanimity, deci- 
ion and ſpirit in the people qualities which may be exerted moſt le- 
ee gally conſtitutionally and efficaciouſly by that great meaſure. eſſen- 
* tial to the proſperity and freedom of Ireland, A more equal repreſent- 
#* ation of the people in parliament. | 


« We do not here mention as a grievance the rejection of. a 


1 
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not t that we do not feel their ade but that we conſider Sm 


but as ſymptoms of that mortal diſeaſe which corrodes the vitals 


of our conſtitution, and leaves to the people in their own govern« 
ment but a ſhadow of the name. 
« Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we the underſigned have: 


agreed to form an aſſociation, to be called 


and we do pledge ourſelves as citizens 


and as ſoldiers to our country and mutually to each other, that we 
will ſteadily ſupport and endeavour by all due means to carry into : 
effect the following reſolutions : 
« 1ſt. Reſolved, that the conſtitution of Ireland exiſts only in 
theory, inaſmuch as the people are deprived of cheir natural 
weight in the ſcale of government, becauſe they are not duly re- 
reſented in parliament, and therefore that a more general exten- 
b ion of the elective franchiſe is indiſpenſably neceſſary... 
« 2d. Reſolved, that the weight of Engliſh influence in the 
government of this county is ſo great as to require a cordial 
union among the people, to maintain that balance which is eſſen- 


tial to the preſervation of our liberties and the extenſion of our 


commerce. | 
« 3d. Reſolved, that ſatisfied as. we are that the true f 


and happineſs of Ireland can ariſe ſolely from a complete internal 
union 2 all ber people, we lament the miſtaken policy which has 
ſo. long divided them, and that we ſhall heartily co-operate in all 
meaſures tending to the abolition of diſtinctions between Iriſh- 
men, equally invidious and unjuſt, and which have been uni- 


« formly the ſource of weakneſs and miſery and diſgrace to the 


country. 


Such are the reſolutions which we propoſe as fundamental 3 prin- 


ciples; we have gone to what we conceive to be the root of the 
evil, we have ſtated what we conceive to be the remedy.— With a 
reformed parliament every thing is eaſy, without it nothing can be 

done, unleſs by means too violent for the good people of this 
country, if not provoked beyond human ſuference even to think 
on. 

« And we do call on and moſt earneſtly echo our pecthren 
THE VOLUNTEERS or IRELAND, Who may in fact eſtabliſh as 
they have in theory reſtored the independence of their native land: 

We call upon our countrymen in general to follow our example, 


and to form ſimilar ſocieties 1 in every. quarter of the kingdom for 
« the 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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cc 
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the promotion of conſtitutional knowledge and the diſpenſation of 


genuine whig principles; the people when thus collected will feel 
their own weight and ſecure that power which theory has already 
admitted as their portion, and to which if they be not arouſed by 
their preſent provocations to vindicate it, they deſerve to forte 
their pretenſions for EVER. 


' 


ce The foregoing contain wy true and ſincere opinion of the fate 


of this country / far as in the preſent junfure it may be adviſe- 
able to publiſh it. They certainly fall ſhorr of the truth, but truth 
itſelf muſt ſometimes condeſcend to temporize : My unalterable 
opinion is, that the bane of Triſh proſperity is in the influence of 
England: I believe that influence will ever be extended while the 
connexion between the countries continues; nevertheleſs, as J 
know that opinion is, for the preſent, too hardy, though a very 


little time may eſtabliſh it univerſally, I have not made it a part 


of the reſolutions, I have only propoſed to ſet up a reformed par- 
liament as a barrier againſt that miſchief which every honeſt man 
that will open his eyes muſt ſee in every inſtance overbears the 
intereſt of Ireland: I have not ſaid one word that looks like a wiſh 
for ſeparation, though I give it to you and your friends, as my 
molt decided opinion, that ſuch an event would be a regeneration 
to this country, 

6 J have, you will ſee, alluded to the reſolutions of the Whig 
Club, and I have differed with them in degree only, that is, I think 
and I am ſure they do not go far enough—hey are not fincere friends 
to the popular Cayſe—they dread the people as much as the Caſtle 
does. It may be objected that an implied difference of ſentiment 
between them and the people will weaken both—l think other- 
wiſe. If they do not join you in ſupporting a reform in parlia- 
ment they do not deſerve ſupport. themlclves : Apply the touch- 
ſtone; if they ſtand the trial, well; if they fail, hey are falſe and 
hollow, and the fooner they are detected the better. What figni- 


* fies peidlifg with their ſuperficial meaſures? They are good %% 
& far as they go, but tor the people to ſpend their ſtrength in purſuit 


of ſuch would be juſt as wiſe as for a man who has a mortification 
in his bowels to be very ſolicitous about a plaiſter fur his fore finger. 
To be candid, ! dare! lay that my Lord Charlemont, and I: am 


ce pretty 
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pretty ſure that Mr. Grattan, would heſitate very much at the 
reſolutions which I ſend; but I only beg you will diſmiſs your 
reſpect for great names; read over the reſolutions and what I have 
now ſaid, and then determine impartially between us. I have 
alluded to the Catholics, but fo remotely as I hope not to alarm 
the moſt cautious Proteſtant: it is wicked nonſenſe to talk of a 
reform in Ireland in which they ſhall not have their due ſhare. 


I have in the third reſolution conceded very far indeed to what 


«c 
cc 
00 
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ec 
cc 
cc 
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I conſider as yulgar and ignorant prejudices: Look at France and 


America ; the ah 1 burnt in effigy at Paris; the Engliſh Catholics 
at this very hour ſeceding from his church: A thouſand arguments 


croud on me, but it is unneceſſary here to dwell on them. I hope 


you will find this reſolution ſufficiently guarded and cool. I have 


been purpoſely vague and indefinite, and I muſt ſay men who 
would ſeek a reform and omit that indiſpenſable ſtep have different 
notions both of expediency and juſtice from any that I can con- 
ceive. | | 13 . i e oo = | 
« I think the beſt opportunity for publiſhing them will be on the 
14th July. I learn there is to be a commemoration of the French 
Revolution, that morning ſtar of liberty to Ireland. The Volun- 


« teers, if they approve of the plan, may then adopt it, and I have 
“ ſo worded it as to leave them an opportunity; I have left, as you 


tc 


« ſee, a blank for the name, which I am clearly of opinion ſhould be 


The Society of United Iriſhmen,” 


s 


To I; co © 


Declaration of a Society, calling themſelves a Society of United Iriſhmen in | 
Dublin, gib November 1791, being ſimilar to that of a Society in 
Belfaſt. 3 TY ah 


& IN the preſent great æra of reform, when unjuſt governments 
are falling in every quarter of Europe, when religious perſecution 
is compelled to abjure her tyranny over conſcience, when the rights 
of men are aſcertained in theory, and that theory fubſtantiated by 
practice, when antiquity can no longer defend abſurd and oppreſſive 
forms againſt the common ſenſe and common intereſts of mankind, 
when all government 15 acknowledged to originate from the people, 
and to be ſo far only obligatory as it proteas their rights and pro- 
motes their welfare; we think it our duty, as Iriſhmen, to come 
forward and ſtate what we feel to be our heavy grievance, and 
what we know to be its effectual remedy. e Se 
| „We have no National Government. | Y 
„ We are ruled by Engliſhmen and the fervants of Engliſhmen, 
ct whoſe object is the intereſt of another country, whoſe: inſtrument 
« is corruption, whoſe ſtrengceh is the weakneſs of Ireland, and: theſe 
 & men have the whole of the power and patronage of the country as 
65 
cc 
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means to ſeduce and ſubdue the honeſty and the ſpirit of her repre- 
* ſentatives in the legiſlature. Such an extrinſic power, acting with 
& vniform force in a direction too frequently oppoſite to the true line 
ee of our obvious intereſts, can be reſiſted with effect ſolely by unani- 
« mity, deciſion and ſpirit in the people, qualities which may be 
es exerted molt legally, conſtitutionally and efficaciouſly by that great 
* meaſure eſſential to the proſperity and freedom of Ireland—An 
ee equal Repreſentation of all the People in Parliament. 
We do not here mention as grievances the rejection of a place 
66 bill, of a penſion bill, of a reſponſibility bill, the ſale of peerages 
jn one houſe, the corruption publicly avowed in the other, nor the 
« notorious infamy of borough traffic between both ; not that we are 
e jnſenfible of their enormity, but that we conſider them as but 
ee {ymptoms of that mortal diſeaſe which corrodes the vitals of our 
4 conftitution, and leaves to the-people in their own government but 
« the ſhadow of a name. : ; 

* Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we have agreed to form an 
&* aſſociation, to be called The Society of United Iriſhmen ; and 5 
| «. (0 


FFF 


they dur 
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te do pledge ele to our country a ils e other, that 5 
« we will ſteadily fupport and — by all due means to carry” 
« jnto effect the following reſolutians ; , | 
« 1. Reſolved, that the weight of Engliſh ee in the Govern« 
« ment of this country is ſo great as to require a cordial union 
« among All the People of Ireland, to maintain that balance which 


is eſſential to the preſervation of our liberties and the extenſion of 


« our commerce. 
« 2, That the ſole conſtitutional mode by which this influence 


can be oppoſed is by a complete and radical reform of the repre- 


« ſentation of the people in parliament. 


„ 3. That no reform is practicable, efficacious or juſt, which ſhall 


« not include Iriſhmen of every religious perſuaſion. | | 
« Satisfied as we are that the inteſtine diviſions among Iriſhmen 
« have too often given encouragement and impunity to audacious | 
ce and corr wa adminiſtrations in meaſures which but for theſe divifions 
not have attempted, we ſubmit our reſolutions to the 

« nation as the baſis of our political faith. 
« We have gone to what we conceive to be the root of the evil z 
e we have ſtated what we conceive to be the remedy : with a parlia- 
« ment thus reformed every thing is eaſy ; without it nothing can be 


done; and we do call on and moſt earneſtly exhort our country. 


« men in general to follow our example, and. form ſimilar ſocieties in 
« every quarter of the kingdom for the promotion of conſtitutional 
« knowledge, the abolition of bigotry in religion and politics, and 


e the equal diſtribution of the Rights of Man throughout all ſects 


« and denominations of Iriſhmen. | 
« The people, when thus collected, will feel their own weight, 
« and ſecure that power which theory has already admitted as their 
« portion, and to which, if they be not arouſed by their preſent 
« provocations to vindicate it, they deſerve to forfeit their pretenſions 


« for ever. 
| « TAMES NAPPER TANDY, Secretary.” ; 


T * $Þ 
" I, A. B. in the W of God, do pledge myſelf to my 


“country that I will ur all my abilities and influence in the attain- 


ment 1 an imperial and * 9 of the Iriſh 
ce nation 


e nation in parliament; and as a means of abſolute and immediate 


. neceſſity in the eſtabliſhment of this chief good of Ireland, I wilt [ 
C endeavour as much as lies in my ability to forward a brotherhood 
ac of affection, an identity of intereſts, a communion of rights and ] 
« an union of power among Iriſhmen of all religious perſuaſions, 
« without which every reform in parliament muſt be partial, not i 
«national, inadequate to the wants, deluſive to the wiſnes, and 


« inſufficient for the freedom and happineſs of this country.“ 


| | | No. III . | 
Paper-writing taken by a Magiftrate in a diſtant Part of the County of 


: 


e Minutes of the County Proceedings. 
U. B. Men. Guns. t Balls. Powder. 


rt WP  -  OR 
Tondo. nes; 369 
L. B. 1088 •ʒös—n. 12... 
U. A. 1801 „ 166% 
A. 100 : 15 — 113 | 
U. M. 1540 39; „ 400 
U. T. 1844 239 14 65 
ET: 2074 361 24 | R074 - 
e 8 
Der 30 o | e 13 
ä 156 19: ' 42 ps bv; 
SS „ ·· 6 . 
K. 392 42 5 BL 
C. 1030 62 
Total 22039 2659 205 2848 | 42520 628k 
os Cannon, eight 6 pounders, 
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T. B. 121. 138. id. U. B. Tal. 9s. 4d. L. B. 188. Id. 
U. A. 3ʃ. 58. lid. L. A. 2. 6s. ad. M 
U. T. TL. . L. D. 21, 9s. 6d. L. D. U. G. 
L. G. K. 10s. C. il. 148. 14d. - Total paid in 461. 8s. 4. 

C. Antrim 20942. D. 15000. Derry 10000. T. 6600. Ar. 
4000. M. 3200. Donl. 5088. Cavin 1000. Meath 1776. Fer. 
2000. Louth 2600.—Total 72206. An. 781. 6s. 8d. D. 40l. 
Derry 81. 5s. 9d. Ar. 71. 8s. 5d. Don. gl. 98. 7d. Total 1441. 
25. 14d. Caſh paid to Antrim Prifioners 781. 6s. 8d. D. 111. 7s. Sd. 
Ty. 71. 198. 3d. Delegates 21. 5s. 6d, Total 99l. 18s. 11d. Balles. 
441. 38. 24 dl. fs . 


Provincial Returns. 


Countys formed into a nothr. P. C. viz. Weftt®, Killdr. Dub. 
Co. D. D. Cy. above Co. are organs. D. dowing well, D. Cy. 
divided into 4. Diſt. yr. Exve. give no other report than the organs. 
of the above not having lately met a report to be given from P. 


Come. next meeting. Newry itz. have been very gene. their _ 


privets ſubſcriptn. are 21, 11. o. beſides large voly. ſubs, to their Co. 
have employed dell'. ro go to Cavan and Leitrim Cos. are formed 
and doing will, expence 178. Cap. St, Legar of 24 dragoons confind 
in Ar. jail for Exve. com. D. Ball. ſent to him to diſtribute. . | 


a wife and 4 chil*. pay taken from him. When Co. expences are 
pd. Ball are to go to the P. Comte. a number of men taken from 
Co. Tyrone was Co. mem's Total 25. 7gs. for their ſupport voted, 
and they promiſe reſtitn. next month. The Kilrea Buſineſs to be 
recommended to the P. Comte, for the opinion. Mr. Briſtow of B. 
knows our provincl. meetings too well. Armagh appointed a comte. 
of 5 to take care of their priſioners. Co. Mon. have caſh in hand. 
Co. D. 50. conſt. from T. of Newry and collecting mony faſt. wh. 
will ſhortly be pd. in D. forwarding the Buſineſs to Meath and: 
Killdear, 15 conſtus. ſent to do. ae The Co. Ant. at this time is 
defficet. in their ſubſcriptn. Co. Down pays gol. m. to the pris's. and 
to the P. Comte. The priſioners in Carick 29 are paid 1 guin. each 
for 2 laſt months. 2 G. Coats by a Mrs. M*Clellan to poor fold. and 
9 guis. to 9 of poorelt ſort. 5 „ + js 
C. Iriſnmen are-warned not to cut timber that does not belong to 
themſelves on any acct. for if the be proſecuted for the ſame they 
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will not meet with any ſupport whatever, as it brings a reproach on 
the cauſe. They are alſo warned ag. partial inſurrections of every 
kind, but to be obedient to the preſent laws by a prudent and ſober 
conduct, for by perſevering in union we will at length work our own 
freedom in ſpite of all oppofition. As ſoon as the South is properly 
organd. a National Convention will be eſtabliſhed, which is expected 
ſoon to take place. EDT 8 
Equal Liberty and Juſtic is the Equality only to be ſought by us. 
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Paper--writing taten nea 


At a Baronial Meeting, October 22d, the County and 
mercy Provincial Returns, &c. 


r Portaferry is the County of Down on or about 


— 


Lower Caſtlereigh 3020 


Kilnarty - 
Differin 
Ards * 
Upper Iveigh 
Lower Iveigh 


Lecale - 


* 
— 


» 


Upper Caſtlereigh 1098 


- 1299 
570 
„ 

— 1165 

- 1327 

. 

- 11016 


Caſh received 221. 3s. 2d. paid 
FJ 


7 | — 16 5 

Voted for the relief 

of the Priſoners 14 15 9 
1 e 9 2 


Provincia 


| 


£0 = — IV iJ 


Provincial Returns as follow 75 | 
antrim_-  - 15000 C. aß sr tones | 
Derry MOM 3696 Ti, : e 0 + Ss 

4355, 13 2 e 
6 Down Sepr. caſh. 


ws: 
my 
* Oo 
— 
0 
. 
1 
5 


| Sy 1 In Treaſn. hands 
2 6 1 Renv. in Province . 


7 14 8 The Whole of which 
— was voted to the 


Execut. Commit 
| tee. : | ; . 30 = 


Reports in the following Places: 7 
Donegal = aps. * 
| Louth = =- 1600 | 


Monaghan — 100 
Cork e in 1609 
South : 
eſtmeat | 
F 
Dublin 3 


Total 57267 


| Reſolved on the following woril and fign : the under button of 
the waiſtcoat to be taken out with the right hand, ſaying © See.” 

Anſwer. Take out two under bun with t hand, ſaying 
« What.” 


Report of the Select Committee, Reſolutions, &c. 


Reſolved, that one committee for this county be ſufficient ; one 
Delegate to be ſent from each diviſion of baronies. „ 

Reſolved, that it is recommended to the different ſocieties to enter 
into liberal ſubſcriptions, for by the monthly ſubſcriptions for the 
relief of our friends priſpners in this county gaol, as a ſafe communi- 


; o 


cation is found thereto. 
| Reſolved, that it is recommended to the diviſions of baronies, 
ſocietys, &c, to form themſelves into military bodies and chooſe their 
own officers 5 
Reſolved, that at this very alarming period of proſcription by 
tyrants, we ſhould more than ever perſevere in forwarding that 
brotherhood of affection we fo fotemnly pledged ourſelves to, and to 
be punctual in paying finance, viz. one penny each member per 
month. ; SO | 
Communications. Four new ſocieties organized in Scotland; 
eight more conſtitutions. left; formed a baronial committee. County 
Kerry militia required one hundred conſtitutions for their own uſe; a 
few conſtitutions in Downſhire and a good many united, - _ 
Moved and ſeconded, that thirteen guineas of this county money 
received to-day be given to our county ſecretary, to be paid! to 
the relief of our friends priſoners, according to their different 
neceſſities, „% ũ : 2 
Moved and ſeconded, for inſtructions to provincial delegates to 
move at their firſt committee that the Provincial Executive Committee 
do be empowered to carry on the trials of all our friends in the. diffe- 
rent counties who are there proſecuted. 5 TOs 
As ſoon as our friends arrived in Dublin there waz a deputation 
came to Belfaſt to know if they ſhould be liberated, as they had it 
in their power. | „ 1 W 
of a ſmuggler out; if the arrive ſafe. there will be plenty 
0 5 | 


5 1 85 at the houſe 
at the hour of ten o'clock. 


— 


Adjourned. until 


of 
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 Papir -toriting feized and iaentifed by Mir. FM Ns. . 


1 & 8. d0 voliinatity Fear G 1 will bet call opt ail - 
« ſociety but when regularly called upon by my ſuperior officers, 


@ and that I will Wehe n enen 
« mand.“ ö 2 | 


ee Rizal Und identified by Mr. Fox, No, 6. 


4 I, A. B. do voluntarily ſwear that I will turn out when regularly 
« called on by my officers, and that I will mo them in all that is 
6c * "ey and not Lore 
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Report from the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords in 1797. 
Mr Loxps, | FFF 
3 THE Lords Committees appointed to examine the mat- 
ters of the ſealed- up papers received from the Houſe of Commons 

the 4th inſtant, and to report the ſame as they ſhould appear to them 
to the Houle, having carefully examined the papers referred to them, 
and compared the ſaid papers with the report made by the Secret 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons; and having received and 
inveſtigated ſuch further evidence as they thought in prudence they 
were called upon to examine, have come to an unanimous reſolution 
immediately to report to your Lordſhips, that they are fully ſatisfied 
and convinced, from the evidence laid before them, that a traitorous 
and alarming conſpiracy has been formed, and that ſundry acts have 
been done in purſuance thereof by certain affiliated ſocieties and per- 
ſons in different parts of this kingdom, calling themſelves United 
Iriſhmen, - for the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution, 
and the introduction of a ſyſtem of anarchy, plunder and confuſion, 
fimilar to that which has fatally prevailed in France. 

Your Committee think it neceſſary further to report to your 
Lordſhips, that it has appeared diſtin&ly to them that fuch a ſyſtem 
was the firſt and fundamental object of theſe ſocieties at their original 
| Inſtitution in the Summer of the year 1791, and that the attainment 
of what are called Parliamentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation 
were and continue to be held out by. them merely as a pretence for 
their aſſociations, and with a view to ſeduce perſons who were not 
apprized of their traitorous deſigns to unite with them. It has ap- 
peared to your Committee that theſe aſſociations have gradually mul- 
tiplied, and are now extended in a very alarming degree; that their 
members are bound to each other by oaths of ſecrecy, and appear to 
be firmly united in a general compact to ſubvert the monarchy and to 
eſtabliſh a republican government in Ireland: To effect this object it 
has: appeared clearly to your Committee that meaſures have been 
adopted by them and are ſtill continued for procuring arms and am- 
munition, to be diſtributed amongſt the accomplices in this conſpi- 
racy, for effectuating by open force their purpoſes, and particularly that 
Pikes in very conſiderable numbers have been procured by them; and 
it has appeared clearly that they look to force only, for that they have 
unequivocally avowed their hoſtility to the Parliament and to all mem- 
bers of whom it is compoſed, without diſtinction or exception. It 

1 — ; has 
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has further appeared to your Committee that the leaders and directors 
of theſe aſſociations are now and have been for ſome time paſt anxiouſly 
engaged in uniting with them a claſs of men who had formerly diſ- 
turbed the peace of this country by acts of outrage, robbery and mur- 
ö der, under the appellation of Defenders, and your Committee have 
| reaſon to apprehend that in a certain degree they have ſucceeded. 
5 Your Committee having carefully examined the report made by the 
Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, which your Lordſhips 
: have referred to them, find that it is fully ſupported by the evidence 
p which has been inveſtigated by your Committee, and therefore they 
| WW have forborne to enter into the detail contained in the ſaid report, 
| WB which otherwiſe they ſhould have thought it neceſſary to lay before 


your Lotdſhips, but they beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to the ſaid 
report, which will be found to contain facts of a moſt intereſting and 
important nature, and deſerving your Lordſhips moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration. And in addition to the facts contained in the ſaid report your 
| Committee think it neceſſary to ſtate to your Lordſhips, that it has 
| appeared diſtinctly and unequivocally to them that a traitorous cor- 
reſpondence and communication has been carried on between the 
leaders and directors of the ſocieties of United Iriſhmen and the 
. Executive Directory of the French Republic; the period at which 
| this correſpondence was proved to have taken place has appeared to 
your Committee to have been between the month of June 1795 and 
the month of January 1796, and the means by which it was carried 
on in that inſtance have been fully proved before your Committee; 
and it has alſo appeared to your Committee that in the event of 
ſucceſs on the part of theſe conſpirators it has been decided that all 
| perſons who from their principles or ſituation may be deemed inimical 
to the conſpiracy ſhall be maſſacred; the firſt proſcribed liſt it has 
appeared to your Committee has been calculated by one of their 
leaders at thirty thouſand perſons. 1 | = 
Under circumſtances ſo novel and alarming your Committee ſub- 
mit to your Lordſhips the expediency of their being empowered to 
make further enquiries and to receive ſuch communications as may b  Þ} 
made to them by order of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant or by * } 
the Committee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Commons, 
Whoſe zeal and aſſiduity in concert with your Lordſhips cannot fail, 
ve truſt, in detecting this ſcene of iniquity, and thereby averting 
the calamities in which the further progreſs of ſuch a conſpiracy mult 
neceſſarily involve this happy and proſperous nation. 1 
a ' O. 
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The following Paper was circulated in Dublin in the Month of Junr 1791, 
' and contains the original Deſign of that Aſociation which was inſtituted 
in the month of December following, under the Name of The Society 
or UniTed IRISHMEN. | VVV 


DEM SENTIRE, DICERE, AGERE. 


IT. is propoſed that at this conjuncture a SocttTy ſhall be inſtitu- 
ted in this City, having much of the ſecrecy, and ſomewhat of the 
ceremonial attached to p ree-Maſonry—with ſo much ſecrecy as may 
communicate curioſity, uncertainty and expeCtation to the rs 
of ſurrounding Men;—with ſo much impreſſive and affecting cere- 
mony in all its internal ceconomy, as without impeding real bu- 
Foek, may ſtrike the ſou] through the ſenſes, and addreſſing the 
whole Man, may animate his philoſophy by the energy of his 

A 5 | | 5 
Seecrecy is expedient and neceſſary; it will make the bond of union 
more cohefive, and the ſpirit of this union more ardent and more 
condenſed; it will envelope this denſe flame with a cloud of gloomy 
ambiguity, that will not only facilitate its own agency, but will 
at the ſame time confound and terrify its enemies by their ignorance 
of the deſign, the extent, the direction, or the conſequences. It 
ill throw a veil over thoſe individuals whoſe profeſſional prudence 
night make them wiſh to lye concealed, until a manifeſtation of 
themſeives became abſolutely neceſlary. And laſtly, ſecrecy is ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe it is by no means certain that a country ſo great a 
8 to itſelf as Ireland, where the North and the South, and 
the Eaſt and the Weſt, meet to wonder at each other, is yet pre- 
pared for the adoption of one profeſſion of Political Faith, while 
there may be individuals from each of theſe quarters ready to adopt 
tuch a profeſſion, and to propagate it with their beſt abilities, when 
neceſſary—with their Blood, 1 5 3 
Our Provinces are perfectly ignorant of each other our 
Hand is connected; we ourſelves are inſulated; and the diſtinctions 


4 


1 
ſ 
| 
5 
J 


of rank, of property, and of religious perſuaſion, have Hitherto 
been not merely lines of difference, but brazen walls of ſeparation. 


We are ſeparate nations met and ſettled together, not mingled, bue 


convened; an incoherent maſs: of: diffimilar materials, uncemented, 
unconſolidated, like the image which Nebuchadnezar ſaw with a 
bead of fine gold, legs of iron, and feet of clay, parts that do not 
cleave to one another. e | | 97 8 
In the midſt of an ifland, where manhood has met and continues 
to meet with ſuch ſevere humiliation, where ſelfiſh men, or claſſes 


of men, have formed ſuch malignant. conſpiracy againſt Public 


Good, let one benevolent, beneficent conſpiracy: ariſe, one Plot 
of Patriots pledged by ſolemn adjuration to each other in the ſervice 
of the People—the PzoeLE, in the largeſt ſenſe of that momentous 
word. Let the cement of this Conſtitutional Compact be a prin- 
ciple of ſuch ſtrong attraction, as completely to overpower- all acci- 
dental and temporary repulfions that take place between real Iriſh= 
men, and thus to conſolidate the ſcattered and ſhifting ſand of Society 
into an adheſive and immoveable Caiſſon, funk beneath the dark and 
troubled; waters; It is by wandering: from the few plain and ſim- 
8 of Political Faich that our Politics, like our Religion, 

s become Preaching, not Practice, Words, not Works. 

A Society, ſuch as this, will diſclaim: thoſe party appellations 


which. ſeem to pale the human heart into petty compartments, and 
parcel out into Sects and Sections, Common Senſe, Common Ho- 


neſty, and Common Weal. As little will it affect any ſpeculative, 
unjmpaſſioned,. quieſcent: benevolence. It will not call itſelf a Whig 
Club, or a Revolution Society. It will not ground itſelf on a name 


indicatiye of a party, or an event well enough in the cireumſtances 


and in the ſeaſon. It will not be an Ariſtocracy affecting the lan- 
guage of Patriotiſm, the rival of Deſpotiſm, for its own ſake, not 
its irregoncileable enemy, for the ſake of us all. | | 

Iwill not, by views: merely retroſpective, ſtop the march of man- 
kind, or force them back into the lanes and alleys of their anceſtors, 


It will have an eye provident and proſpective, a reach and amplitude 


of conception commenſurate to the progteſſive diffuſion of know- 
ledge, and at the ſame time a promptitude in execution requilite in a 
life like this, ſo. ſhort and ſo fragile, in a nation like this, ſo paſſive- 
and fo procraſtinating. Let its name be the IRISH BroTHERHOOD. 


Let its general aim be to make the light of philanthrophy, a pale and 


ineffectual 
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ineffectual light; converge, and by converging kindle into ardent, 
energic, enthuſiaſtic love for Ireland: that genuine unadulterated 
" enthuſiaſm which deſcends from a luminous head to a burning heart, 
and impels the ſpirit of man to exertions greatly good,. or unequivo- 
cally great. For this Society is not to reſt ſatisfied in drawing ſpecu- 
lative plans of reform and improvement, but to be practically buſied 
about the means of accompliſhment. Were the hand of Locke to hold 
from Heaven a ſcheme of government moſt perfectly adapted to the 
nature and capabilities of the Irich Nation, it would drop to the 
ground a mere ſounding ſcroll, were there no other means of- giving 
it effect than its intrinſic excellence. All true Iriſhmen agree in 
what ought to be done, but how to get it done is the queſtion. —This 
Society is likely to be a means the moſt powerful for the promotion 
of a great end—what Exp? e „ 
. Taz Richrs OF MEN IN IRELAND, the greateſt happinefs of the 
greateſt number in this i/and, the inherent and indefeaſible claims of 
every free nation, to reſt in this nation the will and the poter to be 
happy to purſue the Common-Weal as an individual purſues his 
private welfare, and to ſtand in inſulated independence, an imperato- 
rial People. To gain a knowledge of the real ſtate of this heter- 
ogeneous country, to form a ſummary of the national will and plea- 
sure in points moſt intereſting to national happineſs, and when ſuch a 
- ſummary is formed, to put this Doctrine as ſpeedily as may be into 
Practice, will be the purpoſe of this central ſociety, or lodge, from 
which other lodges in the different towns will radiate. . 
Fux coreaTEesT HayPingss OF THE GREATEST NUMBER—On the 
rock of this principle let this Society reſt; by this let it judge and 
determine every political queſtion, and whatever is neceſſary for this 
end, let it not be accounted hazardous, but rather our intereſt, our 
duty, our glory, and our common religion. The rights of Men 
are the rights of God, and to vindicate the one is to maintain the 
other. We muſt be free in order to ſerve Him whoſe ſervice is per- 
ect freedom. „„ 
Let every Member wear, day and night an Amulet round his 
neck, containing the great principle which unites the Brotherhood, 
in letters of gold, on a ribbon, ſtriped with all the original colours, 
and incloſed in a ſheath of white ſilk, to repreſent the pure union 


. 


of the mingled rays, and the abolition of all ſuperficial diſtinctions, 


all colours and ſhades of difference, for the ſake of one illuſtrious. 
end. Let this Amulet of union, faith and honour, depend from 


the neck, and be bound about the body next to the ſkin and cloſe 
to the heart. 1 | 
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This is enthuſiaſm.—lt is ſo; and who that has a fpark 4 


Hiberniciſm in his nature, would: not feel it kindle into a flame 


of generous enthuſiaſm ? Who, that has a drop of ſympathy in his 
heart, when he looks around him, and fees how happineſs is heaped 
up in mounds, and how miſery is diffuſed and divided among the 
million, does not exclaim, Alas! for the ſuffering, and Oh!] for 


the power to redreſs it? And who is there that has enthuſiaſm 


ſufficient to make an exclamation, would not combine with others 
as honeſt as himſelf to make the will live in the act, and to ſwear, 
— WE WILL REDRESS fr Who is there? Whof _ 

The firſt buſineſs of the Brotherhood will be to form a tranſcript, 
or digeſt, of the doctrine which they mean to ſubſcribe, to up- 


hold, to propagate, and reduce to practice. It is time for Ireland 
to look her fortune in the face, not with turbulent oſtentation, 


but with fixed reſolution to live and die Freemen. Let then thoſe 


queſtions be agitated andanfwered fully and fairly which havebeen 


wilfully-concealed from us by intereſted perſons and parties, and 
which appear terrible only by being kept in the dark. Always 


armed with this principle, that it is the duty of the people to ei · 
tabliſh their rights, this Society will carry it along with them in 


their courſe, as the Sybil did the branch of gold, to avert or to 
diſperſe every vain fear and every unreal terror. | 


What are the means of procuring ſuch a reform in the conſtitu- 
tion as may ſecure to the People their rights moſt effectualſy o 


and moſt fpeedily ? | Rs 
What is the plan of reform moſt ſuited to this country? _ 
Can the renovation in the conſtitution, which we all deem ne- 


ceffary, be accompliſhed by the ways of the conftirution ? © The | 
« evil,” ſays Junius, lies too deep to be cured by any remedy, 
leſs than ſome great convullion which may bring back the con- 


* ſtitution to its original principles, or utterly deſtroy it.“ Is 
this opinion ſtill truer when applied to his country? or is it 
| f 5 3 | ; 0 ; ; 


Who are the people ? | | | 
| Sie M | „ Can 
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Car the right of changing the conſtitution. reſt any where but 
in the original conſtitute power—the People? 

Can the will of the People be known but by full and Kir con- 
vention, to be conſtituted on the plan which will come recom- 
mended on the moſt popular authority ? 4 
What are the rights of Roman Catholics, and what are the it im- 
mediate duties of Proteſtants reſpecting theſe rights? 

Are the Roman Catholics generally or partially capaces Libertatis 
and if not, What are the ſpeedieſt means of making them o ? 

1s the independence of Ireland nominal or real, a barren right, 
or a fact vegulative of national conduct and influencing national 
character ? 

Has it had any other effect than raiſing the value of a houſe, and 
making it more ſelf-ſufficient, at the expence of the people ? 

Is there any middle ſtate between the extremes of union with 
Britain and total ſeparation, in which the rights of the people c Can 


de fully eſtabliſhed and reſt in ſecurity ? 


What is the form of government that will ſecure to us our 
rights with the leaſt expence and the greateſt benefit ? 

By the BaorHEAHOObD are theſe queſtions, and ſuch as theſe, to 
be determined. On this determination are they to form the chart 
of their conſtitution, which with honour and good faith they are 
to ſubſcribe, and which is to regulate their courſe, Let the 
Society at large meet four times in the year, and an acting Com. 
mittee once a month, to which all members ſhall be invited. Let 
theſe meetings be convivial, but not the tranſitory patriotiſm of 


deep potation ; confidential, the heart open and the door locked; 


conver/ational, not a debating ſociety. There is too much haran- 


® guing in this country already: a very great redundance of ſound. 


Would that we ſpoke a little more laconically, and acted a little 


more emphatically; and we ſhall do ſo, when our aim is at ſome- 


thing nobler and fairer than even the ſublime and beautiful of Mr. 
Burke ;—the ſublimity of Common ſenſe the beauty of com- 
mon-weal. 

Our Society ſhould at firſt be very chaſte and cautious in the 5 
lection of Members, ſhunning equally the giddineſs of the boy, 


and that ſullen indifference about the public good which comes 


on with decline of years, looking around for thoſe who are com- 
petent, and with reſpect to themſelves content, yet zealous and 
perſevering; not venal, not t voracious, not confined in their man- 

8 | += — mens 
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ners and their morality to the pale of a profeſſion, not idle philan - 
thropiſts, Who figet round the globe with their favourite adage; 
not thoſe who are bound down by obedience to that wizard word 
Empire, to the ſovereignty of two ſounding (ſyllables ; but honeſt, 


| honourable Iri/hmen, of whatever rank, of whatever religion who 


know Liberty, who love it, who wiſh to have it, and who will 
have it. Members ſhould be admitted only by an unanimous bal- 
lot, and perhaps once a year there ſhould: be a general re- election. 
The external buſineſs of this Society will be, 1ſt, Publication, in 
order to propagate their principles and effectuate their ends. All 
papers for this purpoſe to be ſanctioned by the Committee, aud 
publiſhed with no other deſignation of character than ONE ox 
THE BROTHER HOOD.—2dly, communication with the different 
towns to be aſſiduouſly kept up, and every exertion uſed to ac- 
compliſh a National Convention of the people of Ireland, who may 


profit by paſt errors, aud by many unexpected circumſtances which 


have happened ſince the laſt meeting.—3dly, Communication with 
ſimilar Societies abroad, as the Jacobin Club in Paris, the Revo- 
lution Society in England, the Committee for Reform in Scotland. 
Let the nations go abreaſt. Let the interchange of ſentiment 
among mankind concerning the rights of man be as immediate 
az poſſible. A correſpondence with diſtinguiſhed men in Britain, 
or on the Continent will be neceſſary to enlighten us, and ought to 


be cheriſhed. Eulogies on ſuch men as have deſerved well of their 


country until death, ſhould be from time to time delivered by one of 


the Brotherhood, their works ſhould live in a Library to be form- 


ed by this Society, and dedicated to Liberty, and the Portraits of 
ſuch men ſhould adorn it. Let the ſhades of the mighty dead 

look down and conſecrate our Meetings. The Athenians were ac-_ 
cuſtomed to faſten their edicts to the ſtatues of their anceſtors. — 
Let our Laws and Liberties have a ſimilar attachment, taking 
heed always to remember what has been always too much forgot- 
ten—that We are to be anceſtors ourſelves; and as our bodies 
moulder down after ſepulture, merely to pais into new forms of 


life, let our ſpirits preſerve a principle of animation to poſterity, 
and germinate from the very grave. 


What is the time moſt applicable for the eſtabliſhment of this 
inſtitution ? Even NOW. Legrand art eſt dans Vapropos.””— 
Why is adminiſtration ſo imperious ? Becauſe the Nation does not 


act. The Whig Club is not a transfuſion from the People. yo 


1 . 


do not thoroughly underſtand that Club, and they do not fee! for 
us. When the Ariſtocracy come forward the People fall backward; 
when the People come forward, the Ariſtocracy, fearful of being 
left behind, infinuate themſelves into our ranks, and riſe into timid 
leaders, or treacherous auxiliaries. They mean to make us their 
Inſtruments, Let us rather make them our inftruments. One of 
the two muſt happen. The People muſt ſerve the purpoſes of 
Party, or the Party muſt emerge in the mightineſs of the People, 
and Hercules will then lean upon his cluba 

On the 14th of July, the day which ſhall ever commemorate 
the French Revolution, let this Society pour out their firſt libation 
to European Liberty, eventually the Liberty of the World, and 
with their hands joined in each other, and their eyes raiſed to 
Heaven, in his preſence who breathed into them an ever-livi 
ſoul, let them ſwear to maintain the rights and prerogatives 4 
their nature as men, and the right and prerogative of Ireland as 
an independent People.— Dieu et non Droit!“ is the motto of 
kings.“ Dieu et la Liberte!“ exclaimed Voltaire, when he firſt 
beheld Franklin his Fellow-Citizen of the World. Dieu et ns 
Droits!“ —Let Iriſhmen cry aloud to each other,—The cry of 
Mercy—of Juſtice—and of Victory, . 


June 1791. 


N O. V. | | Z 
Extradt 47 the Publication Py United Iriſbmen. HTS 
Friday, 3oth December, ery | 


Sei of United Eile m Dublin. The Honourable Simon Zuter, 
in the Chair. 


Reſolved 3 that the following Circular Letter, reported by 


| our Committee of Correſpondence, be adopted and printed, . 


THIS Letter is addreſſed to you from the Correſponding Com- 


mittee of the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin. 


We annex the declaration of political principles which we have 
ſubſcribed, and the teſt which we have taken, as a ſocial and ſa. 

cred compact to bind us more cloſely together. | 

| The object of this inſtitution is to make an United Society of 
the Iriſh Nation; 70 make all Iriſhmen-—Citizens ;—all Citizen. 


 Triſbmen;; nothing appearing to us more natural at all times, and 


at this criſis of Europe more ſeaſonable, than that thoſe who have 
common intereſts, and common enemies, who ſuffer common 
wrongs, and lay claim to common rights, ſhould know each other 
and ſhould a& together. In our opinion ignorance has been the 
demon of diſcord, which has ſo long deprived Iriſhmen, not only 
of the bleſſings of well regulated government, but even the com- 
mon benefits of civil ſociety. Peace in this iſland has hitherto been 
a peace on the principles and with the conſequences of civil war. 
For a century paſt there has indeed been tranquillity, but to moſt 
of our dear countrymen it has been the tranquillity of a dungeon; 
and if the land has lately proſpered, it has been owing to the good- 


nefs of Providence, and the ſtrong efforts of human nature reſiſt- 


ing and overcoming the malignant influence of a miſerable admi- 


niſtration. 
To reſiſt this influence, which rules by diſcord and embroils by 


ſyſtem, it is vain to act as individuals or as parties; It becomes 
neceſſary by an union of minds, and a knowledge of each other to 
will and act as a nation. To know each other is to know ourſelves 


—the weakneſs of one and the ſtrength of many. Union, W 


fore is power —it is wiſdom—it mult prove liberty. 


Our deſign, therefore, in forming this ſociety, is to give an 
2 which, hen well followed, muſt collect the public will, and 
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concentrate the public power into one ſolid We'y the efett of which, once 
ut in motion, muſt be rapid, momentous and CONSEQUENTIAL. 

In thus aſſociating we have thought little about our anceſtors— 

much of our poſterity. Are we for ever to walk like beaſts of prey, 
over fields which theſe anceſtors ſtained with blood? In looking 
back, we ſee nothing on the one part but ſavage force ſucceeded by 
ſavage policy; on the other, an unfortunate nation “ ſcattered 
and peeled, meted out and trodden down!” We ſee a mutual in- 
tolerance, and a common carnage of the firſt moral emotions of 
the heart, which lead us to eſteem and place confidence in our 
fellow creatures. We ſee this, and are ſilent. But we gladly look 
forward to brighter proſpects - to a People united in the fellow. 
| ſhip of freedom to a Parliament the expreſs image of the people 
to a proſperity eſtabliſhed on civil, political and religious liberty 
—to a peace—not the gloomy aud precarious ſtillneſs of men 
brooding over their wrongs, but that ſtable tranquillity which 
reſts on the rights of human nature, and leans on the arms by 
which theſe rights are to be maintained. 

Our principal rule of conduct has been to attend to thoſe things 


in which we agree, to exclude from our thoughts thoſe in which 


we differ. We agree in knowing what are our rights, and in 
daring to aſſert them. If the rights of men be duties to God, we 
are in this reſpect of one religion. Our creed of civil faith is the 
fame. We agree in thinking that there is not an individual among 
our millions, whoſe happineſs can be eſtabliſhed on any foundation 
ſo rational and ſo ſolid, as on the happineſs of the whole commu- 
nity—We agree, therefore, in the neceſſity of giving political va- 
lue and ſtation to the great majority of the people; and we think 
that whoever deſires an amended conſtitution, without including 
the great body of the people, muſt on his own principles be con- 
victed of political perſecution, and political monopoly. If the 
preſent electors be themſelves a morbid part of our conſtitution, 
where are we to recur for redreſs but to whole community? A 
more unjuſt and abſurd conſtitution cannot be deviſed, than that 
which condemns the natives of a country to perpetual ſervitude, 
under the arbitrary dominion of ſtrangers and ſlaves.” 

We agree in thinking, that the firſt and moſt indiſpenſable con- 
dition of the laws in a free ſtate, is the aſſent of thoſe whoſe obe- 
dience they require, and for whoſe benefit only they are deſigned. 


Without, theretore, an impartial and adequate repreſentation of 
the 
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the community, we agree in declaring, We can have no conſtitu- 
tion—no Country—no Ireland. Without this, our late revolu- 
tion we declare to be fallacious and ideal; a thing much talked of, 


but neither felt nor ſeen. The act of Iriſh Sovereignty bas been 


merely toſſed out of the Engliſh Houſes into the cabinet of the 


Miniſter ; and nothing remains to the people, who of right are 


every thing, but a ſervile Majeſty and a ragged independence, 


We call moſt earneſtly on every great and good Man, who at 
the late æra ſpoke or acted for his Country, to conſider leſs of what 
was done than of what there remains to do. We call upon their 


ſenatorial wiſdom to conſider the monſtrous and immeaſurable diſ- 
tance which ſeparates, in this iſland, the ranks of ſocial life, makes 
labour ineffectual, taxation unproductive, and divides the nation 
into petty deſpotiſm and public miſery. We call upon their tutelar 


genius, to remember, that government is inſtituted to remedy, 
not to render more grievous, the natural inequality of mankind, . 
and that unleſs the rights of the whole community be aſſerted, 


anarchy (we cannot call it government) muſt continue to prevail, 
when the ſtrong tyrannize, the rich oppreſs, and the maſs are 


brayed in a mortar. We call upon them, therefore, to build their 


arguments and their actions on the broad platform of general 
good. 5 e e e 
Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merely by connivance, 


and the rights of conſcience merely by toleration. If you raiſe 
up a prone people, let it not be merely to their knees. Let the 


nation ſtand. Then will it caſt away the bad habit of ſervitude, 
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which has brought with it indolence, ignorance, and extinction f 


our faculties, an abandonment of our very nature. Then will 
every right obtained, every franchiſe exerciſed, prove a ſeed of 
ſobriety, induſtry, and regard to character, and the manners of 


the people will be formed on the model of their free conſtitution. 
This rapid expofition of our principles, our object, and our rule 


of conduct, muſt naturally ſuggeſt the wiſh of multiplying -ſimi- ' 
lar Societies, and the propriety of addreſſing ſuch a deſire to you. 
Is it neceſſary for us to requeſt, that you will hold out your hand, 
and open your heart to your countryman, townſman, neighbour ? 
—Can you form a hope for political redemption, and by political- 
_ penalties, or civil excommunications, withhold the rights of na- 


ture from your brother ? We beſeech you to rally all the friends 
of liberty within your circle round a ſociety of this kind as a cen- 
= EE | 4 | tre. 
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tre. Draw together your beſt and braveft thoughts, your beſt and 


brave/t men. Tou will experience, as aue have done, that theſe point 
of union will quickly attract numbers, while the aſſemblage of ſuch ſacie. 
ties, acting in concert, moving as one body, with one impulſe and one 
direction, will, in no long time, become not parts of the nation, but the 
nation itſelf ; ſpeaking with its voice, expreſſing its will, RESISTLEss 
IN ITS POWER, We again entreat you to look around for men fit 
to form thoſe ſtable ſupports on which Ireland may reſt the Lever 
of Liberty. If there be but ten, take thoſe ten. If there be but 
two, take thoſe two, and truſt with confidence to the ſincerity of 
your intention, the juſtice of your cauſe, and the ſupport of your 
country, „ pf > 
Two objects intereſt the nation—A plan of reprefentation—and 
the means of accompliſhing it.— Theſe ſocieties will be a moſt 
werful means. But a popular plan would itſelf be a means for 
1ts own accompliſhment. We have, therefore, to requeſt, that 
you will favour us with your ideas reſpecting the plan which ap- 
pears to you moſt eligible and practicable, on the preſent more 
enlarged and liberal principles which actuate the people; at the 
ſame time giving your ſentiments upon our National Coalition, 
on the means of promoting it, and on the political ſtate and dif- 
_ poſition of the county or town where you reſide, We know what 
_ reſiſtance will be made to your patriotic efforts by thoſe who *tri- 
umph in the diſunion and degradation of their country. The 
greater the neceſſity for reform, the greater will be the .reſiſtance. 
We know that there is much ſpirit that requires being brought 
into maſs, as well as much maſly body that muſt be refined into 
ſpirit. We have many enemies, and no enemy 1s contemptible. 
We do not deſpiſe the enemies of the Union, the Liberty and the 
Peace of Ireland, but we are not of a nature, nor have we encou- 
raged the habit of fearing any Man, or any Body of Men, in an 
honeſt and honourable cauſe. In great undertakings like the pre- 
ſent, we declare that we have found it always more difficult to 
attempt, than to accompliſh. The people of Ireland muſt perform 
all that they wiſh, if they attempt all that they kan. 


Signed by Order, 
JAMES NAPPER TANDY, 8. 
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Addreſs from the Society of United Iriſhnen in Dublin, to the Delegates 


for promoting a Keform in Scotland. 
| William Drennan, Chairinan, EY 
| Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary. 
WE take the liberty of addrefling you in the ſpirit of civil 


union, in the fellowſhip of a juſt and a common cauſe. We greatly 


rejoice. that the ſpirit of freedom moves over the face of Scotland ; 
that light ſeems to break from the chaos of her internal govern- 
ment; and that a country ſo reſpectable for her attainments. of 
ſcience, in arts and in arms, for men of literary eminence, for the 
intelligence and morality of her people, now acts from a convic- 
tion of the union between virtue, letters and liberty, and now riſes 
to diſtinction, not by a calm, contented, ſecret wiſh for a reform 
in Parliament, but by openly, actively and urgently willing it, with 

the unity and energy of an embodied nation. We rejoice that 
you do not conſider yourſelves as merged and melted down into 
another country, but that in this great national queſtion you are 
ſtill Scotland—the land where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher ſpoke, 
and Wallace fought. 8 | | : 

Away from us and from our children thoſe puerile antipathies ſo 
unworthy of the manhood of nations, which inſulate individuals 
as well as countries, and drive the citizen back to the ſavage. We 

eſteem and we reſpe& you. We pay merited honour to a nation 

in general well educated and well informed, becauſe we know that 

the ignorance of the people is the cauſe and effect of all civil and 

religious deſpotiſm. We honour a nation regular in their lives and 

ſtrict in their manners, becauſe we conceive private morality to be 

the only ſecure foundation of public policy. We honour a nation 
eminent for men of genius, and we truſt that they will now exert 

themſelves not ſo much in peruſing and penning the hiſtories of 
other countries as in making their own a ſubje& for the hiſtorian. 


May we venture to obſerve to them that mankind have been too 


retroſpective, canonized antiquity and undervalued themſelves. 
Man has repoſed on ruins, and reſted his head on ſome fragments 
of the temple of liberty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf in pacing the 
meaſurement of the edifice, and nicely limiting its proportions z 
not retl-Cting that this temple is truly Catholic, the ample earth its 
area, and the arch of heaven its dome. | | 
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Me will lay open to you our hearts; our cauſe is your cauſe, 
If there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be which nation ſhall 
be foremoſt in the race of mind; let this be the noble animoſity 
kindled between us, who ſhall firſt attain that free conſtitution from 
which both are equidiſtant, who ſhall firſt be the ſaviour of the 
empire. EE | 
45 In this SocitTy and its affiliated ſocieties the Catholic and the 
Preſbyterian are at this inſtant holding out their hands and opening 
their hearts to each other ; agreeing in principles, concurring in 
practice. We unite for immediate, ample and ſubſtantial juſtice 
to the Catholics, and when that is attained, a combined exertion 
for a reform in parliament is the condition of our compact and the 

- ſeal of our communion. „ pu 
 _ Univerſal emancipation with repreſentative legi/lature is the polar 
principle which guides our fociety and ſhall guide it through all 
the tumult of faQtions and fluctuations of parties. It is not upon 
a coalition of oppoſition with miniſtry that we depend, but upon a 
coalition of Iriſnmen with Iriſhmen, and in that coalition alone we 
find an object worthy of reform, and at the fame time the ſtrength 
and ſinew both to attain and ſecure it. It is not upon external 
circumſtances, upon the pledge of man or miniſter, we depend, 
but upon the internal energy of the Iriſh natton. We will not buy 
or borrow liberty from America or from France, but manufacture 
it ourſelves, and work it up with thoſe materials which the hearts 
of Iriſhmen furniſh them with at home. We do not worſhip the Bri. 

ziſh, far leſs the Iriſh conſtitution, as ſent down from Heaven, but we 
confider it as human workmanſhip, which man has made and man can 

mend. An unalterable conſtitution, whatever be its nature, muſt be deſ- 
potiſm. It is not the conſtitution but the people which ought to be inviola- 
ble, and it is time to recognize and renovate the rights of the Engliſh, the 

Scotch, and the Iriſh, Nations. — Rights which can neither be bought 

nor ſold, granted by charter, or foreſtalled by monopoly, but which 

nature dictates as the birth- right of all, and which it is the buſineſs 
of a conſtitution to define, to enforce, and to eſtabliſh. If go- 
vernment has a ſincere regard for the ſafety of the conſtitution, let 
them coincide with the people in the ſpeedy reform of its abuſes, and 
not by an ob/tinate adherence to them, drive that people into republicaniſm. 

We have told you what our ſituation was, what it is, what it 
ought to be: our end, a national legiſlature; our means, an union 
of the whole people. Let this union extend throughout the em- 
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pire. Let all unite ſor all, or each man ſuffer for all. In each 


country let the people aſſemble in peaceful and conſtitutional con- 
vention. Let delegates from each country digeſt a plan of reform, 


beſt adopted to the ſituation and circumſtances of their reſpective 
nations, and let the legiſlatures be petitioned at once by the urgent 


and unanimous voice of England, Scotland and Ireland. 
You have our ideas. Anſwer us, and that quickly. This is 
not a time to procraſtinate. Your illuſtrious Fletcher has faid, 
that the liberties of a people are not to be ſecured, without paſſing 
through great difficulties, and no toil or labours ought to be de- 
clined to preſerve a nation from ſlavery. He ſpoke welt; and we 
add, that it is incumbent on every nation who adventures into a 
conflict for freedom, to remember it is on the event (however ab- 
ſurdly) depends the eſtimation of public opinion; honour and im- 
mortality, if fortunate ; if otherwiſe, infamy and oblivion, Let 


this check the raſhneſs that ruſhes unadviſedly into the committal - 


or national character, or if that be already made, let the fame con- 
ſideration impel us all to advance with active nat paſſive perſeve- 
rance, with manly confidence and calm determination, ſmiling with 


equal ſcorn at the bluſter of official arrogance, and the whaſper of 


private malevolence, until aue have planted the flag of Freedom on the 


ſummit, and are at once victorious and ſecure, 


December, 14, 1792. 
The Society of United Iriſpmen, at Dublin, to the Volunteers of Ireland. 
wes William Drennan, Chairman, | | | 
Archi bald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary. 
Citizen Soldiers, 
YOU firſt took up arms to protect your Country from foreign ene- 


mies, and from domeſtic diſturbance. For the fame purpoſes, it now 
becomes neceſſary that you ſhould reſume them. A proclamation 
has been iſſued in England for embodying the militia, and a procla- 


mation has been iſſued by the Lord Lieutenant and Council in Ire- 


land, for repreſſing all ſeditious aſſociations. In conſequence of both 
theſe proclamations, it is reaſonable to apprehend danger from 
abroad, and danger at home. From whence but from apprehended 


danger are thoſe menacing preparations for war drawn ds the 
\ | treets 
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ſtreets of this capital, or whence, if not to areate that internal 
commotion which was not yound, to ſhake that credit which was 
not effefed, to blaſt that Volunteer honour which was hitherto 
inviolate, are thoſe terrible ſuggeſtions and rumours and whiſpers, 
that meet us at every corner and agitate at leaſt our old men, our 
women and children, Whatever be the motive, - or from whatever 
quarter it ariſes; alarm has ariſen, and you, VoL.UNTEERS OF IRE. 
' LAND, are therefore ſummoned To Arms at the inſtance of Govern- 
ment as well as by the reſponſibility attached to your charaQer, 
and the permanent obligations of your inſtitution. We will not 
at this day, condeſcend to. quote authorities for the right of having 
and of uſing arms, but we will cry aloud, even amidit the ſtorm 
raiſed by the witchcraft of a proclamation, That to your formation 
was owing the peace and protection of this Iſland, to your relaxation 
has been owing its relapſe into impotence and inſignificance, to your 
' renovation muſt be owing its future freedom and its preſent tranquil- 
lity. You are therefore ſummoned to Arms, in order to preſerve 
your country in that guarded quiet, which may ſecure it from ex- 
ternal hoſtility, and to maintain that internal regimen throughout 
the land, which ſuperſeding a notorious police or a ſuſpected mi- 
_ may preſerve the bleſſings of peace by. a vigilant preparation 

or war. | : 1 
Citizen Soldiers, to arms! Take up the ſhield of freedom, and 
the pledges of peace,—peace, the motive and end of your virtuous 
inſtitution.— War, an occaſional duty, ought never to be made an 
occupation. Every man ſhould become a ſoldier in the defence of his 
rights; no man ought to continue a ſoldier for offending the rights 
of others. The ſacrifice of life in the ſervice of our country is 
a duty much too honourable to be entruſted to mercenaries, and 
at this time when your country has by public authority been de- 
clared in danger, we conjure you by your intereſt, your duty and 
your glory, to ſtand to your arms, and in ſpite of a police, in 
ſpite of a fencible militia, in virtue of two proclamations, to main- 
tain good order in your vicinage, and tranquillity in Ireland.—lt is 
only by the military array X men in whom they confide, whom 
they have been accuſtomed to revere as the guardians of domeſtic 
peace, the protectors of their liberties and lives, that the preſent 
agitation of the people can be tilled, that tumult and licentiouſneſs 
can be repreſſed, obedience ſecured to exiſting law, and a calm con- 
_ fidence diffuſed through the public mind in the ſpeedy reſurrection of 
a free conſtitution—of Liberty and of Equality, —words which we 
uſc for an opportunity of repelling calumny, and of ſaying, that, 
| e 5 By 
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By Liberty we never underſtood unlimited freedom, nor b 
Equality the levelling of property, or the deſtruction of ſubor- 
dination. — This is a calumny invented by that faction or that gang 
which miſreprefents the King to the People, and the People to the 
King, traduces one half of the nation to cajole the other, and by 
keeping up diſtruſt and diviſion, wiſhes to continue the proud ar- 
bitrators of the 'fortune and fate of Ireland.—Liberty is the ex- 
erciſe of all our rights, natural and political, ſecured to us and our 
poſterity by a real repreſentation of the people and equality is the 
the extenſion of the conſtituent to the fulleſt dimenſions of the con- 
ftitution of the elective franchiſe to the whole body of the people, 
to the end that government which is collective power, may be 


guided by collective will, and that legiſlation may originate from 


public reaſon, keep pace with public improvement, and terminate 
in public happineſs. If our conſtitution be imperte&, nothing but 
a reform in repreſentation will rectify its abuſes ; if it be perfect, 
nothing but the ſame reform will perpetuate its bleſſings. 5 

We now addreſs you as citizens, for to be citizens you became 
ſoldiers, nor can we help wiſhing that all ſoldiers, partaking the 
paſſions and intereſt of the people would rememeber that they were 
once citizens, that ſeduction made them ſoldiers, —* but nature 
made them men.” We addreſs you without any authority ſave 
that of reaſon, and if we obtain the coincidence of public opinion 
it is neither by force nor ſtratagem, for we have no power to ter- 
rify, no artifice to cajole, no fund to ſeduce. Here we fit—with- 
out mace or beadle, neither a mſtyery nor a craft, nor a corpora- 
tion. In four words lies all our power, UNIVERSAL EMAN- 
CIPATION and REPRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE ; yet 


we are confident that on the pivot of this principle, a convention. 
till leſs,—a ſociety, —leſs till, a jingle man, would: be able, firſt 
10 move and then to raiſe the world We, therefore, wiſh for 


catholic emancipation without any modification, but ſtill we con- 
ſider this neceſſary enfranchiſement as merely the portal to the tem- 
ple of national freedom. Wide as this entrance is, wide enough 
to admit three milllons, —it is narrow, when compared to the ca- 
pacity and comprehenſion of our beloved principle, which takes 
in every individual of the Iriſh nation, caſts an equal eye over the 
whole iſland, embraces all that think and feels for all that ſuffer. 

The catholic cauſe is ſubordinate to our cauſe, and included in it, 
for as UNITED IRISHMEN, we adhere to no ſect, but to ſociety, 


to no creed but chriſtianity, to no party, but the whole people.— 
Ia the ſincerity of our fouls, do we defire catholic emancipation, 
but were it obtained, to morrow, to merrow would we go on, as we do to. 
day, in the purſuit of that reform which would fill be wanting ta ratify 
their liberties as well as ur awn. DET 

For both theſe purpoſes, it appears neceſſary that provincial con. 
ventions ſhould aſſemble preparatory to the convention of the 
proteſtant people. Ihe Delegates of the catholic body are not 
juſtiſicd in communicating with individuals, or even bodies of in. 
ferior authority, and therefore an aſſembly of a fimilar nature and 
organization is neceſſary to eltablifth an intercourſe of ſentiment, an 
uniformity of conduct, an united cauſe, and an united nation. It 
a convention on the one part does not ſoon follow, and is not ſoon 
connected with that on the other, the common cauſe will ſplit into 
the partial intereſt ; the people will relax into inattention and inert. 
neſs; the union of affection and exertion will diſſolve, and too 
probably ſome local inſurrection, inſtigated by the malignity of 
our common enemy, may commit the character and riſque the 
tranquillity of the iſland, which can be obviated only by the in- 
fluence of an aſſembly ariſing from, aſſimilated with the people, 
and whoſe ſpirit may be as it were knit with the ſoul of the 
nation, —unleſs the ſenſe of the proteſtant people be on their part 
as fairly collected and as judiciouſly directed, unleſs individual ex- 
ertion conſolidates into collective ſtrength, unleſs the particles u nite 
into maſs, we may perhaps ſerve ſome perſon, or ſome party for a 
little, but the public not at all. The nation is neither inſolent nor 
rebellious nor ſeditious. While it knows its rights it is unwilling 
to manifeſt its powers. It would rather ſupplicate adminiſtration to 
amicipate revolution by à well timed reform, and to ſave their country 
in mercy to themſelves, : | „ + 

The 15th of February approaches, a day ever memorable in the 
- annals of this country as the birth-day of new Ireland Let paro- 
chial meetings be held as ſoon as poſſible, Let each pariſh return 
delegates. Let the ſenſe of Ulſter be again declared from Duncan- 
non on a day auſpicious to unton, peace and freedom, and the ſpirit 
of the north will again become the ſpirit of the nation. The civil 
afſembly ought to claim the attendance of the military aſſociations, 
and we have addreſſed you citizen ſoldiers, on this ſubjeR, from 
the belief that your body, uniting conviction with zeal and zeal 
with activity, may have much influence over our countrymen, your 
| relations 
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| relations and friends. We offer only a general outline to the public, 


and meaning to addrels Ireland, we preſume not at preſent to fill up 
the plan or pre-occupy the mode of its execution. We have thought 
it our duty to ſpeak : anſwer us by actions; you have taken time 
for conſideration. Fourteen long years are elapſed ſince the riſe 
of your aſſociations, and in 1782 did you imagine that in 1792 this 


nation would ſtill remain unrepreſented? How many nations in 


— 


this interval have gotten the ſtart of Ireland! How many of our 


countrymen have ſunk into the grave! 


January 25, 1793. 


The $8 ociety J United Iriſhmen of Dublin to the Iriſh Nation. 
= William Drennan, Chairman. 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary. 


On the gth of November 1791, was this ſociety founded. We 
and our beloved brethren of Belfaſt firſt began that civic union, 
which, if a nation be a ſociety united for mutual advantage, has 
made Ireland a nation; and at a time when all wiſhed, many willed, 
but few ſpoke, and fewer acted, we Catholics and Proteſtants, 
joined our hands and our hearts together; ſunk every diſtinctive 
appellation in the name ph en" ; and m the preſence of God 
devoted ourſelves to univerſal enfranchiſement and a real repreſen- 
tation of all the people in parliament. On this rock of right our 
little ark found a reſting place; gradually, though not flowly, 
throughout the country, other ſtations of ſafety appeared, and what , 
before was agitated ſea became firm and fertile land. From that 


time have the body and ſpirit of our ſocieties increaſed, until ſel- 


fiſh corporations, ſunk in conſcious infignificance, have given way 
to a grand incorporation of the Iriſh people. ; | 
Knowing that what the tongue is to the man, the preſs is to the 


people, though nearly blaſted in our cradle by the ſorcery of ſo- 


licitors of law and general attorneys, we have perſiſted with cou- 


rageous perſeverance to rally around this forlorn hope of freedom, 


and to maintain this citadel of the conſtitution at the riſque of per- 
ſonal ſecurity, property and all that was dear to us. | 3 
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We have defended the violated liberty of the ſubject againſt the 

undefined and voracious privilege of the Houſe of Commons, treat. 

| ng with merited ſcorn the inſolent menaces of men inflated with 
0 Ce. 35 * ; 7 5 . : 

Not a man fo low that if oppreſſed by any aſſumption of power, 
civil or military, has not met with our counſel, our purſe and our 
protection; not a man ſo high, that if acting contrary to popular 
right or public independence, we have not denounced at the judg. 
ment ſeat of juſtice, and at the equitable tribunal of public opinion. 

We have addreſſed the Volunteers—deliverers of this injured 
land! Have we done wrong? If we have, tear your colours from 
the ſtaff, reverſe your arms, muffle your drums, beat a funeral 
march for Ireland, and then abandon the corps to fencibles, to 
militia, to invalids and diſmounted dragoons. If we have done 
wrong, and we ſwear by the revolution of 82 that we have not, 
go on with the zeal of interprizing virtue, and a ſenſe of your 
own importance to exerciſe that right of ſelf-defence which belongs 
to the nation, and to infuſe conſtitutional energy into the public 
will for the public good. — 'h „ 

O, Ireland! Ireland! country to which we have clung in all our 
misfortunes, perſonal, religious, political; for whoſe freedom and 
happineſs, we are here ſolemnly united; for whom as a ſociety, we 
live; and for whom as men, if hard neceſſity commands it, we are 
ready to die; let us conjure you not to abuſe the preſent precious 
moment, by a ſelf-extinguiſhment, by a credulous committal of 

our judgment and ſenſes to the direction of others, by an idle and 
idiot gaze on what may be going on in parliament. In receiving 
good offices from all, diſtinguiſh between found Hiberniciſm and 
that windy patriotiſm, which is now puffing and blowing in the 
race of popularity. Tru/t as little to your friends as to your enemies in 
A matter where you can act only by yourſelves. The will of the nation 
mißt be declared before any reform ought to take place. It is not there- 

fore any claſs however numerous, any ſociety however reſpectable, 
any ſubaltern aſſembly that have either right or competency to ex- 
preſs that authoritative will. Nothing leſ than the people can ſpeak 

for the people. This competency reſides not in a few freeholders ſhiver- 
ing in the corner of a county hall, but only in the whole community re- 
preſented in each county, (as at preſent in Antrim 5 by parochial dele- 


| gation, and then from each county by baronial delegation, to provincial 
conventions, the union of which muſt form the awful will of the people 


of Ireland, Let us therefore conclude, by conjuring the county | 
. | meetings 


meetings now ables to follow the as of Vilter, and by 
appointing delegates to a convention of their reſpective provinces, 
to unite their ſcattered and inſulated wills into one momentous 
maſs, which may have authority ſufficient to make a ſufficient de- 
claration of rights in behalf of the nation, | 


A Plan of an equal Repreſentation of the People of Ireland in the: Houſe, 


of Commons. 


es: for Public Conf deration f y the & ociety of United Iri iſhmen of 


Dublin, : 


J. THAT the nation, for the purpoſe of „ ſolely, 
ſhould be divided into three hundred electorates, formed by a com- 
bination of pariſhes, and as nearly as poſſible n in point of po- 
pulation. 


II. That each electorate ſhould return one repreſentative to par- 
liament. 


III. That each eleQorate ſhould, for the convenience of carrying 


on the elections at the ſame time be ſubdivided into a ſufñcient 


number of parts. 

IV. That there ſhould he a returning offices for each 1 
and a deputy returning officer for each lubatſion, to be reſpec- 
tively elected. 

V. That the electors of the electorate mould vote, each in the 
ſubdiviſion in which he is regiſtered, and has reſided as herein. 


after ſpecified. 


VI. That the returning officers of the ſubdiviſions ſhould 8 


rally return their reſpective polls to the returning officer of the 


electorate, who ſhould tot up the whole, and return the perſon 
having a majority of votes, as the repreſentative in parliament. 

VII. That every man poſſeſſing the right of ſuffrage for a repre- 
ſentative in parliament ſhould exerciſe it in his own perſon only. 

VIII. That no perſon ſhould have a right to vote in more than 
one electorate at the ſame election. 

IX. That every male of ſound mind, who has attained the fr 7/4 
age of twenty one years, and actually dwelt, or maintained a family 
eſtabliſhment in any electorate for ſix months of the twelve imme- 
diately previous to the commencement of the election, (provided 
his refidence, or maintaining a family eltabliſhment be duly re- 


giſtered 1 
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giſtered) ſhould be intitled to vote for the repreſentative of the electorate 

X. That there ſhould be a regiſtering officer, and a regiſtry of 
reſidence in every ſubdiviſion of each electorate; and that in all 
queſtions concerning reſidence, the regiſtry ſnould be conſidered 
as concluſive evidence. _ 

XI. That all elections 1 in the nation ſhould commence and cloſe 
on the ſame day. 

XII. That the votes of 0 electors ſhould be given by voice and 
not by ballot. 7 

XIII. That no oath of any kind ſhould be taken by any elector. 

XIV. That the full age of twenty-five years ſhould be a neceſſary 
qualification to entitle any man to be a repreſentative. 

XV. That reſidence, within the elecxorate ſhould not, but that 
reſidence within the kingdom ſhould be a Ay nee for 
a repreſentative. 

XVI. That no property qual ene ſhould be neceſſary 2 intitle any 
man to be a repreſentative. | 

X VII. That any perſon having a penſion, or holding a place in 
the Executive or Judicial Departments, ſhould be thereby diſqua- 
lified from being a repreſentative. 

XVIII. That repreſentati ves ſhould receive a reaſonable ftipend for 
their ſervices. 

XIX. That every repreſentative ſhould, on taking his ſeat, 
ſwear that neither he, nor any perſon to promote his intereſt, with 
his privity, gave or was to give any bribe for the ſuffrage of any 
voter. | 
XX. That any repreſentative convicted by a jury, of having 
acted contrary to the ſubſtance of the above oath, ſhould be for 
. ever diſqualified from ſitting or voting in parliament. 

XXI. That parliaments ſhould be annual. 

XXII. That a repreſentative ſhould be at liberty to reſign his 
delegation upon giving ſufficient notice to his conſtituents. 

XXIII. That abſence from duty mm ſhould vacate the 
ſeat of a repreſentative. 1 | | 


0 
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The ſociety of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, to the People of 
EE | e 


People of Ireland, 


We now ſubmit to your conſideration, a plan for your equal 
repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons. In framing it, we have 
diſregarded the many over-charged accuſations, which we hear 
daily made by the prejudiced and the corrupt, againſt the people, 
their independence, integrity, and underſtanding. We are, our- 
ſelves, but a portion of the People; and that appellation, we feel, 
confers more real honour and importance, than can, in he/e times, 
be derived from places, penſions, or titles. As little have we 
conſulted the ſentiments of adminiſtration or of oppoſition. We 
have attentively obſerved them both, and, whatever we may hope 
of ſome members of the latter, we firmly believe that both thoſe 
parties are equally averſe from the meaſure of adequate reform. If 
we had no other reaſon for that opinion, the plan laid before parlia- 
ment, in the laſt ſeſſion, under the auſpices of oppgſition. might convince 
us of the melancholy truth. Thus circumſtanced, then, diſtruſting. 
all parties, we hold it the right and the duty of every man in the 
nation, to examine, deliberate, and decide for himſelf on that 
important meaſure. As à portion of the People (for in no other 
capacity, we again repeat it, do we preſume to addreſs you) we 
ſuggeſt to you our ideas, by which we would provide to preſerve 


the popular part of the legiſlature uninfluenced by, and indepen- 


dent of the other two parts, and to effectuate that eſfential principle 
of juſtice and of our conſtitution, that every man has the right of 
voting, through the medium of his repreſentative, for the law by 
which he is bound : that ſacred principle, for which America fought, 
and by which Ireland was emancipated from Britiſh Supremacy! If 
our ideas are right, which we feel an honeſt conviction they are, 
adopt them, if wrong, diſcuſſion will detect their errors, and we at 
leaſt, ſhall be always found ready to profit by, and conform ourſelves” . 


to the ſentiments of the people. 5 


Our preſent ſtate of repreſentation is charged with being 
unequal, unjuſt, and by no means calculated to expreſs your deli- 
berate will on any ſubject of general importance. We have en- 
deavoured to point out the remedies of thoſe evils, by a more 
equal diſtribution of political power and liberty, by doing juſtice, 


tunes 


and by anxiouſly providing that your deliberate will ſhall be, at all 
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times, accurately expreſſed in your own branch of the legiſlature, 
If theſe are not the principles of good government we have yet 
to learn from the placemen and penſioners that flit about the Caſtle 
in what the ſcience of politics can conſiſt. But we know they are, 
and we are bold to ſay, that the more a government carries theſe 
principles into effect the nearer it approaches to perfection. 


to compromiſe the public right, yet we, for our parts, might 
not heſitate to purchaſe the public peace by an adequate compen- 


us, to remove the objection. If you do not wiſh the accompliſh. 
ment of ſuch a reform it will not take place: If you do, we 
cannot believe that Ireland is ye? ſunk to that ſtate of miſgovern- 
ment in which it may be truly ſaid, that although the great body 


ferioufly determined on its attainment, it is nevertheleſs imprac- 
ticable. - os 

To you, among our countrymen, for whoſe welfare we have 
peculiarly laboured from the firſt moment of our inſtitution, and 
the contemplation of whole proſperity will more than compenſate 
us for the ſufferings we may have endured, for the calumnies with 
which we are er and for thoſe which the publication of this 
unpalateable plan will call down upon us: To you the poorer claſſes 
of the community we now addrels ourſelves. We are told you are 
ignorant; we wiſh you to enjoy liberty, without which no people 
was ever enlightened. We are told you are uneducated and im- 
moral; we wiſh you to be educated, and your morality improved, 
by the moſt rapid of all inſtructors—a good government. Do you 
find yourſelves ſunk in poverty and wretchedneſs ? Are you over-loaded 
with burdens you are but little able to bear? Do you feel many grie- 
vances which it would be tedious and might be unſafe to mention 2 Be. 
lieve us they can all be redreſſed by ſuch a reform as will give you your 
guſt proportion of influence in the legiſlature, AND BY SUCH A MEA- 
SURE ONLY,—Lo that, therefore, we wiſh to rivet all your atten- 
tion. Let thoſe men who wrangle about preſerving or acquiring 
power catch at popularity by their petty” regulations to check the 


, = . ment 


We believe it will be ſaid that our plan, however juſt, is im. 
practicable in the preſent ſtate of this country. If any part of that 
impracticability ſhould be ſuppoſed to reſult from the intereſted 
reſiſtance of borough proprietors, although we never will conſent 


fation. At all events it reſts with you, countrymen, not with 


of the people ſeriouſly feel the juſtice of a meaſure, and are 


progreſs of theſe growing evils ; do you dcliberate, in the retire- 
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ment of your hearts, upon their only adequate remedy. Deſiſt, 


| we entreat you, from thoſe diſturbances, which are a diſgrace to 
| your country and an injury to yourſelves, which impair your own 


ſtrength and impede your own cauſe. Examine peaceably and atten- 
tively, the plan of reform we now ſubmit to you. Conſider does it 
propoſe to do vou juſtice? Does it propoſe to give vou ſufficient protection? 
for we have no fears but that the rich will have juſtice done to them, 
and will be always ſufficiently protected. Hang this plan up in your 
cabbins; think on it over and over again; do not throw it by in deſpair, 

as being impoſſible to be carried into effect, FOR NOTHING, WE Hor, 
Is IMPOSSIBLE THAT Is JUST. 


Con/titution of the Society of United Iriſhmen of the City of Dublin, as 
8 CCT | 


THE Society is conſtituted for the purpoſe of forwarding a | 


brotherhood of affection, an identity of intereſts, a communion 
of rights, and an union of power, among Iriſhmen of all religious 
perſuaſions, and thereby obtaining an impartial and adequate re. 
preſentation of the nation in parliament. | - 

The members of this ſociety are either ordinary or honorary. 

Such perſons only are eligible as honorary members, who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by promoting the liberties of mankind, and 
are not inhabitants of Ireland. | 1 


Every candidate for admiſſion into the ſociety, whether as an 


ordinary or honorary member, ſhall be propoſed by two ordinary 
members, who ſhall ſign a certificate of his being, from their 
knowledge of him, a fit perſon to be admitted—that he has ſeen 
the teſt, and is willing to take it : This certificate, delivered to 
the ſecretary, ſhall be read from the chair at the enſuing meeting 
of the ſociety; and on the next ſubſequent night of meeting the 
ſociety ſhall proceed to the election.— The names and additions 
of the candidate, with the names of thoſe by whom he has 
been propoſed, ſhall be inſerted in the ſummons for the night 
of election.— The election ſhall be conducted by ballot, and if 
one fifth of the number of beans be black, the candidate ſtands 
rejected. The election, with reſpect to an ordinary member, 
ſhall be void, if he does not attend within four meetings af. 
terwards unleſs he can plead ſome reaſonable excuſe for his ab- 
ſence. — | 1 
Every perſon elected a member of the ſociety,. whether hono- 
rary or ordinary, ſhall, previous to his admiſſion, take and ſubſcribe 
the following teſt: N 


* , A. B. in the preſence of God, do pledge myſelf to my 


country, that I will uſe all my abilities and influence in the 
* attainment of an impartial and adequate repreſentation of 


e the Iriſh nation in parliament; and as a means of abſolute 


and immediate neceſlity in the eſtabliſhment of this chief 
good of Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies in my 
| | vs ability, 
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« ability, to forward a brotherhood of affection, an identity of 
“ intereſts, a communion of rights, and an union of power 
« among .Iriſhmen of all religious perſuaſions; without which 


« every reform in parliament muſt be partial, not national, inade- 


« quate to the wants, deluſive to the wiſhes, and inſufficient for 
« the freedom and happineſs of this country. 228 

A member of another ſociety of United Iriſhmen being intro- 
duced to the preſident by a member of this ſociety, ſhall upon 
producing a certificate ſigned by the ſecretary, and ſealed with the 
ſeal of the ſociety to which he belongs, and taking the before 
mentioned teſt, be thereupon admitted to attend the fittings of 
this ſociety.” T“ i 2 Fo 27 

The officers of the ſociety ſhall conſiſt of a preſident, treaſurer 
and ſecretary, who ſhall be ſeverally elected every three months, 
viz, on every firſt night of meeting in the months of November, 
February, May, and Auguſt; the election to be determined by 
each member preſent writing on a piece of paper the names of the 


object of his choice, and putting it into a box The majority of 


votes ſhall decide—lf the votes are equal, the preſident ſhall have 
a caſting voice. No perſon ſhall be capable of being re. elected to 


any office for the quarter next ſucceeding the determination of 


his office. In caſe of an occaſional vacancy in any office by death 
or otherwiſe, the ſociety ſhall on the next night of meeting, elect 
a perſon to the ſame for the remainder of the quarter. 

The ſociety ſhall meet on every ſecond Friday night—oftener 
if neceſſary. The chair ſhall be taken at eight ofclock from 29th 
September to the 25th of March, and at nine ofclock from the 
25th of March to the 29th of September. Fifteen members 
ſhall form a quorum. No new buſineſs ſhall be introduced after 
ten ofclock. ; 5 . 
Every reſpect and deference ſhall be paid to the preſident 
his chair ſhall be raiſed three ſteps above the ſeats of the members 
the treaſurer and ſecretary ſhall have ſeats under him, two ſteps 
above the ſeats of the members. On his riſing from his chair and 
taking off his hat, there muſt be filence, and the members be 
ſeated. He ſhall be judge of order and propriety, be empowered 
to direct an apology, and to fine refractory members in any ſum 


not above one crown. If the member refuſe to pay the fine, or 


make the apology, he is thereupon expelled from the ſociety. 
| - | | There 
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There ſhall be a committee of conſtitution, of finance, of cor- 
reſpondence, and of accommodation. The committee of conſli. 
tution ſhall conſiſt of nine members, that of finance of ſeven 
members, that of correſpondence of five members. Each com. 
mittee ſhall, independent of occaſional reports, make general re. 
ports on every quarterly meeting. The treaſurer ſhall be under 
the direction of the committee of finance, and the ſecretary under 
the direction of the committee of correſpondence. The election 


for committees ſhall be on every quarterly meeting, and decided 
by the majority of votes. : | | 


In order to defray the neceflary expences, and eſtabliſh a fund 


for the uſe of the ſociety, each ordinary member ſhall on his elec. 


tion pay to the treaſurer, by thoſe who propoſed him, one guinea 
admiſſion fee, and alſo one guinea annually, by half yearly pay- 
ments, on every firſt night of meeting in November and May; 
the firſt payment thereof to be on the firſt night of meeting in 


November 1792. On every quarterly meeting following, the 


names of the defaulters, as they appear in the treaſury book, ſhall 


be read from the chair. If any member after the ſecond reading 


neglect to pay his ſubſcription, he ſhall be excluded the ſociety, 
unleſs he can ſhew ſome reaſonable excuſe for his default. | 


The ſecretary fhall be furniſhed with the following ſeal, viz. a 
harp—at the top I am newfrung;” at the bottom * I will be 
heard; and on the exergue © Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin.“ 

No motion for an alteration of, or addition to, the conſtitution 
ſhall be made but at the quarterly meetings, and notice of ſuch 
motion ſhall be given fourteen days previous to thoſe meet- 
ipgs. If upon ſuch motion the ſociety ſhall ſee ground for the 
propoſed alteration, or addition, the ſame ſhall be referred to the 


proper committee, with inſtructions to report on the next night 


| of meeting their opinion thereon ; and upon ſüch report the 


queſtion ſhall be decided by the ſociety. 


who always attended the Provincial Committee. * 
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Extracts from the Information of Charles Mc. Fillin, given upon Oath 
before Sir George Fitzgerald, Hill, Bart. a Magiſtrate for the County 
of the City of Londonderry. : | 55 


« THAT about the month of June 1796 he was ſworn to be- 
come a United Iriſhman ;- he had reſiſted for a conſiderable time 
before to take the oath, but he perceived that ſo many perſons in 
the county were ſworn, and he was ſtrongly adviſed to it that he 
at laſt complied. He attended a few meetings of a Society which 
had been formed by another perſon, and he then formed one of 
his own. That each Society (to be legal according to the Conſti- 
tution of United Iriſhmen) muſt conſiſt of at leaſt ſeven perſons ; - 
that it required Delegates from at leaſt three ſocieties to make a 


Baronial Committee, and that two Delegates from each Baronial 


Committee, formed a County Committee, and two or three De- 
legates from each County Committee formed the Provincial Com- 
mittee; there was an Executive Directory, which he was inform- 
ed conſiſted of twenty-five perſons, one of whom always attended 
the Provincial Meeting, in order to communicate intelligence and 


give orders to be carried by the members of the Provincial Meet- 


ing to their next County Meeting, and from the County Com- 
mittee to the Baronial, and from theſe to the loweſt ſocieties. Each 
Committee had a Treaſurer and Secretary, and it was the buſineſs 
of the. Treaſurer of the loweſt Society to collect ſo much money 
per week from each member, which was paid by the different 


Delegates of the different Societies progreſſively from one to the 


other until it reached the Provincial Committee, who then paid 
the money to the Executive Director, who always attended for 


the Purpoſe; and once in three months the Directory gave an ac- 


count to the Provincial of the manner in which the former ſums 
received had been diſpoſed of. Returns likewiſe of arms, ammu- 
nition and men were made from the loweſt Society to the Dele- 
gates through the different Committees, the Baronial, the County 
and the Provincial, and from this laſt to the Executive Directory, 


The perſon giving this information was elected a Delegate eo 
a County Committee which was held at Maghera on the 13th 
October 1796, and a perſon whom he names attended to give the 
reports of the laſt Provincial Meeting; about twenty members 


were preſent at this meeting, one of whom acted as Treaſurer, y 
| the 


— * 
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the ſum of 211. 12. 2d. was paid into his hands. He attended ano. 
ther County Meeting at Garvagh on the ſecond Friday in Novem. 
ber, where the reports of the Provincial were in hike Manner given; 
it was a full meeting, and the names of nine perſons who were pre. 
ſent are given, The Reporter from the Provincial told them that 
foreign aid was immediately expected, and that the United Iriſh. 
men were to hold themſelves in readineſs to rife ; this he menti. 
oned from the Provincial, and gave them orders from the provinci- 
al Committee to form themſelves into Companies under Officers; 
every hundred men to appoint one Captain, two Lieutenants and 
five Serjeants, to procure all the arms and ammunition they could, 
A perſon at the meeting deſired to know what they ſhould riſe with? 
and the Reporter anſwered, with pikes, guns, and with any other 
weapons they could in any way get; they were likewife told that the 
United Buſineſs was going on well in England and Scotland. 
At this laſt meeting he was elected a Delegate to the Provin- 
cial meeting; a County Treaſurer was chofen, and half of the 
money collected was ſent to Derry for the uſe of ſuch United Men 
as were prifoners in that place. The reaſon why he was elected a 
Delegate he thinks was on account of his being a Roman Catho- 
lic, part of the ſyſtem of the United Iriſhmen being to unite all 
religious perfuaſions in the ſame object, which was to overturn 
the Government and Conſtitution of this country. To inſpire con- 
-fidence into the Roman Catholics he thinks was the Reaſon for his 
being continued to four or five Provincial Meetings. : | 
I! be foreign aid which the United Iriſhmen expected he always 
. underſtood to be the French. At the next provincial Meeting 
which he attended on the 22d November the principal buſineſs done 
was receiving returns of men, and arms and money, Five coun- 
ties were repreſented at this meeting, and the names of the Dele- 
gates from each are mentioned. He was then deputed to carry 
.the reports from the Provincial to a County Committee of Derry 
held at Tobermore ; he attended other meetings in the ſame capa- 
city at Stewartſtown and at Dungiven ; ſubſcriptions were paid in 
at both times. At the latter place, for greater ſecrecy, they trant- 
acted the buſineſs of the meeting in a Cellar. It was rumoured 
that the French had arrived, and a member rode inſtantly to Belfaſt 
to know the truth; on his return he expreſſed much ſurprize that 
the Executive DireQory had no intelligence of the coming of the 
| — ; 
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( Copy) | By the Lord Lieutenant and Comet of 5 TT a, : | | 
A PROCLAMATION. 


. 5 a ; | f * 


CAMDEN, 


WHEREAS we have received information that divers ill, affected 
perſons have entered into illegal and treaſonable aſſociations in 
ſeveral parts of the counties of Antrim, Down, Tyrone, 
Londonderry and Armagh to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed government 
of this kingdom, and for effecting ſuch their treaſonable purpoſes 
have aſſaſſinated divers of his Majeſty's faithful and loyal ſubjects 
who have endeavoured, and threatened to aſſaſſinate all others who 


| ſhall endeavour to detect or ſuppreſs their treaſon; and in further 


proſecution of their deſigns have endeavoured to deter his Majeſty's 


loyal ſubjects from enrolling themſelves under officers commiſ- 
ſioned by his Majeſty for the defence of this kingdom during the 


preſent war, by maiming and deſtroying their cattle, and by 


_ aſſaulting and wantonly wounding one perſon becauſe he had 


enrolled himſelf, and by threatening aflaſhnation againſt all perſons 
who ſhould ſo enrol themſelves, and in further proſecution of ſuch 
their purpoſes have by felonious and other illegal means endea- 
voured ſecretly to procure ammunition-and other warlike ſtores, 


and particularly that ſeveral evil-diſpoſed perſons lately broke into 


one of his Majeſty's ſtores in the town of Belfaſt in the county of 
Antrim, and thereout took and carried away ten barrels of gun- 


powder. - 


And whereas we have alſo received information that on Tueſday 
the firſt of November inſtant a conſiderable number of armed 
men, aſſociated in the aforeſaid treaſonable conſpiracies, entered 
the town of Stewartſtown in the county of Tyrone, and cut and 
maimed ſeveral of the peaceable inhabitants of the ſaid town who 


had refuſed to join in their aſſociations, and who had agreed to 
_ enrol themſelves in corps under officers to be commiſſioned by his 
Majeſty for the preſervation of the public peace, and for the protec- 


tion of the kingdom againſt foreign invaſion. - „ 

And whereas we have alſo received information, that in further 
proſecution of the ſaid treaſonable purpoſes many large bodies of 
men have aſſembled and arrayed themſelves and marched in military 


order and with military muſick through ſeveral parts of the ſaid | 


diſtricts, | 
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diſtricts, under the pretence of ſaving corn and digging potatoes 
(though they far exceeded the numbers neceſſary to be employed 
in ſuch ſervices) to the very great terror of the loyal and faithful 
ſubjects of his Majeſty. _ 3 
And whereas ſuch treaſonable outrages have cauſed well- ground. 
ed alarms in the minds of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, and are of 
the moſt dangerous and pernicious tendency: 1 F 
Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, being determin. 
ed to maintain the public peace and to afford protection to all his 
Majeſty's loyal ſubjefts, and immediately and effectually to exerciſc 
all powers with which the conſtitution has inveſted us for theſe pur. 
poſes, do forewarn all perſons of the danger they may incur, and on 
their allegiance charge them to deſiſt from ſuch treaſonable practices. 
And we do hereby ſtrialy charge and command all mayors, ſhe. 
riffs, juſtices of the peace and other peace officers, and all officers 
civil and military in this Kingdom, and all other his Majeſty's lov. 
ing ſubjects, as they tender their allegiance to his Majeſty and their 
own ſafety, to uſe their beſt endeavours to prevent, and where that 
cannot be done to diſcover and bring to juſtice thoſe concerned in 
the aforeſaid practices, and to prevent and diſperſe all treaſonable, 
: ſeditious or unlawful aſſemblies, the neceſſary orders having been 
already iſſued to the ſeveral officers of his Majeſty's forces in this 
kingdom to be aiding and aſſiſting to the civil magiſtrates in the 
execution of their duties for that purpoſe. | 


Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin the 6th Day of 
| November 1796, 1 8 


W. Armagh, Clare, C. Bellamont, Glandore, Mount Norris, Ely, 
Dillon, Pery, Mountjoy, O' Neil, Muſkerry, Donoughmore, 
Carleton, Yelverton, Roſſmore, John Foſter, J. Parnell, J. 
Blaquiere, Her. Langriſhe, D. La Touche, H. Cavendiſh, Arthur 
Wolfe, James Cuff, J. Beresford, T. Pelham, Robert Roſs, 8. 


Hamilton, Lodge Morris. 


(A true Copy.) 1 PATRICKSON. 
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M. . Pelham's Letter to General Lake, 3d March. 
"1; — Ll 
lam commanded by my Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that 


from the information received by his Excellency with reſpe& to 
various parts of the north of Ireland, additional meaſures to thoſe 


hitherto employed for preſerving the public peace are become ne- 


cellary. It appears that in the counties of Down, Antrim, Ty- 
rone, Derry and Donegal, ſecret and treaſonable affociations ſtill 
continue to an alarming degree, and that the perſons concerned 


in theſe aſſociations are attempting to defeat all the exertions of 


the loyal and well-diſpoſed, by the means of terror; that they 
threatened the lives of all who ſhall venture, from regard to their 


duty and oath of allegiance, to diſcover their treaſons; that they } 
aſſemble in great numbers by night, and by threats and force 


diſarm the peaceable inhabitants; that they have fired on his Ma- 
jeſty's juſtices of the peace when endeavouring to apprehend them 
in their nocturnal robberies ; that they threaten by papers, letters 
and notices, the perſons of thoſe who ſhall in any manner reſiſt or 


vppoſe them: that in their nightly excurſions for the purpoſe of 


diſarming his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, they diſguiſe their perſons 
and countenances ; that they endeavour to collect great quantities 
of Arms in concealed hiding places; that they have cut down 


great numbers of trees on the eſtates of the gentry, for the pur- 


oſe of making pikes ; that they have ſtolen great quantities of 


lead for the purpoſe of caſting bullets ; that they privately by night 


exerciſe themſelves in the practice of arms; that they endeavour 
to intimidate perſons from joining the yeomanry corps eſtabliſhed 


by law in order to reſiſt a foreign enemy ; that they refuſe to em- 


ploy in manufactures thoſe who enliſt in the ſaid corps; that they 
not only threaten but ill treat the perſons of the yeomanry, and 


even attack their houſes by night, and proceed to the barbarous 


extremity of deliberate and ſhocking murder, as was exemplified 
in their recent attack and murder by night of Mr. Comyns of 


_ Newtownards, ' 


: Dublin Caſtle, 3d March, 179 
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Newtownards, and that they profeſs a reſolution to aſſiſt the ene. 
mies of his Majeſty, if they ſhould be enabled to land in this king. 
dom. It further appears, that theſe diſturbances and outrages 
exiſt, and even encreaſe, as well in the diſtricts which have been 


proclaimed, as in other parts of the country. In order therefore 


to reduce the perſons engaged in the aforeſaid treaſonable aſſocia. 


* 


tions and guilty of the ſaid atrocious outrages to ſubordination to 


the laws, and to give confidence to the well-diſpoſed among his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, and ſecurity to their properties and their lives, 
and to prevent any aſſiſtance being given to the enemy by the 
diſloyal und diſaffected, His Excellency bas commanded me to 


communicate to you his poſitive orders, that you take the moſt 
immediate and deciſive meaſures for diſpoſing of the military force 
under your command, aided by the yeomanry corps, for imme. 


diately diſarming all perſons who ſhall not bear his Majeſty's com. 
miſſion, or are acting under perſons ſo commiſſioned, or perſons 
holding commiſſions under the authority of the yeomanry act, 


or perſons acting under officers ſo commiſſioned, and after mak. 


ing ſuch diſpoſitions, you are required to carry ſuch diſarming 
intd effect. | | Et 
His Excellency gives you this full authority, in order to give 

your diſcretion the greateſt latitude, relying at the ſame time on 
your prudence and diſcernment in the exerciſe of it, ſo that the 
peaceable and well-afteted may be protected againſt the evil de- 
ſigns of thoſe who have threatened their lives and property with 
deſtruction. Fs 55 „ 

His Excellency further authorizes you to employ force againſt 
any perſons aſſembled in arms, not legally authorized ſo to be, to 
diſperſe all tumultuous aſſemblies of perſons, though they may 


not be in arms, without waiting for the ſanction and aſſiſtance of 
the civil authority, if in your opinion the peace of the realm or 


the ſafety of his 4 80 faithful ſubjects may be endangered by 
ꝛority. | | | 

His Excellency further authorizes you to conſider thoſe parts 
of the country where the outrages before ſtated have been com- 


- mitted, or where they ſhall ariſe, as being in a ſtate that requires 


all the meaſures of 'exertion and precaution which a country de- 
pending upon military force alone for its protection would re- 
. | quire; 
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quire ; and you are therefore required to ſtation your troops with 


a view to interrupt communication between thoſe whom you 
may have reaſon to ſuſpect of evil deſigns; to eſtabliſh patroles 
on the high roads or other paſſes, and to ſtop all perſons paſſing 
and repaſſing after certain hours of the night; and in order com- 
pletely to carry into effect any orders or regulations which, in 


the circumſtances of the caſe may be conſidered by you as neceſ- 


ſary, you are authorized to iſſue notices, ſtating the regulations, 
and calling upon his Majeſty's ſubjects to be aiding and aſſiſting 


* 


I have the honour to be, 
Kae. &c. 
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General Lake's Proclamation, 13th M. arch, 1797. 


Baäůelfaſt, March 13th, 1797. 


. WHEREAS the daring and horrid outrages in many parts of 
this province, evidently perpetrated with a view to ſuperſede the 


laws and the adminiſtration of juſtice, by an organized ſyſtem of 


murder and robbery, have increaſed to ſuch an alarming degree, 
as from their atrocity and extent to bid defiance to the civil 
power, and to endanger the lives and properties of his Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjeas. | 

And whereas the better to effect their traitorous purpoſes, ſe. 
veral perſons who have been. enrolled under the authority of his 
Majeſty's Commiſſions, and others, have been forcibly and trai- 
torouſly 2 of their arms, it is therefore become indiſpen. 
ſably neceſſary for the ſafety and protection of the well diſpoſed, 
to interpoſe the King's troops under my command; and I do 
hereby give notice that I have received authority and directions 
to act in ſuch manner as the public ſafety may require. 

I do therefore hereby enjoin and require all perſons in this dil. 
trict (peace officers and thoſe ſerving in a military capacity ex- 
cepted) forthwith to bring in and ſurrender up all arms and am- 
munition which they may have in their poſſeflion to the officer 
commanding the King's troops in their neighbourhood. 

I truſt that an immediate compliance with this order may ren- 
der any act of mine to enforce it unneceſſary. 
Let the people ſeriouſly reflect before it is too late, on the ruin 
into which they are ruſhing; let them reflect on their preſent 
proſperity and the miſeries in which they will inevitably be in- 


vol ved by perſiſting in acts of poſitive rebellion ; let them inſtantly 


by ſurrendering up their arms and by reſtoring thoſe traitorouſly 
taken from the King's forces, reſcue themſelves from the ſeverity 
of military authority—Let all the loyal and well intentioned act to- 


gether 


—_—_ C_ — mn © Fa 
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gether with energy and ſpirit in enforcing ſubordination to the laws 


and reftoring tranquillity in their reſpective neighbourhoods, and 
they may be aſſured of Protection and ſupport from me. es 


And I do hereby it invite all perſons who are enabled to give infor- 
mation touching arms and -ammunition ' which may be concealed, 


immediately to communicate the ſame to the ſeveral officers com- 


manding his Majeſty's forces in their reſpective diſtricts ; and for 
their encouragement and reward I do hereby promiſe and engage 


that ſtrict and inviolable ſecrecy ſhall be obſerved with reſpe& to all 
perſons who ſhall make communication; and that every perſon 


who ſhall make it ſhall receive as a reward the full value of all 
ſuch arms and ammunition as ſhall be ſeized in conſequence there- 
of. 


7 G. Lakes, 1 8 
Commanding the Northern Diſtrict. 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


CAMDEN, 


WHEREAS there exiſts within this kingdom a ſeditious _ 


traitorous conſpiracy, by a number of perions tiling themſelves 
United Iriſhmen, for. the ſubverſion of the authority of his Majeſty, 
and the Parliament, and the deſtruction of the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution and government: and whereas for the execution of ſuch 
their wicked defign, they have planned means of open violence, and 
formed ſecret arrangements for raiſing, arming, and paying a diſci- 
plined force. and, in furtherance 'of their purpoſes, have trequently 
aſſembled in great and unuſual numbers, under the colourable pre. 
tence of planting or -digging potatoes, attending funerals, and the 
like, and have frequently aſſembled in large armed bodies, and 
plundered of arms the houſes of many of his majeſty's loyal ſub. 
jects in difterent parts of the kingdom, and cut down, and carried 
away great numbers of trees, wherewith to make handles for pikes, 
and other offenſive weapons, to arm their traitorous aſſociates, and 


have audaciouſly attempted to diſarm the diſtrict or yeomanry corps, 


enrolled under his majeſty's commiſſion for the defence of the realm, 
and even fired upon ſeveral bodies of his Majeſty's forces, when 
attempting to quell their inſurre&ion ; and it is therefore now 
become neceſſary to uſe the utmoſt powers. with which govern- 


ment is by law entruſted for the ſuppreſſion of ſuch traitorous 


attempts. And whereas the exertions of the civil power have proved 


inefjettual for the ſuppreſſion of the aforeſaid traitorous and wicked | 
i | | FE De . Ee conſpiracy, 


conſpiracy, and for the protetFion of the lives and properties of his Ma- 
jeſty's faithful ſubjects. ks we TEST Ws | 


| Now We the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of the 

privy counctl, having determined, as far as in Us lies, to ſuppreſs 
{uch daring attempts, and at the ſame time, deſirous to prevent the 

well-diſpofed, or miſled, from falling into the dangers to which ig- 
norance or incaution may expoſe them, do by this our proclamation, 
forewarn all ſuch to abſtain from entering into the ſaid traitorous ſo- 
cieties of United Iriſomen, or any of them, and from reſorting to their 


meetings, or acting under their directions or influence, or taking or 


adhering to any of their declarations or engagements, and from ſuf- 
fering them to aſſemble in their houſes, or in any manner harbour- 
ing them. And we do ſtrictly charge and cominend on their alle- 
giance, all perſons having knowledge or information of the meet- | 
ings of the ſaid ſocieties, or any of them, to give immediate infor- 
mation thereof to ſome of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, or to 
ſome officer of his Majeſty's forces in the neighbourhood of the 
place where ſuch meeting is intended. And We do forewarn all 
perſons from tumultuous or unlawful affemblies, or from meeting in 
any unuſual numbers, under the plauſible or colourable pretence 
aforeſaid, or any other, whatſoever. | | 


And We caution his Majeſty's loyal and loving ſubjects, when- 
ever ſuch afſemblies ſhall happen, or that they 'receive notice from 
any magiſtrates, or from the officers commanding any body of his 
Majeſty's forces, to keep quietly within their dwellings, to the end 
that the well-diſpoſed may avoid the miſchiefs which the guilty may 
bring upon themſelves. i WP Ew 


And as it has become neceſſary, from the circumſtances before 
mentioned, to employ the military force, with which we are by law 
entruſted, for the immediate ſuppreſſim of ſuch rebellious and traitorous 
attempts now making againſt the peace and dignity of the crown, and 
the ſafety of the lives and properties of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjetts. We 
have therefore iſſued the moſt direct and effettual orders to all officers 
commanding his Majeſty's troops, by the exertions of their utmoſt force, 
to ſuppreſs the ſame, and to oppoſe with their full power all ſuch as ſhall . 
refit them in the execution of their duty. | FI IE 


4 


And We do hereby ftiriftly charge and command all our officers, civil 2d 
and military, and all other his Majeſty's loving ſubjetts, to uſe their en 
utmoſt endeavours to diſcover all pikes, pike-heads, concealed guns and inc 
ſwords, offenſive weapons, or ammunition of any kind whatſeever. _ + off 


And We do hereby charge and command all perſons having in their 

' cuſtody pikes, pike-heads, or concealed guns, ſwords, offenſive weapons, 
or ammunition of any kind whatever, to deliver up the ſama to ſome 
magiſtrate or officer of his Majeſty's troop, as they jvall anſwer to the 
contrary at their peril, And We do hereby ſtrictly charge and 
command all officers, civil and military, and all other his Majeſty's 
faichlul, ſubjects, to be aiding and aſſiſting in ſuppreſſing all traito- 
rous, tumultuous and unlawtul aflemblies, and in bringing to pu- 
niſhment all perſons diſturbing or attempting to diſturb the public 


Peace. Fong F ; 


[| And whereas we have reaſon to hope that many of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects who have joined the ſaid traitorous ſocieties, have done fo 
without being apprized of the extent of their crimes, and others 
from intimidacion, and that fuch may be willing to return to their 
W allegiance. Now We being deſirous to extend his Majeſty's par- 
don to all ſuch as are ſenſible of their e:rors, and willing to return 
ll to their allegiance, do herevy promiſe his Majeſty's gracious pardon 
1 to all ſuch perſons, ſo ſeduced or intimidated, as have taken an en- 
gagement to the ſaid ſocieties, or any of them, who ſhall, on or 
before the twenty- fourth day of June next, ſurrender themſelves to 
any of hi; Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, being of the quorum of 
the counties in which they ſhall reſpectively reſide, and take the 
0 oath of allegiance, and enter into ſufficient recognizance, with two 
ſufficient ſureties, if ſureties {hall be required by the magiſtrate 
i before whom ſuch recogmzance ſhall be acknowledged, which re- 
Wi cognizance every ſuch magiſtrate is hereby required to return to the 
next general ſeſſion of the peace, or aſſizes, to be holden in and for 
Wl the county in which ſuch recognizance ſhall be taken reſpectively) 
W to be of the peace and good behaviour for the {pace of ſeven years, 
il fave and except all ſuch as have been guilty of murder, contpiracy 
. of murder, burglary, burning of houles, corn or hay, ſtacks of 
ſtraw or turf, maliciouſly digging up, or injuring, or deſtroying any 
i potatoes, flax or hemp, rape or corn of any kind, planted or ſewed, 
or deſtroying meadows or hay, maiming or houghing of cattle, 
, adminiſtering 


adminiſtering or cauſing to be adminiſtered any unlawful oath or _ 


engagement to any of his Majeſty's forces of any deſcription, or 
inciting. or encouraging _ perſon to commit any of the aforeſaid 
offences reſpectively, and fave and except all perſons now in cuſ- 
tody. 5 | : s * 


Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, . 17th day of 


May, 1797. | 
W. Armagh. Clare C. Char. Caſhel. W. Tuam. Waterford, 


Drogheda. Weſtmeath. Shannon. Clanbraffil. Altamont. 


Glandore. Portarlington. Farnham. Carhampton. Clon- 


mell. Ely. Dillon. _ Gosford. H. Meath. - Carleton... 


Yelverton. John Foſter. J. Beresford, Denis Browne. 
T. Pelham. Hen. Cavendiſh. J. Blaquiere. H. Langriſhe. 


bf Theo. Jones, Joſ. Cooper. James Cuff. George Ogle. | 


D. Latouche. J. Monk Maſon. Arthur Wolfe. James 
Fitzgerald. Robert Roſs. S. Hamilton. Lodge Morris. 


| God ſave the King. T2 


1 


* 
- 
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(Copy) 
Dublin Caſtle, 1 8th May 1797. 5 
4 My Lord, 


THE Lord Lieutenant and Council having judged it expedient 
to call upon his Majeſty's troops to exert their utmoſt force to ſup- 
preſs a ſeditious and traitorous conſpiracy of perſons ſtiling them 
telves United Iriſhmen, I am commanded by his Excellency to 
tran[mit to your Lordſhip a copy of the proclamation iſſued on this 
ſubject, and to deſire that your Lordſhip will iſſue the neceſſary 
orders to the troops under your command in conſequence thereof; 
his Excellency has directed me to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that 
as the traitorous and treaſonable deſigns of theſe conſpirators ex- 
tend to the ſubverſion of the Conſtitution and Government, it will 
be neceſſary to take meaſures of general precaution, ſo that the 
troops may be prepared to act whenever it may become neceſſary to 
have recourſe to their exertions. In thoſe parts of the kingdom 
where thele deſigns have been manifeſted by acts of open violence, 
it will be neceſſary to give the officers of his Majeſty's troops more 
precile directions for their conduct. In ſuch parts of the kingdom 
as have been diſturbed by nocturnal depredations, where the lives 
of his Majclty's loyal ſubjects have been endangered by perſons 
collected in arms attack ing and firing upon their houſes, and where 
alſemblies of perſons have been collected for the purpoſe of unlaw- 
fully cutting down trees or perpetrating other acts of outrage, mi- 
litary precaution ſhould be adopted for the ſecurity of the lives and 
property of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects and. oppoſing by the moſt 

effectual means ſuch daring acts of violence. 


Diligent enquiry ſhould be made reſpecting any concealed arms 
or aminunttion, and for pikes and pike handles, and upon informa- 
tion thereof, ofticers commanding parties ſhould be directed to 


ſearch for and ſeize the ſame. 
| And 
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Any perſons armed with pikes or other weapons in reſiſtance 
of his Majeſty's troops are to be conſidered as rebels and treated 
accordingly ; all perſons exerciſing themſelves in the uſe of arms 
under perſons not holding his Majeſty's or the Lord Lieutenant' 8 
commiſſion are to be diſarmed and apprehended, and in caſe of re- 
ſiſtance to be treated as rebels; and as it appears to be a part of the 
ſyſtem of theſe conſpirators to take the opportunity of 0 nerals and 
other occaſions to aſſemble conſiderable numbers of perſons, the 
officers of his Majeſty's army ſhould be directed in purſuance of this 
proclamation to watch all ſuch aſſemblies, and if from their number 
or other circumſtances the public peace ſhould appear to be endan- 
gered, they will diſperſe them; and as various attempts have been 

made to ſeduce his Majeſty's troops from their duty and allegiance, 
-you will direct all perſons of ſuſpicious appearance who ſhall come 
within the lines of any ee barrack or other ſtations of 
his Majeſty's troops, to be detained. KS | 


And his Excellency further deſires that your Lordſhip will frond 
time to time communicate ſuch inſtructions to the officers of his 
Majeſty's troops as you ſhall deem beſt adapted for carrying into 
_ his Excellency's an and as local exigencies may 
emand. | 


I have the honour to be, my Lond 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, - 


THOMAS PELHAM. 


The Earl Carhampton, 
Commander in Chief, 
K.. MC. 


„ nh 


Lord Carhamptin's Orders. 


IN obedience to the order of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, it 
is the Commander in Chicf 's commands that the mulitary do at 
without waiting for directions from the civil magiſtrates in diſperſing 
any tumultuous or unlawful aſſemblies of perſons threatning the 
peace of the realm, and the ſafety of the lives and properties: of hi 
Majeſty” 8 Ee ſubjects, where ſoever collected. 


No. XIII. „ 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, 
A PROCLAMATION. 
CAMDEN, | 

WHEREAS we did, by our proclamation bearing date the 157th 
day of May laſt, by and with the advice of the Privy Council, pro- 
mile his Majeſty's pardon to all ſuch .offenders thereby deſcribed, 
who, being ſenſible of their errors, and willing to return to their 
allegiance, ſhould, on or before the twenty-tourth day of June 
inſtant, ſurrender themſelves to any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
peace, being of the quorum, of the counties in which they ſhall | 
reſpe&tively reſide, and take the. oath of allegiance, and enter 
into ſufficient recognizance, with two ſufficient ſureties, if ſure- 
ties ſhall be required by the magiſtrate before whom ſuch recognt- 
zance ſhall be acknowledged, to be of the peace and good beha- 
viour for the ſpace of ſeven years, (fave and except fuch perſons 
as have been guilty of the offences in our faid proclamation 
ſpecified.) And whereas many of his Majeſty's ſubjects have ſur- 
rendered themſelves, and entered into recognizances, and , taken 
the oath of allegiance, purſuant to the ſaid proclamation, and 
there is reaſon to believe that many others are defirous to return 


to their duty, if the time for receiving ſurrenders, and extending 
ſuch promiſe of pardon were enlarged. 


Now We the Lord Lieutenant, being deſirous to extend his 
Majeſty's pardon to ſuch as are willing to return to their duty, 
do, by this our proclamation, by and with the advice of his 
Majeſty's Privy Council, enlarge the time limited by the ſaid 
proclamation, for accepting ſuck ſurrenders, and taking ſuch re- 
cognizances, to the twenty-fourth day of July next enfuing the 
date hereof, and do promiſe his Majeſty's gracious pardon to all 
ſuch Perſons as ſhall ſurrender themſelves to any of his Majclty's 
Juſtices of the peace (being of the quorum) of the county where 
they ſhall reſpectivcly reſide, and -onform in all reſpects" to the 

| | | terms 


- No. XII. 


terms fequired by by our faid proclamation, oh or before the ſaid 
twenty fourth — Fu July, in like manner as if they had fo fur: 


feridered and med on or before the faid tiventy-fourth day of 
June, with like Exceptions as contained in our faid proclamation, 


And whereas many ef his Majefty's ſobjects did, at the fefficn 
6f oyer and terminer, holden on the jth day of June inſtant, 
in and for the county of Antrim at Carrickfergus, and by adjoury- 
ment at the town * Belfaft, on the tenth day of June inſtant, 
nay Barry Lord Yelverton, chief baron of the court of Exche- 

and Tankervll Chamberlaine, efquire, one of the Juſtices 
＋ Hopi court of King's Bench, furrender themfelves, and take an 
6ath of allegiance to his Majefty, before the faid Judges or one of 
them, 6f —— certain juftices of the peace for the ſaid county, 
aſfigned by the ſaid judges to adminifter the ſame, but omitted to 
ater into fecognizance purſuant to Gur ſaid proclamation. elle, 


Now We ds, by and with the advice sforcfaid, promiſe his Ma- 


2 105 pardon, purſuant to the terms of the ſaid proclamation, to 


All perſons who took an cath of allegiance before the faid judges 
of either of them, or before any juſtice of the peace by the fad 
Judges sppoinited to adminiſter ſuch oath, provided ſuch perſons 
Mall, on or before the twenty-fourth day of July next, enter into 
ſuch recognizances, and procute ſuch fureties as by the faid pro- 
elamat ion ate ditected, to be entered into by perſons ee | 
themſelbes purſuant to the faid proclamation. 


Gives at n Council chamber in Dublin, the 22d a of 
| J une, 1797. Z 


c Cbar, Cab, Drogheda, Weſtmeath, Shannon, 

18 —_— Dillon, Carleton, Callan, Yelverton, 

— 95g Fa e Maſon, Arthur Wolle, Robert 8 
Iſaae Cory, Hamilton, Lodge Morres. 
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Ile In "rats amend in this Nunker of the Appendix was 14: 

ceived from Nicholas Magus, of Sainifield, in the cn, of 
Down, who was himſelf 6 Member of the Provincial and Comy 
Conmiltees, and a 4 Colong! in the Military Som of United = 
bifmes. He was preſet at each of the Maetings of which ay 
Accent is here gives ; and from Time is Tins, immediately afior 
each Meeting, communicated Bhat peed Hhereat is the Rev. John 
Alland, & Magifrate of the fold County. The Parſon giving the 
 Joformation Jus fince verified it upon Oath before the Committee of 

the Lords; aud Dir. Cleland has Bkewsfe feory that the Papers 
preſented is the Committee COMBI . cal, mu fo an. 
Municated to him by Maguen. 
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" FO C. Return. 
(ame Meeting. } 


City of Dublin -” „ go0b4 
Militia - KB Jags 
County dv. - 722 
Kildare - - „ 
Meath — - - 2432 


Reęſolution of the Executive. 
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The number in the buſineſs is immenſe, though unacquainted 
with the "Toon: or organization. 


Reſolved that all county delegates” be prepared at the firſt pro- 
vincial meeting to bring forward a plan for ſupporting the fami- 
lies of indigent perſons during their exertions in the field. 

Reſolved that it is e to hold correſpondence with per- 


ſons out of ſociety. 


REPORTS. 


Lower C aſtlereagh 


Upper Caſtlereagh = 


Kenallarty = = 


Females >. ER 


2 Kenallarty 
3 Do. 1 
Ards 
Newry 

2 Do. - 

2 00. 4 
Dufferin - 
Upper Iveagh - 

2 Do. 5 

l - | 
Lower Iveagh - 
Lecall - : 

2 Do. - 


3000 
1800 
1000 


50 
1000 
900 


1500 
1000 
_ "or 


249 
844 
5225 


1000 
2 204. 
4000 


g00 
as 


3 


Females 


28577 29 I9 2 


— —b— 


Several Avifions "ere ate of eons Raving hsc thew, 
delves itn public ſubſoriptions. 


Reſolutions 1 
ae that this committee does prepare an addrels to the 


e bag le fiokting or plunderigg; the fame £0 de Printed 


through the country in hand pills. 


3 that we hear with 8 concern che Adifaffedion 
Wwhigh alls in {ome quarters reſpecting their money—we Can 
aſſure hom that not one penny of their money bas been expended 
Any . way (than that it was intencled for. We would recom- 
mend it to the people to delegate fugh perfons as they could place 
confidence in, and we will take care that ſuch perſons ſhall tbe from 
us as We pe nlectly depend in. We have had a great deal of trouble 
at che lat aſſtees ; the .expence Was immenle they have ended with 
hanour co the people. From the ablence of the Treaſurer of the 
Seqrat Committee who " an exprels elſewhore, ng Other ; Accu 
can tbe brought * than the W | V 


. 
The money cited by te trags r the county , 45 f 
ee - 22 2 1 

T counſel and witneſſes > . | 498 4 oh 
The balance remaining „%% ð wü . 


* of wikich Agents, pri Vader, attornies and clerks are to be 
Pal 

Phe above aun confiſted if dele tes who . Upper 
Caftlereagh—Lower .Afiloreag 3 hanty—Dufforin—[,over Ards 
Lower * Iseagh —Newny——Lecal a . 
, | Run 


o wa, tw, we 
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. of Drew Cummins bud & 
— of James Oe Iynkeepes , Ballynabineb, = T1 
gfe 5 


5 A cit terms the 
gature of the engagement with agree g e noms the 
„ be Hed heir lite aud property in che ſupport of bullmeſs 


The money received. at the county was 3 29 19 2 
| Out of which was voted beg eien ue the following 
perſons : p 


; 85 1 5 * 
$ix perſons from Satt „%% 
A Highlander from Killinchy . VVV F 2 3 
| From Leclli . 1 2 9 
Broom from Liu. . — 1 2 9 
Four mila 1 4 1 0 
Upper Iveagh — 0 . „ 2 9 
Ads %ͤũ 7I)ÄIů CC 
| Balhnabinchk ß — -” 
Three women whoſe huibands were ſent on board od 
the tender . 
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County of Down Committee held in Ballynabinch at the 
"Ram © James Armſtrong, Thurſday June 8, 1797. 


Copy of the Reports made thereat. © 


* 


Ns. IV. 


Coſts of the Law. 


Counſellor C urran 


Attorney 


Leinſter | 


Sampſon 


Ball 


Dobbs 


Caddel 
Glenny + 
Wallace 


Frazer - 


Gaoler 


Two Aſſiſtants 
Sub-Sheriff 
Witneſſes 


„ 


Antrim 


Down 


Armagh 


Derry 


Donegal 


Tyrone 
Monaghan 
Cavan 
Fermanagh 


Louth 


City of Dublin 


Co. of Dublin 


Kildare 3 
Meath 


Weſtmeath 
C ounty Reports : 


Lower Caſtlereagh 
Females | 


1 
2 1 
1 


oo gs. 


50 gs. 


40 gs. 
40 gs. 
oOo gs. 
20 |. 


00 gs. 


50 dl. 
10 gs. 


- 20 |. each. 


20 gs. 


200 l. 


Provincial Reports : 


3000 


46 


22816 
30641 


19042 


10500 


3214 


12594 
102.56 


3807 
3000 
5280 


7230 


2918 


12703 


7922 
20000 


Houſe of 


Upper 


Upper Caſtlereagh 


_ Kinellarty 
Females 
2d ditto 
3d ditto 
Dufferin 
 Ards 
Newry 
2d ditto 
zd ditto 
Upper Iveagh 
2d ditto 
zd ditto 


Lower Iveagh 


Lecale 
2d ditto 
3d ditto 
Mourne 


z > 


No. XIV. 


1800 


1000 


50 


1000 


I 000 
644 
2500 


1000 


281 
249 


- 5225 


1000 


— 2484 


4000 
goo 


1172 
300 


2500 


30641 


Saintfield, 15th June 1797, a meeting of Colonels (their 
names appear in the original) was held for the county of Down. 
Saintfeld, June 17th, at the houſe of James Shaw, at four o'clock, 
| Colonel ——— called the Captains of his regiment and told them 

it was the determination of the National Committee to make a 
Riſing in the enſuing week, and defired them to go home and 
cauſe their men to prepare their arms. ſaid 1 
plan they were to act upon, but the Colonels were to meet the next 
day and he would receive the General's plan how they were to act, 
but he believed they were to cut off all the outpoſts, and to em- 
body in diviſions like to eight or ten thouſand men; and it was 
thought when all reſources were cut off from the camps the gene- 
ral part of the men would turn over to us. 
to meet him there on 
ceive further orders. 


He ſaid he had not the 


He told the Captains 


The Orders of Monday June 19th, 1797. | 


meet their Colonel 


The Captains to go home to their reſpective companies and to 
at James Woods, Innkeeper, at 


Knockbraken, on Friday morning Fo 23d June 1797, at 6 oy 


% 


Monday at ten o'clock, and they would re- 


_ No. XV. 


and he would have further information, as the Colonels of the 


county of Down were to meet on Thurſday the 22d June. The 
Colonel ſaid the National Committee was fitting theſe 15 days 
paſt, and will for ſome days more. The only thing that retarded 
the riſing at preſent was the county of Antrim not being willing 
to riſe, 10,000 only excepted ;—but if they could get the county 
of Antrim to come properly forward there was no doubt but the 
buſineſs would be put into execution. The only account from 
France is that they will not be here before fix weeks from hence, 
if then. He had the honour to ſay that the Colonels of the 
county of Down were unanimous for riſing. N 


County of Down Meeting. 
Belfaſt, Monday July 10th 1797. 


Nine Perſons preſent. (their names appear in the original.) 
A Provincial Delegate for the County of Antrim ſaid there were 

,000 men at the Lexel who were poſitively coming to Ireland; 
that the Iriſh Delegates were warmly received by the Directory of 
France; that Lowry and Teeling were of the number of Delegates, 
He could not ſay exactly the time when the men would land in 
Ireland, but he would not think it ſtrange if they came in the 
courſe of a fortnight. He was poſitive that at the preſent time 
there were two frigates reconnoitring the coaſt of Ireland. He re- 
commended it to the Delegates not to tell the lower orders of the 
people that the correſpondence was ſtill carrying on with the 

rovince, leſt that by that means they ſhould be detected as they 

ad been before. He recommended each delegate to get and brin 
to the meeting the number of fighting men in their reſpective af 
tricts, and to obtain it by application to the ſeveral Captains who 
could make known to them the effective number in each of their 


companies. | 
County Meeting. 
Downpatick, 22d July 1797. 


Five members preſent. (their names appear in the original.) 
Ordered, that before the next meeting a perſon be ſent through 
the upper pact of the county of Down to try and bring that part of 

the county forward, A report was made from the Provincial Meet- 
I ing 


ing held on the 14th July 1797, that the Provincial Meeting was 
thinly attended, there being only four counties repreſented, viz, 
| Antrim, Down, Donegal and Tyrone. The next Provincial Meet- 


ing to be held at Belfaſt the-14th Auguſt next. 


Meeting of Captains of the Drumbo Battalion, at James 
Woods five Captains preſent. They all agreed that their reſpee - f 


tive companies would act if the French ſhould land. 


July 31ſt. | | 3 
Meeting of Captains of the Liffons battalion, ae John Shaw's— 


ſix Captains preſent. Same reſolution of the preceding of the 
Drumbo battalion; great fears were expreſſed at this meeting of 


f — 


the catholics and diſſenters becoming two ſeparate parties. 


Provincial Meeting. | 
| Randalſtown, 14th Auguſt 1797. 


Five perſons preſent. (their names appear in the original.) 


Reports delivered that the National Committee has diſſolved the 
Executive in May, and that the Executive had had then a plan of 
inſurrection which they gave to the National, and that the province 
of Leinſter was to meet them in Dublin; the Provincial Delegates 
of Leinſter came to Dublin the time appointed, but the Members 
of Ulſter inſtead of meeting them at the time appointed, ſat in 
Belfaſt ſeveral days calling the Land- jobbers of the province to fee 
whether it was neceſſary or not, until the principal leading men were 


all attacked, and the Leinſter Delegates gone home after waiting in 


Dublin four days. A few ſpirited men in Belfaſt now ſeeing the 
buſineſs fruſtrated, ſubſcribed five hundred guineas to ſend a perſon 
to France; but not knowing what road to ſend him or how to get 
him introduced to the Directory, they applied to a Member of the 


old Executive and found the very perſon they had elected was ſent | 


ten days before by the Executive; it was alſo found that the Exe- 
cutive had been a thouſand guineas out of their own pocket, from 
theſe circumſtances the old Executive is elected into full power to 
act for the whole nation, and they think they can bring forward the 


whole nation yet, to a& in a very ſhort ſpace of time even in _ 


3 4 


* 
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the French ſhould be fruſtrated in making a deſcent, which they are 
perfectly aſſured is their intention at this very inſtant, as there is a 
regular communication ſtill carried on with them and the Executive. 
They reported that there are a number of Societies formed in North 
America whoſe object is to aſſiſt Ireland. The Executive acknow. 
ledges receiving the ſum of two hundred and eleven dollars from the 
ſaid ſocieties in the courſe of theſe eight days. From the preſent 
ſtaic of the province they were obliged to reſolve that each county 
ſhnould raiſe money for the defence of its own priſoners, which they 
earneſtly recommend them not to neglect. : 


County of Down meeting is held in two parties, leſt a large 
number meeting might excite ſuſpicion. One party (the upper part 
of the county) meet to-morrow, the 17th Auguſt, at Moſes Mont- 
gomery's of Ballynahinch, innkeeper ; the next meeting of the 
other party (the lower part of the county of Down) meet at Kean's 
of Belfaſt on Friday next, the 18th inſtant, Auguſt 1797. 


It was ordered that certain perſons (named) ſhould apply to the 


moſt confidential perſons in Derry, Armagh, Cavan and Monaghan 
to come forward to repreſent theſe counties at the next Provincial 


Meeting. 


This Provincial Meeting 1s to be held on the 14th September 
next in the Houſe of Mr. Samuel Thomſon, Scotch-itreet, Dun- 


Report that no money is to be had from the people, the county 
Antrim excepted. = Ag | 


Provincial Committee, 


14th September, Dungannon, at the houſe of Samuel Thom- 


ſon : Ten members preſent (named in the original). Reports de- 
livered (by a perſon named), that two members of the Executive 
had met the Leinſter Delegates in Dublin, and had found that 
Leinſter was in a tolerable State of Organization, as alſo Connaught 
and Munſter, and there had been a great number of United Iriſh- 


men made, more. ſince the Proclamation. They had alſo elected 


An Executive in Leinſter, which would co-operate with the Ulſter 
Executive. He ſaid there was a perſon juſt arrived from France 
he brought word that the French had every thing ready for making 
a deſcent, and that the moſt part of the troops were on board; 


that 
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that our Delegates were along with them, and were to come from 


two parts, and that the Directory had given orders to their Admi- 
ral to proceed as ſoon as the wind would anſwer, and fight the 


Engliſh, and that the Dutch Admiral had got ſimilar orders. He 
ordered the people to meet in ſub-diviſions and be cautious, till 
keeping up. the correſpondence, and to have a look out for good 


horſes, as the French did not mean to bring any. Every man was 
aſked if he thought his conſtituents would yet act as formerly; ge- 
neral anſwer, they would, if they ſaw an equal chance. The Pro- 
vincial Committee is to meet on the 14th October in Mrs. M<Call's, 


Armagh. | 


The Executive of Ulſter and Leinſter meet and | act in the place 


of a National Committee. 


County of Down Committee. | 
September 16th 1797, Downpatrick. 


The reports the ſame as at the Provincial. Four perſons ap- 
pointed to act as a committee for priſoners ; they are to meet on 


Friday morning in Downpatrick, and to bring all the money they 


ever money 1s left at Carrickfergus. 


can colle& ; other perſons are to meet them, and to bring what- 


Provincial Meeting. 


14th October 1797, Armagh, (names of perſons preſent.) Re- 


ported that there had not been any information from our Dele- 
gate in France further than that one of them had drawn a bill of 
160]. on a member of the Executive. The opinion of the Exe- 


cutive was that the French ſhould have been here by this time, 


but they thought that the Britiſh government had got into poſſeſ- 


ſion of the plan of the expedition, which has fruſtrated them for 


ſome time, but they were ſure the French never would make peace 
until they had fulfilled their engagements with Ireland ; there had 


been no meeting of the Executive of Ulſter and Leinſter, but they 
are to meet againſt Monday eight days. The Executive requeſted 


that each County Delegate ſhould make a return of the number of 
the military, militia and yeomen in their different counties, with 
their ſituation, where they were quartered, and how many were 
favourable and unfavourable againſt the next provincial meeting, 
ſame place, Mrs. M*Call's, Scotch-ſtreet, Armagh, the 14th of 
November next, GY 1 . 
8 | County 


| 
| 
| 
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. County Meeting. 

October 21ſt, Downpatrick. 
(Names of perſons preſent.) 


Provincial reports read, and a recommendation given to raiſe 
ſeventy guineas to pay Sampſon, M*Cready and Glenny ; Curran 
got three hundred guineas for Armagh, Down and Antrim ; Ar. 
magh is not yet paid; Wallace got forty guineas ; Dobbs and 
Ball got two guineas each brief. A Baronial Meeting the ſame 
evening, held at James Shaw's, Saintfield, eight perſons preſent, 
2 names.) A perſon was at the meeting who had juſt arrived 
rom Scotland : ſhewed a Scotch Conſtitution, which 1s word for 
word the ſame as the Iriſh, only the words North Britons put in 
the place of Iriſhmen. 


Provincial Meeting. 
Nov. 14th, Armagh. 


(Names of perſons preſent.) The following counties were repre- 
ſented, Tyrone, Donegal, Armagh, Monaghan, Down, Antrim; Re- 
ports were given in; the Secretary took the number of the military 
m the different counties and their places of quarters ; cannot be 
exact in the number as none were permitted to take notes but the 
Secretary; the general number in Antrim were four thouſand, out 
of theſe, friends to the people ſeven hundred: Down one thou- 
ſand one hundred, one thouſand of theſe friends; Tyrone two 
thouſand ſeven hundred, one thouſand of theſe friends; Armagh 
four thouſand two hundred, two hundred friends; Donegal two 
thouſand, ſeven hundred friends; Monaghan could not return the 
number. The different Delegates were aſked by the Secretary if 
they thought their counties could diſarm the military within them- 
ſelves, they all faid they could, except Armagh ; the reaſon for 
taking this anſwer was, to give it to the Executive that they might 
the better be enabled to form a plan for the people to act upon in 
caſe the French ſhould land; he ſaid the Executive was in great 
want of ſome proper perſon to act in the county of Derry; he 
faid he had the pleaſure now to tell them there were four Executive 
Committees now in Ireland, namely, one in Cork, one in Galway, 


one in Dublin, one in Ulſter ; he ſaid two members from each of 
them met laſt week, and the reports from Leinſter Committee and 


Munſter were very good; he ſaid one of our Delegates had arrived 


from France; he ſaid we all knew the Expedition which was at the 
Texel deſtined for this country had been put off, owing to the 
defeat of the Batavian fleet, but the Directory was now preparing 
a more formidable expedition for us which we might depend upon ; 
he ſaid further, that the DireQory ſhewed great friendſhip to our 


Delegates ; he ſaid the Executive recommended it to us to uſe 
every exertion in our power to open the lower committees and ſo- 
cities, and to collect what money we could from them, as the Ex- 


ecutive was at a dreadful expenſe at the preſent, and money was 
the heart and ſoul of the buſineſs. | | 
Provincial Committee meet the 14th at Mc. Dermon's in Ran- 
dalſtown. | | | 
i County Meeting. 
Nov. 23d, Ballynahinch. 
Nine Members preſent. (their names) | 
Reports the ſame as at the Provincial ; one member made a long 
ſpeech on the propriety of the people acting without the aid of 
the French, and was ſupported in this opinion by two others. 
(named) The treaſurer received the ſubſcriptions in the hands of 
the county members. EE oO 
| Baronial Meeting. 1 
Nov. 2 5th at Baily's Mill, (names of perſons preſent.) Ad- 


journed to that day three weeks to Toddſtown. Next county 


meeting, Saintfield Fair. 
Provincial Meeting. 

Dec. 14th Randalſtown, Mc. Dermon's, (names of the mem- 
bers preſent.) The following counties were repreſented, Monaghan, 
Donegal, Armagh, Tyrone, Antrim, Down; Reports delivered, 
that the Executive Committee had not got any information from 
France ſince the laſt meeting, but that they every day expected 
the arrival of a Delegate; they were ſure the expedition was {till 
preparing for Ireland. „„ | 

It was ſtated that the Executive Committee had advanced 1371. 8s. 
for bringing thirteen priſoners from Belfait to Dublin on the bene- 


fit of the habeas corpus act. They had alſo advanced 1851. 48. _ 
| ws 7 the 
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the priſoners ' trials in Armagh and Carrickfergus ; and as they 
could not get money to defray the expenſes, they had thought of 
forming a lottery, the benefit of which was to be applied to ſaid 
purpoſes ; the number of tickets 2,000, one guinea each. Orders 
were iſſued to every county delegate to procure an exact account 
of the number of military, whether regular regiments, militia, or 
yeomen, and the quarters where they lie, and bring it to the next 
provincial meeting, as alſo how many of them reſpectively that 
can be reckoned on as iriends ; this is to be procured by the coun. 
ty members making application to the baronial members at the 
next county meeting, who are to make the returns for their re. 
ſpective baronies; in caſe the barony be not repreſented, or that 
he thinks additional friends neceſſary, he is to apply to ſome con- 
fidential, active, intelligent friend in the barony ; the rule of 
reckoning on friends among military, &c. is, that in caſe the per. 
fon ſworn is an united Iriſhman and has not taken any active ſteps 
againſt the body or any of its members out of the line of his pro- 
feſſion, he is to be deemed ſtill the friend of united Iriſhmen. A 
member took down the name of each Delegate preſent, and his 
direction, in order if any material news comes from France pre- 
vious to the regular meeting on the 14th January next to write to 

them, and call an extra meeting. The former return of military, 
c&c. was very lame and defective, and the Executive could not 
form a plan from it. It is neceſſary that this ſhould be completely 
remedied, and the reſpeQive ſtations and quarters of the troops 
known to the Executive, to enable them to form the proper plan 
for co-operation with the French on landing. 


. County Committee. 


Dec. 28th.—Saintfield. —Twenty members preſent [the names 
of all preſent except one]. The reports the ſame as thoſe of the 
province. One conſtitution was voted to a member to be given 
to parts of a ſhip's company lying in Belfaſt Lough for the propa- 


gation of the general principle. The members for Down has come 


to a reſolution to abandon the idea of a lottery for the payment 
of their preſent debt, and are about to eſtabliſh a committee to 
meet at Ballynahinch on the 7th of next month, to deliberate on 
the means for accompliſhing that purpoſe, independent of the 
county of Antrim, [Committee appointed, and their names.“ 
The county committee has alſo reſolved that each * 1 
5 Olonels 


mea wi £- «a ww a a +> ot am 


—_- wb & Land 


r S OR” —_ ITE 


Colonels have 8 ſhall have new ones appointed, in order 
that a meeting of 

the next county meeting. There was alfo fame day held a k 
mittee of the perſons who had the priſoners in charge at the 4a 


olonels may take place as ſoon as may be aftex 


aſſizes. [their names.] Their account ſtates 531. 98. 103d. defi» _ 


cient at laſt aſſizes. Three perſons [named] were to attend the 
national Executive on Sunday or Monday next, being the jth of 
sch January ty sg. I: 
A meeting was held on the 43d inſtant of the captains of the 
Knockbraken regiment in the houſe of James Woods ; alſo a meet» 
ing of the Drumbo regiment on tlie t6th January in the houſe. of 
Thomas Rainey. FE LY. oo far toro bt 3g ores | 
Next County Meeting to be in Ballynahinch: 


Ballynahinch, 


Ith Jan. 1798. Names of perſons preſexit, nine in number. 
They reſolved that they would reject the lottery bulineſs as it = 
| couraged the immorality of the people, and that 1 7 exert 
| themſelves to raiſe what money was wanting by W B32, and 
that they would meet again that day four —— ſame place. When 
the buſineſs of the meeting was nearly over a perſon named] ar- 
rived, who faid he was deputed by the Executive Committęę io ſhew 
| ihem the propriety of admitting the lottery. He was aſked whether 
he would pledge his honour that the debts incurred by the county 
of Down 8 be paid out of the profit ariſing from it. He ſaid 
he would not, as the profit arifing would barely ſupport the Dublin 
trials. He then requeſted that they might get liberty to ſolicit 
individually, and after a long altercation it was reſolved that my 
might be admitted individually, but not to be conſidered as an 
oficial buſineſs of the county of Down. ee SOBTOIANG 7 29 


4 
. 


14th Jan. held at Mc. Call's, Armagh, twelve members preſent; 
the following counties were repreſented— Tyrone, Armagh, An. 
trim, Down, Donegal. Firſt buſineſs done reſpected the lottery. 
One member had ſold 19 tickets for which he paid; another had 
fold 42; Armagh Delegates had not ſold any. It was found that 
a member had reported in Armagh and Monaghan that the 


proc ailing from the {cheme was to be applied 40 improper 
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uſes. It was then agreed to recommend it to the Executive to poſt. 
e the drawing another month, and each Delegate to keep what 
Tickets he had, and exert themſelves to ſell as many as poſſible till 
that time. The number of the military in the different quarters 
in the province could not properly be aſcertained from their unuſual 
movements. The Delegates ordered to try it again. The reporter 
ſaid there had been a meeting of the National Committee, and it 
was found. notwithſtanding all the depredations committed by the 
military, that the upper provinces were in a tolerable ſtate of or. 
anization. He ſaid that one of our Delegates had arrived from 
— He told the meeting that it had been an intention of 
France to invade Ireland only, and that they were to have put that 
into execution in this month, but that the Directory had come to 
a ſecond reſolution that they would now fit out a more formidable 
expedition, and that they would invade the whole three kingdoms 
at ance; therefore from the magnitude of ſuch a great buſineſs 
we need not expect them as ſoon as we did. He thought they could 
not come until it would be far on in the Spring, but he recom- 
mended to the people then preſent, and he thought that it was their 
duty to recommend it to their conſtituents to be cautious and ſteady, 
ſtill keeping up their organization, for the Directory had aſſured our 
Delegates in the moſt poſitive terms that they never would deſert us. 
He ſaid we had now eleven Delegates between Hamburgh and Paris, 
| Next provincial meeting to be held at Mc.Clean's, Shane's 
© "Caſtle, on the 1ſt February. „„ 


. County Meeting. 1 3 

18th Jan.—At M. Montgomery's, Ballynahinch, ten members 
were preſent. [their names / Reports the ſame as the Provincial. 
Adjourned to the 4th Feb. alſo the committee for collecting money 
is to adjourn from Ballynahinch to Saintſield the ſame day. 

| | Provincial Meeting. 

Feb. rſt—Shane's-caſtle—Mc. Clean's, nine members preſent. 

{their names.] The perſon who reported did not arrive from Dublin 


until three o'clock, and the ticket money was collected before he 


came. He dwelt a long time upon the ſucceſs we had obtained over 
III cn the late trials in Dublin.— He then ſaid he would, 

y Heaven's, ſpeak his mind openly, for he was not afraid, as our 
delivery was now certain. He ſaid the national committee had met 
in Dublin that week, and that the upper provinces were all REP 


act in a moment; two regiments in one province had offered to 
deliver it; he ſaid we had three Delegates arrived from France, and 
that the French were going on with the expedition, and that it 
was in a greater ſtate of forwardneſs than was expected; but what 
was more flattering three Delegates had been ſent from the United 
Britons to our National Committee; and that from this very mo- 
ment we were to conſider England, Scotland and Ireland all as one 
people, acting for one common cauſe; there were legiſlators now 

choſen from the three Kingdoms to act as an Executive for the whole; 
he then produced an addreſs which the Delegates of Britain brought 
with them to our National Committee, and that was the reaſon he 
ſaid which made him fo violent, as he was certain we could now 
obtain Liberty although the French never ſhould come here; he told 


the Delegates to cauſe the men to hold themſelves in readineſs as 
the hour of action could not be far diſtant ; and he deſired them to 
collect the names of all our enemies and their places of reſidence. 


He further ſaid, that our higher (Ex.) Committee had power to 
grant paſſports to any perfon of confidence ta go to France, and 
that lands could be bought there now at a very low rate, 5 

Some particulars which occurred at this meeting, given, in on 


memory. | 


[That the county Antrim meeting was very reſpectable, being 


compoſed of better ſort of men, ſeemingly of ſubſtance, education 


and manners of gentlemen ; a member in private converſation, told 


that he thought the French expedition would Be ready in about fix 
weeks; told alfo that the reverend prieſt Quigley now returned to 
Belfaſt, and formerly of the county of Louth, from which he had 


fled fome time ago, was one of the Delegates lately returned from 


France, and that he and the Reverend Arthur M*Mahon of Holly- 


wood, who fled from thence on the general apprehenſion in the 


county of Down laſt ſummer, were the principal perſons who 


opened the communication with the United Britons, 1 22 
The drawing of the lottery is poſtponed till after next Provincial 


Meeting by reaſon of the tickets not being ſold, but that then at 
any rate the drawing thall take place, and the tickets on hand will 


be taken at all chances by the Executive Committee of Ulſter, 


who are the whole and ſole conductors and contrivers of the 


ſcheme. The perſons formerly in cuſtody in the artillery, barracks, . 


and apprehended laſt ſummer, will not go to any of the public 


2 meetings 


c ; ” 


meetings from fear, but are very anxious to get the reports and 


No military returns could be made at the Provincial Meeting, 


OwWiug to the general movements of the troops, but the Members 
#je inſtructed to make diligent enquiry, and to try to get them.] 


Hired Britons, to the United Iriſhmen, 
Fertow-Mex, „ 
Anxious to diſſipate thoſe prejudices, which a miſtaken and in- 


tereſted policy has artfully diffuſed, to prevent an uUn1oN of ſenti. 
ment and mutuality of opinion from being held by the people of 


"England and Ireland ; we in the name of the former, (with whoſe 


ſentiments we are acquainted, and whoſe confidence we poſſeſs) 


declare that we will by every poſſible means promote the EMaAx. 
CATI or BOTH COUNTRIES. To forward this great obje& we 
offer you our confidence, and in return demand yours. 


Though labouring under the yoke of the ſame oppreſſors, the 


Siſter Countries have been differently treated, Ireland has always 


deen the object of direct and open violence, England of fraud; 
Ireland has been robbed, England has been cheated. One uniform 
| wary DIVISION, has been carried on in both. Sacrificed as Ire- 

nd has been to the ambition of England, the idea of her being 


treated as a REE Country was too groſs to be obtruded upon the 


meaneſt underſtanding ; but England, whoſe avarice was flattered 


by the deſpicable lure of excluſive trade, greedily ſwallowed the 


* 


land 
ee between Mig and Tory in England (whoſe political ones 


bait, She was taught to believe that Riches flowed upon her, 
while Poverty was ſecretly inſinuating itſelf into her very vitals. 


1 


Amigſt mock contentipns for LIRER TV and real ones for plun- 


der, She _— imagined herfelf TREE, and was thereby induced to 


pay the intereſt of a Debt, of greater amount than the value of the 
whole Landed property of the Country, without reflecting that 
Bankruptcy however late muſt be the conſequence of an over: 
ſtretched credit.—THAT BANKRUPTCY HAS ARRIVED. — _ 
he Religions diffentions between Catholic and Prote/tant in Ire. 
(whoſe opinions admit of a real diſtinction) and the patty 


admit 
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admit of none) were aſſiduoufly fomented; the Poople were di- 
vided about the ſhadow till they loſt the ſubſftance. The plan of _ 
oppreſſion” was ſyſtematically directed throughout both countries to 
the ſame object, though in apparent oppoſition. In Ireland Re- 
venue was only raiſed to be laviſhed in unmerited penſions, with- 
out the inſult of pretended National advantage; in England the 
veil of fraud was neceſſary to cheat the people of large fums under 
the plauſible pretext of public neceſſity. The undiſguiſed oppreſ- 
ſions of Ireland, by rendering ſubſiſtence precariops to the Poor, 
have made her a conſtant hot bed for the ſatellites of Tyranny ; bur 
in England occaſional crops could only be raiſed when the flame of 
war unuſually forced the ſoil. This marked diſtinction in the 
treatment of the Countries, has produced as marked a difference 
in the characters of the two Nations; Ireland has acquired that of 
manly openneſs, England that of mean diſguiſe.  _ | 
England though abuſed with forms has never been without fin- 
gere friends to ſubſtantial LIBER TV. Among them a number of 
dark and deſigning characters have always intruded; and their 
conduct has furniſhed ſuch a tiſſue of apoſtacy, that general apathy 
had nearly ſucceeded genera] diftruſt, e 
Various political Societies have been inſtituted for the purpoſe of 
Rerorm, but of theſe, few could boaſt purity of Principles, or inte- 
grity of Leaders. Formerly, Richmond headed the votaries of Uni- 
verſal Suffrage, Fox thaſe of Repreſentation by Houſeholders, and 
Pitt thoſe who wiſhed to disfranchife the Corrupt Boroughs, to 
throw their proportion of Repreſentation into the Counties; but 
theſe have vaniſhed. The Society of the FRIENDS of THEPEOPLE, 
and that for ConsTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, have diſcontinued 
their exertions. The LoN DON CoR RESPONDING, and other So- 
cieties in UN1oN with it, have ariſen upon their ruins, and as univer- 
fal good is their baſis, we doubt not, but, ſupported by Numbers 
and Principles, they will not be wanting in the hour of danger. 
The IxIsRH, always an heroic People, had, during the American 
War, become an armed Nation. They took up Arms for Defence, 
and undertock the cauſe of Rezorm for Security. ENS An, 
Wkewiſe, engaged in the cauſe of RRroxu, but hes efforts were 
weak, as ſhe had not endured ſufficient to oonvince her af the ne- 
cellity of vwion. The efforts of a number of eminent Pefſons in 
both Countries in the cauſe of Fx EEDO, were inſullicient;'becauſe 
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Prejudice yet prevailed, and Men were not awakened to their juſt 
Rights and true Intereſts. : © _ 5 
he Apoſtacy of ſeveral Leaders in the Public cauſe, added tg 
the famous Coalition, ſmothered for a long time, the flame of L.. 
BERTY ; 'till the FRN RevoLuTion again fanned its dying em. 
bers into a glow, which, we hope and truſt, will never be extin. 
guiſhed. . | 


The conduct of the two Countries, on this important event, dy. 


played a ſtriking contraſt. IRLAND, who by her arms, had extorted 
from the Engliſh Government ſome fragments of her Rights, ſeemed 
ready in the ſame manner to demand the reit. ENGLAND, alſo, 
formed Societies, whoſe object was EMANCIPATION, but who hoped 
| 4 might be obtained by Rea/on; Alas! they over-rated its 
force. . 185 2”, . : 
The diſarming Bills in IRELAND, the Treaſon and Sedition Bills 
in ENGLAND, and their conſequences in both Countries, need 
hardly be mentioned. On the people they have brought Chains, on 
the Government irreconcileable Hatred. One good effect has, 
however, reſulted from mutual Sufferings, and mutual Commile. 


ration; the prejudice of Nations is done away, and the Enclis 


burn with deſire, to hail the IrisH, as Free-men, and as Brethren, 
Our numbers are immenſe, our influence ſtill more conſiderable, 
and our ſentiments accord with yours, We are unthinned by the 
Tyranny of the Law or of the ſword; *tis true, we have had our 
Fears and our Jealouſies, Spies and Informers have been introduced 
amongſt us, but all theſe have ſerved only to point out more clearly 
the Men who are worthy of truſt, and in theſe, whether Rich or 
Poor, we have the higheſt confidence. TT 
Our DELEOATE is entruſted to lay before you our whole pro- 
ceedings ; we, therefore, decline entering into particulars in the 
preſent Addreſs. We have repoſed confidence in you, and {hall 
expect ſuch a return as you may think our Integrity and Talents 
deſerve. We doubt not but you will, with us, ſee the propriety 
of eſtabliſhing unlimited confidence, or declining aur interference 
as fruitleſs. Should you think our ſituation, our influence, and 
our opportunities calculated to ſerve the Common Cauſe, rely upon 
our Diligence, our Zeal, and our Fidelity. „ 
With beſt wiſhes, for the amelioration of the condition of Man, 
and hopes that your Exertions and Virtues, aided by an oy 
| | 5 a 


Pl 


rel 


< 
( 
| 
] 
| 
4 


PEOPLE, WILL SPEEDILY EMANCIPATE YOUR COUNTRY, We 


Mi remain in the bonds of BROTHERHOOD and UNIoN, 
* 1 1 | Your's Fraternally! 3 
. Friday, January 5th, 1798. „ 

m. 9 ZN aut aa, 

| County Meeting, . 


| February 4th—Saintfield. 


Seventeen members preſent. | their names] Reports the ſame 
as the Provincial. A treaſurer was appointed for the money com- 
mittee, who received from the members preſent eighteen guineas. 
The money committee is to meet at Ballynahinch the 12th inſt. 
Principal members not being preſent at this meeting, nothing par- 
ticular was done, except that Earl Moira's character was diſcuſſed 
at full length, to know whether he was a man that could be depend- 
ed upon or not by the people—lt was agreed that he was as great 
a tyrant as the Lord Lieutenant, and a. deeper deſigning one. A 
perſon who had fled from the country wrote to the Committee for 
their advice whether he ſhould come home again. It was directed 
that the opinion of counſel ſhould be taken upon his caſe. _ 
County Committee to he held again in Ballynahinch on Thurf. 
day the iſt March next. 1 


Provincial Meeting. 
February 27th. Armagh. 
Thirteen members preſent. {their names.] 


The Reporter ſaid we had a Delegate arrived from France, 
and that the French were uſing every endeavour to have the 
expedition for this country completed, and that our Delegate came 
home to cauſe us to put ourſelves into a ſtate of organization to 
join them, as the Directory poſitively aſſured our Delegates that 
the expedition would ſet out for this country in the latter end of 
April or beginning of May; he ſaid that the Executive of this 
kingdom had anſwered a draft of five hundred pounds for our 
UN] | f 8 5 Delegates, 


” 
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dete; ates, which they meant to raiſe off the four provinces equally 


and he wanted fo know the beſt method of raiſing our quota, 
It was agreed that it ſhould be raiſed in this province by volun. 

loans—he ſaid we had now fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there had been held in London a meeting of all the 
Delegates of England and Scotland, but that we could not get 
their reſolutions until our next provincial, which is to be held in the 
Moy in Sam. Greaves's the 25th of March. He ſaid the lottery 


could not be drawn till after our next meeting, as there were fix. 


hundred of the tickets unfold, and the Ulſter Delegates had 
taken them to Dublin to ſell them there. The National Execu- 
tive was at this very time fitting in Dublin. He then preſented 
the following directions, of which he cauſed every member to take 


a copy; they were inſtructions how the different counties were 


ta aft ; 
EIB Inſtructions. | PT: 
The colonels in each county are to make out a liſt of the names 


ol perſons to act as Adjutant Generals, to be ſealed up and re. 


turned through the medium of the Provincial, or any other au- 
thentic channel. SS dE ar ation ind oa 


The Duty of Adjutant General. 1 8 


They will make at leaſt monthly returns to the Executive 
through the medium of the perſon named to them for that pur- 
poſe on the following ſubje&s, and uſe every diligence to diſcover 
ny thing within their county. 

iſt. The number, ſtrength and arms of their regiments, and 
the qualifications of their officers ; who of them have been in the 
army and have ſeen actual ſervice. | 

2d. What number of mills in their counties, and what ave - 
rage quantity of flour, corn, &c. they contain, ſummer and winter. 

zd. The breadth and condition of the roads, depth of the 
rivers, height of their banks, where they have bridges -or fords, 
_ Impaſſable marſhes in ſummer and winter, and roads run through 


4th. Beſt poſition to interrupt convoys going from the capital 


to the enemy s camps or depots, or from one town to n 
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lo the fitteſt place for the patriots to aſſemble or rally; with a 
ly, reaſoned detail of the advantages or diſadvantages. SIT 
ta. th. What number of towns and villages; in how many 
n. Wwhere horſe and foot can be quartered in them; whether the 
e, Neountry has plantations to ſhelter the troops without tents, and 
he {Where they can find ſtraw and forage. | 3 
et © 6th. Who the beſt patriots are, and beſt fitted by intelligence - 
le Wand honeſty to be employed as commiſfaries. e 
fy th. To communicate to the Executive every change of quar- 


x ers, numbers of horſe and foot, ſpecifying whether natives or 


d breigners, ſituation, nature of depots with regard to ſubſiſtence, 
. MWanmunition, arms and money, and their nature and ſtrength. 
d sth. Thoſe in the maritime counties are charged on the firſt 
e Wappearance of a friendly force upon the coaſt, but eſpecially on 
e the moff certain information being had of the debarkation of our 


allies, to communicate the ſame in the moſt ſpeedy manner to 
the Executive. They muſt then collect their force and march 
forward with as many of the yeomanry and militia as poſſible z 
each man to be provided with at leaſt three days ſubſiſtence, and 
to bring along all they can of cars, draft horſes, harneſs and 
horſes to mount cavalry, with three days forage ; taking care to 
ſeize no where the property of a patriot, where an enemy can 
be found to raiſe contributions of. = fe 


County Meeting. 


March rſt.—Saintfield. 


Sixteen perſons preſent. (their names) Reports the ſame as 
at the Provincial. A conference was held on the beſt method of 
collecting Colonels, and it way agreed to ſummon ſuch as are in 
the country to meet in Belfaſt on Sunday the 1 Ith : It was alſo 
ordered and reported to thoſe quarters where the Colonels had 
emigrated to chooſe new ones, and to call at (named) before the 
time of meeting, and he would tell them where. it was, The 
county in general appears to be much elevated at the preſent | 
reports, and very ambitious for officers. ; 


s 2 id 7 i Fr | 4 
Subſcriptions paid in U Et Proceedings 
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Proceedings of ſeveral private meetings. 

Money Committee met at Belfaſt 16th February. March gi 
the County Committee was adjourned from Ballynahinch ty 
Saintfield. as the fair being held in the latter place it was thought 
leſs dingerous. It is to meet again in Comber on the 5th of 
April. There was a hard conteſt for the election of Provincial 
Delegate between four perſons; after three ballots two were 

— Hs 5 


1 2 Meeting of Colonels. i 

un bite County of Down. = 1 
March oth in the houſe of R. Kean, Belfaſt, eight Colonel 
preſent. (their names.) They agreed to appoint three perſons 
to be Adjutant Generals (their names) and that an application 
ſhould be made to them accordingly to meet at Saintfield on the 
23d inſtant. 


* 4 


1 


Seven perſons accordingly met repreſenting ſo many regi. 
ments; others were admitted, as it is termed, to the honouts of 
the fitting ; ſome alarm was felt by ſome of the members, and an 
Adjutant General was rejected; a deputation was ſent to invite 
another to ſucceed him, but this propoſal was not directly ac. 
cepted of, this perſon had been bailed in the ſum of ſix hundred 
ounds he heſitated therefore leſt this ſhould be forfeited—ſaid 
e would-conſult his bail's-man, but at all events defired them 


to return his name. The Colonels agreed that they ſhould divide! 


into two meetings as it would be leſs ſuſpicious; accordingly the 
Colonels of one diviſion are to meet in Rathfry land on the 28th, 
and thoſe of the other in Newtown Ards on the 3 iſt inſtant. 
Provincial Chumitece. ; 
x 3 1 25th March. Moy. | _ 
Eight perſons preſent. (their names.) A Quaker, once a pris 
ſoner in Charlemont, introduced a delegate from the Leinſter 
Executive, who paſſed under a feigned name. From ſome alarm 
the meeting adjourned to Blackwater-town, there they were diſ- 
turbed by the appearance of a party of light horſe, and adjourned 
to Me. Call's in Armagh, where they did the buſineſs of the day. 
. | Some 


- 8 . Bee - 

Some matters concerning the lottery were diſpoſed of, and it was 
ſaid that the drawing would take place the firſt week in April. 
It was then referred to the Leinſter Delegase to give the reports, 
he accordingly ſaid he was happy to tell them the Leinſter pro- 
vincial Committee was perfectly recovered from the ſhock; they 
were only four days from the time they were taken till they had 
the whole province in a complete ſtate of organization; the 
Government had alſo taken three of the Executive, but there. 
were three appointed in their place that very evening after they 
were taken. He ſaid: the Leinſter Executive had delegated him 
to wait on us to anſwer ſome queſtions which he read from a pa- 
rer—they were to the following effect: the number of the United 
Iiſhmen who would act if called upon: the number of arms; 
the number of military and militia, and how many good and. 
bad, with a recommendation for the people to put themſelves im- 
mediately into as good ſtate of organization as , poſſible, for 
that they had a delegate arrived with poſitive aſſurance that the 
French would commence: embarkation on the 1ſt of April, and 
that they would be all on board by the middle of the month, and 
ready to ſail the. firſt. opportunity after. The paper alſo con» 
tained the ſtrength of United Iriſhmen in Leinſter, - both civil and 
military; it ſeemed to be exaggerated, but as it was not al- 
lowed to take a copy it cannot be accurately ſet forth: every re- 
giment of military and militia was numbered, how many good 
and how many bad; the groſs number in Dublin amounted to 
about eight thouſand, three- thouſand eight hundred of which it 
le N was ſtated would act againſt Government; ſome return was made 
ie Wl of the numbers ſuppoſed to be diſaffected in ſome of the regiments 
0, of militia, The anſwers to his queſtions were but weakly ans 

ſwered ; he ſaid that the National Committee was to be held in 

Dublin on Tueſday, and it was the intention of the Executive 

that it ſhould be compoſed. of one man from each Executive, 

and one man from each Province ; their Executive was to meet 

the ſame evening, and he propoſed to introduce whoever went, 
i: MW from hence to them. The meeting then proceeded to elect a 
Delegate; the firſt choſen was a Colonel, but he excuſed himſelf 
uon account of his other duties; the perſon appointed ſet out that 
. W night or the next morning for Dublin along with the Leinſter 
d Delegate, and was told who the Delegate was that ſhould meet 


„ him in Dublin from the Ulſter Executive. 
e Provincial Committee is to meet in Belfaſt, Sunday the 1ſt, 
185 UI Meeting 
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Meeting of Colonels. > 
March 28th. Rathſryland. | 


Six Colonels attended. (their names.) 


o 


Reports were given. The Colonels were aſked individual 


whether they were able to diſarm the military within the boung 
of their own regiments; they all agreed that they were. They 


were alſo aſked the number of arms; they do not appear to be 


conſderable, _ 
Civil Committee. 
29th March. Ballynahinch. | 


Eleven Members preſent. (their names.) 


It was reſolved that the ſame committee who acted in defence 
of the priſoners laſt aſſizes ſhould again be requeſted to act in the 
fame capacity the enſuing aſſizes, and that every exertion ſhould 
be made to ſupply them with money, and that they are to meet 


in Downpatrick on Thurſday the 5th pf April. Civil Commit-; 


tee to meet on Friday the sth. 
| 5 Meeting of Colonels. 
March 3iſt. Newtownards. 


It was reſolved not to tranſact any buſineſs in this place; a 
magiſtrate remarkable ſor his Wera refided there, and it va 
not thought ſafe to hold meetings in his neighbourhood. They 
adjourned to Grey-abbey, and a perſpn remained behind to ſend 
on there ſuch perſons as ſhould come to the meeting. 


Provineial Committee. 
ſt April. Belfaſt, 


Fight members preſent. (their names.) The following coun- 
ties were repreſented—Derry, Antrim, Tyrone, Armagh, Down. 
Reported the names of the perſons whom the Executive has 
_ choſen from the names tent to them to act as Adjutant General: 

| ” i. in 


S — 


"a: m 8 
"4 Chief, They were appointed for Antrim, Down, Armagh and 
iſt for Derry a member. promiſed ſhould be returned the next 
Cavan and Fermanagh, and to put them into a ſtate of organiza - 


tion another member was ordered on the ſame duty in Mo- 


ally Wraghan. About two o'clock the Delegate who had been ſent to 


ind WDublin arrived in Belfaſt; he informed the meeting that he had 


hey deen very kindly received by the Leinſter Committee—that the 
be ¶Leinſter Executive had received a letter from Bartholomew Teel- 
Ming, who 1s one of our Delegates in France, ſtating that the 


French troops would moſt certainly be on board by the middle 


of this month. He ſaid the troops from Breſt and that neigh- 
bourhood were determined to try to evade the Britiſh fleet, and 


to land in Ireland. Of eourſe the Britiſh fleet would follow them 


round, and while thus drawn off, all the other troops embarked 


at other ports would make a deſcent on England. Whatever 


nee WW might reſult from this attempt, it was the fixed determination of 
the W the National Committee, in caſe the French ſhould be fruſtra- 


uld ed, that we ſhould of ourſelves make a rifing. He ſaid that the 
et Wl citizens of Dublin, with the aſſiſtance of the army, could ſeize 


ut. ¶ che capital at any moment, 

larly active in organizing the Military Committees, as were alſo 
ſome of our Ulſter friends who are at preſent there. He alſo 
named Mr. Samuel Neilſon in particular; he ſaid he was riding 
almoſt day and night organizing the people, and no perſon al- 


1 WF moſt knew where he dined or where he flept; he named alſo 
4 5 of Belfaſt as being very active on the 
e whole he ſaid there were fourteen Northerns now in Dublin, he 
nd ſuppoſed the moſt active men in the kingdom, acting for us; 


he ſaid we might expect one of the Leinſter Delegates at our next 


Dublin to cauſe a meeting to be held in leſs than twenty days.—. 
Je W communication at the National Committee from the United 
n, ritons, „ | | 5 „ 

To meet at Campbell's, Armagh, Tueſday the 19th inſt. 
4 % oo Ro Ty County 


Tyrone. The other counties had not yet ſent in their liſts. The 


week ; the ſame member was appointed to go through Donegal, 


He informed them that the leaders in Leinſter were particy- ; 


meeting, which muſt be very ſoon, as he was ordered on leaving 
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County Meetings. 

April 6th: -Downpatrick. _ 4856 
| Twelve Members preſent, | (their names.) | Reports the 0 
as at the Provincial; no material buſineſs tranſacted. 
Another County Meeting A pril the . 20th, at Belfaſt, ſixteen} 
members preſent. Three men were appointed to meet the up- 


per half of the county, to chuſe a man to legiſlate for the count) 
Great reflections thrown out againſt the Moncy Committee fo 


ſome of them not attending to give an account of the buſineſ o ! 
the laſt aſſizes. J K 
County to meet on the 14th May, at N. T. Ards. arr 
Provincial Meetings. | 1 
17th April. Armagh. 5 of 
"Adjourned, as a Delegate expected from Dublin had not ar: vi 
rived ; met at Belfaſt 19th April. 5 * e 8 
A full meeting at Armagh—repreſented Monaghan, Armagh MW. 
Louth, Donegal, Derry, Tyrone, Down, none from Antrim. At 3 
the meeting at Belfaſt a letter was read by the Reporter, written 7 
by the Delegate in Dublin, which mentioned that a letter had 10 
been received from one of the Delegates at Paris, dated the 24th ; 
March laſt, ſtating that there was an embargo on all the French 4 
ports, and that the expedition would be veiy ſoon ready, and 10 
that a meſſenger would be ſent to Ireland at leaſt eight days be- P 
fore it ſailed.- That the Delegate in Dublin had waited three D 
days longer expecting his arrival. In caſe of the arrival of this n 
meſſenger an extra meeting is to be called. | K 
The Reporter mentioned a letter having been received froma f 
perſon in Liverpool who is a Delegate there, ſtating that the 
French would not land for two months. It was aſſerted that this L 


could not be true. The Executive Committee of Leinſter, he told 
them, had all been taken up or baniſhed except three, and theſe 
three refuſed to act: In conſequence, he ſaid, twelve new ones, 

he believed, were choſen by this time. 
. He ſaid in honour to the province of Ulſter, they were the 
only men who dared to act in the worſt of times. Had it not 
h | been 


Na 439 


been for three perſons from Ulſter (named) the people in Leinſter 
had been completely diſorganized; therefore now in his opinion, 
we could never act without the aſſiſtance: of the French. It was 
W-folved that one man from each county ſhould. be elected andadd- 
d to the Executive, and their names returned at next morning. 

The lottery is not,yet drawn, owing to two hundred tickets 
being lodged in Oliver Bond's hands at the time he was made 
priſoner, and two hundred of them ſent to London, of which 


en Mihere is yet no return of money or tickets. TY 
10 | Provincial Meeting. | 


May r1oth ———Armagh. | 

Eleven members preſent. (their names.) Reports given, that 
the meſſenger mentioned in the laſt reports was expected to have 
arrived before now, but is hourly expected; in conſequence of 
bis not having come, the reporter had no information from 
France to give at this meeting; he ſaid the Executive Committee 
of Dublin was changed three times in ten days, in order to get 
warm patriots and men of abilities who would lay a plan for the 
the people to act upon They had now laid a plan to take 
Dublin, Chapelizod, and the Camp, and to ſeize on the Execu- 


10 tive Government : he would not however ſay that it would be 
put into execution, but he was ſure that nothing but the cowar- 
dice of the people would ſtop it at the moment of action, which 
be doubted would be the caſe. The Executive requeſt that the 
+ WW '*pective county members would make a return of the military, 
u diſtinguiſhing the number of friends and of enemies in the re- 
6 ſpective counties. He was defired to take the names and direc- 
tions of the ſeveral members, in order to be able to call an extra 
; WF meeting as ſoon as the meſſenger arrived from France, or in caſe 
the ſaid plan ſhould be put into execution; it was the wiſhof the 
a Executive that the members ſhould not abſent themſelves from 
e cheir places of abode, but be in the way to receive a ſummons of 
an extra meeting; he ſaid that the Executive requeſted that the 
names thould be returned of the men choſen out of the reſpective 
„counties that ſhould be added to the Executive to compoſe the 


National Aſſembly or Parliament. There were ſeven choſen, 
their names] to wit: a filverſmith for Armagh, a preſbyterian 
clergyman for Tyrone, a probationer preſbyterian clergyman for 
Donegal, a farmer for Louth, an adjutant general for Derry, a 
cloth merchant for Antrim, and a farmer for Monaghan; to 
meet the 29th May inſtant at Armagh. Meeting 
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: Meeting of Colonels. „% T0 Iva 
Upper half of the county of Down, help in Harriſon's of Dr, 
more May 12th ; thirteen colonels preſent. No particular hy. 
ſineſs tranſacted. LE. 7 


Provincial Meeting. 
May 29th Armagh. 3 Rl, 

Nine members preſent. (their names) heard from the laſt pro 
vincial reports that a plan of inſurrection was in contemplation 
by the National Executive; two members were deputed from the 
Ulſter Executive to form ſaid plan, in conjunction with certain 
deputies from the other Provincial Executive; the plan was for 
Dublin to riſe and to ſeize on the Government, and mail-coache 
were to be burned for a ſignal for the whole kingdom to act. Theſe 


_- Delegates returned and reported the ſame to the Uliter Executive; 


the reporter complained that the Ulſter Executive had taken ng 
meaſures to put the people in readineſs to act; every application 
had been made to the Executive to call the adjutant- generals to- 
gether, but without effect; they were required alſo to ſummon the 
provincial Delegates together to put the reſpective counties ina 
Kate ready to act, and that they did not obey ; he thought they 
completely betrayed the people both of Leinſter and Uliter, and 
he thought it the duty of the preſent committee to denounce and 
vote them out of office, and to take ſome ſpeedy and vigorous 


meaſures to ſecond the efforts of the people in the upper counties; 


they were accordingly voted out of office. The reporter then took 
a liſt ofall the military throught the province, and their places of 
quarters as nearly as he could aſcertain; he then aſked the different 


_ Delegates if they thought they could diſarm the military in their 


reſpective counties; Derry, Donegal and Louth ſaid they could; 
Down, Antrim, Armagh, and the upper half of the county Tyrone 
thought they could not; he then aſked them individually if they 
thought the people they repreſented would act, and they all ſaid 
they. would, except Down. Its Delegates obſerved that he could not 
exactly anſwer whether it would or not, but he would try and aſcer- 
tain it by taking the ſenſe of the adjutant-generals and colonel:; it 
was then reſolved that the adjutant-generals of Down and Antrim 
ſhould meet next day, and in cafe that the two counties would act, 


.that they ſhould form a general plan of inſurrection, and that they 


ſhould. ſend the ſaid plan by expreſs to the different adjutant 


| 3 throughout the province, that they ſhould all act at the 
1ame moment; in caſe the inſurrection was not agreed upon 


they were to meet at Belfaſt on the 24th June, but it was nene 
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the opinion that they were all to return to their reſpeftive oc- 
cupations and induſtry, and not meet again and deceive the people 
any longer. The new addition of one member from each county to 
the Executive are to meet in Banbridge on Monday the. 4th June, 
and a printer in Belfaſt was to furniſh them with a printing preſs 


— 


* 


ſhould take the field. 15 | 
Meeting of Colonels ——May g1ſt——Saintfield. _ 
Perſons afſembled ; [their names] repreſented ten regi- 
ments; they received the provincial reports, and generally 
determined to act; ſeveral meſſages paſſed betiveen the dif- 
ferent colonels as to this reſolution; a few days after this 
an adjutant-general reſigned, and at a meeting where 23 co- 


lonels were aſſembled, only two reſolved for action, and the 


other 21 declared they would not act on any plan but on 
the invaſion of the French or ſucceſs: to the efforts of the 
inſurgents about Dublin. They are to meet again on Tueſday: 
next to elect a new adjutant-general, and 10 hear the ſituation 
of the other provinces. The adjutant-general for the county 


of Down propoſed to take up his head-quarters at Ballyna-' 


hinch, and to remain there and to make it the place of rendez-' 4 
yous for the forces of the county of Down. n = 
On the 5th June meſſages paſt between the adjutant- general 


of Down and the colonels; they urged the adjutant-general” i 


to put the county of Down in motion, or that if he decitned/ 
it they would find a man who could do ſo. A meſſage Was 
received and delivered upon oath that the county of Antrim 
intended ſeizing on the magiſtrates aſſembled in Antrim at the 


ſeſſions as hoſtages, at the beginning of their riſing. It was 


ordered that an expreſs ſhould be ſent to all the colonels of 
the county of Down, commanding them to collect their regi - 
ments as nearly as poſſible at the ſame time; at this time an 


account was brought that Doctor Dickſon was made a priſoner 


in Ballynahinch about nine o'clock yeſterday evening by 


Lord Anneſley's yeomen. At firſt it was reſolved to wait the 


reſult of the meeting of the new Executive at Ballymena 

on the 8th June; they diſperſed for the preſent, and concealed 

themſelves; afterward attempts were made to prevail on per- 

ſons to take the chief command. The people of Ballynahinch 

were of opinion they could reſcue Dickſon the moment the 

county meant to act, and it was their intention ſo to do, | 
| 1 


= 


Durach from the 1 of Jon Hughes of Belfaſt, Bookſeller, | given 
upon Oath before General Lucius Barber, and ſince confirmed on Oath 
before the Committee of the Loras, and on his Examination before the 


Committee of the Commons. | „ 


4 4 
* 
, 


SAYS, that in the year 179 3 he was admitted a member of the 
uſt Society of United Iriſhmen in Belfaſt—-that about July 1796 he 
became a member of a Society (which regenerated under the preſent 
ſyſtem) in Belfaſt—Robert Orr then a Chandler in Belfaſt adminiſ- 


ſame as that ſet out in the printed Conſtitutions—ioon after he 
formed a Society of United Iriſhmen himſelf at Belfaſt.—In the 
month of November 1796, Bar. Teeling, then of Dundalk, Linen. 
Merchant, met him in Belfaſt, and aſked him if he could ſpare a 
fortaight or three weeks to go to Dublin for the purpoſe of ex- 


3 i _ tending the Societies there he conlented—he did not receive any 


letters of introduction, but Teeling directed him verbally to call 
upon Edward John Lewins of Beresford-ſtreet, and to communicate 


. : 


With hun—It was part of the ſyſtem to avoid writing as much as 
poſſible, and no perſon was employed in the confidential buſineſs or 
miſſions whoſe character was not a ſufficient voucher for him. He 


— 


— 
* * * 


— > 1 
8 
* 


Vent to Dublin and called upon Lewins, who upon conſiderat ion was 
of opinion that he could not be uleful in Dublin as his acquaintance 
2 was very limited there—Whilſt he remained in Dublin he -dined 
7, frequently with Lewins— the Company at his table were generally 
*, Glergym: n and ſome of, them foreigners—he thinks it likely they 


— 
2 


-, were Prieſts. He returned to Beltaſt in December 1796—he did 


— ly... 


nc attend the Societies from motives of caution, but ſpoke to the 
Wan men who were concerned in the day time, in the ſtreet, or 
when they called at his houle to aſk his opinion He continued ſuch 


” _ on 


M*Guchin, the Attorney, requeſted; him to go to Dublin in 
order to get a licenſe tor Counſellor Curran to be concerned for the 
Priſoners then in the ſeveral Gaols on the North Eaſt Circuit charged 
as. United Iriſhmen—His directions from, M*Guchin were to get 


_ 
* 


Curran 


tered the oath on his admiſſion the oath he took is exactly the 


"cautions till ſhortly before the Lent Aſſizes 1797, when Mr. James | 
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Teeling ſhewed him at his ( Ueeling's) lodgings in Aungier-ſtreet, a 


regiments forward=-The other counties in Ulſter were difinclined, 
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Curran down on as cheap terms as poſſible, but to get him down at 
all events. Believes the ſubſcriptions for County Antrim amounteds 
tof7c0 and upwards, and the ſubſcriptions for County Down to | 
{409 and upwards—The treaſurer for the County Down, Alexander 
Lowry, repaid him the money he had advanced 5 which he had 
aid to Mr. Curran as a retaining fee, and about £209 that he had 
paid for licenſes for Mr. Curran—He underſtood then in every con- 
verlation that Down and Antrim were prepared to riſe and prevent 
any capital conviction being executed. At the Lent Aſſizes of 
Antrim or Down, Lowry and Tecling requeſted him to meet them 
in Dublin early in June following—-he was not then informed of 
the Buſineſs a few days after he received a note urging: the neceſſity 
of his going—the next day he went to Balealy, where the writer % 
the note intormed him that he muſt go to Dublin for the purpoſe of 
meeting Lowry, Tecling and other friends, but that he muſt firſt take 
an oath not to mention the names of any of the perſons with whom 


he ſhould communicate in Dublin—He took the oath, ſet out for Dub- 


lin the ſame day, and arrived there ſoine days before the 5th of June 

1797 He met Lowry and Teeliag, who then informed him that 
there was to be a national meeting in Dublin at that time of Dele- 

gates from the different provinces, in order to receive a return of 
the ſtrength of the United Iriſhmen, and to determine whether an 
inſurrection would then be practicable, and Lowry and Teeling told 
him the reaſon they defired him to meets them was to give his opi- 


nion of the ſtength and readineſs of Down and Antrim ke aid | 
lis opinion was that as the People were in a great meaſure difarmed; 


the majority of them would not riſe—Teeley ſaid his opinion Wag, 
otherwiſe, and that Louth was anxious to riſe—L.owry ſaid Down was 
alſo anxious to riſe—Lowry and Peeling afterwards told him that 


the national meeting had taken place at John Jackfon's in Church- 


ſtreet, and that the Delegates had agreed to proceed to action 


map of Ireland, on which the plan of the inſurrection was deſcribed, 
and the points marked to which certain numbers of men were to be 
brought — The Delegates left Dublin in order to raiſe their reſpective | 
counties and to take the field. They collected the Colonels in each 
County in order to give them directions for bringing out their regi- 
ments— {he Colonels of the County Antrim refuſed to come for- 
ward—The Colonels of the County Down agreed to bring their 
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and therefore the intended inſurrection did not take place — Low 
told him what had paſſed at the meeting of the Down Colonels, and 
he underſtood the reſult of the applications to the Colonels of the 
other Counties, from converſations with many people in Belfaſt at 
that time. While he was in Dublin in June 1797, Teeling invited 


him to breakfaſt one morning at his lodging in Aungier-ſtreet, where 


he told him he ſhould ſee more friends—He went there accordingly, 


and at breakfaſt there, and after breakfaſt on ſame day in other lodg- 


ings which Teeling had in the Munſter Hotel in Capel-ftreet, the 
converſation turned upon the ſtate of the Country, and the prepara- 
tion and fitneſs at that time to begin the inſurrection. In the courſe 
of ic the opinions of thoſe preſent differed. Some of them preſſed 
for commencing the inſurrection immediately, particularly Lowry, 
Teeling and M*Can. Some of the others were of opinion that 
however Ulſter might be ready to riſe the other provinces were not 


in a ſufficient degree of forwardneſs for riſing He left Dublin and 


returned to Belfaſt on or before the 14th of June. He attended a 
meeting at Randleſtown, which was held within about four days of 
that time. The meeting conſiſted of Teeling, Lowry, Robert 
Moore of Derry, Iron- monger, (as he believes his chriſtian name 


and trade to be) and ſome other perſons—He attended ſaid meeting 


by the directions of Lowry and Teeling, to hear the report of the 
Colonels of the County Antrim—The firſt reſolution of the report 
as he beſts recollects was, that it was imprudent to act at that time 


without foreign aid, but that if the County Down would act, a part 


of the-Antrim Colonels who could bring out ꝙ or 10,000 men would 
Act with them. The meeting broke up in conſequence of the divi- 
ſion amongſt the Antrim Colonels—The Rev. Arthur M<Mahon 
told the meeting that he had been ſent by the Colonels of the County 
of Down, to ſtate to the Colonels of the County Antrim, that they 
(of Down) were willing to riſe, and that he had delivered ſuch 


meſſage accordingly—A few days after there was to have been a 


meeting of the leaders of the County of Down and Antrim at 
Ballinahinch, but they did not come, and Teeling and Lowry left 
Ballinahinch deterniined to go to France, as it would not be ſafe for 


them to remain longer in the country. Did not attend any meeting 


from June 1797, till March 1798. | | 
He has known the Kev. of for two years 
intimately He ( ) called on him on Friday the iſt of June 


at his houſe in Belfaſt, and told him that the Colonels of the are 
| - Iriſh 
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Iriſh Regiments in the County of Down, had had a meeting in 
Saintfield on the day before as had ſtared, that twenty 
three of them had agreed to fight and commence the rebellion, pro- 
vided the County of Antrim and the other counties of Ulſter, as he 
believes, would a& with them; and as he knew there was to have 
been a meeting of the Colonels of the County of Antrim. that day 
(viz. iſt June inſt.) hee ) wiſhed to know whether he 
had heard any thing from it—( ) ſaid he would go out to 
Mr. ———'$ that evening, and requeſted that intelligence ſhould 
be ſent of what was done in the Antrim meeting He added, that 
he would go from Mr. ———'s to where he was to preach 
on Sunday, from thence he would go to Ballinahinch and remain 
there 'till Wedneſday, at the ſame time he told him that he ( 

was one of the Adjutant Generals of the United Iriſhmens' forces in the 
County Down, and that he intended going to Ballinahinch as'it was 
a central place, from which he could iſſue his orders to his Officers 
He ſaid farther, that the reaſon of his ſtaying till Wedneſday was, 
that the Antrim Colonels had adjourned till the Tueſday, and thar 
he could receive their determination in Ballinahinch the day follow- 
Ing. | | . | 8 Te 3 
In February laſt when the Priſoners were trying at the commiſſion, 
Prieſt Quigley introduced him to the younger Binns from England, 
thinks his name is Benjamin —Binns told he had diſtributed moſt 
of the printed addreſſes . United Britons to the United Iriſhmen,” 
and gave him a copy of it, and directed him to print an edition of 
them—He printed a thouſand of them Mr. —— of Belfaſt, to 
| _ they were ſent when printed off, paid him three Guineas for 
The ſame Mr. of Belfaſt, told him that he ( - ) 
was appointed Treaſurer of a Lottery which was to conſiſt of 2000 
tickets at one Guinea each, the higheſt prize £300, the profits to be 
applied to the general ſyſtem of United Iriſhmen—The firſt imme- 
diate. want of money was to be made up and ſupport witneſſes on the 
trials in Dublin. | - 
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he following Information was given upon Oath by Thomas Reynild; 
cf Kilkea Caſtle, in 1he County of Kildare, who afterwards confirmed 
the ſame upon Oath before the Committee of the Lords, and likewiſ: 

before the Committee of the Commons. — Mr. Keynol/ds gave Evidence 

on the Trials of M*Cann, Byrne and Bond, who were all found 

Guilty, and on theſe occaſions he likewiſe confirmed the principal matters 
contained in the following : | 


THE voluntary information of Thomas Reynolds of Kilkea Caſ- WF 
tle in the county of Kildare, Eſq. who being duly ſworn on the Holy | 
Evangeliſts, Saith that he was ſworn an United Iriſhman by Oliver : 
Bond at his houſe in Bridge-Street, Dublin, about two months after : 
that Chriſtmas on which the French were in Bantry Bay, which was 
about February 1797, and that Richard Dillon, Linen Draper of 
Bridge-Street, Dublin, was preſent at his being ſworn in as ſuch | 
United Iriſhman by the ſaid Oliver Bond. —And this Deponent | 
further faith that he has been at three or four meetings of United 
Iriſhmen in company with the ſaid Oliver Bond at the Brazen-head 
in Bridge-Street, Dublin.—That the firſt of thole meetings was | 
about ten days or a fortnight after Deponent was firſt ſworn in, and | 
that the others were held at the diſtance of about eight days from each 
other.—And this Deponent further ſaith that the objects of the | 
conſpiracy of United Iriſhmen are molt decidedly thoſe of overturn- | 
| 
| 


— 


ing the preſent government, of eſtabliſhing a republican form of 
government in its ſtead, of dethroning the King, and of aſſiſting 
the French in any invaſion they. may make upon this kingdom to | 
forward theſe. views; that the intention of aſſiſting the French is 
not a neceſſary part of the Conſpiracy, as many of the United 
Iriſhmen wiſhed to accompliſh a revolution in this Country without 
the intervention of the French, but not being able to effect that 
-Purpole, they would join the French in caſe of an invaſion ; that 
the above objects were thoſe that the ſaid Oliver Bond, and all 
thoſe who attended at any mecting of United Iriſhmen at which 
Deponent was preſent, had in view.—-And this Deponent _— 
aith 
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faith that the above-mentioned Richard Dillon, John Cormick of 
Thomas-Street, Feather- Merchant, - Andoe, of High-Street, and 


Hugh Willon, formerly clerk in Finlay's Bank, and who afterwards 


went to Cork, were preſent at thoſe meetings of United Iriſhmen, . 
which Deponent attended at the Brazen Head in Bridge- ſtreet. And 
this Deponent further ſaith, that at one of thoſe meetings Oliver 
Bond related to the ſociety in the preſence of the above- named men 
and many others, a plan by which the United Iriſhmen- could poſſeſs 
themſelves of the city of Dublin, and the ſtrong places therein, and 
particularly ſpoke of the ſeizure of the Parliament-houſe while the 
members were there. And this Deponent further faith, that at the laſt 
meeting that he attended at the place abovementioned, the members 


of it ſeperated into different ſplits, that of the ſplit to which deponent 


belonged, he himlelf became Treaſurer, John Cormick, Secretary, 
and Hugh Wilſon, Delegate, to go forward to the Baronial.— And this 
deponent further ſaith, that the object of the ſplit to which he belong- 
ed was to hold communications with the people, in order to forward 


the principles of the United Iriſhmen among them, to effect a Revo- 
lution, and to prepare them to arm for that purpoſe— Thar each indi- 


vidual mentioned the number of arms and ammunition he poſſeſſed, 
from which the returns to the higher Societies were made.—And this 
deponent further faith, the Secretary to the meeting at the Brazen- 
Head keeps a hardware ſhop, next door to Wogan the bookſeller in 
Bridge-ſtreet, his name is M Bride, and that Croſs the bookleller was 
ballotted into that meeting. And this Deponent further ſaith, that he 
is certain, that the ſaid Oliver Bond is privy to the extent of the 
conſpiracy, becauſe on Lord Edward Fitzgerald's offering this depo- 
nent to become a Colonel in the corps of the United Irithmen, in 


the county of Kildare, ſaid Oliver Bond adviſed Deponent very 


ſtrongly to accept of that Commiſſion — And this Deponent further 


faith, that about the third or fourth time of his attending the meeting 


at the Brazen Head, about a month after his firſt admiſſion, he was 
delegated forward into the Baronial, that the Baronial was held at the 
Struggler's in Cook-ftreet, that on going with John Cormick and 


Hugh Wilſon to the houſe, M*Cann as Secretary came out of the 


room, in which the Committee was held, to meet them, introduced 


the three Delegates to the meeting, having firſt ſworn them as being 


duly delegated; that there were, about thirty perſons preſent, that 
deponent knew of them only George Tecling and another, and that 


the reſt were low perſons—that at one of the Baronial meetings, one 
| | b Burgeſs, 
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| Burgeſs, ſon to Mrs. Burgeſs, linen-draper on the quay, brought up 
as Delegate from the preſs-gang on the river very large returns from 
them of arms, of cannon, &e.—that the Baronial collected money 
from the inferior Societies—that he has paid in money himſelf, as 
Treaſurer to his ſplit; that deponent attended the Baronial two or 


* three times afterwards, that none but low perſons were preſent—De. 


ponent at this time was reſident in Park-ſtreet, Liberties, his father a 
ilk manufacturer. And this Deponent further ſaith, that at this period 
he quitted the conſpiracy for ſome time.— This Deponent further ſaith, 
that in November 1797, Lord Edward Fitzgerald, accompanied by 
Hugh Wilſon, met deponent upon the ſteps of the Four Courts, and 
told him that he wiſhed to ſpeak to him upon very particular buſineſs; 
that Deponent informed Lord Edward Fitzgerald he would be found 
in Park-ſtreet, if he called on him there—that Deponent and Lord 


chaſe Degonent had been about in the county of Kildare from the 
Duke of Leinſter; that Lord Edward was walking with Hugh Wl. 
ſon, from whom he muſt have known of Deponent's connexion with 
the United! Iriſhmen.—And this Deponent further ſaith, that on the 
next day Lord Edward Fitzgerald did call on Deponent at his houſe, 


Deponent had then purchaſed his place at Kilkea - that Deponent had 
ſome general converſation with Lord Edward, endeavouring to put 
him off —but that Lord Edward ſaid he would ſhare every danger 


this conſented to become ſuch Colonel—That Deponent ſaid to 
Lord Edward, he did not think the United Men could ſtand in battle 
before- the King's troops, Lord Edward replied, That would not be 
altogether neceſſary, as aſſiſtance from France was expected, that 
then ſome of the United Men would certainly join in the French 
lines, and of cou:ſe would ſoon become diſciplined ; but as to the 
multitude, all they would have to do, would be to harraſs the eſcorts 
6f ammunition, . cut off detachments and foraging parties, and in fine, 
make the King's troops feel themſelves in every reſpect in an enemy's 
country, while the actual battles would be left to the foreign troops; 
that Deponent ſay s this took place in the month of November laſt— 
that Lord Edward then ſaid, that there was an honeſt man in the 
County of Kildare, Mathew Kennaa, who would call on and ſpeak 
to Deponent about electing Deponent Colonel That ſoon after Lord 


Edward knew each other only perſonally, and that only from a. pur. 


and told him that he came to requeſt Deponent to become a Colonel 
for the Barony of Kilkea and Moon, in the County of Kildare—that 


with him, that he would ſtand or fall with him, and Deponent on 
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Edward had ſpoken to Deponent, Deponent met Oliver Bond in 
Bridge-ſtreet, and told him of Lord Edward's application; repeating 
to Bond his reluctance to become Colonel; Bond uſed many argu- 
ments to induce Deponent to accept of the appointment, and at 
length Deponent agreed, ſaying to Bond, © well, ſince you adviſe me 
« ſo ſtrongly, I will comply with Lord Edward's deſire and accept 
« of the employment.” — That Deponent went down to Kilkea, and 
remained ſome time there without hearing any thing; when in the 
latter end of January 1798, Mathew Kennaa came to Deponent and 
aſked him if he would ſtand his election for Colonel, that Deponent 
anſwered; he would, for Lord Edward had been ſpeaking to him 
about it; Kennaa ſaid, © he knew Lord Edward had ſpoke to Depo- 
© nent,” and he then told Deponent he ſhould hold a civil, as well 
as a military employment, and aſked him which he would chuſe tg 
be a 1'reaſurer or a Secretary; Deponent ſaid he would be a Treas 
ſurer, as that poſt was much leſs reſponſible, and lefs troubleſome 
than the poſt of Secretary; Kennaa faid he was glad of the choice; 
and that he himſelf would go forward with Deponent as Secretary 
That on or about the 15th-day of February, Kennaa came again to 
Deponent and told him he had been unanimouſly elected Colonel 
and Treaſurer, and that he (Kennaa) was choſen Secretary to the 
Baronial, and that the County Meeting was to be held the following 
Sunday 18th February 1798; at the: Nineteen Milezhouſe near Kil- 


cullen, and told Deponent he (Kennaa) would meet Deponent on the 
road at 8 o'ctock on Sunday morning; that accordingly Deponent did 
meet Kennaa, and they rode to the Nineteen Mile-houſe together, 


and there tliey met the County of Kildare Committee That an 
election for the officers of the Society was held that thoſe elections 
came on every three months, that is, the beginning of February, tae 
beginning of May, and ſo on, were the times—that rhere were prelent 
at the County Mecting' Mathew Kennaa, Mic. Reynolds of Naas, 
Mr. Flood; Mr. Daly of Kilcullen, Cummings the Apothecary of 
Kildare, two perſons from Athy, one perſon from Narraghmore; 
another perſon- belonging. to Mr. La Touche's Yeomanry.—T hat 
Deponent expected to meet Lord Edward Fitzgerald there, as Kennaa 


told Deponent he had regularly attended the County Meetings; that 


Cummings came forward at the meeting and ſtated, that although 
Lord Edward had done ſo, yet being a marked man he declined 
attending for a time, and therefore reſigned his office of Freaſfurerg 
and propoſed that a new one Me” be clefted—that on the election 
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taking place, Cummings was elected to go forward to the Provincial, 
as Secretary, in the room of Mic. Reynolds; Deponent was elected 
to go forward as Treaſurer, inſtead of Lord Edward, and Daly was 
elected Delegate ;—that about two guineas were paid into Deponent' 
hands as Treaſurer, made up of what was called three-penny money, 
from its being collecte | by three-pences from the inferior Societies 
That the returns of arms, &c. were given in; that there was no 
report in Dublin; that there was little ſaid, the election having taken 
up moſt of the time, and that the meeting was over about three or 


four o'clock—thar Mic. Reynolds ſaid, that at 10 o'clock next day, 


Provincial was to meet at Bond's in Bridge-ſtreet, Dublin.—And this 
Deponent further ſaith, that as it would have been very inconvenient 


for him after four o'clock, to have gone from Nineteen Mile- houſe 


home to Kilkea, 15 miles, and then to Dublin, 35 miles, to be at 


_ Bond's by 10 o'clock the next morning, and to have gone on to 


Dublin without returning home, would have alarmed Mrs. Reynolds, 
he wrote a letter to Oliver Bond by poſt, excuſing himſelf from at- 
tending that meeting, promiſing to be in Dublin in the courſe of the 
week—which letter Bond afterwards told Deponent he did receive 
and did accordingly lay before the meeting—That Cummings did 
not go, and Daly went alone; that this meeting at Bond's was on 
the Monday three weeks before the arreſt of the perſons at his houſe, 
that is on Monday the 19th of February 1798.—And this Deponent 
further ſaith, that on the Tueſday following, he arrived in Dublin 
with Mrs. Reynolds, and remained there for ſome time—that Depo- 
nent had never yet met any of his Captains, that he did not then 
know any of them except Kennaa and Malone, a ſmith, whom he 
faw once with Kennaa—that Daly told Deponent he underſtood the 
Monday three weeks from the meeting at Bond's, was to þe the next 
meeting day of the Provincial, and at Bond's houſe likewiſe—At 
this time abour the 25th February 1798, Deponent travelled with 


Mr. Cope to Caſtle-Jordan in order to obtain poſſeſſion of ſome 


lands to which they were jointly entitled, and during the journey De- 
ponent at the perſuaſion of Mr. Cope, on whoſe friendſhip and honour 
he had the moſt implicit reliance, did diſcloſe to Mr. Cope in part, 


the extent of the conſpiracy, and told him that in order to enable 


government to counteract 1t entirely, he would procure a man who 


could get to the bottom of it, and detect the leaders; that in conſe- 


quence Deponent did, in the name of a third perſon, communicate to 


Mr. Cope for government all he knew of the plans and views of the 


: United 
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United Iriſhmen, and particularly the proceedings of the meeting at 
Bond's of the 19th of February 1798, which Deponent got from 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and the intended meeting of the 12th of 


March, allo at Bond's, which meeting was in conſequence appre- 


hended. — That in order to procure more certain knowledge of the 
intended meeting of the 12th of March, Deponent applied to Bond, | 
at whoſe houſe Daly had ſaid it was to be held, that Bond referred De- 
ponent to John M<Cann as the man who was to regulate that part of 
the buſineſs, and to give any information that might be neceſſary 
about it; that Deponent did apply accordingly to M<Cann, that 
McCann ſaid to Deponent, that unleſs he brought up the returns 
from the County Committee of Kildare, he could not be admitted 
to the Provincial, neither could he give him any information thereof, 
till he ſhewed to him ſaid returns that on communication with Mr. 
Cope, he adviſed Deponent to go down to his County, which he ac-' 
cordingly did. —That Deponent went down on the Satu'play week 
before the arreſt of the meeting at Bond's, to Kilkea—that on the 
Sunday he went to Caſtledermott, where for the firſt time he met 


his Officers, ſertled returns of men and arms, &c. that Kennaa aCtted 


as Secretary. — That the Officers preſent, whom Deponent knew, 


were Brannicks, two Germans, Malone, the ſmith, Cornelius 


MDaniel, farmer, near Caſtledermatt—That Deponent went to this 


meeting merely to authorize him to get the returns to bring to. 
M*Cann, that he called on Daly at Kilcullen whom he knew had the 


returns, and who wrote a copy of them and gave it to Deponent;. 
that Deponent brought the returns up to Dublin, that he ſhewed them 
to M Cann, and aſked him the time of the meeting of the Provin- 
cial, who ſaid it was very odd there was not any increaſe in the returns 
ſince the laſt meeting, and that the Delegates muſt be in town on the 
Sunday evening; that M Cann promiſed to breakfaſt with Deponent on 
Sunday 11th March 1798, at his houſe, No. 4, Cumherland- ſtreet, 
and tell him all particulars as to the time and place of the Provincial 
Meeting, And this Deponent further faith, that he called at Oliver 
Bond's houſe on Saturday, that while he was there M<Cann came in 
and ſaid to Bond, that he muſt have a room from him for Monday, 
to which Bond anſwered, that M*Cann ſhould have the room he had 
aſt, or he ſhould have the little room—that another perſon was 
preſent when Bond ſaid this; that Deponent thinks the perſon like 
one Gallagher, a clerk to Moor, the iron-monger of Thomas-ftreet; 


that Deponent ſuppoſed decidedly that Bond Knew the 3 5 
Os | whic 
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which M Cann aſked the uſe of the room. And this Deponent 
further faith, that M Cann came on the next morning, Sunday, to 
breakfaſt with Deponent, that no particular converſation took place, 
as Mrs. Reynold was preſent, that Deponent after breakfaſt 
walked with M*Cann to the bottom of Church-Street, who told 
him that at 10 o'clock on Monday morning he muſt be at Ol: 
ver Bond's, and deſired Deponent to be punctual, as particular 
buſineſs would be done, — That Deponent not wiſhing to be at 
the meeting, as he knew it was to be arreſted, wrote a note to 
Bond, which he ſent to Bond's on Monday morning, ſtating that 


bring his money at the hour appointed, and begged him to make 
an apology for him to M Cann on that account. — And this Depo- 
nent further ſaith, that on the day of the arreſt of the perſons at 


Oliver Bond's, he underſtood that Lord Edward Fitzgerald went 


from Dr. Me Nevins's lodgings to the houſe of a Swadler in Aungier- 
Street naitzed Kennedy, at No. 13 or 23 as Deponent thinks— 
Peponent met Lord Edward Fitzgerald at Leinſter-houſe ſome 
days before, believes on Sunday the 11th of March 1798, with a 
printed order for the Lawyers Corps to ger Ball Cartridges and keep 
their orders ſecret, in his hand, which Deponent was carrying to 
Mr. Cope to point out the impropriety of, and which on Lord 
Edward's ſeeing, he ſaid © he was a marked man, that Government 
de wiſhed to ſeize him, and this order was meant againſt him, that he 
„ wiſhed he could get to France, the communication from thence 
e having been lately interrupted; that he was very intimate with 
% Talleyrand Perigord, and if he was there he could influence him 
* to haſten the invaſion, for which the port of Wexford would be 
ie the beſt fitted That the French had a few remarkable faſt ſailing 
7 Frigates, and that he thought the beſt plan would be to fill two 
% or three of them with Officers and Iriſh-men, and perſons capable 
te of drilling men, and arms and ammunition, and run them into 
* Wexford; that he did not approve of a general invaſion, for if the 
« Grand French Fleet ſhould be beaten by the Engliſh it would 
« ruin the cauſe ; and if a partial landing could be made, the Coun- 
te try would rife and hold out, till ſupplies could be thrown in from 
« France.” —That on the Wedneſday after the arreſt at Bond's, 
\M<Cann of Grafton-ſtreet. told Deponent that Lord Edward wiſhed 
to ſee him at 8 o'Clock ſame night, he brought Deponent to the 
houſe of [a perſon named in the original,] where Deponent ſaw ws 
| FE - - „ Edwwar 
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Mrs. Reynolds was taken very ill, that he could not conſequently. 
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Edward, who faid he would write ſomething for the County of 


Kildare, and defired Deponent to call on him the following evening at 


the ſame hour in the ſame place; Deponent did cali and Lord 


Edward gave him a letter to the County of Kildare in his own 
writing, deſiring them not to mind what had paſſed, it ſignified no- 
thing but to fill up their vacancies occaſioned by the arreſt at Bond's 
as ſoon as poſſible, as the day was at hand when they ſhould be called 


into action, and they might rely on his being in his place on the day 


of need; he allo told Deponent that he had in his hands £13 as 
Treaſurer to the Barony of Ophaly, and £32 as Treaſurer to the 
County of Kildare, which two ſums he would take care to have 
handed over to Deponent; and then Lord Fdward went away: from 
the houſe in diſguiſe, under care of a gentleman who Deponent be- 
lieves to be a Mr. Lawleſs a Surgeon, but Deponent is nat certain 
28 to his name, not being very well acquainted with Mr. Lawleſs's 
perſon And this Deponent further faith that the report of the Com- 
mittee, a copy of which he gave Mr. Cope to forward to Govern- 


ment, was given him by Lord Edward Fitzgerald - that Deponent 
went down one day about 24th February 1798, to the Black Rock 


with Cummings and M Cann of Grafton-ſtreet, Lady Edward's 
Apothecary, to dine with Lord Edward, where he found Hugh 
Wilſon, and that after dinner Lord Edward gave Deponent thoſe 
papers to copy, and to report to his County committee And this 
Deponent further ſaith, that two or three days after the arreſt of the 
perſons at Oliver Bond's, he was with Mrs. Bond, and that Neilſon, 
who was there, ſaid that the people of Dublin were not like thoſe 
of the North, who inſtead of flying about the ſtreets would have 
quietly proceeded to fill up the places of the arreſted Delegate And 
this Deponent further ſaith, that he afterwards returned to the County 
of Kildare, that he was informed by Daly that the County meeting 


would be held at Bell's, on the Curragh, on the next Sunday, that 


Deponent attended, and that at the ſaid County meeting a reſolution was 
read as if it came from Dublin, deſiring them to fill up the vacancies 
inſtantly, which were made by the arreſt of the Delegates at Bond's 
in Dublin, and that the aforeſaid letter from Lord Edward Fitzge - 
rald was alſo read—that Deponent gave in this letter at the meeting, 
that the letter was in the hand writing of Lord Edward, and was be- 
lieved at the County committee to come from Lord Edward, and 
the ſubſtance of ſaid letter was handed all about the county as ſuch ; 


that the ſaid letter was unſealed when Deponent received it from Lord 
| | Edward 
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Edward Fitzgerald; that Deponent received alſo from Lady Edward 
£13, for the Barony of Ophaly, which ſhe directed him to give to Daly, 
and alſo {32 as ſucceſſor to Lord Edward as Treaſurer to the County 
Committee, which Lady Edward gave from an account on paper 
which ſhe read, that Deponent gave the £13 to Daly, through one 
Murphy, who called on Deponent at Kilkea for it, and of the {32 
Deponent has C15 at preſent in his poſſeſſion, and the reſt he gave 
to Michael Reynolds, Mrs. Luby and another perſon, who formed 
a committee on behalf of the priſoners to be tried at the Aſſizes at 
Naas ; that Deponent was ordered to give Cummings, who 1s a 
priſoner in Dublin, any money he might want—that the County 
committee knew ſo exactly the ſum Deponent had received from 
Lady Edward before his arrival, that they mentioned his having ſix 
bad Bank Notes, which he was not aware of himſelf. And Depo. 
nent further ſaith, that after this laſt mentioned County meeting, 
he had never been in Dublin, till brought there a priſoner—on 
Tueſday ſen'night after the arreſt at Bond's Deponent met his 
Officers, at which meeting Brannicks ſaid that Germane had ſome- 
thing of importance to communicate, who being called in, ſtated 
that Mr. Caulfield of Levetſtown directed him to ſay, that if he was 
appointed to the joint command as Colonel with Deponent, he 
would join the United Iriſhmen—that on debating upon the pro- 
poſal, Germane was entruſted to inform Mr. Caulfield, that he 
ſhould have the joint command. — That at the ſaid meeting it was 
propoſed that the feveral Officers ſhould take their reſpective Oaths, 
and that Deponent ſhould take his as Colonel, which he did, and 
the reſt took theirs ; that from the breaking up of this meeting, 
Deponent has never met any committee. And this Deponent further 
ſaith, that ſome ſuſpicions has attached upon him as being the cauſe of 
the Provincial Committee having been ſeized, that he had heard fo from 
Kennaa and that it was in conſequence of Deponent's communications 
with Mr. 5 5 which Deponent endeavoured to explain away to Ken- 
na1 to ariſe from his having had money tranſactions with Mr. Cope— 
that Deponent was coming to town with the above-mentioned par- 
ticulars to Mr. Cope on Thurſday laſt; when at Naas he met with 
Flood, who ſaid that the laft county meeting was at the Nineteen 
Mile Houſe, and a very full one, and faid he ſuppoſed Deponent 
woud be at the meeting on Sunday; that on Deponent's ſhewing 
an ignor n'e of the mecting Flood drew in, and would not fay 
ary more; that it was likely Flood might have heard of the ſuſ- 
. : „ ” 8 Picions 
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picions of Deponent, and thought it imprudent to truſt him. 
And this Deponent further ſaith, that upon this he went back 
to Kilcullen, that at the Nineteen Mile Houſe he wrote a* note 
to Mr. Cope telling him that he could not be in Town for ſome 
time, the reaſon of which he could not commit to paper, but 
which when he knew it he would be ſatisfied with that Deponent 
carried this letter to Kilcullen and put it in the Poſt-Office there, 


that he went home to Kilkea, and from thence to Caſtledermott: 


whence he was ſeized by the military, and carried to Colonel Camp- 
bell, who declined {ſeeing him, and ordered him to gaol ; that De- 
ponent entreated to be permitted to ſpeak with Colonel Campbell, 
or to be ſent immediately to Dublin Caſtle, but that the guard were 
ordered to do their duty, and he was taken to Athy gaol—that De- 
ponent wrote from thence to Coionel Campbell, requeſting a few 
minutes converſation—his requeſt was not attended to; that about 
10 o'clock on Sunday Deponent again ſolicited an interview, on 
which after ſome delay he was brought up and ſtated the meeting 
of the County Committee that was to take place on that day, 
which being moſt likely over he adviſed the ſeizure of the perſons 
returning to their houſes, which was accordingly made in part.— 
And this Deponent further faith, that being eſcorted on his way 


to Dublin by a detachment of Mr. La Touche's yeomanry, he re- 


marked the countenance of one of the Yeomen who were guarding 
him as one familiar to him, that the man looked very earneſtly at 
Deponent, and at laſt whiſpered him to be {teady—that Deponent 
recollected before he got to Johnſtown that the yeoman was one of 
the County Committee with whom he had fat—that the yeoman 
took an opportunity of deſiring the Deponent not to falter, as he 


had moſt important news; that upon this Deponent got leave to go 


into the neceſſary-houſe, to which the ſaid yeoman was appoint- 
ed to guard him, and there found an opportunity to whilper to 


him that there was to be a riſing in ten days, and that 


Mic. Reynolds came down from Dublin to inform them 
0. | | | 
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Paper and by Mr. T. Reynolds from one in the Hand writing of Lord s 
Edward Fitzgerald, and "om by Lord Edward Fife, to A. | 


Reynolds. 


The following Returns-and Reſolutions, together with 4 Duty 
of Adjutant-General, were copied from a paper in the hand- 
writing of Lord Edward Fitzgerald by him, and tranſmitted' to 
Government previous to the arreſt of. the meeting at Bond? 8. They 
are alluded to in Mr. Rey nolds's information. 5 


| National Committee, 26th Feb. 1798, 


Ulſter and Munſter made no new returns this time, but late that 
former returns again of laſt Monday. | 


Armed Men. + Finances in hand. 
I 110, 990 — L. 426 21 4 
Munſter 100, 634 - „ 14 % 
Kildare 10, 863 | 5 11017 7 
Wicklow I 93 £ 
Dublin 3010 „„ 203-8 
Dublin City 2177 „ 444 103 $a 
Queen's County 11,689 - - - 94:0 
King's County - 3,600 - v4 8 21:44 -Þ 
Carlow 041h- i 49 2 10 
Kilkenny 0346+ | > - - JO: 4 
Meath 1400 „ „„ 
279,896 5 L. 1485 4 9 


Reſolved, that our thanks be hu to the ſeveral colonels for 
their effectual exertions in embodying ang arming their ſeveral 
regiments. 

Reſolved, that two delegates be ſent | into Connaught by the Ulſter 
provincial, to organize that province. 


Reſolved, that the Executive Committee be requeſted to account _ 


for the expenditure of 60 guineas voted to them. | 

| Reſolved, that we will pay no attention whatever to any attempts 

that may be made by either Houſes of Parliament, to divert the 
public mind from the grand object which we have in view, as nothing 


ſhort of the complete Emancipation of 0 -our Country will ſatisfy us. 
Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that each county who have not yet paid up their 
finances, ſhall be requeſted to pay Jol. except the county of Carlow, 
which ſhall only pay 40/. : - 

Reſolved, that the Executive do take ſuch ſteps immediately as 
will tend moſt expeditiouſly to bring about a union of the four pro- 
vinces—three only having as yet come forward, 


Reſolved, that the colonels in each county ſhall make liſts. of 
three perſons, to be tranſmitted, ſealed up, either through the province 
or any other authentic channel, one of which three will be nominated 
to the employment. | | „ | 

Reſolved, that the counties of Carlow, Meath, Wicklow, Derry, 
Down and Antrim, deſerve well of their country, for their man] 
offer of emancipating her directly; but that they be requeſted to 
bear the ſhackles of tyranny a little longer, until the whole kingdom 
' ſhall be in ſuch a ſtate of organization as will, by their joint co-ope- 

ration, effect without loſs their deſirable point, which is hourly 

drawing to a criſis. | 5 ; i 


Duty of Adjutant-Generals. | 


They muſt make at leaſt every ſecond week reports to the 
Executive, through the medium of the perſon named to them for 
that purpoſe, on ſuch or all of the following ſubjects, as they ſhall 
obtain any intelligence of, and be unremitting in diſcreet exertions 
to diſcover every thing within their county. 
iſt. The number, ſtrength, and arms of the regiments under 
their command, qualifications of their officers, which of them have 


ſeen actual ſervice, and have been in the army. 


2d. What number of mills in their counties, and what average 
quantity of flour and corn they contain ſummer and winter. 
3d. The breadth and condition of the roads, depth of the rivers, 
 heighth of their banks, where they have bridges and fords, form 
impaſſable marſhes in ſummer and winter, run through bogs, &c. 
4th. The beſt poſition to interrupt the convoys going to the 
enemy from the capital, leading to their camps or depots, or from 
one town to another; alſo, the fitteſt for the patriots to aſſemble or 
rally in, with a reaſoned detail of the alledged advantages or diſad- 

vantages. | | | 
5th. What number of towns and villages ; how many horſe and 
foot could be quartered in them, where the country has plantations 
| ſufficient 
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ſufficient to afford ſhelter to troops without tents, or where they 


could conveniently find fuel, ſtraw and forage. ' | 


6th. Who the beſt patriots, and beſt fitted by intelligence and 
honeſty to be employed as commiſſaries. i” 3 ; 

7th. To communicate to the Executive every movement of the 
enemy, every change of quarters, number of horſe and foot, ſpe-. 


cifying whether native or foreign, ſituation, nature and quantity of 


depots, and nature of their poſition. _ | _ 
8th. Thoſe in the maritime counties are charged on the firſt 


appearance of a friendly force on the coaſt, but eſpecially on certain PP ' 
intelligence being had of the debarkation of our allies, to commu- 


nicate the ſame in the molt ſpeedy and truſty manner to the Execu- 


tive —They muſt then immediately collect their force, and maren 
forward with as many of the Yeomanry and Militia as poſſible ; each * | 


man to be provided with at leaſt three days ſubſiſtence, and to bring 

on all they can of cars, draft horſes, horſes harneſſed, and horſes to 
mount cavalry, with three or four days forage ; taking care to ſeize 

no where the property of a patriot where an enemy can be found _ 
to raiſe contributions on. 2 EE. 
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Ne fold 5 in the pocket- book of Lord A F tzgerald, and in 
his poſſeſſion, at the time of fs arreſt. 


T. Keatby, E Enverneſs Fencibles co with 1 Batt" ef 3 
Lee Londonderry W 7 „ . 
Naſs, Armagh _ — 250} 1 : 
EPO Green: Horſe - 220 | 
Connell, Tu - 3 | I 
Clane, Armag 3 50 1 
. Rab K County f NI. . Ll 

Longfor 5 R 
955 n . 4 
WH Louth M. Eo | 
Kilkes,.  , Do. Do. Do. 200 1 
Killeullen, C 9th Dragoons 280. I 
Tyrone M. „ 8 
) Suffolk 50 
Orange Yeo" * 90 | 
Carbery, Inverneſs Fencibles 50 o 
 Opnilia, Sundr' 8 600 ; 5 

County ſundry Returns 2319 with 10 Batt' of 

| 1 500 | 
3819 
No. II. 


50 Chains of 6 foot long, with 30 padlocks. 
1000 Spike nails, 4, 6, 8 inches. = 
200 Round ſtaples, 
20 Cramp Irons, Ii in this form. 
50 Large ledges, 
go Small ones. 
50 Hammers. 
50 Groove irons. 
100 Hatchets 
200 Shovels and ſpades, or as many as can be procured. | 
150 Hooks for ſcaling ladders, the catching * to have 4 
tackle face. No. 


No. XVIII. | | 481 
No. III. 5 | . | 

[In the hand. writing of Lord Edward Fitzgerald. 
Suppoſe R. force divided into 3 columns, The left of the Kildare 
ne r to [column] to ſaſſemble at] Cloncurry, or between it 
Clonard- bridge; a detachment to be ſent to Clonard- bridge, as ſoon 


as poſſible; that body. [column] to advance by Kilcock, Maynooth, 
Leixlip and Chapelizod, towards Dublin, „ b 


* The words in Ttalics had: a line drawn through them in the original. 


. 


. 
| 
] 
| 
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Papers foundatthe Meeting at Bond's, on the 12th of March. 


Found on John Lynch at the Meeting at Bond's ; Hand- writig «f 
William Michael Byrne. | 


The County W. N - inform their Conſtituents. 
that by the advice they have received from the Provincial, it appears 
that very flattering accounts have been received from abroad, which 
'will, in a very few days, be officially handed down.— The Provin- 
cial returns of men have only encreaſed a few thouſands ſince the 
laſt reports—as the new County Members have not yet come in— 
in conſequence of the new Elections, which, each Barony will take 
notice, mult be on or before the 15th February next. 


The County Comm? again earneſtly recommend it to their Con. 
ſtituents to pay no attention io any flying reports, as they knoy 
to a certainty, falſe emiſſaries are encouraged to diſſeminate ſuch 
news as may tend to diſunite or lead them aſtray. 


The C. C. hear with regret the diſſatisfaction of the Baronial Com. 
mittee of Newcaſtle, with reſpect to their not being as yet fully 
ſupplied with Arms, &c.—They affure them that every exertion has 
been uſed to that purpoſe, and that quantities of P-ks are now ready 


manufactured for delivery; but would at the ſame time recommend | 


to have as many made as poſſible in each Barony, as they will thereby 
come infinitely cheaper. | 1 


The County Committee cannot be accountable for any money in 
the hands of a Baronial Treaſurer, — and of courſe cannot account 
for any, but ſuch as has been paid in to them, of which there ap- 
Pears a correct ſtatement in the returns. 5 


They feel with concern the apathy of their fellow- citizens of the 
Co. W. who refufe ſo ſmall a pittance as one penny per man- to alle- 
viate, in ſome degree, the diſtreſſes of their ſuffering brethren now in 
W. Jail—where there are many innocent Cit. in want of the common 
neceſſaries of life; but who, though famiſhing, ſcorn to betray the 

truſt repoſed in them. | 5 | 


f The County Com' inform their Conſtituents, that, ſo far from hav- 
ing a fund in hands, they are now indebted to one of their members 
| | | (No, 


1 Wm . re 


No. XIX. 


han, wh 


(No. 2.) who has kindly advanced 181. 4s. 2d. for the relief ot pri- 
ſoners— The County Members are therefore intreated to forward to 


tive Baronies ; as there appears to be now in goal—from Arklow Ba- 
rony four—from Shillela five from Ballinacorr Jourteen, one 
all Forty two, 


lin, without delay, as much money as can be collected in ale 


from Talbotſtown fiffeen—and from Newcaſtle 2 C -in 
without the ſmalleſt fund for the enſuing m'. | 


Reſolved, that a ſubſcription be inſtantly commenced, for the 
purpoſe of forming a fund, for the employing and retaining Council, 


which ſhall be taken as a voluntary contribution, according to the 
circumſtances of individuals—to be lodged in the 


Treaſurer choſen by the County C*. 


hands of a 


| Reſolved, that it is requeſted that the next meeting may be fully 


attended, as there is bufineſs of the utmoſt importance to be taken 


into conſideration. 
C. C. Jan”. 22, 1798. 


20 
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No. XIX. 
, 
Papers found in the Room at Bond's. 
Hand- uritigg of Jolin Macan. 


1, 2 | do ſolemnly declare, that I came dul) 
ele . +; 


No. U. 


Hand. uriting of fohn Macan. 
19th. February, 1798. 


| Kildare 10863 In Treaſurer's Hands 20 18 3 
Wicklow 12095 | — „ | 
Dublin 3010 20 — — 
Do. City 2000 
Queen's Co. 11689 
King's Co. 3600 
Carlow 9414 
Kilkenny 624 
Meath 14000 


— — 


67295 _ 40 18 3 


Reſolved, that the Colonels in each County ſhall make out a liſt 
of three perſons to be Adjutants-General for ſaid Counties.—The 
liſts to be tranſmitted, ſealed, either through the Provincial, or any 

other authentic channel to the Executive, who will nominate one of 
the three to the employment. 1 5 
Reſolved, that our Treaſurer be allowed to pay 16 guineas to the 

Delegate for to buy a Horſe—which, when the entire County is or- 
ganized, is to be fold, and the money paid back into the hands of 
the Treaſurer, En | 
. Reſolved, that the Ex. Comm* be requeſted. to account for the 
Expenditure of 60 guineas voted them. Ts 
Reſolved, that each Co. who have not paid in any finance, ſhall be 
requeſted to pay in 7ol. immediately, except the Co. Carlow, which 
ſhall only pay 40l. = 
| | PilvaTts 


ly 


No. XIX. — 
« PRIVATES Tesr. 


Hand-writing not known, 

I A. B. do ſolemnly declare, that I will perform my _ and 
be obedient to all the lawful commands of my Officers, While they | 
act in ſubordination to the duly-elected Committee. 


Hand writing of John Maca. 

Reſolved, that we will pay no attention whatſoever to any attempt 
that may be made by either Houſes of Parliament, to divert the 
public mind from the grand object we have in view, as nothing 
ſhort of the compleat Emancipation of our Country will ſatisfy us. 


| No. III. | | 

K. 10863 In Hands 20 18 
, 1090956 - BOT) | 
10 3 20 
CD, % To, 
Q C. 11689 
Ke 2000 
W 9414 
K“ 624 
M 14000 

67295 5 40 18 + 


Ten in the Morning this Day three Weeks. 
No, IV. 


Hand writing of John Macan. 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, that if the 
other Ps. be in, an equal ſtate of preparation as Leinſter, as ſoon as 
we can procure the information of their ſtate, and their determination 
to a& in concert with the Nation, we ſhould immediately proceed 
to act ;—and that the Exe“ be requeſted to take fuch ſteps imme- 


diately, as will tend moſt expeditiouſly to bring about an Union of 


the different prov'. 

Reſolved, that the Select Com' of five be requeſted to prepare a 
Military Teſt to be laid before the Prov at ther” next CE. e- 
their approbation. | 
Aa ey Extracts 


=—— | No. XIX. 
Eura: from the pocket: book of John Macan, 2 at Bond's 


p. CG [Provincial Committee.) 
20th February, 1798. 


Kildare 10863 


Wicklow 12895 | L. 20 18 3 
Dublin 8 - 20 
2177 - — 104 6 5 
Queen's Co. 11689 - — 
King's Co. 3600 — — 
Carlow 9414 - — 
Kilkenny 624 . — 
Meath 14000 - - 
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Extract 
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Extratt wo} a Jeter found upon Oliver Bond, figned 1 . ( Hugh FW ilſon ) 
and dated, Cork 6th, 1798. 


1 have been ſo cooped up ſince I came here, that had I known the 
ſitua on of the place, my mind fhould never have been fo abomi. 
nab! y cloſeted, for any emolument that I may derive before a change 
of the preſent government takes place, 


You can but faintly imagine how things are going on here, give 
the people but a little time, and reſt aſſured the progreis (cience is 
making will aſtoniſh the world. —The enemies of the human race 
are much alarmed, and the revolt of the Dublin County Militia has 
increaſed their fears. Mr. Finlay fays, they are all aſſaſſins, and he 
is almoſt afraid to truſt himſelf with them. —I hear they are to be 
diſperſed among the High! anders through the country. Numbers 
of preachers of the true Goſpel are better than few, and thoſe diſ. 
perſed grains may not fall on rocky ground. 


When the news came this morning of the Spaniſh fleet being out, 
the Ariſtocrats ſeemed happy, fayintg. their doom was at hand, „Jervis 
ME after them. 


” With beſt _ to Mirs. Bond and all friends, 


Iam ſincerely yours, 


H. W. 


Evidence 


| Bolden of Captain Armſtrong, on the Trial of | Henry . * 
ja . | | 


The Witneſs (worn and examined. 


CL Pray, Sir, in what profeſſion are 1 
A. Jam a Captain in the King's County Militia. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Henry or Mr. John Sheares? 
A. I am; with both of them. | 
Q. Do you ſee theſe gentlemen | in Court ? 
A. I do. | | 
Q. Point them out. ; 
A. That is Mr. Henry Sheares, and that is Join Sheares, I believe. 
Q. You know theſe two perſons ? 
A. I do. 
L Can you tell when you firſt became acquainted with either of n 
A. The firſt time was Tueſday, the 19th of May laſt, | 


(Here the Wiineſs produced ſome papers. ) 


Q What papers are theſe ? | 

A. Some notes I took of the bufinels as it happened. 

Q. In your own Band- tin | 

A. Ys | 

Q. 'Then you have a right to look at them. Can vou - ret "5M 
you happened to become acquainted with them? 

A. I came to town from the camp about buſineſs, and went into Mr. 
Byrne's ſhop—Atter ſome converſation, he aſked me, Did I know Mr. Sheares ? 
I aſked him, Was it Sheares, the lawyer? 

Q. What camp did you ſpeak of ? 

A. The camp of Lehaunſtown. 

Q. Was your regiment quartered there? 

A. My company was quartered there. 

Q. Where was Byrne's ſhop? 

A. In Grafton-ſtreet : I do not know the number. 

Q. What did Byrne propoſe ? 

- A. He aſked me, Had I any objeQion to meet Mr. Sheares? I faid, 
1 had not. . 

* How long had you been acquainted with Mr. Byrne the book- 
ejler'? 

A. I believe, I have known him about two years. 

Q. What was the nature of that acquaintance you had with Mr. Byrne? 


was it familiar, or otherwiſe ? 
| A. I knew 
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A. I knew him as my 8 whoſe hop: I * frequented: 1 was 
there almoſt every day. 
Q. Do you recollect any n deſcription of books which you were 
in the habit of purchaſing from him? 
A. | wſed to purchaſe every political pamphlet as it came out, and other 
books I fancied. 
Q. Do you recolle& what was the particular occaſion of his n to 
introduce you to Mr. Sheares ? 
A. I did not know his purpoſe. : 
Q. But you were ſpeaking about ſomething ? 
A. I was not ſpeaking at the time; he followed me out. 
Q. You had been ſpeaking ? 
A. I had, but do not recollect. 
There were other people there ? 
A. There were. 
Q. He followed you out, when he made that propoſal ? 
- A. He did. 
Q. Did you take any OE meaſure in conſequence of that 
propoſal? 
A. I did: I went to look for Captain Clibborn, a man upon whom I had 
dependance, and who I knew was in town: He was my particular friend. 
Q. Was that before you met either of the Mr. — 57 
A. It was. 


Q. (By the Court.) Was that immediately albor 2 left Byrne s?. 
"A. It was, my LOG «© 


| QuDid: you ſee Mr. Cliborn whom you went in que of ? 
Q. What did you do? 
A. I told him what had happened, and aſked bim for his advice. 
QI preſume you mean, what had happened between you and Byrne? 
A. I do; Sir. 
Q. Can you recolle& what advice he m"_—_ you, or what you determines 


to do? 


"The Counſel for the Priſoners objefted to this queſtion, 


Q. Did you come to any determination ? 

A. Capt. Clibborn adviſed me to give them a meeting. 

Q. The reſult of your converſation was to give the Mr. beer 5 2 
meeting? | | 

A. It was. | 

Q. Mention, whether you were ever DF ety to Pi Mr. Sheares' 57 Of 


either of them, in conſequence of this propoſal, or not ? 
=. | | A. Upon 


er 


to 


It 


No. XX. | 191 


— - 


1 Upon my return to N. Byras' s late, I waited until the elder Sheares 
arrived. ; 


Q. (By the Ceurt. 3-7 hat i is Henry: | 
A. I believe ſo, my Lord. 


Q. What paſſed upon the arrival of Mr. Henry Sheares ? 

A. Mr. Byrne introduced me to him in the inner ſhop. 

Q. Do you recolleQ in what manner or form he introduced you? 

A. He only mentioned my name; but faid, that if we had a mind to chat, 
we might go into the room inſide the | inner ſhop. 

Q. Recolle& whether any thing elſe was ſaid by Byrne | in the preſence of 
Mr. Hefiry Sheares ? . 

A. He opened the door, ſhewed me in and ſaid, #* All 1 can ſay to you, 
« Mr. Sheares, is, that Capt. Armſtrong is a true brother, and you may - 
« depend on him.” 

Q. Be ſo good as to call to your recollection any thing that may have 
aſſed upon that interview berween you and Mr. Henry Sheares; you have 
a right to refreſh your memory by you notes. At wheat time did you take 
them ? 41 2 

A. I took a ſheet after every interview I had with the gentlemen. 

Q. Mention the import and ſubſtance of what paſſed ? 

A. Henry Sheares told me, that what he wanted to ſay to me, he b 
to ſay in the preſence of his brother. | 


Q. (By the Court.) Did he ſay this in | the md of Byrne 1 P 


A. No, my Lord, in the private room, when we were alone. 


Q. Do you recolle& any thing worthy obſerving t to have paſſed that * 


A. I told him, I had no objection to wait till his brother came. 
Q. When did you again hold converſation with him? 
A. In a very ſhort time after the other Mr. Sheares came to the ſhop.. 


Q. After he came, where were you? 
A. We were introduced pretty much in the ſame manner as before. 


Q. Do you mean by Byrne? 


A. Yes. 
2 He introduced you to John alſo 11 then what paſſed? 


A. He told me he knew my principles very well. 


* ( By the Court.) Who told you that ? 
A. Mr. John Sheares. 


Q. Were you at this time in the inner room again ? B.A 
A. "3 
Q. And the dvr ſhut ? ; " | 3 
A. I believe ſo. | | | Q {By 
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Q. (By the Court. ) Did the brother Henry go in? 
A. No, my Lord, I had ſeparate interviews with them. 


Q. Did Mr. Henry Sheares go away ? | 
A. He did, before John came, and did not return that day. ny, ſaid, 


he knew my principles very well—that he was emboldened by that knoy. 
ledge, and the preſſure of events induced him, for the good of the cauſe, to 
make himſelf known to me, and to ſhew me how the cauſe could be benefited 
by my joining the cauſe in ofiom, as he knew I had by inclination. —l tl 


him, I was ready to do every thing in my _ for it. 


Q. Meaning the cauſe ? 

A. Yes.—And that if he ſhould ſhew me how 1 could do any thing, 
would ſerve him to the utmoſt of my power. 

Q. Did he ſtate to you in what manner you could ſerve this ak to which 


he thus alluded ? 


A. He ſaid, that as I was willing to "IR x he 3 tell me a once 
what I could do.—He told me, that the riſing was very near—that they 
could not wait for the French, but had determined upon a home exertion; 


and that the principal manner in which I could aſſiſt them, was by ſeducing 


the ſoldiers, and bringing about the Rags County Militia, and nee 


with him about taking the camp, 


(By the Court.) What camp? 
A. The camp at Lehaunſtown 1 underſtood, where I was quartered, 
And that for the purpoſe of bringing about the ſoldiers, he would recom- 


mend me to endeavour to practiſe upon the non-commiſſioned officers and 


privates, who were of the Roman Catholic religion, as they were the moſt 


likely to think themſelves aggrieved. I do not recolle& any thing more of 


the converſation that day, except our appointment to meet the Sunday 
following. 


Q. Did he mention an appointment for that day ? 
A. He did. | 
Q. Where? 
A. At his houſe. 
Q. Where was that? 
A. In Baggot-ſtreet. 
Q. Did he tell you? 
A. Yes; for I did not know it till then.—On the eng following I w went 
to his houſe, and the elder only was at home. 
Qi. That was Henry? | 
A. I believe ſo; I only knew them at that time 07 the diſtindtion of elder 


and younger 
Q Do 


Z 1 
Q Do you recolle the number of the houſe ? | 
A. I do not. 
Q. Upon which ſide of the way is it ? 


A. On the right hand going out of town, his name was upon w_ 


door. 
Q. What paſſed 2 | 
A. J had a repetition of a que part of the converſation) with 


Henry, that I had had upon the former day with John. 


Mention what you particularly recollect ? | 

A. He told me, that he underſtood his brother and I had con- 
verſed together—he apologized to me for not returning to me to 
Byrne's, for that there was a committee ſitting that day, which it 
was neceſſary that one of them ſhould attend. 

Did he mention what that committee was about? 

A. He did not. —He aſked me as to the ſtate of the regiment, 
and the ſituation of the camp; where it was moſt vulnerable, and 
the number of troops ſtationed there—he queſtioned me as to the 
poſlibility of taking it by ſtorm, or by treachery, or by uſing the 
counterſign, or ſomething of that kind -I do not recollect any thing 
further till the Priſoner came in. 


Q (By the Court. . This converſation v was before John came 7 
It was. 
b you mean to ſay, you do not recolle& any thing more 
{aid by Henry ? 
A. Except a repetition of what John had ſaid.— John aſked 
me, whether I knew wy United men in the regimegt—l aid, 


not. 


Q. Was that i in the preſence of Henry ? 
A. It was. He ſaid, he thought could make good men-of-tte 


ſoldiers. 

Q. Which of them ſaid that? 

A. John :—T ſaid, 1 ſhould be afraid to commit t myſelf with any 
of them; but if 1 knew them, I ſhould then do what I could in 
concert with them. He ſaid, he believed he could inform me of 


ſome I might depend upon—he told me, it was their intention to 
ſeize the camp, the artillery at Chapelizod, and the City of Dublin 


In one Bo: 


Bb „ 


Q. (By the Curt.) Whoſe intention? Hs ns, 
A. Ours was his expreſſion : I underſtood the United Iriſhmen. 
— He ſaid, there was to be one hour and a half between the ſeizing 
of the camp and Dublin, and an hour between ſeizing Dublin and 
Chapelizod, ſo that the news of both might arrive at the ſame time, 
He told me, if I would call at eleven at night, he would give me the 
names of ſome men in the regiment. _ | 
Q. What regiment? 
A. My own regiment. 


Q. (By the Court.) That meeting was in the morning ? 

A. In the morning before dinner. — At the meeting in the evening, 
he told me, he had not been able to obtain the names for me; but 
that a man would call upon me in the camp to whom I was to give 
a pals, and that I might converſe with him upon his return without 
reſerve. . 85 
| . Recolle&, if you can, whether any thing more particular 

paſſed about the cauſe in hand? | 

A. I do not recollect any thing cn that day. 

Q. Who had the command of your regiment ? 

A. Col. L'Eſt range. I 

Q. Did you ever communicate to any perſons what paſſed at 
theſe interviews ? „ = . 

A. I returned to the camp immediately after each interview, and 
communicated the buſineſs that paſſed to Col. L'Eſtrangè and Capt. 
Clibborn — Sometimes I communicated it to Lord Caſtlereagh and 
Mr. Cooke. —On Wedneſday the 16th, the Colonel was ſurpriſed, 
that no man had called upon me he requeſted I would go to town 
and find out the reaſon : I came to town, and as neither of the 
Mr. Sheares's was at home, I left word, that I would call between 
five and (ix o'clock, I called between five and fix, and was ſhewn 
into the library at Mr. Sheares's houſe. 5 

Q. At the ſame houſe? | 

A. Yes: the younger Sheares came in, told me he wiſhed to in- 
troduce me to a gentleman with whom I might conſult and adviſe 
in his abſence, as he mult go down and organize Cork; he ſaid, he 
had not been able to find out the names I wanted in the regiment— 
He ſaid, the riſing in Cork was to be in ſuch a manner, that the 
neues might reach Dublin at the ſame time with the news of riſing 
in other places, and that he was only waiting for the Executive to 


J1z the day. . Q (by 
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Q. (By the Court.) Was the news of the nhag! in | Cork to reach 
Dublin at the time of the ny: there ? 


A. Yes. 

Q. (By the Jury.) Where was the Executive ? Who were 
they ? a 

A. I do not know; he did not explain, and I aſked bim no 
queſtion. _ | 


Q. What did you andextand # ? 

A. The Executive Directory, who were fitting i in Dublin in the 
ame manner, as other committees were fitting.—Mr. John Sheares 
appointed me to meet him next day, and that he would introduce 
me to that gentleman, | 


= Had you ſeen Henry at that meeting at all upon the 16th ? 
Not at that time—I went there next day, ene. 1 7a. and 
met * the brothers. | 

Q. At the ſame houſe ? 

A. Yes, the ſame houſe.—!I do not recollect any converſation if 
moment, until the gentleman came. I was introduced to him as to 
a Mr. Lawleſs, a relation of Lord Cloncurry : That was the name 
he was introduced by. | 7 

Q Was there any other preſent ? 

A. None but the two brothers. | 

Q. He was introduced as the perſon Mr. John Sheares had been : 
ſpeaking of the day before ? | 

A. I underſtood ſo. Mr. Lawleſs told me, he had been preſent | 
ſome time before at a meeting of deputies from all, or compoſed of 
almoſt all, the militia regiments in Ireland; at which meeting, he 
laid, there were two of our men; he did not know their names; but 
that if I would call between five and ſix upon Mr, e he would | 
leave their names with him for me. 


Q. (By the Court.) Were the Mr. Sheares's preſent at this conver- 
ation ? 

A. They were both. i my 1 —He ſaid, he would 
obtain the names from a man, who had been very active in making 
United Iriſhmen, and who had been very active in making ſome 
in every regiment that had been in Dublin for two years paſt. 


Q. The two priſoners were preſent at that meeting ? I 
A. Both 
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A. Both were preſent on that day. The elder Shèeares told me, 


that the corps throughout Ireland were completely organized, and 
had all their Captains and Adjutants appointed. I called that even- 
ing to get the names which Mr, Lawleſs was to leave for me. I was 
ſhewn into the library, where Mr. John Sheares was in converſation 
with a man.——Upon the man's going away, Mr. John Sheares gave 
me this note, which was to be a note of introduction to à Serjeant in 
our regiment, intimating to him, that J might be depended upon, 
and ſaid he got it from the man he had been ſpeaking to. 


Q. (By the Jury.) Is it in Mr, Sheares's hand-writing ? 
A. 1 do not know. - 


Q. Is it directed? 
A. It is directed to Serjeant Connors. 


Q Is there any other Serjeant ef that name in your regiment? 


A. I believe not. . 
Q. Before you quit Mr. Lawleſs, do you recollect any expreſſion 
relating to the camp, or the neighbourhood of it ? 
A. I do; he remarked, that the trees to the right of the Camp 
would be very convenient for hanging people. „„ 


Q. (By the Court.) Was that in the preſence of Mr. Sheares? x 
A. It was, my Lord. OE 1 


Q. Have you in your recollection any direction given by Mr. 


Lawleſs or the Mr. Sheares's, as to what ſhould be done at the time 


of the attack, or the line of conduct to be purſued ? | 
A. Yes, my conduct was to be this :;—I was to erect a ſtandard 


Lo upon the night to be fixed upon for the attack upon the camp, which 


was to be joined by all whom I had previouſly known to be United 
Iriſhmen ; that no other perſon was to be ſpared, and they were not 


to be given the option of joining at the time of the attack. He 


gave me the name of a private, Pat. Fennan, at the time he gave 
me the note, and appointed me to meet him the Sunday following, 


' when he would introduce me to more friends of the cauſe. 


Q. Did he ſay any thing reſpecting Fennan ? | 
A. I underſtood, that Fennan and Connors were the two depu- 
ties whom Lawleſs mentioned. | 1 


Q. (By the Gurt.) F rom whom did you underſtand that ? | 
A. Lawleſs had mentioned, that he would leave their names with 
Mr, John Sheares, and thoſe were the names which Mr. John Sheares 


gave 


Dn 


1» 


gave to me. on Friday, could not find Connors; but on Satur- 
day I gave him the note, and aſked him, Did he know the man 
named in the note; it was Arthur Hill—he told me he did. 


OL What is become of Connors? | | 
A. He is in confinement, I believe, | in the Caſtle guard-room. 
He has been made a priſoner 

A. He was about the 20th of May: He ſaid he would call upon 
me for a paſs. 

Q. Did you call upon Mr. Sheares again! 3 | 

A. I did, upon Sunday the 20th of May. I found the alter 
Sheares at home. I told him what had paſſed between Connors and 
me, and that he would not know me. 

Q. That is, would not open himſelf to you? | 
A. Yes:;—He ſaid he was much ſurpriſed at that, but attributed 
it to his caution ; and he recommended caution to me, for that he 
and his brother eſcaped by their caution, for Government then 
thought them inactive. He ſaid there was a man at that time with 


\ 


Connors at Lehaunſtown, and that I ſhould find no difficulty in con- 


verſing with him upon my return to the Camp. The. younger 
Sheares produced a paper, upon which appeared to be written names, 
by way of memorandum—among them were three more names of 
our regiment. 


Q. (By the Court.) Did John « come in? | 
A. He did.—1 do not recollect any converſation more of moment 


vith Henry: John came in and Henry went out—then John pro- 


duced the paper he mentioned the names as if reading them from 
the paper, and three of them correſponded with three ſerjeants in our 
regiment. 


Q. (By the Court.) What did he ſay of them ? 
A. He told me they were men I might depend upon as United 
lriſuhmen, and he mentioned their names to me as ſuch. | 


Q. ls there any thing elſe in your recollection? 
A. He told me, he had that day called at Lawleſs's, and that he 


| believed he had abſconded, for he was denied to him. He ſaid that 


a man had been out at the Camp on Saturday looking for me, to 
give me a letter, but could not find me. I aſked him the contents; 


he ſaid it was no matter, as I was then there, I would hear of it. He 
| faid, the Executive Directory had directed him to tell me, they had 


come 
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come to a reſolution to appoint me to the command of the King's 
County regiment.—He ſaid I might promiſe to every man in the regi. 
ment that would join me, a portion of land in the King's County. — 
He told me, that on the night of the riſing in Dublin, the Lord 
Lieutenant was to be ſeized and all the Privy Council, ſeparately in 


their own houſes. —This converſation was in the preſence of the 
elder. | 5 
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Q. (By the Court.) What part of the converſation ? 

A. All ſubſequent to his ſaying that Lawleſs had ſecreted himſelf, 
le ſaid that when the Privy Council were all ſeized, there was no 
place to iſſue orders from, ſo as to counteract the riſing ; and that in 
caſe of a failure of the attack upon the Camp, on the march of the 
ſoldiery into the town through Baggot-ſtreet, they had a ſufficient 
number of houſes in Baggot- ſtreet in their intereſt, to ſhoot them 
from, ſo as to render them uſeleſs; and that he expected throughout 
Ireland, that the Militia regiments would join, from the accounts 
they had received of them :—that ſeveral men of the different regi- 
ments had promiſed different numbers, ſome ten men, ſome twenty, 
ſome thirty, and ſome one hundred, provided they had ſufficient 
notice: but that if they were called out with their officers, nothing 
could be done, as the other regiments would be too ſtrong for 
them. 1. nd, 
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Q This was mentioned by John Sheares in the preſence of 

Henry? = „„ 5 
a | | ES, | 

Q. He told you that the riſing was to take place ſoon ? 

A. He did. 1 c | 

Q. Did he mention any reaſon? _ - 

A. He did, the country was tired with the proſecutions, and that 

the people threatened, if the riſing did not immediately take place, 

they would take the oath of allegiance, and give up their arms. The 

elder Sheares told me, that he had had a ſervant, who was the greateſt 

coward he ever ſaw; but that he had been particularly active in 

making United Iriſhmen, particularly ſoldiers ; but had quit him 

33 fear and gone to Cork. — I do not recollect any thing fur- 

ther, Se | | 25 

Q. Did you communicate the laſt converſation to any perſon ? 

A. Continually, every one :—l never had an interview with the 

Mr. Sheares's, that I had not one with Colonel L'E ſtrange and Captain 
Clibborn, and my Lord Caſilereagh. > 0; Where - 
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- Where "Oy you been Good that time? 

A. I have only been in Wicklow and Wexford, and the county 
of Kildare. | 

Q. Did any thing happen to you ? 

A. I was wounded in my foot, at slievebuy mountain, where 1 
was with Colonel Walpole. I could not go to my regiment, being 
ordered by Lord Caſtlereagh not to leave town; I volunteered, and 
had the command of the grenadier company in the Londonderry 
Militia, where they behaved in the moſt exemplary manner. 

Did you ſee either of the Priſoners after they were arreſted ? 
. I law the ane 

5 Where? I; 

A. In the officer's guard- room at the Caſtle. | 
QQ. Do you recolle& upon what day he was made a pri 

A. The morning after the laſt converſation. 

2 Did any thing paſs between you? 

. He aſked me if his brother was taken? I faid I did not know, 


= He 1 me if his papers were ſeized. —I ſaid I did not know. — He 


ſaid he hoped not, for there was one among them that would: com- 
mit him. 2 
Cr of: Eneniig by Mr. CURR. AN. 
. What country man are you? | 
A. An Iriſhman. 
Q What part ? 
A. The King's County. 
. How old are you ? 
A. I believe between 27 and 28. 


. Q Have you any hereditary fortune ? 


A. Every thing I have is hereditary. 

Q Then you have hereditary fortune? 

A. I have hereditary fortune, which qualifies me to be a Captain i in 
the King's County Militia, otherwiſe I would not be one. 

Q. Do you mean to ſay that your eſtate is not diminiſhed, or 
vaſted ? 

A. Since I came of age, do Toe} mean 

Q. Yes, Sir ?— 

A Certainly not. 

Q. Had you ever been in any military ſituation before you were in 
the King's County Militia ? | 

A. I had. 

Q. Where ? 


A. In ſeveral places, Q. Mention 
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Q. Mention a as many as you recollect? 

A. I have been quartered—— _ | 

Q. You miſtake me, Sir, —I mean, had you been in the army? 

A. I was in the Engliſh Militia. 

Q. In what regiment? 

A. In two; the Somerſet, and the South Middleſex ſupple- 
mentary. 

Q. Do you recolle& how you came to quit the Somerſet ? 

A. Ido. Having buſineſs in Ireland, and not being able to obtain 
leave of abſence. 

Q Have you always, when you talked of the ſubject, mentioned 
that as your reaſon for leaving the Somerſet Militia ? 

A. I do not recollect having given any reaſon. 

Q. I want you to (ay poſitively upon your oath, whether you did 
—or whether you do not recollect? 

A. I do not recollec that 1 gave any other, 

Q. Then you do not ſay you did not? 

A. I do not believe I ever did. 

Q. Do you ſwear poſitively ? 5 

A. I cannot ſay; but 1 believe I aid not ; and that was the 
reaſon, 

Q. I aſk you, will you venture to ſwear poſitively, that you never 
did give any other reaſon for your leaving the Somerſet ? _ | 

A. I cannot (wear poſitively to what I may have ſaid in jeſting: 
—lt is not impoſſible; but I believe I did not, and that was the reaſon, 

Q. I beg you to recollect.— Did you in jeſt, or 8 give 
any other account of your leaving the regiment ? 

A. I cannot ſwear politively ; but I do not believe I ever did ;— 


II is fo very trifling a thing; I might have ſaid, I did not like quar- 


ters, or ſome ſuch thing. 

Q. How long after did you go into the South Middleſex ? 

A. About a year, I believe. I do not exactly recollect the time 
the Supplementary were called out. I had a friend in London, who 
put down my name, knowing I was unemployed and would like it. 

I aſked you, Sir, and you ſaid you did believe in the exiſtence 


of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments. I aſk you now upon 
the oath you have taken, have you always profeſſed that belief? 


A. Always. | | 
Q. I wiſh to have your anſwer correct and preciſe. — Do you: ſay, 
you always profeſſed it ? 


A. I do and did. „ Q From 


[5 


in 


ed 


id 


No. XZ. 1 


Q. From your education, you ought very well to underſtand the 
moral obligation of an oath. I prctuane you have often reflected 
upon it? 11 5473 
T [ have often thought of it; I hope with great reſpect. 15 
. By virtue of your oath, have you ever expreſſed wy other ſen- 
ment than reſpect of the obligation of an n £4 
A. Never to my knowledge. | | 
Q. Will you ſay upon your oath, that you never did por doy 
occaſion deliberately ſay, that an oath ought to be binding ſo far, 
and no longer, than it was conventent ? 5 
A. | | | | 
Did you in any manner deride the . nn of; an oath * 
A. | believe not. 
Q. Do you know a gentleman of the name of Bride ? 
A. 10% 
Q. Have you been in company with him? 
A. Very often. | 
Q. Did you in his company dende the moral obligation of 
an oath ? 
A. I do not recollect. 
Q. Were you in his company within the laf Gi months? 
A, I was. | 
Q Were you in the College with RE 
. I was. 
T In whoſe thamber 7 = 
A. Ido not believe I was in any chamber with tum theſe fix 


| months. 


Fo Were you any time before that ? 
. | have been in chambers with him. 
2 In whoſe chamber? 
A. Mr. Browne's. 
Q. Do you ſpeak politively ? 
A, I do. 
Q. Within how many months? 
A. Within a year. | 
Q. Was Mr. Bride there? | 
A. I could not be in company with him if he were not there. 
Q. O, I forgot, I believe my queſtion was as to your being in 


company with him. —Do you recollect any converſation i in that com- 


pany touching the ſubject of an oath ? 
A, I do not. Ce | | Q. You 


| | > No. xk. 


2. You will be the beſt judge yourſelf whether you can undertake 
to give a poſitive anſwer to my queſtion — Will you upon your oath 
ſay, that you did not in that e _ any contempt or de. 
riſion for an oath? 

A. I am confident I never did. 

Q. How long were you in the South Middleſex ? 

A. I do not know exactly; for I never ſaw my commiſſion. 

Q Tou mentioned that you had been much in the habit of dene 
political pamphlets from Mr. Byrne? | 

A. I ſaid ſo. 

Q. Had you been much in the habit of talking upon ſuch ſubjects 
A. Of politics, do you mean ?—Yes, I was. 

'Q. Had you been much in the habit of expreſſing your own 
political ſentiments Ong" the ſtate and affairs of your own 
country ? 

A. I generally uſed to chat there: when buying a book, I had 
ſome converſation about it. 

Q. I do not mean to . you to the time of tbarike! a book, 
but generally ? 

A. Very often—When in company I uſed to ſpeak upon that as 
upon other ſubjects. 

Q. I ſhould be glad to aſk, if you can \ recollect, whether the 
general ſtyle of your obſervations was in favour of the conduct of 
government, or the contrary ? 

A. The contrary. | | 

Q. That was the general and uy uniform line of your conver- 
ſation in company ? 

A. Generally fo. h 

Q. Was it pretty ſtrongly the contrary, or not? 

A. I do not know that it was very eg had that „ 

Q. Keeping at a due diſtance from 

ee, r. 

Q. From what, Sir? 

A. Any thing wrong, or injurious to myſelf. 

Q. Do you recollect People ſometimes make up their ſentiments 
to toaſts, and hand them about in that ſhape—Did you ever | 2s 
Republicaniſin ? | 

I do not recollect it—If that was the round, I gave it. 

8 If that was the round? 

. Toalts are generally given in rounds—ſometimes hunting— 
ſometimes 


ike 


8 


—[ ſuppoſe; not ? 
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«a of other kinde-If that was the round, I gave it as well 


as I could, 

Q. Do you recolle& any thing about the Kiogs of Eucoge, as to 
either good or bad health? _ 

A. Not the Kings of Europe. 

Q. Some of them ? 

A. Yes, I have drank them. 

Q. With great affection? 

A. I cannot fay with great affection ; 1 have Ss own King 
with regard, 

Q. Have you had much political converſation with Mr. n 


A. Never, but when I was buying a book in his ſhop. ” 
Q. That ſeems goes further than the title page with a bookſeller 


Did you make any particular profeſſions to him? -I ſuppoſe not? 


A. I do not recollect any till after the introduction to the Mr. 
Sheares's. 

Q. Never before, about your principles? 

A. Never about my principles. 

Q The propoſal to become acquainted with them was merely a 


wiſh of Mr. Byrne? 


A. I do not know with whom the wiſh originated. 


Q. He propoſed it, you ſaid ? 


A. I did fay, he propoſed it. | 
Q. You ſaid, you had no idea of what the ſubject was, or 


whether any ſubject was talked of, between you and Mr. Sheares ? 


A. No, Sir; I ſaid the contrary. 

Q. When Byrne e it, you ſaid you had no objection » 
A.. 

Fo Pray, Sir, do you know a gain of the name of Drought ? 
A. I do, a great many. 

5 Do you know the Drought, I mean? 

Ac 1 — not. 

Q. Have you no oonjecture of the Drought I mean? 


A. I have. 


What Drought i is it you mean? 
A. I do not know whom you mean. 
Q. What Drought do you gueſs at? 
A. TOW would not take my ns. OE: RE 
| Q. I will- 
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| to you ? 


we ſhot, another we hanged, and the third we flogged and made a 


tranſaction? 


mm 


27 ill What Drought did you ſuppoſe I aſked you about — 
Do you recollect having called any Mr. Drought to your window? 
A. I do; that gentleman is my firſt couſin. 


Then you know your couſin Drought Had you wy con- 
3 with him when you called him up? 
A. I had a good deal. t 
Q. For what time? 
A, Very near an hour. i 0 
Q. Do you recollect what the converſation was about ? 
A. Upon my word, I do not lt was common place—the com. 
mon news of the day—A good deal of it was profeſſions of joy at 
having ſeen each other; for we had not ſeen each other for ſome | 
time. | | | 
Q. Was this before or after you met with the wound ? | 


A. It was after. 
Q. Do you ir to have told him any thing that happened 


A. I ſuppoſe I told him all that happened to me. 
Q. Did you tell him any that happened about two 1 ed 
A. No, but about three. 
Q. Did you tell him you had hanged any of them? 
A. No, for that would not have been the fact. 
2 Did you tell him you had nod them up? 
A. No. 
* Or that you ordered them to be tied up ? 
No, | 
Q. Or that they were bad up? 
A. I did :I told him that one was tied up, 
Q. For what purpoſe ? A 
A. One was to be hanged, the other was to be flogged. We 
were going up Blackmore Hill under Sir James Duff--there was a 
party of rebels there—we met three men with green cockades—one 


guide of. 
Q. Which did you make the guide of:? x 
A. The one that was neither ſhot nor hanged. 
Q Did Mr. Drought ſay any thing to you as to the cruelty of the 


A. No: he might have ſaid N of the diſtreſſed ſituation 
of the country. 
| Q. Did 


ned 
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Q. Did he fay any thing as to-what you could expect hereafter ? p: | 


A. No, I do not recollect, that he did. 

Q. Did you ſay to him, © I thought you knew my ſentiments too. 
well long ſince upon the ſubject of futurity ?” 
A. I do not recollect ever. to have broached the ſubject of futurity 
to him. I always knew Mr. Drought's opinion of futurity.. 385 

Q. You never converſed with him upon the ſubject of a future | 
exiſtence ? 

A. Never: l do not relied it. 

Q. How long ago is it ſince the converſation you mentioned pe 

A. I do not recollect the day—it was fince the gth of June. Co- 
lonel Walpole's death was upon the 4th—but I ſhould think it was a 


fortnight after that, becauſe [ was not able to go to the window for a 


fortnight. 

Then it was within a ee you undertake to ay that 
you did not ay to him, You know my e ene upon luta⸗ 
ty ? 

A. I ſaid no ſuch things: 4 

Q. Will you give me leave to aſk you, had you ever been in any 
other military ſituation, a civico- military ſituation ? 

A. No. 

Q Did you know Archibald Hamilton Rowan ? 

| have ſeen him; but never knew him to ſpeak to him. 

8 Were you in his corps ? 

Never. 

L Do you recollect the National Guards in 1992 ? 

A. I do not recollect any thing of it. I have heard of Hamilton 
Rowan; I was only juſt of age at that time. 5 

Q. Were you in that corps? 

A. Never. 

QQ Did you make up the uniform ? „ 

A. Never: — I do not know the uniform. 1 might have had a 
coat anſwering the uniform ; but I never made it up for the corps, 
nor did J ever lee it. 

Q. Did you wear in the year 17 92, any dreſs like a uniform with 
green trowſers—buttons having a harp impreſſed without a crown, 
and green cockades ? 

A. Never. I had no green coat, nor buttons of that kind—l might 
have worn green when a boy. 5 


Croſs 
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Q. How long have you been in the King's County Militia? ? 
A. Since the 19th of January laſt. 5 
Have you declared it was in your power to bring over the 
king s County Militia, if there was a riſing? 

A. Never to any perſon but the Sheares' 5, and to Byrne after my 

introduction to them. 
DO. Do you recollect not having ſpoken favourably of the King of . 
England. Did vou ever ſay, © that if no other perſon could be 
found. to cut off the * of the King of England, 5 would do it 
yourſelf?” 

A. Never. 

Q. Are you poſitive you never did "= 

A. Never. 

Q. As you have been fond of buying new pamphlets as they 
came out, do you recollect to have bought the pamphlets of Paine? 
N. 1 have. | | 

Q Have you read them? 

A. I have read all that I got have not got them all. 

Q. You have read the Rights of Man” and the © Age of 
Reaſon ?” | 

A. I have. | 

NW, "6 you recollect having told any one, that they ns your 
cree 

A. No: I do not reeollect that I did. 

Q. Are you ſure you did not ſay it? 

A. I did not ſay it, becauſe I never —_ it. 


The following Paper, found by Alderman Alexander, in 
a Box i in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. Sheares, was read: 


Note. The words in Italics were interlined : Theſe between 
Crotchets were ſtruck acroſs with a pen. 


«& tIriſhmen, 
[“ Your Country is free; alf thoſe Montane who 8 Its 
* Government to opprels i its. people are in our hands, except ſuch 
” 2s Eve] | 


% Your. 


of 


ir 
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« Your Country is free and you are about to be avenged already] 
« that Vile Government which has ſo long and fo Cruelly oppreſſe 
« You, is no more; ſome of its moſt Atrocious Monſters have al- 
ready paid the forfeit of their Lives, and the reſt ate in our hands 
« [waiting their fate.] - The National Flag, the Sacred Green, is at 
« this Moment flying over the Ruins of Defpotiſm, and that Capital 
« which a few hours paſt [was the Scene] Witneſſed the Debauchery, 


4 [the Machinations] plots and Crimes of your Tyrants, is now the 


„Citadel of Triumphant Patriotiſm and Yirine, Ariſe then, United 


Sons of Ireland; ariſe like a great and powerful people, Deter- 


« mined to [live] be free or die, Arm Yourlelves by every means 
© in your power, and Ruſh like Lions on your Foes; Confider, 
« that in Diſarming your Enemy] for every Enemy you diſarm, 
« you arm a friend, and thus become doubly powerful; In the 
« Cauſe of Liberty, inaction is Cowardice, and the Coward ſhall 
&« forfeit the Property he has not the Courage to protect. Let his 
® Arms be Seized and Transferred to thoſe Gallant [Patriots] Spirits 
« who want, and will uſe them; Yes, Iriſnmen, we (ſwear by that 
« eternal Juſtice, in whoſe Cauſe you fight, that the brave Patriot, 
« who ſurvives the preſent glorious Struggle, and the family of him 
& who has fallen, or ſhall fall hereafter in it, ſhall Receive from the 
hands of a grateful Nation, an ample Recompence out of [thoſe 


funds] that property which the Crimes of our Enemies [ſhall] have 


« Forfeited into its hands, and his Name too] ſhall be Inſcribed on 
« the National Record of Iriſh Revolution, as a glonous Example to 
5 7 poſterity; But we likewiſe ſwear to puniſh Robbery with death and 
6c nfamy. : | Xa 9555 . ö 
1 alſo ſwear, that we will never Sheathe the Sword until 
every {perſon} being in the Country is reſtored to thoſe equal 
„Rights, which the God of Nature has given to all Men, — Until 
* an Order of things ſhall be eſtabliſhed, in which no Superiority 
* ſhall be acknowledged among the Citizens of Erin, but that 
* [which] of Virtue and Talent [ſhall Intitle to.] 1 
As for thoſe degenerate Wretches who turn their Swords againſt 


* their Native Country, the National Vengeance awaits them: Let 


them find no quarter unleſs they ſhall prove their Repentance by 
** ſpeedily deſerting, Exchanging from the Standard of Slavery, for 
* that of Freedom, under which their former Errors may be buried, 
* and they may Share the Glory and advantages that are due to the 
Patriot Bands of Ireland. „ 

| | cc Many 


j 


— — WS 
7 "Y — 


( 


as 4 | No. XX, 


£c 


cc 


_ 


cc 
cc 


6c 


Cc. 


« 


ec 
te 


cc 


- £66 


cc 
co 
cc 


— 


'TY 


Cc 
66 


cc 
cc 


1 


( 
cc 
cc 
£ 
40 


cc 
cc 
cc 
£6 


Breaſts, and have [already to] joined the National Standard; 
receive [thoſe] with open Arms, ſuch as ſhall follow ſo Glorious 


hired . Soldiery, or Ariſtocratic Yeomanry, they Cannot ſtand the 


cc 


* Attack them in every direction by Day and by Night; avail 


prelled Soil be purged of all its Enemies. 


* their [Murders, Cruel plots] Mercileſs Orders; Remember their 


« Many of the Military feel the love of Liberty glow within their 


an Example, they Can render ſignal Service to the Cauſe of 
freedom, and ſhall be rewarded according to their deſerts: But 
for the Wretch who turns his Sword againſt his Native Country, 
let the National Vengeance be Viſited on him, let him find no 
Quarter, Two other Crimes demand | 

„% Roule all the Energies of your Souls; call forth a the Merit 
and abilities which a Vicious Government Conſigned to obſcurity, 
and under the conduct of your Choſen Leaders March with a 
Steady Step to Victory; heed not the Glare of [a Mercenary] 


— 


Vigorous Shock of Freedom, [cloſe with them Man to Man, and 
let them ſee what Vigour the Cauſe of freedom can.] Their 
Trappings and their Arms will ſoon be Yours, and the Deteſted 
Government of England to which we Vow eternal hatred, thall 
learn, that the Trealures, | ſhe, it] they Exhauſts on {their merce- 
nary] its accoutered Slaves for the purpoſe of Butchering Iriſhmen, 
ſhall but further Enable us to turn their Swords on its devoted 


head. 


yourſelves of the Natural Advantages of your Country, which are 
Innumerable, and with which you are better acquainted than they; 
Where you cannot Oppoſe them in full force, Conſtantly haraſs 
their Rear and their flanks ; Cut off their proviſions and Magazines 
and prevent them as much as poſſible from Uniting their forces; 
let whatever Moments you Cannot ( paſs in] Devote to fighting for 
your Country, be [Devoted to} paſſed in learning how to fight for 
it, or preparing the means of War, for War, War alone muſt 
occupy every mind, and every hand in Ireland, until its long op- 


Vengeance, Iriſhmen, Vengeance on your Oppreſſors—Re-Y 
member what thouſands of your deareſt friends have periſhed by 


burnings, their rackings, their torturings, their Military Maſſacres, 
and their legal Murders, Remember ORR.” | 
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ULSTER KEY, 
: Hound among the Papers of Edward Rattigan, 


Counties I Guns 


A. 
B. Men . 2 Bayonets 
%%  -cT.- 3 Blunderbuſſes 
D. Bayonets 4 Men | 
E. Blunderbuſſes | 5 Piſtols 
F Piſtols ** 6 Swords | | 
J 7 Pikes 1 
H. Pikes | 8 Ball-cartridge 
I. Ball-cartridge 9 Blank do. 
EK. Balls f 10 Powder 
I. Hair-powder i 11 = 
M. Cannon | : 12 1b. Lead | 
25 Mortars | 13 Yeo. fs 
| Yeomen Friends 14 Cannon e 
2 Lead | 15 Militia frs. 
— 16 Do. enemies 
LL Antim | © 8 17 Veo. do. 
2 Down 6 Monaghan 18 Infantry frs. 
3 Derry 7 Tyrone 19 Volunteers old ones 
4 Armagh i Cavan 29 Ib. Ball 
g Fermanagh — — — — 
— — — — A. Dublin 
1 Work-houſe 35 B. County do. 
2 Barrack — 1 C. Louth 
3 Rotunda _ D. Finance T = ogy 


4 Ste hen's reen 
; 28 T. Finances 


217 7 


* fours +» 1.7.54 "—" 
„ Os * 
13 1 * No a 


218 


„55 


11 1 


Its * of U. 7 held at B. C. Poles, Dublin, 


No. XXI. 


N 7th 1797, 


Edward Maguire in the Chair. 


John Tench, Treaſurer. 


Edward Rattigan, Secretary. 


Edward Maguire 5 


2 John Tench | 

3 Edward Rattigan 

4 Patrick Shufficton 
5 James Lawler 

8 James Harlin 

7 Hugh Roſborough 

8 Thomas Cavanagh 
Robert Paxman 


10 William Salters 
11 John Murphy 

12 Patrick Howard 
13 G. Fitzſimons 
14 Thomas Gilligan 
15 John Higgins 
16 Luke Duigan 
17 Thomas Flynn 
18 e Maher 


8. d. 
1 


19 Sil. Fox 
20 John Dowling 
21 Owen Conner 
22 Peter Hays 


23 Arthur Connell 


24 John Fagan 
25 Nicholas Brogan 
26 Philip Crofton 


27 John Reilly 


28 Andrew Ennis 
29 Arthur Paſmer 


30 Bartholomew Carney 


31 Thomas Dunn 


32 Matthew Mcabe 


33 Wm. Ryan 


34 Andrew Nicholſon 


35 Richard Behan 
36 Philip e 


To enquire for og and Soran. 


* An 1 825 ſhilling ſubſcription "oy at each meeting: 


Several other papers were found with the —_ containing liſts of names 


and ſubſcriptions at meetings of United Iriſhmen. 
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UNITED MEN OF IRELAND. 


YOUR numbers have encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that you may | 
with truth be ſaid to be the People of Ireland, but your organization 


ſhould keep pace with your numbers; for without organization, 
how can your numbers or your ſtrength be brought to act? con- 


ſider the preſent moment, a moment when France, aiter conquer- 


ing tne arnues of the Deſpots of Europe, is marching her ſoldiers 
to her coſts, a moment when France, collecting the Navies of 


Spain, Holland, Venice and her own, is preparing one hundred 
and ſeventy ſhips of the line, to tranſport thoſe conquerors of the 
Deſpots of the continent, that they may pour them on England, 


Scotland and Ireland, filled with millions, united in the glorious 
cauſe of freedom, anxious to receive them. In a mo:1nent when 
deſpotiſm, founded on the uſurpation of every popular right, and 
ſupported by corruption and tyranny, is ready to fall to pizces. into 
a gulph of bankruptcy and ruin: Is this a moment for you to be un- 


prepared? Is this a time for you to abate your perſeverance, your 


patience, or your ſpirit ? Conſult your reaſon, it will tell you that 


your ſtrength conſiſts in your being a cordially unrreD, and tho- 
roughly well oRGANIZED Boby. Do not then hearken to thoſe 


men, who will tell you to diſcontinue your organization, or from 
chooſing your Repreſentatives. Let ſobriety, let good character, 
let courage, let talents be the qualities which ſhall direct your 


choice. Purge your ſocieties of all ſuſpicious or doubtful men. 


No doubt at this inſtant, thoſe you ele& will have to fill poſts of 
danger, but ere long they will be poſts of honour and of fſatety. 
Above all be mindful of the folemn oath you have taken to promote 


uNioN amongſt Iriſhmen of every Sect and Religion. Disuxiox has 


been the means by which Ireland has been enſlaved for the centuries 


that are paſt, in UNION on!y can Ireland find her ſalvation. Be 


diſcreet and avoid drunkenneſs, be firm, but be patient and avoid 


riots. In a word unITz and ORGANIZE, and rely on it ere long 


you muſt be FREE. 


Reſolved, that it is ordered, that each Barony do pay into the 
NATION three pence per mouth each man at the leaſt, whillt thoſe 


ho are rich do pay according to their abilities. 


Reſolved, that no man dd pay except to his own Treaſurer.” 
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_ Reſolved, that the taking of arms by force from houſes 5 
attended with great evil, and productive of no good; therefore 
any men impriſoned therefor, ſhall not be maintained by their 


Bo cieties. 


EReſolved, that United Men are ſtrictly forbidden to attend to any 
orders which do not come regularly through their Repreſentatives. 


I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, in the awful preſence of Gob, 
that I will obey whatever orders I may receive from my ſuperior 
officer, for the purpoſe of freeing my country. So help me God, 
as I keep this ſacred obligation. 15 | 


Many thouſands more found with' this among the papers of 
Edward Rattigan, „ : 


ä TEST 
I, A. B. as private, do voluntarily declare, that I will come 
forward when called on by ſerjeant or ſuperior officer, and aid 
them as far as in my power lies, in any eligible manner that may 
tend to the eſtabliſhment of Liberty, or the Freedom of Ireland, 


BER TLANLTL s TEASE... | 

I, A. B. as ſerjeant, do voluntarily declare, that I will come 
forward when called on by my captain or ſuperior officers, and aid 
them as far as in my power lies 1n any eligible manner that may 
tend to the eſtabliſhment of Liberty, or the Freedom of Ircland, 
I do further declare, that I will not call forward under arms any 
of the men conſigned to ny command, without the authority of 
my ſuperior officers or commander, except in a caſe of emergency, 
when ſuch authority cannot be obtained; and that I will not riſk 
by any illegal meeting the ſafety of any individuol under my 
command, ; | | 


1 


4 


| __ COMMANDING OFFICER's TEST. 
I, A. B. as captain, colonel or commander, do voluntarily de- 
clare, that I will aid to the utmoſt of my ſkill and power the men 
under my command, in any eligible manner that may tend to the 
eſtabliſhment of Liberty or the Freedom of Ireland. I do further 
declare, that I will not call forward under arms any individual 
conſigned to my command, without the approbation of the ſu- 
perior authorities, - © 


Extract from the Trial of the Rev. William Fackſon, for High £ 
Treaſon, in the King's Bench of Ireland, 23d April 1795. 


ArroxNEr GCzwezar. Do you recolle& any converſation de. 


tween 1 Jackſon and Mr. Lewins at oy time ? 


At any time? Yes. 

Where and when; 

At Hyde's Coffee-houſe. 
In what chamber? 

I believe in that where 1 ſlept. 
Can you recolle& what that converſation was? 

That was as to Mr. Leroins aſking Mr. Jackſon for ſome 
written documents or authorities; that he might produce them to. 
Mr. Rowan, in order that Mr. Rowan might with cane talk 
to Mr. Jackſon. 

Q. Who is the Mr. Rowan you ſpeak of? | 

A. Mr. Hamilton Rowan, I think, they called him. 

0 Where was he at that time? 
| In Newgate. - 

Q Can you tell whether Mr. Eee and Mr. TP tos any 
converiation reſpecting Mr, Rowan before? 

A. I cannot ſay to that. 

Q. Did you not fay that Mr. Lewins came to aſk Fackſon had 


re > 


| he any written document that he might produce to Refer to con- 


vince him he might talk with confidence: 7 

A. i 

). What anſwer did Jachſon give to that requeſt? 

A. I believe he gave him ſome paper. 

Q. Did you ſee whether he gave any ? 

A. I cannot ſwear that I ſaw him deliver the papers into his 
hand. 

Q. Did Fackſon tell you whether he had delivered them! 25 

A. He did tell me that he had delivered ſome papers to Lewins, - 
and: that he wathed he had them again. „ 


0. Did 
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Did he tell you why he wiſhed to have them again? | 
A. He ſaid he would not truſt them with Lewins if he had 
them back. | 
Did he tell you what thoſe papers were ? 
He did not. | ie 
Do you know whether he ever got ew back ? | 
I believe he did. 2 
Did he ever tell you whether he did or not ? 
Not directly in thoſe words. oo | 
In what words then ? 
I can only ſay I believe he did get them back again, but! | 


3 >P>P>P 0 


cannot ſwear that Mr. Fackſon ſaid “Mr. Lewins has iven me 
theſe papers.” —1 have every reaſon to believe that he did g ct tem | 


cr, c 
Q. Can you recollect how ſoon Aer your arrival this conver- | 
ſation was? 
A. Can you tell me the date of our arrival? 


Mr. Attorney General. I am not to tell you any thing, l 


Witneſs. We arrived on the ſecond or third, and I ſhould ſup. 
poſe it was four or five days after, but I can't ſ peak poſitive. | 

Q. Had YFack/on any interview with Rowan? 

A. He had. 

Q. When had he the firſt ? 25 


A. Do you atk me in point of date ? 


Mr. Attorney General. If you recolle& how ſoon after the con- 
verſation with Lewins.? 


A. I believe a day or two after me converſation with Lewins. 
Lou believe / 
A. I may have hurried myſelf in ſaying believe ; I bnow that 


he had an interview. | | | 1 
Q. Were you preſent? 45 5 „ 1 
A. Ye : 


Had he none previous to that that you were preſent at? 


K I believe he had; if that be not eVINeNee, I cannot ſay 
more. . 


Q. Did 


N „ 


Did Zack/on ſay he had an interview ? | 

He told me he had ſeen Mr. Rowan. : 

That was before you were preſent ? _ 

It was. 1 

And either a day or two after Lewins called for the pa- 


Pe 


It. was. 
Did Fackſon tell you has paſſed between him 26 Rewan | 
at that interview, or any part of it? 
A. He told me he was much ſatisfied with Mr. Ret; that | 
his manners were very much thoſe of a gentleman. I recolle&: 
9 more. 
Q. Re. Jackſon tell you whether he was to ſee Reid _ 
or not? 
A. He ſaid he was. 
Did he tell you when that meeting was to be, and what the 
objet of it was? | 
A. I don't think he ſaid what it was—yes—he ſaid it was to 
breakfaſt. 1 
He did not tel you the object 4 
No, I think not. | 
Did he tell you who was to be thare' ? 
Md. : 
Did he go? 
Yes, he went there certainly. 
How do you know? 
I went with him. | 
How ſoon was this after the firſt meeting? 
Within the compaſs of three or four 58 or a week, 


certainly. 
Q. Was there any other perſon with Rowan when you were 


there ? 
A. really believe can't ſpeak poſitive, and I'll tell you 
Wwhy— there was two or three meetings, and I can't tell at which 
| —there was a relative of Mr. Rowan, I think his father or father- 


in-law. 


Q 
„A. 
Q. 

"© 
5. 
0 


7 be Dare FPrOP 


Did that relative continue during the whole time you were 
there ? 
A. No—he went away. 


Q. Do 
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Do you remember whether there was any ts elfe ? 

A I think Mr. Tone was there, I cannot poſitively ſwear. 

Q. Do you remember what was the ſubject of the converſation 
there ? 

A. It was on politicks. 

* What politicks? 

Triſh affairs. 

2 In what reſpect. 

A. A great deal was ſaid about the United Triſbmen of which 
Mr. -Rowan was a member; ſome pamphlets were read, and ſome 
other matters talked of between them—and there was a conver. 
fation about the diſſatisfaction of the e in ſome part of the 
kingdom. 

Were you preſent at a meeting with Jackſon and Rowan 
when Tone was preſent : ? 
A. I was. | 
Did you know, previous to going, who was to be there? 

A. I now begin to recolle&, but I am not poſitively certain, 
Fackſon ſaid Tone was to be there. 

Q. Did you meet any perſon there ? 
A. TI met Mr. Tone there. 


3 CLONMELL. Was that the firſt meeting or the ſecond ? 
A. I am not ſure ; but at ſome meeting I met Mr. Tone there. 
Can you tell for what purpoſe Jackſon went to meet Tone 
there, or for what purpoſe he was there? 
MI. Jackſon did not tell me for what PrP he was to 
be there. 
85 Was there any other perſon preſent. but T; OF: Nous, 
Fackſon, and you ? ” 
i. Ng. | 
Can you tell what was the purport of the converſation ? 
A. I ſhall be very little able to complete an anſwer to that 
queſtzon, becauſe I did not particularly wiſh to make ek maſ⸗ 
ter of that converſation in foto. 
Be pleaſed to inform the Court what you do recollect of 
that converſation. 
A. There was ſome paper produced, it was in the hands of 
Tone and it was read by him and Rowan. 


Lord 


tion 


us xxit, 5. 1 
Lord S Read aloud ? 
A. Not ſo loud that I could vader it; 


Mr. Attorney General, Did you fee that paper again nt {any 
time? 
A. I had it once. 
Q Would you-know it again? 
I made no mark on it. 


Mr. Auorney General. I did not aſk you has. 

Mitngſi. If I were to ſee it I would make you an anſwer whe- 
ther I would know it or not; before that I cannot give an apa 

Lou read it? ; | 

A No, never. | 

Q. What converſation paſſed at the wedGng here 7 one was ? 
I don't aſk you the particular words. 

A. The converſation among the three wasthe forming a' plan, ; 


or talking of a plan, to ſend ſomebody to France. 


Q Was any particular perſon mentioned to go on thas errand. 
A. Mr. Tone was aſked to go. 


Lord CLoNUIII. What to go ? 
A. To go. 


Mr. Attorney General. For what purpoſe” was he to go? 


A. underſtood —— | 
Q. Did you underſtand from the Sonverlatiog for what pelt 


Tone was to go to France? 


"Mr: Curran. It is impoſſible to ſuftain-the ane that is. put | 


in law—did he underſtand—it is not a legal queſtion, - and for 


one reaſon as good as a thouſand, that it would be impoſſible to 


indiect a witneſs for perjury upon ſuch teſtimony. 


The Court. You need not go further into the _— — ro 
the witneſs.) Did you hear the converſation ? 4 

A. Tes. e 

Q. Did you underſtand it? 

A. How do mean 17. „ 1 | 
How de mean in part : 55 . 3 


— 
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A. They were at one corner of the room, and 1 in Another 
with a book in my hand, and T. did not hear enough to ſtate wha 
they ſaid. 


Mr. Attorne S Do you know for wliat pusppte Ton 
was to go to France? T7 

A. I cannot ſay, but from my own conjeckure. 5 

Q. Did Jactſon ever tell you for what purpoſe Tune was to 

0! 

. Never directly ſo; but from * I underſtood = Fy "OP 
general converſations, I am well ſatisfied what the wine Was 
in my OWN mind 


. The Court. What did he 15 
A. I cannot repeat it. 
Q. What was the ſubſtantial import | # 
A. The ſubſtantial import was that he was to go to France 
mo a per as I underſtand—thoſe n never ſaw. . 
G. Did Mr. Tone agree to go? 

& At one time he ſaid he would, at another time he re. 

- ceded; he gave his reaſons for agreeing" to go,and for ere 


* 


Mr. Curran. Was Mr. Fackſon preſent | ? 
A. At the reaſons that he firſ gave, Mr. Jad was -not 
gs ho 
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. 45 Had you a e with Ton one and Rowan ; when Jackſon Was 
Not preſent? +! - 
+: *%. A. Ves. | 


Q. Did you ever hear 7 one . any reaſons for going or not 
going when Jachſon was e 5% 

A. Les Sir. 

Q> Where was that? 

A. At Newgate, © 

Q. Who was preſent? 

A. Mr. Rowan, Mr. Tone and J. 

Q. Was Fackſon preſent ? 
. I think he * evidence was objected to.] 1 
Q. Were 


ther 
Vat 
Ton- 
to 


"ON 
Was 


Net 


as 


Ot 


e 
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Were you at Rowan” 8 lodgings at . at any * 
meeting than thoſe you have mentioned ? © 
A. How many have I mentioned? 


1 


Did you, ever ſee any other perſon beſides Tone at Regs! 


lodgings in Nezwgare ? 
A. Yes, I ſaw Dr. Reynolds. 
Q. Was Tong preſent at either of them? ? 
A, Once he was. 
Q. How often! 8 
A. Once if not twice. 
Q. Did you ſee him there more e than once? 
A. U think twice —'tis a year ago, and I have had that on 
my mind fince, that has ſhattered my memory yery much, 


Was * preſent at either of thoſe meetings that Kg. 


10905 was at! 
A. I don't know. how to ſwear: poſitively—T. think he was. 
Did you go alone to the meeting? 
A. I can't tell- I was alone more than once at Mr. Roꝛvan 8. 
Jak you did you go alone to the meeting at which Dr. 
Reynolds was preſent ? 


A. If I cauld have anſwered that queſtion 1 would have faved 


you the trouble of repeating it. 
Q. What, conyerſation,. paſſed between Rowan, Kane and 


Tone when, you. ſaw them together? | A ab W 
"Counſel for the priſoner objected to this POR ale, 5 ; 


being proved to haye been preſent, ] 


Reynolds? © 

A. I had. 

Q. What was the ſobſtatice of it ? 

A. The ſubſtance of it was, as to his being 2 proper or an 
improper perſon to go to France. 


Queſtion by the Court. What did Fackſon ſay on that djd z. 
A. Mr. Jackſon ſaid he did not ſo much approve « him as 


of Mr. Tone. 8 Ip. 


Q. Had you any conyerſation with Jackſon rſpeing 1 Dri - i 
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Mr. Albeney "SU Did he tell you Why! 8 

A. I cannot anſwer that he told me why—the reaſon - why, 1 
thought, I am convinced 
| ae} Did Jachſon tell you on what errand e was to hav 

one 
The ſame of Tone's. 

| . What was that? | 
. Tg carry ſome paper to France. 


Queſtion by the Court. How do you know | ? 

A. Becauſe the paper, whatever it was, was drawn 3 ** 
gate while I was there. 

Do you know this from your own knowledge, or Gi 
Jackſon tell you ? 

A, I cannot ſay that he told me ſo in hæc verba, _ 

k Q Can you tell ſubſtantially what you. heard from the pri. 
oner ? 

A. In ſubſtance, it was, that he was to go to France with 
ſome inſtructions to the French. It is very difficult to repeat con- 
verſations with accuracy; I haye heard this 3 in many alternate con- 

verſations with Fack/on, with Tone, with Reynolds and with Rowan, 


Mr. Curran. My client is to be affected by no converſation 
that 3 is not ſworn to have been in his preſence ; the. witneſs ſays 
there were ſome converſations at which he was not preſent, and 
therefore it is neceſſary the witneſs ſhould ſwear poſitively that 

| Fackſon was ER,” when any _ reſpecting thoſe inſtructions 


. 


Mineſi. Originally Tone was to have gone, but "i left Dublin 


abruptly without ſaying whether he would or would not go, and 
then Mr. Rowan applied to Dr. Reynolds J believe. If I am not 

int blank in my anſwers, you will let me tell why, 1. am. not 
2 for I would not leave the Court under the impreſſion that I 
would wilfully conceal- any: thing. 


Then Fackſon told — that Re nolds was to g0- to France 
and take a paper ; ou you learn from im in converſation what 


that paper Was ? 


A. 90 


„1 


we 
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A. 80 many converſations we have had, that it draws me into 
1 maze which of them I ſhall think of. I was many weeks in 
company with the priſoner, and the ſubje& was talked of re- 
N I cannot tell the preciſe words. . 
You miſtake me, I aſked you of converſations in general 
beteten you and Fackſon. —Did he ever tell you for what pur- 
pole Reynolds was to be ſent to France? 

A, To take ſome written paper with him, to the French Con- 
vention I believe; I cannot ſay poſitively. | 
Q. Did Jackjon tell you at _y time or in any converſation 

for what purpoſe Reynolds was to go? | 
A. I don't know hoy to anſyer, there are 1 many anſwers to 
be given this queſtion. 


Lord CroxnEII. Did you draw any n from thels ; 
converſations for what purpoſe he was to be ſent ! ? 1 | 


Curran. I beg your Lordſhip? 8 n but the vac, 


vill e conceive that he has a night to 'givs his own opinion in an- 


ſwer to that queſtion. 


Lord CLoxuRELEI, Did you underſtand unequivoonlly': 4 
thoſe conyerſations what he was to be ſent for did Jacłſon ever 
tell you for what POPE: or to whom Reynolds or Tone wers to 


go? 


A. They were to go to France.—l cannot tell, in- what words 
to put my anſwer I cannot ſay to whom they were to go; 3 
was to ſay one perſon I might be wrong, for it was my own une | 
derſtanding of it. I underſtood. from general. converſations con- 
ſtantly had, that they were to go with ſome papers: to France. I 
cannot repeat Jacthſon's words, my own words will: be any. under. 
ſtanding of his words. in | 


Attorney General. The witneſs ſaid he had already heard ſo i in 


alternate converſations with Fackſon, Tone, &c. 


Witneſs. I adhere to that ſtill. 


Lord CLONMELL. 66 With bn for the French!” Lor 
hat purpoſe ? 
1 A. I 
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| ſhall there catch up what I ſaid before—l under/tood they 
to have written ie, Wi 157 Reel but What the 
were 1 don't know, | | 


| Attorney General. To what part of France was "he meſſenger ta 


"A, J underſtood they were ta go to Parit. 

* From whom did you under ſtand that? 2 

5 ” From them all. 

: Q. DP. Fe Tone or Knake te receive any encoyrigemient to 


Q. Either Tone or or Reynolds i in your preſence ? 1 
. Tes. | | 
Q. By whom? 
* By the priſoner and 1 gp : 
, What were the encouragements that Jochen held out to 


That he * ind the French a generous, and, I think, 
a brave people—a generous people. 
Was there any thing 1 in the converſation that led Jaclſn 
10 15 that? 
A. What brought that ſpeech from jaclhin I profume.: way 
owing to the difficulties that Tone raiſed to his going. | 
Q. What were they? 
A, A wife and family. | 
* Were there any others mentioned? 
„ A! The loſs of opportunities which ____ very. likely ariſe 
from his remaining in this kingdom. = 
a Did: Jackſon arg Reynolds encouragement to go, or uſe 
any perſuaſions? 
A. Not much—he did not tka him; he Nen rather = han 
had Foe, | 


1 
* 


ey 
ey 


ta 


to. 


ſe 


” * 


State of Ireland, prepared for the purpaſe of being ſent to France 


| by Dr. Jackſon, and proved on his ; rial. 44 


% THE ſituation of Ireland and England is fundamentally diffes 
rent in this the government of England is national, that of Beland 
provincial. - The intereſt of the fir | 

people—df the laſt directly oppoſite, The people of Ireland” afe 
divided into three ſects ; the Eſtabliſhed Church ths Diffefiters, 


and the Catholics ; the firſt infinitely the ſmalleſt portiofi, have 
engrofled beſides the whole church patronage, all the profits and 


honours of the ee excluſively, and a very great ſhare of the 
landed property. They are of courſe ariſtocrats, adverſe to any 


change, and decided enemies of the French Revolution. The 


Diſſenters which are much more numerous, are the moſt enlight- 


ened body of the nation, they are ſteady republicans, devoted to 


liberty and through all the ſtages of the French Revolution, have 


been enthuſiaſtically attached to it. The Catholics, the great body 


of the people, are in the loweſt degree of ignorance, and are ready 
for any change, becauſe no change can make them worſe... The 
Europe, may, be ſaid to be Catholic. ; They have within theſe two 
years received a, certain degree of information and manifeſted a 

roportionate degree of diſcontent, by various inſurrections, &c. 

hey are a bold hardy race, and make excellent ſoldiers. There 
is no where a higher ſpirit of ariſtocracy than in all the. privileged 
orders, the clergy = gentry of Ireland, down to the very loweſt, 
to countervail 5 1855 there appears now a ſpirit riſing in the people 
which never exiſted er np: which is Pag molt rapidly, 
as appears by the Defenders as they are called, and other Inſurgents. 
If the pepple of Ireland be 4,500,000, as it ſeems probable they are, 


whole peaſantry of Ireland, the moſt oppreſſed and wretched in 


the eſtabliſhed church may be reckoned at 4 50,000, the* diſſenters 


at 900,000, the catholics at 3,150,000. The prejudices in England 
are adverſe to the French nation under whatever form of govern- 
ment. It ſeems idle to ſuppoſe the preſent rancour apainſt the 
French is owing merely to their being republicans; it bas been 
cheriſhed by the manners of four centuries and aggravated by 
continual wars. It is morally certain that any invaſion of England 
would unite all ranks in oppoſition to the invaders. In Ire and, 


a conquered, oppreſſed and infulted country, the name of England 


and her power is univerſally odious, ſave with thoſe who have — 
„ nod r intere 
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ihtereſt in maintaining it: a body however only formidable fron; 
ſituation and property, but which the firſt convulſion would level 
in the duſt ; on the contrary, the great bulk of the people of Ire: 
land would be ready to throw off the yoke in this country, if they 
faw. any force ſufficiently ſtrong to reſort to for defence until ar. 
rangements could be made; the diflenters are enemies to the Engliſh 
power from reaſon and from reflection, the eatholics from a hatred 
of the Engliſh name; in a word, the prejudices of one country are 
directly adverſe, of the other directly favourable to an invaſion, 
Ihe government of Ireland is only to be looked upon as a govern: 
'ment of force, the moment a ſuperior force appears, it would 
tumble at once, as being founded neither in the intereſts nor in 
the affections of the people. It may be ſaid, the people of Ireland 
ſhew no political exertion. In the firſt place, public ſpirit is com. 
pletely depreſſed by the recent perſecutions of ſeverat. The con. 
vention act, the gun-powder, &c. &c. Declarations of govern 
ment, parliamentary unanimity, or declarations of grand juices, 
all proceeding from ariſtocrats, whoſe intereſt is adyerſe to that 
of the people, and who think ſuch conduct neceſſary for their 
_ ſecurity are no obſtacles ; the weight of ſuch men falls in the 
if gere, welfare, and their own tenantry and dependants would 
Nofert and turn againſt them, the people have no way of expreſſing 
their diſcontent civiliter which is at the ſame time greatly aggra- 
vated by thoſe meaſures, and they are on the other hand in that 
Semi-barbarous ſtate which is of all others the beſt adapted for 
making War. The ſpirit of Ireland cannot therefore be calculated 
from newſpaper. publications, county meetings, &c. at which the 
gentry only meet and ſpeak for themſelves. They are ſo ſituated 
that they have but one way left to make theit ſentiments known, 
and that is by War. The church eſtabliſhment and tythes are 
very ſevere grievances, and have been the cauſe of numberleſs local 
inſurrections; in a word, from reaſon, reflection, intereſt, prejudice, 
the ſpirit of change, the miſery of the great bulk of the nation, and 
above all, the hatred of the Engliſh name refulting from the tyranny 
of near ſeyen centuries, there ms little doubt but an invaſion and 
ſyfficient force would be ſupported by the people. There is ſcarce 
any army in the country, and the militia, the bulk of whom are 
Catholics, would to a moral certainty refuſe to act, if they ſaw ſuch 
a force as they could look to for ſupport.” . 
The above Extrafts are taken from the Report of the Trial of Dr. Jackſon, 
ns by Meſſrs. Ridgeway, Schoales and Lapp, and "© © 
- _ publiſhed by J. Exfhaw, Dublin. 
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— of the following were found in ſeveral Places. 


Inſtructions drawn up by the Provincial Commons of Leinfter, 1 19ʃ⁰ 
April, 1798. 
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Provincial, 19th a—-m_ 1798; | 
INSTRUCTIONS. 4 


iſt, 41 return of maiſicets i in each regiment. 


2d. Six good flints and a ſufficient quantity et eee for edch 
muſket to be got directly. 

3d. A man to be got in each regiment or barony who under ends 
making ball cartridges, and a cartridge ſtick to be got for each c com- 
pany, the men to inſtruet others in making cartridges. | 


4th, One bullet 3 muſt be had for each company at OY 


5th. Powder of each regiment to be kept i poſſible by the Gels 
nel, or ſome other ſhop-keeper who can be depended on, the pow- 
der by no means to be buried. fy 


6th. Each regiment to find a perſon who has 8 in the” army. 
or militia, to act as adjutant, this man to drill the captains, who are 
to drill the ſerjeants, who are to drill the men; the adjutant to go 
through the companies by rotation, and to be paid by the Baronial 
Committee. 


7th. A ſtandard to be got for each company ten feet 3 with a 
pike in the end, the flag | to be of green ſtuff, about two feet ſquare. 


sth. Each company to provide a hord, a bugle-horn if poſſible, if 
not a cows-horn, the perſon appointed to have them to learn three 
ſounds, firſt an aſſembly, ſecond a charge, third a call of captains to 


alemble, 
Gs 3 gth. Every 


d xxl 


th. Every man to provide himſelf with an havre· ſack, and if poſ. 
ſible to have conſtantly by him at leaſt a week's proviſion. | 


roth. Every man to keep kettles or pots in readineſs. 


11th, Every ſerjeant's diviſion to be provided with one ſhovel, every 
ſecond diviſion with one fork, every third with one pick, every divi. 
| ion with one bill-hook, and every company with one axe. 


12th. Every company to have one good car and horſe, both in good 
and perfect order for work. | 


13th. Every man to provide himſelf with ſtraps to carry his great 
coat or blankets, alſo. ſmall ſtraps for his can and ſpoon. 


14th. A bit of green ſtuff, or any other colour, to be faſtened at 
the end of each pike, as it has a great effect in frightening the horſes 
of cavalry. i ime a 
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The Declarations, Reſolutions, and Conſtitution of the Societies of 
United Iriſhmen, * 


DECLARATION any RESOLUTIONS. 


In the preſent æra of reform, when unjuſt governments are falling 
in every quarter of Europe; when religious perſecution is compelled 
to abjure her tyranny over conſcience ; when the rights of men are 
aſcertained in theory, and that theory ſubſtantiated by practice; when 
antiquity can no longer defend abſurd and oppreſſive forms, againſt © 
the common ſenſe and common intereſts of mankind ; when all 
governments are acknowledged to originate from the people, and 
to be ſo far only obligatory, as they protect their rights and promote 
their welfare: we think it our duty as Iriſhmen to come forward, and 
ſtate what we feel to be our heavy grievance; and what we know to 
be its effetual remedy : we have no National Government; we are 
ruled by Engliſhmen, and the ſervants of Engliſhmen, whoſe object 
is the intereſt of another country; whoſe inſtrument is corruption, 
and whoſe ſtrength is the weakneſs of Ireland ; and theſe men have 
the whole of the power and patronage of the country, as means to 
ſeduce and ſubdue the honeſty of her repreſentatives in the Legiſla- 
ture, Such an extrinſic power acting with uniform force, in a direc- 
tion too frequently oppoſite to the true line of our obvious intereſts, 
can be reſiſted with effect ſolely by unanimity, deciſion, and ſpirit in 
the people; qualities which may be exerted moſt legally, conſtitution- 
ally and efficaciouſly, by that great meaſure, eſſential to the proſpe- 
rity and freedom of Ireland; an equal Repreſentation of all the Peo- 
ple in Parliament, | 


Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we have agreed to.form an aſſoci- 
ation, to be called the Society of United Iriſhmen, and we do pledge 


E ourſelves to our country, and mutually to each other, that we will 


ſteadily ſupport, and endeavour by all due means to carry into effect 
the following reſolutions : | | 


| 1ſt, Reſolved, That the weight of Engliſh influence in the go- 


vernment of this country is ſo great, as to require a cordial 19% 
among all the People of Ireland, to maintain that balance which is 
eſſential to the preſervation of our liberties, and extenſion ot our 


commerce. | | 1 
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2d. That the ſole conſtitutional mode by which this influence ean 
be oppoſed, is by a complete and radical reform of the repreſentation 
of the people in parliament. | 1 „„ wy 

zd. That no reform is practicable, efficacious or juſt, which ſhall 
not include [ri/bmen of every religious perſuaſion. : 
Satisfied, as we are, that the inteſtine diviſions among Iriſhmen 
have too often given encouragement and impunity to profligate, auda. 
cious and corrupt adminiſtrations, in meaſures which, but for theſe 
diviſions they durſt not have attempted. We ſubmit our reſolutions 
to the nation, as the baſis of our political faith, We have gone to 
What we conceive to be the root of the evil. We have ſtated what 
ve conceive to be the remedy. With a parliament thus formed, every 
thing is caſy—without it nothing can be done: - and we do call on, 
and moſt earneſtly exhort our countrymen in general to follow our 
example, and to form ſimilar ſocieties in every quarter of the king- 
dom, for the promotion of conſtitutional knowledge, the abolition of 
bigotry in religion and politics, and the equal diſtribution of the 
Rights of Man throughout all ſects and denominations of Iriſhmen, 
The people when thus collected, will feel their own weight, and ſe- 
cure that power which theory has already admitted as their portion, 
and to which, if they be not arouſed by their preſent provocations to 
vindicate it, they deſerve to forfeit their pretenſions for ever. 


| CONSTITUTION, 


iſt. This ſociety is (conſtituted for the purpoſe of forwarding a 
brotherhood of affection, a communion of rights, and an union of 
power among Iriſhmen of every religious perſuaſion ; and thereby to 
obtain a complete reform in the legiſlature founded on the principles 
of civil, political, and religious liberty, 5 | | 

2d. Every candidate for admiſſion into this ſociety ſhall be pro- 
poſed by one member and ſeconded by another, both of whom ſhall 
vouch for his character and principles. The candidate to be balloted 
for on the ſocieties ſubſequent meeting, and if one of the beans ſhall 
be black, he ſhall ſtand rejected. | 5 

3d. Each ſociety ſhall fix upon a weekly ſubſcription ſuited to the 
circumftances and convenience of its numbers, which they ſhall regu- 
larly return to their Baronial by the proper officer. | 


4th. 


2 v 


ww 


an 4th. The officers of this ſociety ſhall be a ſecretary and treaſurer, 
on who ſhall be appointed by ballot every three months: on every firſt 
meeting in November, February, May and Auguſt. e 
all sth. A ſociety ſhall conſiſt of no more than twelve members, and 

thoſe as nearly as poſſible of the ſame ſtreet or neighbourhoed, 
en whereby they may be all thoroughly known to each other, and their 
la- conduct be ſubject to the cenſorial check of all. 7 De nh 
ſe MY 6th. Every perſon elected a member of this ſociety ſhall, previous 
ns to his admiſſion take the following et. But in order to diminiſh 
to MW riſque, it ſhall be taken in a ſeparate apartment, in the preſence of 
"at the perſons who propoſed and ſeconded him only, after which the 
r7 new member ſhall be brought into the body of the ſociety, and there 
n, vouched for by the ſame, | „ aj 


of 1 8 Ti 
n. „ « In the awful preſence of God, 


n, « J, A. B. do voluntarily declare, that I will perſevere in endea- 

to M «© vouring to form a brotherhood of affection among Iriſhmen of 
« every religious perſuaſion, and that I will alſo perſevere in my en- 
« deayours to obtain an equal, full and adequate repreſentation of al} 
« the people of Ireland. I do further declare that neither hopes, 
« fears, rewards or puniſhments ſhall ever induce me, directly or in- 

| directly, to inform on or give evidence againſt any member or 

a members of this or ſimilar ſocieties, for any act or expreſſion of 

of | *« theirs, done or made collectively or individually in or out of this 

to « ſociety, in purſuance of the ſpirit of this obligation.“ 


»th. No perſon, though he ſhall have taken the Tef, will be con- 


0- ſidered as an United Iriſhman, until he has contributed to the funds 

all of the inſtitution, or longer than he ſhall continue to pay ſuch con- 

ed tribution, - — | 5 | | 

all | 8th. No communication relating to the buſineſs of the inſtitution 
ſmall be made to any United Iriſhman on any pretence whatever, ex- 

he cept in his own Society or Committee, or by ſome member of vis. 

U- own Society or Committee. = 


gth. When the Socicty ſhall amount to the number of twelve 
h. members, it ſhall be equally divided by lot) Societies in was ry 
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places to divide as may beſt ſuit their local ſituation) that is, the 
names of all the members ſhall be put into a hat or box, the Secre. 
tary or Treaſurer ſhall draw out fix individually, which fix ſhall be t 
conſidered the ſenior Society and the remaining fix the junior, who ll ( 
ſhall apply to the Baronial Committee, through the Delegates of the 
ſenior Society, for a number. This mode ſhall be purſued until the 
whole ncighbourhood is organized. 5 , 


Order of Buſineſs at Meetings. 


iſt, New members read declaration and teſt, during which ſubſcrip- f 
tions to be collected. „ | 

2d. Reports of committees received, _ 1 

zd. Communications called for. | . Wi 

4th. Condidates ballotted for. r 

5th. Candidates propoſed. 


Conſtitution of Committees. 
Baronial Committees, 
iſt, When any barony or other diſtrict ſhall contain from four to 


ten Societies, the Secretaries of theſe ſhall conſtitute a Lower Ba- 
ronial Committee, they ſhould not exceed ten and be numbered in . 


the order of their formation. © 
2d. An Upper Baronial to conſiſt of ten Secretaries from ten 
Lower Baronials. N | « 


3d. Baronial Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Societies ſ * 
of a contiguous barony, provided ſaid barony did not contain four IW* 


Societies. 
County Committees. 


iſt, When any county ſhall contain four or more Upper Baronial 
Committees their Secretarics. ſhall aſſemble and chuſe Deputies to 
form a County Committee. 1 755 
2d. County Committees ſhall receive Delegates from Baronial 


| Committees of adjacent counties if ſaid counties do not contain four {ML 
Baronial Committees. | © | t 


Provincial 
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Provincial Committees. 


iſt. When two or more counties ſhall have County Communion, 


two perſons ſhall be elected by ballot from each to form a nen 


Committee. (for three months) 


2d. Delegates from County Committees in other provinces wil : 
be received, if ſuch provinces: do not contain two County Com- 


mittees. 
N 8 Committee. 


That whit two Provincial Committees are formed they ſhall elect 
five perſons each by ballot to form a National Committee. 

4# Societies firſt meetings in November, February, May and 
Auguſt to be on or before the gth, Baronial Committees on or be- 
fore 8 8th, 1 Committees on or before the 2 SH of the above 
months 

Baronial, County and Provincial Committees ſhall meet at leaſt 
once in every month and report to their Conſtituents. 


Names of Committee Men ſhould not be known by any perſon but 


by thoſe who elect them. 
gi eſt for Secretaries of 9 8 or Committees 


« In the awful preſence of God. 


« I, A. B. do voluntarily declare that as long as I ſhall hold the 


« office of Secretary to this | 1 will, to the utmoſt of my 
« abilities faithfully diſcharge the duties thereof. 
« That all papers or documents received. by me as Secretary ? 


« will in ſafety keep; I will not give any of them or any copy. or 


« copies of them to any perſon or perſons, members or others Eut 
« by a vote of this and that I will at the expiration of 
my Secretaryſhip deliver up to this all * e as 
« may be then in my poſſeſſion.“ 


RECAPITULATION: 


Societies to conſiſt of not leſs than four, nor more than twelve, 
complete twelve; Under Baronials of not leſs than four Secretarics 
of Societies, nor more than ten, complete one hundred and twenty; 
Upper Baronials of not leſs than four Baronial Secretaries, nor more 
than ten, complete one thouſand two hundred. 


An 
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An Addreſs of the County Committe of Dublin City, to their Conſtity. 
+ » ents; and an Appendix to our glorious Conſtilulion. 


MAN hardſhips and perſecutions having been, and ſtill continue 
to be ſuffered by the brotherhood, partly occaſioned by the mil. 
guided zeal of ſome of its members; partly by the incautious and 
indiſcriminate admiſſion of perſons, without due regard having been 
had to their moral character, or ſufficient previous knowledge of their 
political ſentiments and patriotifm ; and partly by the arts and wicked 
contrivances of our enemies, to defeat our honeſt purſuits, by which 
'we hope to reſcue our country from the ſyſtem of corruption which 
has nearly deſtroyed it ; your committee think it neceſſary to recom- 
mend ſome alterations as remedies to thoſe evils, and as the means of 
reſtoring confidence, renewing exertions,. and enabling ſocieties and 
committees to meet with eaſe and ſafety in future. 1 

We recommend, in the moſt carneſt manner, your conſtant re- 
collection of your ſolemn obligation, to promote a brotherhood of 
affection amongſt Iriſhmen of every religious perſuaſion ; ſuffer it not 
to be a mere profeſſion, but realize it by every act of benevolence 
and kindneſs to each other, as circumſtances ſhall enable you, and as 
you would do to your natural brothers. Union and love are the foun- 
dations of your aſſociation, and they cannot be too ſtrongly, or too 
gary inculcated, in and out of your meetings. | | 

e ſober and promote ſobriety in all your circles ; by the obſery- 

ance of this, many inconveniences and much hazard will be avoided, 
and more good to yourſelves and loſs to your enemies will be thereby 
effected, than can poſſibly be calculated; to the ſame end it is re- 
commended to abſtain as much as poſſible from the conſumption of 
exciſeable articles, or thoſe which pay high cuſtomary duties, ſuch 25 
wine, ſpirits, ſugar, tobacco, &c. you will thereby dry up the ſprings 
and ſources of corruption, that powerful engine in the hands of your 
cruel and implacable enemies, a government which draws its ſources 
from vice, (ſuch as GamBLinG and DRUNKENNESS), muſt fall ſo ſoon 
as the people become virtuous. Fo 5 | 
We recommend the patriotic practice of preferring, on all reaſon- 
able occaſions, the manufactures and products of your own country, 
to thoſe of that country from whence our ſlavery is derived, and the 
government of which is our only natural enemy, 


\ Baniſh 
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Baniſn all violent and intemperate language from your meetings, 
be aſſured, nothing can injure the cauſe of LIBER HV mare than ſuch 
converſations; whoever perſiſts in ſuch, muſt either be diſhoneſt or 


indiſcreet, and therefore ought to be carefully avoided ; violent and 


intemperate language is affected by ſpies or enemies, and ſhould. there- 


fore be watched; or where it is cauſed by intemperate zeal, it ought _ 
to be corrected ; for in this caſe it has afforded but tuo much occaſion 


to your enemies to calumniate your honeſt purpoſes. 


AB. F E N D 


Diminiſh as much as poſſible, the riſque of giving or taking the 


res r; for this purpoſe, therefore, we recommend that when any 
perſon has been admitted a member of a ſociety, and is to take the 
TEST, the practice ſhould be, that it be taken in the preſence of his 


friend only who propoſed him, or of ſuch other member of the ſo- 


ciety, as he may prefer for that purpoſe. Ir is likewiſe ſtrongly recom- 
mended, that one black bean ſhould exclude from admiſſion. © * 


Avoid, as much as poſſible, meetings in public houſes, either of 


ſocieties or committees, becauſe they might be attended with much 
danger, and the occaſions of meeting induce no ſuch neceſſity; a few 


minutes in any convenient place, will be ſufficient for a ſmall number 


of men to canfer on the objects of their deliberation. , | 


As it appears from good foundation, that an irregular ſyſtem of 


finance has produced a great waſte and diſſipation of the funds, it is 
our decided opinion, that no ſociety, committee, or treaſurer, under 
any pretence, ſhould be allowed. to apply the money paſſing through 
their or his hands, to any occaſion whatever ; but that the whole of 


the ſubſcriptions ſhould paſs unimpaired to the county committee, 


who ſhquld be obliged, in reporting back to the ſocieties, to account 
for the diſpoſal of ſuch finances; of courſe all applications for pecu- 


niary aid ſhould be made to the county committee, to which all the | 
neceſſities of the political aſſociation muſt be reported. The ſocieties 


are earneſtly called upon to exert themſelves with zeal and diligence, 


in paying in and forwarding their ſubſcriptions, for the demands are 
of the utmoſt urgency ; the ſufferings and afflictions of the 'brother= 


hood greatly require alleviation. 
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It is alſo ſtrongly ded, that each weir mall fix upon 
weekly ſubſcription, ſuited to the circumſtances and convenience of its 
members, which they ſhall regularly return to their BARONIAL by 
the proper officer. IN 


Your ſocicties ſhould be new modelled 8 and on 'the 
moſt mature deliberation, and all circumſtances conſidered, we are 
decidedly of opinion, that no fociety ſhould conſiſt of more than 
twelve members, and thoſe, as nearly as poſſible, of the ſame ſtreet or 
neighbourhood. whereby they may be all thoroughly well known to 
each other, and their conduct be en to 155 cenſorial check of all. 


We recommend BARONIAL committees to conſiſt only of the le. 
cretaries for the time being, of ten ſocieties, which number ſhould 
on no account be exceeded ; BARONIAL Committees to be numbered 
m the order of their formation. = 


'T he DISTRICT Committee to be compoſed of the ſecretaries for the 
time being « of the BARONIAL committees, but not to exceed ten mem- 
bers, but if the baronials ſhould be ſo numerous in the p1sTrIcT, 
as to render it neceſſary five, /ix, ſeven, eight, or any number, more 
or leſs, of the BARONIALS, as the caſe may require, moſt convenient 
to each other, ſhould each ſend their ſecretary to an UPPER BAR0- 
NAL committee, from which uPpPER BARONIALS, in that caſe, ſecre- 
taries ſhould be ſent to conſtitute the p1sTRICT committee; it being 
earneſtly recommended, that no committee, whether BARONIAL or 
DISTRICT, ſhould exceed er Inn. | 


The couwrY committe to be conſtituted, as at preſent, by tuo 
members from each DISTRICT-committee. 


- Obſerving theſe recommendations and regulations, we rely, that 
order will be reſtored and confidence revived ; as riſque will be {0 
Conkerably diminiſhed. 


w0 
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— 


Printed Hand Bills diſtributed by the United n FR 


ADDRESS TO THE MORE WEALTHY CLASSES OF 
UNITED IRISHMEN. 3 


You to whom fortunate circumſtances give a power of promoting 


the public Cauſe, with ſo much general efficacy, and fo little perſonal 
riſque ; who may alleviate, from a portion of your ſuperfluities, the 


ſufferings of thoſe adventurous brethren, whom an over-ardent, but 


on the whole, a neceſſary zeal, has ſubjected to the vengeance of 


Government, whilſt a cautious reſerve has exempted moſt of you 


from perſecution. We call upon you in what we truſt is a well 
founded confidence, that you will make up by pecuniary contribu- 


tions, for the deficiency or negle& of other exertions. We know 
that all men cannot be uſeful in the ſame way, and do not defire that 
men in delicate ſituations ſhould run unneceſſary hazards z but he 
ſurely is a luke-warm patriot, without title to confidence or credit, 
who goes no farther than barren profeſſions ; thinks it enough to 
give a loaſt to the cauſe of liberty, or utter ſome ſneaking condemnation 
of the attrocities of government. 
Unleſs it be your own faults, men of wealth and education, you 
will be the firſt to profit by the reform of abuſes and ſolid indepen- 
dence of your country. You, for the moſt part, yet eſcaped from 
the vengeance of its enemies, whilſt they who laboured to prepare it, 


have ſome of them been deprived of life, others loſt health and for- 
tunes ſome were hurried to diſtant climes, the regions of peſtilence - 


and death; and many, very many linger at this moment in the baſtiles 
of our tyrants. Impriſonment, a thing fo horrible in itſelf is aggra- 
vated in the cauſe of thoſe virtuous men, whole invincible fidelity an 
abandoned adminiſtration perſecutes with the utmoſt rigour: The 


common attentions which humanity ſeldom refuſes to felons and mur- 


derers, are frequently withheld from the United Iriſhmen ; and being 


withheld by order (it is faid) of thoſe in high authority, require to 


be ſupplied by more than ordinary means. 


As far as our funds could hitherto allow, ſome proviſion has been 


made for the wants of our brethren, bur from the irregularity that has 
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crept into the payment of ſubſcriptions, and, with the exception of 2 
few bright examples, the ſmall obligation they as yet owe to the rich, 
our means are inadequate to the relief of our fellow-fufferers. Where 
an induſtrious citizen is torn from his employment or purſuits, lies 
captive in a dungeon ; where a wife with her children is robbed of 
the protection of her companion, every perſon a friend to the Cauſe 
for which he ſuffers and which his virtue ſcorns to betray, will feel the 
call of duty and of honour to come forward in his ſupport. 

If a trial at laſt be granted, innocence has ſtill to pay for being dt. 
fended; it has ſtill to ſtruggle with an hoſt of ſuborned or iutored wit. 
nefles, a bar of crown-lawyers, packed juries, ſometimes prejudiced, ſome- 
times corrupt judges, before whom a charge muſt be twice refuted, 
malice twice confounded, and innocence made clearer than the ſun, to 
obtain a verdict of acquittal, RE ; 
What under heaven can more forcibly intereſt the generous mind 


Oh! much injured Countrymen! fo often contemned by your 
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langer to your hearts, and you loſt all you had to loſe, yet did you 
hearken to te voice of reaſon diſſuading from premature reſiſtance, 
which alone can bring ruin upon your country, or fruſtrate the brillant 
deſtiny that awalts it. | | 
Why ſhould Iriſhmen, bound to each other by ties ſo ſacred and ſo 
honourable, be found leſs zealous in each other's ſupport, than their 
enemies are zealous to put them down? If impriſonment be applied 
to torture, patriotiſm it cannot conquer; yet ſhall a brotherhood of 
affection go forth into the cell; and beſides the confolation of ſym- 
pathy, carry with it the little comforts of which nature ſtands in need. 
And if perchance this addreſs ſhould fall into other hands, than 
thoſe for whom it is intended, we conjure ſuch people to beſtow one 
moment's diſpaſſionate reflexion upon the views and meaſures of go- 
vernment, and the obje# and proceedings of the United Iriſh, let thein 
determine which is better, a free /egiflature, or a penſioned parliament ; 
a national adminiſtration, or an irreſponſidble foreign executive; an oblt- 
vion of religious animoſities, or the exterminating perſecution of Orange- 
nen. Let them, if they be carL.DREN oF THIS so, contralt the 
ſyſtem of IRISH UNION with that of ENGL ISH DISSENSION ; 
the fidelity, patriotiſm and honour of the ſupporters of one, with che 
polluted ſpy, the blood-thirfly magiſtrate, the. mercileſs bravo, the vena! 
and ſanguinary ſenator, who rank as the friends of the preſent go- 
vernment. When they ſhall have compared the men and the mea- 
fures, they will feel that their properties and lives will be moſt ſecure. 
under the protection of the united Iriſh, and that their exaggerated 
fears of the effects of a revolution can have no foundation, unleſs in 


their own MisconDUCT. 
1 R 1 8 N E. N 


T he period i is faſt approaching, which muſt fix. our deſtiny. The 
preſent rulers of Ireland have extended the ſyſtem of tyranny and ex- 
termination, as far as can be executed, without depriving them of 
worſhippers and ſlaves; not ſatisfied with fleecing the people, and 
mereileſsly expuling chem to penury and want, they glut themſclves 


wich blood. 


See with hut 1 theſe dogs of Hell advance; 
To waſte and havoc yonder world, ſo {ais 
And good crea: ed, ” 


ff 


Ah! whence that noiſe ! cometh ir from the ſpirits of murdered 
friends, the groans of impriſoned patriots; no, your grcns ſhall not 
be heard in vain, you ſhall be revenged— ſoon ſhall, we hail that 
auſpicious day, uſhered in by a bright and cloudleſs ſky, which ſhall 
ſer you free, accompanied by a general ſhout of Ireland as it ſhould 
he. Tremble then, thou miniſters of death, ere that day arrives, fly 
from a foil which you have curſed by your counſels, which you have 


polluted by your crimes. _ 
CE ountrymen, | 


Be firm: truſt in your ſtrength: be united; before one month 
paſſes, you ſhall be free ; —honoured patriots become more reſped. 
able by captivity, and you, ye virtuous fugitives, with hearts of ſter- 
 H1g worth, be not appalled at the gorgeous ſhew of power exhibited 
a few declining ſuns, and it paſſeth away, never more to ſully our 
horizon ; be of good comfort, the hearts of the people are with you, 
and foon ſhall you receive the marked gratitude of a free people. 

We are accuſed of a predilection for French principles — ſuppoſing 
the fact, who forced them on us? Men who have taken from us that 
which not enriches them, and makes us poor indeed ; uſurpers, who 
exceed in perſecution the human facrifices of former ages; but they 
wiſtake, we contend only for Iriſh rights; and whatever coincidence 
there be between the rights of Ireland and France, has been eſta- 
bliſhed} by the God of Nature, and who ſhall impiouſly disjoin them. 


Friends, 


Liberty, like the great orb of nature has its periods of darknefs 
and effulgence; but let us not vainly imagine that what is only con- 
eingent, can interrupt the great plan of the Deity, in perfecting the 
| happineſs of mankind, We, as a portion of intelligent beings, want 
not the moral freedom to will, nor the phylical power to act. The 
firft is confirmed by our Union; and to ſupport our claim to both, 
half a million of heroes are ready—yes, they only wait the ſecond 
coming, to commence the millenium of freedom. id 


Ard thou noble-minded youth, whoſe princely virtues acquire new 
ſplendour, from a fervent zeal for your country's rights: Oh! may 
the genius of Liberty, ever faithful to its votaries, guard your ſteps— 

1 5 | = may 


liverer of our country, = 


March, 27, 1798. 5 . 
f A CITIZEN. 


TO THE UNITED IRISHMEN. 


At this awful and important criſis, when the tyrants of Ireland vio- 


late every tye that binds man to ſociety ; when «© Rigour beyond tb 


Law,” is avowed and practiſed by the governors, and adopted as a 
defenſive duty by the governed; when the judicial bench is made the 


ſeat of aſſaſſination ; where Yelverton weeps over the victim in the 


refinement of cruelty, or Toler with leſs equivocation, mingles the 
courſe wit of an horſe-jockey, with the ſolemnity of a ſentence that 


dooms an Iriſhman to death; when the Ax r or PRINTING, that in 


valuable bulwark of liberty, that ineſtimable ſource of happineſs, that 
powerful opponent of deſpotiſm, is openly and contemptuouſly anni- 
hilated by the ſervants and ſlaves of a foreign government, aſſuming 
the mockery of legiſlators, like a divan of Saracens, or a war- council of 


Vandals, ſweeping with barbarian ferocity every written monument of 


knowledge, every trace of letters from the face of the land. Worthy 
progeny of the firſt Engliſh invaders, whole ſavage legiſlation baniſhed 
inſtruction by tranſporting and hanging the Iriſh teachers, under the 
ſpacious pretext of eradicating the Catholic Faith: — Infamous op- 


preſſors! how unlike the generous ambition of ancient Rome, who 
carried the arts into the countries ſhe conquered; ſhe poliſhed the 


nations into which ſhe bore her eagles; where your banners waved you 
created enormity, barbariſm, and extermination, as a French orator 
truly faid, “ you would rather reign over a church-yard, than ceaſe 
to govern.” | | 


When an O'Connor is hunted from his country, and a conſpiracy 
made in the Britiſh cabinet againſt his life, for the crime of loving 


Ireland ; when Fitzgerald - is a fugitive, for ſacrificing the prejudices 
of birth, to accelerate the happineſs of his country, and repelling, 
with the arms of juſtice, that infamous power that burns the peaſant 
out of his dwelling, or puts him on the bayonet ; when the honour- 
able trade of a merchant, the peaceable one of a phyſician, the learn- 


ed profeſſion of a lawyer, the humble one of a huſband-man or an ar- 


tiſt, 


may the new Harp of Erin vibrate its thrilling ſounds tarough the : | 
land, to call you forth, and hail you with the angelic cry of the de- 


| 
| 


tiſt, are no protection againſt a perſecution that is directed againſt th 
virtue and integrity of Iriſhmen, that will eradicate the name of Ire. 
land, if not ſpeedily checked in its horrid career, by an united appeal 
to Heaven, which will ultimately give to our armed exertions the 
means of victory, liberty, and terrible juſtice. | a 
In the preparative interim, let ſobriety be national and unchange. 
able; by abſtaining totally from the uſe of ſpirituous liquors you will 
deſtroy the exciſe, which is the only branch of revenue remaining, 
from whence is produced the principal ſtrength of government ; you 
will prevent the diſtillation of grain, which conſumes nearly doub!: 
the quantity that is otherwiſe uſed for the neceſſaries of life; you will 
conſequently make bread one-third cheaper, benefit the community, 
and embarraſs your enemies. 5 5 


To promote this deſirable object, let the following Teſt be 
taken + | „ 


I, A. B. Do ſolemnly promiſe, by the obligation of an U. I. 
which I have taken, that I will not make uſe of any ſpirituous liquor, 
nor ſuffer them to be uſed where I have any influence, for- 
months, nor will I aſſociate with any perſon who will violate this fa- 
cred obligation, | „ EN og: 
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A NEW act of baſe and perfidious tyranny, directed againſt the 
whole of the patriotiſm of Ireland, though immediately and. perſon- 
ally operating only on a few individuals, has deprived us for a time 
of the countenance and conſolation of honeſt and able men, whoſe 
only crime is the ſuſpicion of being your friends. Our oppreſſors, 
deſpairing to effect by the moſt ſubtle refinements of legalized mur- 
der, by partial Sheriffs, by packed juries, and by Judges ſanguinary, 
' timid or corrupt, the deſtruction of the victims whom they had pre- 
doomed to die at the approaching aſſizes, ſo long as they could leave 
them the protection of faithful and eloquent advocates, known to be 
zealous in their cauſe, and pledged to their defence, have robbed the 
latter of liberty, in order to rob the former of life. „ 

That adminiſtration, and that legiſlature, who ſo lately told you 
there was no conciliation for Ireland, have with perfect conſiſtency, | 

TEE ; e 8 followed 


the 
re- 


followed: up this denunciation of carnage and proſcription, of fire 
and ſword, of robbery and rape. This. explicit and unequivocal 
declaration of war. on the Iriſh people, by a proceeding which leaves 
not a ſhadow of doubt or ambiguity to diſguiſe their intentions ; 
which forces four hundred thouſand fighting-men, the phyſical 
ſtrength of Ireland, to make, in convenient time, their final option 
between death and ſelf-defence, and which proves, by evidence 
more than palpable, that this nation and that adminiſtration cannot 
exilt % Vd 3 ae I 
Let has this, their laſt treaſon, like all their former ones, turned, 
with an overwhelming recoil upon themſelves. On the memorable 
day, which ſaw ſo many virtuous and reſpectable citizens of Dublin 
dragged ignominiouſly to priſon, by arbitrary mandates unſupported 
by infarmation on oath, confuſion and trepidation marked the conduct 
of the oppreſſors, while the unclouded ſerenity, the calm unaſ- 
ſuming fortitude of conſcious innocence, beamed from the coun- 
tenance of the oppreſſed. With mingled horror and contempt, 
the capital faw- the Prime-Miſcreant, the Robeſpierre of Ireland, 
the nefarious author and apologiſt of atrocities without name and 
number, appalled by the mere gaze of Iriſh eyes, and ſhaking in a 
paroxyſm of rage and terror, while the murderous weapon trem+ 
bled in his palſied hand, the ſtrong thirſt of blood ſtruggling in 
vain with the ſtill ſtronger impulſes of conſcious guilt: and 

native cowardice, . 1 8 | 5 
For us, the keen but momentary anxiety, occaſioned by the 
fituation of our invaluable friends, ſubſided, on learning all the 
circumſtances of the caſe, into a calm tranquillity, a confoling 
conviction of mind, that they are as ſafe as innocence can make 
men now; and to theſe ſentiments were quickly added a redoubled 
energy, a tenfold activity of exertion which has already produced 
the happieſt effects. The organization of the capital is perfect. No 
vacancies exiſting, arrangements have been made, and are ſtil} 
making, to ſecure for our oppreſſed brethren whoſe trials approach, 
the benefit of legal defence; and the centinels whom you have 
appointed to watch over your intereſts, ſtand firm at their poſts, 
vigilant of events, and prompt to give you notice and advice, 
which, on every occaſion at all requiring it, .rely on receiving, ; 
This recital, Iriſhmen, is meant to guard thoſe of you, who are 


remote from the ſcene of the late events, againſt the conſequences 


of miſrepreſentation and miſtake. The moſt unfounded .rumours 
„ | 1 | Fave 
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have been ſet afloat, fabricated for the double putpoſe of deluſion 
and intimidation. Your enemies tall of treachery, in the vain 
and fallacious hope of creating it; but you, who ſcorn equally to 
be their dupes or their ſlaves, will meet their forgeries with dig. 
nified contempt, incapable of being either goaded into untimely 
violence, or ſunk into puſillanimous deſpondency. Be firm, 
Iriſhmen, but be cool and cautious; be patient yet a while; truſt 
to no unauthoriſed communications; and above all we warn you, 
again and again we warn you, againſt doing the work of your 
ö 2 by premature, by partial or divided exertion. If Ireland 
ſhall be forced to throw away the ſcabbard, let it be at her own 
time, not at theirs. e N 
Dublin, March 17th, (St. Patrick's Day) 1798. 


TO THE UNITED IRISHMEN. 

COUNTRYMEN, ” 
No moment was ever ſo awful to Ireland as the preſent one 
Liberty or ſlavery is now before us. That the deciſion is in your 
hand, I am well aſſured. Glorious proſpe& ! The people of Ireland 
are UNITED. Shew the pitiful tyrants who calumniate you—Shew 
_ Europe—fſhew the World that you are a band. of brothers, actuated 
by a ſenſe of honour, virtue and patriotſm—ſhew an exam- 
ple of the effects of your principles in Armagh. The hills and 
vallies which were lately ſtained with blood, are now covered by 
the real ſpirit of the Goſpel, and peace, and love and charity, and 
union reign in the hearts of IR1sHMEN !—Look at this, ye traducers, 
ye dividers, ye devourers of Ireland. Yes, thank Heaven, we are 
Un1TED, and that our enemies know right well. Let not the honeſt 
indignation of your virtuous ſouls provoke you to a word or an 
action unworthy of your country or your cauſe, when you hear 
yourſelves termed © a neſt of execrable and infamous traitors.” You 
muſt learn to ſmile at the impotent attacks of malignant deſpair. _ 
Look at the map, ſays a Miniſterial character, and you will find 
that Ireland my/ belong to England or France. What occaſion to 
look at the map, or why employ the word mu/#? But, if this be 
the decree of Fate for Ireland, let it be done with unanimity, with 
love; and with power; let no internal broils, no local ſituations, no 
religious opinions, ever provoke an 1ri/hman to ſpill the blood of an 
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But let us for the ſake of our common intereſt, for the ſake of our 
common country, for the ſake of our common God and Father, go 
with one hand and one heart feget her. ee e e 
Trouble not yourſelves whether France is to ſend 40 or 50,000 
troops here; whether England is to ſend 40 or 50, oo troops here; 
but turn your attention to Ireland — think of what ſhe was, what 
the is, and what ſhe may be. Think, that were you to divide as in 
former days, and one part to ſeek protection and aſſiſtance from 
one of thoſe powerful nations, the other party from the other na- 
tion, what carnage and rivers of blood would enſue—ſflavery would 
follow, and Ireland be undone, perhaps for ever. But in your 
UN oN is your ſafety in your Un1on is your ſtrength, your import- 
ance and your liberty. In whatever ſcale your weight is caſt, it will 
preponderate in an inſtant. He is your enemy, and the man of blood 
who would divide you—he is your friend, and the man of peace 
who would keep you together. 5 „„ „„ 
Iam far from aſſuming ſo much importance, as to attempt laying 


down a plan of conduct at this critical period. Your obedience to 
the laws, your ſobriety, induſtry, prudence and patience, have ren- 
dered you the envy of your enemies, and make any thing I could 
ſay unneceſſary. „ „„ 
Your Will muſt prevail let it then be matured—let it reſult from 


8 7 


refletion—from cool, determined adherence to your principles 


from a regard to the peace of your country—from the glorious 
If your hearts pant after a continuation of the Britiſh Miniſter's 
behaviour to Ireland—if you admire the war, the conduct of the war, 
and the conſequences of the war: If you be ſatisfied that three- | 
fourths of the people of Ireland ſhould not enjoy the benefits of thy 
Conſtitution—that the very name of Reform ſhould be ſcouted with 
derifion—if the ſuſpenſion of the trial by Jury, the Convention bill, 
the gunpowder bill, the proclamations and Baſtiles appear — 
and ſalutary, you will have no difficulty how to conduct yourſelves. 
But ſhould theſe things appear to you in a different point of view, 
it will be neceſſary, perhaps, to conduct yourſelves in a different 
manner. And that that manner may terminate in the glory, liberty 


and happineſs of Ireland, ought to be the honeſt wiſh of every 


bone/t 


IRISHMAN. 
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Fabricated Rules and Regulation of the Oran ge Men, 


48 an inſtance of the arts uſed to make the Orange Ae den 
an occaſion of exciting in the breaſts of the lower claſs of catho. 
- lies the moſt malignant and vindictive paſſions the following ſe. 
ries of fabricated rules and regulations intended to be conſidered 
as thoſe of the Orange Men, are here inſerted. : The copy from 
which they are tranſcribed was found in the houſe of Marlay, a 
Taylor, in Hoey's: -court, but ſimilar copies were frequently found 
both on the perſons and in the houſes of United Iriſhmen. 
fiſt. Reſolved unanimouſly, that each and every member be fur. 
niſhed with a caſe of horſe piſtols and a ſword, alſo that Fey 
member ſhall have twelve rounds of ball cartridges. | 
| ad. Reſolved, that every man ſhall be ready at a moment's warn 
ing. 
3d. "Relolved, that no member is to introduce a papiſt or pre: 
| byterian, quaker or methodiſt, or any perſuaſion but a proteſtant. 
4th. Reſolved, that no man wear Iriſh manufacture nor give 
employment ro any papiſt. 
th. Reſolved, that every man fhall-be ready at a moment's warn- 
ing to burn all the chapels and meeting houſes 1 in the city and county 
of Dublin. 
6th. Reſolved, that any man that will give en of any 
houſe he ſuſpects to be a United Iriſhman! s will get the ſum of 5. 
and his name kept private. | 
7th. Reſolved, that no member will introduce any man under 
the age of nineteen or over the age of . 
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The Star offers to public juſtice t 


Exirafls from the Union Star and Prof: + 
: UNION STARK 


THE Union Star appeared at irregular periods, was printed on. 
one ſide of the paper to fit it for being paſted on walls, and fre- 


quently ſecond editions were publiſhed of the ſame numbers. It 


chiefly conſiſted of names and abuſive characters of perſons ſup-, . 
poſed to have been informers againſt United Iriſhmen, or active op- 


poſers of their deſigns; and to ſuch liſts were generally added the. 
moſt furious exhortations to the populace, to riſe and take ven- 


geance on their oppreſſors, Each number commences with the fol- 


lowing words: Fs 
as the Union Star is an official paper, the managers promiſe the 
public that no charaQers ſhall be hazarded but ſuch as are de- 
** nounced by authority, as being the partners and creatures of Pit, 


and his ſanguinary journeyman, Lutzrell. _ 


„ Perhaps ſome arm more lucky than the reſt, may reach his 


© heart, and free the world from bondage.” 


| Then followed the lifts of proſcription, of which, from the wan- 
ton cruelty with which individuals are brought forward, as objects 


of popular odium, it is impoſſible to give an example: The exhor- 
ations with which each number concluded, may be judged of 
from the following extracts: riod 1 „ 


Extrads from the Union Star. 


_ * LET the indignation of man be raiſed againſt the impious : 
wretch who prophanely aſſumes the title of reigning by the grace of 


God, and impudently tells the world he can do no wrong lriſnmen 


is granting a patent, and offering premiums to murderers to depo- 


pulate your country, and take your preperties, no wrong ? Is tak- 
ing part of the ſpoil no wrong? Is the foreign deſpot incapable of 
wrong, who ſharpens the ſword that deprives you of life, and ex- 


rs tc he following deteſtable trai- 
tors, as ſpies and perjured in ormers. 8 e 


poſes your children to poverty, and all its conſequent * 3 


* 
— — DD ——————— e ——_—— — 


Oh, man! or rather leſs, O King! will the ſmothered groans of 
my countrymen, who in thy name fill the innumerable dungeons 
ou have made for aſſerting the rights of man, be conſidered no 
wrongs? Will enlightened Iriſhmen believe you incapable of wrong, 
who offers up the moſt amiable of mankind daily on the ſcaffold, 
vr the gibbet, to thy inſatiable ambition? Is burning the villages 
of what you call your people, and ſhooting the trembling 
| ſufferers, no wrong? Is taking the church into-partnerſhip, and en- 
couraging its idle and voluptuous drones to deſpoil induſtry of 
its reward, and teach a lying doctrine to ſanction their injuſtice, no 
' wrongs? Are the continual wars you engender and provoke to 
deſtroy mankind, no wrong ? Go, impious blaſphemer, and your 
hy pocritical ſorcerers, to the fate philoſophy, juſtice and liberty 
conſigns thee. 'Tis inevitable, thy impoſitions are detected. Thy kind 
have been brought to juſtice. The firſt poſſeſſor of thy trade has 
recently bled for the crimes of the craft: his idle and vile fol- 
lowers, who eſcaped the national axe, are walking memorials of 
_ Juſtice, begging a miſerable livelihood over thoſe countries, whoſe 
tottering thrones encourage but an uncertain aſſylum. Ere the grave, 
which is opening for thy deſpiſed perſon, emboſoms thee, make 
one atonement for the vices of thy predeceſſors; reſiſt not the 
claims of a Peop's reduced to every miſery; in thy name give 
back the properties that thy nation wreſted from a ſuffering 
people; and let the deſcendants of thoſe Engliſh ruffians reſtore to 
Iriſhmen their Country, and to their Country Liberty: Tis rather 
Jate to trifle; one fortunate breeze may do it; and then, woe be to 
kim who was a tyrant, or wha is unjuſt““ 


> Qs. 2» - 


&* InſurreCtion and revenge, however deſcribed or diſcountenanced 
by the abettors of tyranny, ſhould always be reſpected by a peo- 
le, as they have operated powerfully towards the preſervation of 
iberty and the diſtribution of juſtice. - As revolutions in every age 
and country, were acts contrary to laws then in exiſtence, they | 

Conſequently were inſurrections. The thing called in England a 
revolution in 1688, juſtifies the aſſertion; and in the declaration 
of rights, the men who drew it up, and the people who read it, 
defended and admired the virtue and neceſſity of reſiſtance to 
oppreſſion. The revolutions of France and America were founded 
on inſurrection; and before them the Portugueſe and Dutch 
F | | | revolutions. 


Noone: ©" 


revolutions. Antiquity furniſh many , ſplendid inſurreQions; - 
amongſt others, the celebrated one of the Roman people retreat- 
ing to the Mons Sacer, and defending themſelves by wholeſome 
regulations from the privileged patricians,-the Luttrells, Fitz- 
gibbons and Scotts of the day. Hiſtery © ornaments her page 
with the bold ſtruggles,” as honourable, edifbing, and worthy of 


imitation by, ſuffering humanity. Revenge! glorious revenge! 
Your name is as ſweet as liberty; as Paine ſays, * He that would” 


„not puniſh cruelty offers a premium to vice,” or, as Ganganelli 


expreſſes it, Mercy to the wicked, is cruelty to the worthy: — - 
The Iriſhman who would not expiate the burning of his cabbin, 


by the burning of a tyrant's palace, is acceſſary to his neighbour's 
deſtruction ; or he, whoſe father, ſon, or brother has been murdered 


by Britiſh or Iriſh mercenaries, would not revenge the deed, by 


imolating any of his country's oppreſſors, is beneath a man, and 


is the murderer of his kindred by connivance. The horrors 
committed in our country by our Engliſh maſters, centuries ago, 


demand vengeance; when killing an Iriſhman was only fineable, - 


many proofs of which are exiſting. We ſhall cite one: At a 


general gaol delivery at Waterford, the 41h of Edward II: before 
John Wogan, Lord Juſtice of Ireland, an Engliſhman accuſed of 
murder, pleaded in bar of judgment, that the perſon killed was 

an Iriſhman. The tying of catholic clergymen back to back, and 


drowning them in the Shannon.——The Enghſh plan | of ' ſtarving 


whole counties is loudly boaſted of by Engliſh writers; we need 
not reſort to the calendar of Engliſh cruelties they are again 
revived ; and Ireland, moiſtening with the blood of her children, 


loudly calls for glorious revenge. United Iriſhmen, be ſteady _ 


and perſevering ; liberty and juſtice point the road to glory ; the 
delivery of our country is at hand; your labours will be rewarded; 
your juſt revenge will be gratified ; the ghoſts of your martyred. 
countrymen will be comforted ; and an equal diſtribution of rights 
will be yours: Induſtry will be honoured, induſtrious age vene- 
rated, pregnant wives reſpected; and the plough, the ſhuttle and 
the ſhip ſhall give their bleſſings unſhackled. Be not caſt down 


nor hopeleſs, the genius of Ireland will give aid to your endea- 
vours; the mitred mountebank ſhall- reſign his lands for the 


education of deſerted infancy, and the care of induſtrious age. 
The lands which royal villainy arreſted from murdered Iriſhmen, 


ſhall be the rewards of the deliverers of their country. No _ 
= Ih ; WI 


will the lazy lord enjoy the fruits of your labour,” and ftarve you 
into the ranks, to pleaſe his ambition or extend his power. No 
more ſhall inceſſant toil be your fate. No more ſhall you be as you 
have been for centuries, rearing and watching the ox or the ſheep 
' whoſe fleſh you never taſted, or whoſe fleece never ' warms you. 
No more ſhall you be doomed to threſh or ſow the corn you never 
were allowed to ſee in bread. If the want of liberty has expoſed 
you to ſo many calamities, heſitate not a moment, ſhe is with 
you, and one bold exertion will place her in the center of your 
.country, where her avenging ſpirit ſhall deliver her enemies into 
your hands, and deliver your immured brethren from captivity, 
your fields from ſuperſtitious plunder, and <ftabliſh the empire 
of univerſal benevolence and fraternity from Wicklow hills to 
\ Belfaſt, from the channel to the Atlantic; and let every honeſt 
man ſay, Amen—and every brother do his duty. _ en 
: 1 : 3 Ie: | No. 3. 1 7 
IRISHIMEN] recollect and know who are the men who rival 
Robeſpierre ; nay, exceed him in horrors and crimes ; that depopu- 
lates your coumtry ; that burn your fields and villages. Turn over 

the page of hiſtory as written by Engliſnmen—you will fee Ire 
land's preſent ſufferings, at which your nature muſt ſhudder, your 
Juſt indignation awaken into wiſhes, and exertions that muſt be 
fatal to your oppreſſors, and glorious to yourſelves. Look at what 
are called Acts of Parliament. The 17th year of Charles the iſt. 
confiſcating three millions of acres at one ſitting, and ſelling them 


ta Engliſh adventurers, on the conditions of having and holding 


them by exterminating the ancient Iriſh proprietors! Remember 
that the lapſe of years does not juſtify any right in your maſters 
to retain the pr[periy of your fathers. That ſtage ſhould not conſe- 
crate error. That the lights thrown on the rights of man by 
philoſophy and truth, gives you encouragement to hope that the 

rench teachers, and deliverers of Europe, will ſanction your 
claims, and ſecond your ſtruggles. The Star does not unjuſtly ad- 
viſe a thought that would injure the proprietor of an eſtate, ac- 
quired by mercantile or mechanic induſtry. The Star only aims at 
. thoſe properties wreſted from our murdered anceſtors by Engliſh 
perfidy; which reminds the preſent holders, that they muſt per- 
form the agreement on which they poſſeſſed the territory, and in 
which they are not deficient, as they have revived every enormity 
| | Fi, 55 | that 


Ks 
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that royal villainy can encourage. Ireland! bleeding at every 
vein, Preſents the horrid ſpectacle ; anc} her innumerable: wounds, 
as lo many tongues, cry to Heaven and liberty for juſtice. When 


Englith tyrants could no longer provoke rebellion, which was a 


fruitful excuſe for confilcating Iriſh property, they enacted a 
law to make murder high treaſon, which empowered the king to 


become the heir of the. convicted. perſon—the thing was a fe A 


mide of robbing a /pi-11e4 or fich family, and reward an Engliſh 
favourite; to effect whichran informer was procured, who. was al- 
ways ſure of doing his bufin«ls, as property inſured conviction + 
an innocent man was hanged, and his family. reduced to beggary. 


High treaſon, in other caſes, was another method of plunder ; in 


England, two witneſſes were neceſlary; but, as Iriſhmen were to 
be deſtroyed no mode was admitted; the king grac:mnfly beſtowed 


on a faithful follower the eſtate of an innocent lriſhman, convicted 


on one evidence, eaſily and readily at hand to ſwear high treaſon 
on any unfortunate man of property. Thoſe acts are fir n rein 
for /rving the lord's ano:nted; who iſſue their royal warrants in the 


following humane and pious manner: 

1 5 e | = : 7” > © 
. © George, by the Grace of God. We command you to burn the 
« Town of Belfaſt, &c. ſuch is our. Royal Pleaſure” | 
Burning a town by the grace of God, and by 4 man calling 
himſelf the father of his. p29p/e, might be ſtrong reaſons for ſay ing, 


From fuch grace, and ſuch patents, O Lord, deliver us.“ 


IRISHMEN! your country is repreſented by brethren of ability 
and virtue; they plead your caufe at Liſle; they negociate for an 


_ independant Iriſh republic in the teeth of that deplomarique ſpy; 


Malmſbury; they are countenanced and encouraged by the French 
commiſſioners; and we have fome hopes that Ireland will be ſeen 
in the political map of Europe, When her cowardly ergel ſlep- 
ſiſter, is conſigned to the inſignificance. her. crimes juſtly merit. 
Should ſome unfortunate event put off your delivery, by England 
purchaſing an immediate peace, you ſhould not deſpond! Peace 
will be only temporary; it may be productive of ſome poſitical 


comforts, as we then may openly praiſe} and ſtudy the glorious 


truths France is capable of proclaiming. Communication with 
hat country will be revived, and liberty will gain new ne 
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and knowledge be more univerſal , conſequently defpotiſm . muſt | 
Jie, and Iriſhmen will gs to the funeral. 3 s 


o 


We have ſeen a paper, as it is called a proclamation, with 


the name Camden prefixed, and the nicknames of Clare, 


Carhampton, Drogheda, and Clonmell ; and the real names of 
Pelham, | James Cuff, J. Monk Maſon, ' Arthur Wolfe, James 
Fitzgerald, and Lodge Morres, underſigned, attempting to hurt 

the. Union Star, by naming it a vehicle for inviting aſſaſſina- 


The Inion Star, in the opinion of honeſt lriſnmen, will not he 
_ Teſs valuable for exciting: the difpleaſure, or encountering the 


threats of the above-named, whom we know to be part of the 


ſtanding Committee for burning villages and Catholic chapels, 
murdering fathers, mothers and children indiſcriminately, without 
any regard to the prayers of age, the tears of infancy, or the in- 
treaties of beauty. This depopulating Society think themſelves 
ſecure from every law except aſſaſſination; their objection to 
Which awes them into many ſchemes, for ſtamping with their 
Wmaginaty conſequences infamy on any inſtrument in favour of 
Liberty. Tho'.we are not advocates for aſſaſſination, we know oh 


: the authority of hiſtory, that aſſaſſination preſerved the liberties 


and reſcued many of the ancient republics from the power of 
aſpiring villains, who raiſed themſelves on the neck of the people, 
and on the ruins of liberty. Twas a poſitive -law in Corinth, 


Rome; Athens, Syracuſe, &c. that any citizen was juſtified, and 


Mould be rewarded and honoured as the deliverer of his country, 
who would aſſaſſinate any villain aſpiring to the ſovereign power, 
or infringing the rights of the people. Fi, | 


The Union Star has mere conſolatory hopes of United 
_ Iiiſhmen than aſſaſſination, It fees with pleafure the head quarters 
of -hberty in the centre of delivering Europe, with coloſſal 
ſtrength gathered from the ruins of thrones of privileged order 
and ſyperſtition, carrying liberty and hope to Ireland! The 
Unfon Star _ rifes with happy anticipation at the unavoidable 
moment, when, the tyrants of Ireland muſt reſtore the plunder 
of ages to the country; when their acres will be brought to the 
national hammer, to pay the debts that were. contracted by 

dlencfs, and laid on induſtry. x 5 
9 8 No. 


„ Fa 


Z DP ES. Ede bs 


© NR — my 


wv tw '=y 


—_”» ** 


— 


wy OO "TY CTU .0D .*”0 


> 
» 


N - 5 5 , 


X i ”y 5 50 i £ 
AT ; i 3 
„ No „ 
. . * a * 9 2 * 
ba 7 0 / £ 74 
* P 1 


+ We are conſtantly witneſſing the impudent affectation of cow- 
ardly moderation, acting in partnerſhip with tyranny, againſt the 
Union Star, which they accuſe of inculcating principles of af- 
ſaſſination. 5 „ . „% 


We certainly do not adviſe, though we do not deſery aſſaſſi - 
nation, as we conceive it is the only mode at preſent, within the 
reach of Iriſhmen to bring to juſtice the royal agents, who are con» 
ſtantly exerciſing rapes, murders and burnings, through our devot- 


4 „ oy 


og, 8 | 4 x6 nated 


We appeal to thy noble and venerated name, O, Brutus1.wha 

bravely aſſaſſinated the tyrant of your country amidſt his cohorts, 
and in the preſence of his penſioned ſenate. It is not our ſolitary: 
ſuffrage that has attempted to hanour thy. name, and -worſhip thy 
ſpirit. The patriot, the ſage and the hero, in every honourablas _ 
ſtate of life, for eighteen centuries, have given thy name the firſt 
and moſt unequivocal recommendation to the admiring, earth, as 


one that deferves the higheſt rank among the benefactors of the 
human race. 3 | pe bon „ 


Ves! Prince of patriotic aſſaſſins, thy noble and virtuous ſpirit 


ſhould pervade our land; the infant whom a Britiſh, or a Britiſh Iriſh 


butcher, has left fatherleſs, ſhould be taught, through his progreſs 
to manhood, that thy example ſhould be rigidly imitated, as an 
honeſt duty to his parents and his country. The Iriſh ſeaman, 

maimed in the ſervice of his country's tyrant, whoſe banners he 

often led to victory, perhaps, at the ſame moment, when his aged 

mother lived to ſee her daughter violated by a horrid ſoldiery, wha: 
had mangled the aſhes of her huſband, with thoſe of their humble 
habitation—in ſuch a ſon, aſſaſſination would be a holy duty, com- 
manded by nature, and approved of by Heaven. Thus we de- 

fend aſſaſſination, and clear it from the rubbiſh of ignorance, and 
the falſhoods of deſpotiſm, which were too often ſucceſsful in con- 
founding the characters of the man who deſtroyed a tyrant, and 
him, who to gratify private revenge, or urged by avarice, might lelk. 
himſelſ to murder an innocent fellow-crea ture. 1 
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bunu, fron a Newſp rper called the PRESS, publiſhed m Doo 


8 in the OS? 1707. 


PRESS, No. 8, 14th Oct. 757. 


} 


Op © When ſuch reſtraints are laid on the preſs, that the people 


are held in ignorance, and from that Ignorance know neither 
their own duty as members of the ſtate, nor yet the duty of thoſe 
who are ſet over them, or, to ſpeak raore properly, thoſe who 
have ſet themjelves over them, it may fairly be concluded that the 


government, where this nere ernannt IS verging faſt to its ; 


diſſolution.“ 6 


0 
Same. | 


* 


% The rule of right, is a rule that in morals ſhould never 7 bey 


but, i: thete kingdoms, to preach up rovaliſm is the beſt rule; and 


the "wiſdom of overnment protects thoſe who embrace this right 
| fide of the quell ion, while it puniſhes with equal reQitude thoſe 


who maintairied that a republic is the only right form of govern- | 


merit ;—let_ us apply this rule to the Continent. France is not a 


nation of fools ; and ſome amongſt them have as much ſenſe. 


(God forgive them) as * ® * ® but no matter. The fools © 


France tell you, that monarchy is a coat of arms, whoſe ſup» 
3 are the church and the ariſtocrac; y—its creſt, the bloody 


nd; and its motto, Oi profanum wvu'gus , but that democracy 
not poſſ-fling theſe 12mp.mn wits, is the ægis of wiſdom, whoſe 
71.4 71: ſhould govern the world; now thele are 1299 rules of right, 
both appearing on oppoſite principles, both pronounced to be 
the very beit for the government, of man, and each declared, 
ſuperior to the other in excellence ; yer,a man ſhall be puniſhed 


alternately for en this or that, according to the air which, 
he breathes,” . 


Preſe, No, 9. oa. 85 1797. 


f 


% The United J, Auen recommend to each other temperance, 
patience, peace, and non-reſiſtance (heinous crimes :) They do not 
wiſh for reform or emancipation, becauſe they never aſked for an 


ſuc 5 


8 
0 
{ 
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fich thing—no ! This: is a little odd Rut wing: is the „ p. 
A c-n{piracy of truth againſt falſehood,—a conſpiracy. of peace 


end liberty againſt war and flavery,—a conſpiracy of love. and 


national union againſt hatred and eivil diſtraction, a conſpiracy of 
reaſon, juſtice and virtue, againit cruel oppteſſion, inhumanity, - 
and vice”—— nd we will fay farther, if the King and his 
pls do not unite or conſpire (call it by what name you pleaſe) againſt; 
jie mad, wicked, blond-1hirfty miniflers, who have conſpired againſt 


Ht, God can only tell bow ſoon . iſe their. belyued" King, - 


or fe his fantful, but wretched perple,” 


Preſs, No. 10. of. 19, 1797. wy 


After a compariſon of the conduct of Lord Yelverton on 


Orr's condemnation to that of Judge Jefferies, follows:“ Ar this 
erifis, fo full of horror, we have a conſolation in thinking that 


certain atrocities can live only till they are underſtood, they are 


hideous ſpectres which, vaniſh with the morning: The mere execu- 
tions of military force, terrible as they are, go no farther than 
the branches, and may be endured ; but the blow that is levelled 
at the root of ſociety is a warning to mankind, that if they 
' do not awake, thy muſt fl:ep for ever; there 1s no alternative between 
liberty and deflryttion, and if they are 199 ab ect 19 claim Ne, as 4 
right, they wy Ay 7 it 46 4 refuge. : 
ame. 


„IRISH REBELLION. 


MONDAY next will he th: anniverſary of what. is „ called 5 
the Iriſh rebellion: Far be it from us to juſtify the cruelties ai 


to have been committed by ſome of the inſurgents of that day, 
&c. Bit whatever thoſe cruelties may have been, thy cannot 
have given riſe to the epithet, Kchellion; that, if juſt, muſt. be. 
warranted by the objects and demands of the inſurgents.— (Here 
follows a large expoſition of their demands.) Oh, Ireland ! what, 


is to be thy /½ture deſtiny ? If the myſterious workings of Pro- 


vid-nce ſhall withhold from us thoſe bleſſings after which we pant, 


will our poſtzrity calumniate- their forefathers, and ſhall our. 
123 be matter of triumph to ut children? But no; it cannot. 


be—the honelt, and, we truſt, the peaceable exertions of United Ire- 
lod in favour «f freedom muſt ſucceed. The queſtion of forfeited. 
property is, thank God, by common conſent, at reſt ; and we will 
not, like our angeſtors, mar a national cauſe by ſectorial quarrels: we 


ral. 


| 
; 
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ſhall have no VERIO bebt which ſet of prieſts ſhall e enjoy 
the archbiſhopricks, biſhopricks, deanries, and other ſpiritual 
| pom: e let us then perſevere with patience, moderation, 


mneſs Whatever Aſcendancy Men, or Orange Men, may at- 


tempt, —ibe cauſe of Iriſh Liberty muſt finally prevail, ſupported as 
it ts,.by a © een of ahheclion among /i Iriſbmen of every religious 


erſun on.” 
| er . Prefs, No. 13. OR. 26, 1797. 

#5 « But, my Lord, (to the Lord Lieutenant on Qcr's execution,) 
it will not do—though your guards, and. your ſoldiers, and your 
thouſands, and your tens of thouſands, ſhould conduct inno- 
cence to death It will not do. 4 voice has cried in the wil- 
derneſs, and let the deſerted ſtreets of Carrickfergus proclaim to 
all the world, that good men will not be intimidated ; and that 
beach are 1155 more numerous than your ien. M 
, INE Ko 9. Od. 17, 1597. | 

7 « : The United 8 are every where knocked down by the 
hacks and runners of adminiſtration, with all the rancour of poli- 
tical fanaticiſm ; while the-Orangemen, who have ſolemnly ſworn 
| to: exterminate his Majeſty's Roman Catholic ſubjects, are the 
only. perſons protected and cheriſhed by the Engliſh cabinet. /f 
then any branch of his Majeſty's oppreſſed ſuljefs in Ireland are 
driven, to feek mens protection, who 15 to blame, the Oe or 


{he cet. of 
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E To. TE PEOPLE or IRELAND. 


| For Ads for 8 what are you afraid of ? The n 
is as timid as he is infolent—your patience has made him proud; 
190 humility has made him haughty ; yeur firmneſs will make 
im fearful ; But if the time of recovering your liberties is gone by, 
if yqur doom of ſervitude is ſealed, if you are to be ſlaves, at leaſt, 
forge not your own fetters, nor fit them with your own hands—let 
them be forced upon you, and let Europe ſee that you do not wear 
them with willingneſs and eaſe; remember that though life is pre- 
ſcious, liberty is the gem that gives life its luſtre. Aſſert your 
rights; demand the conſtitution of your forefathers; let not the 
blood of Hampden, Sidney and Ru ell, have flowed 1 in vain. Re- 
commend yourſetves to God, and, i neceſſary, i in r of liberty, 


dit | in the | laſt nem; . No, 


ect 2 nu > 
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jJZJ. . Roz: 
„Examples are not wanting, if examples could avail, that tyran- 
ny has no terrors for a mind reſolved, and that confederated multi- 
tudes can overpower the beſt diſciplined troops. France has con- 
firmed this ne diſcovered truth, and France has afforded a leſſon 
of moderation to the Sovereigns of Europe. 
The fatal Battle of Ruhren. 


« Mourn ; loſt Hihernia, ever mourn 
Thy freedom loſt, thy laurels torn, _ 
* Thy warriors funk on Aughrim's plains, 
And Britain loading thee with chains.“ 


*. 


V No . 23, Nov. 18, 179. 
Should thoſe defperate Frenchmen be inclined to approach ous _ 


ſhores, as they have threatened this ſeaſon, and not meeting Comms- 


dire Winter in the ſame bluſtery temper, ſhould. they chance to ef- 

fect a landing, there can be no manner of doubt but the peaſantry 
of the country, confidering the ſignal gratitude of the Legiſlature 
and Government -ſhewn to them, for their former loyalty and 
promptitude in the national defence, would riſe en miiſſe, und meet 


the enemy in open arins.” | Ten 

| 5 ; Sam, 52) 
The ever memorable capture and deſtruction of the Baſtile, is a 

ſtriking and awful example to tyrannical governments, of what 


| even unarmed citizens can do againſt diſciplined force, entrenched 


in the ſtrongelt fortifications, if once rouſed by a ſenſe of injuries, 
and an enthuſiaſtic love of liberty, to ſhake off at once their /zars 
and their chains. ns . e ET. 
„„ No. 2% Nov. 2, % 11 

„I muſt warn you, that if you hope to. unite, the eaſe and indul- 
gence, both mental and bodily, of untroubled times, with the agita- 
tions of party, you will be ſorely diſappointed: The, preſent times 
will require uncommon firmneſs, large facrifices, ſevere privations, 
and. laborious exertions; but how ſhall you eſcape them, could you 
defire it? you muſt fly from your native land, you muſt renounce 


your ſituation in ſociety, many of your molt valuable connexions'; 
you muſt diveſt yourſelf of the patriot feeling towards your coun- 
try, which includes all the beſt affeclions, and univerſal charities of 


tie 
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the uhiverſal boſom. And whither would you 117 ? Ii what quarter 


of the habitable globe can you dream of finding unttoubled and 
permanent repoſe, amidit the general conVulfion which thakes thy 
genius and the moral 1i/iruments. It is not only more manly and 


more honourable, but alio more prudent, to march with counte. 


nance erect, a volunteer, into the patriot ranks, than to be forced tg 
the painful alternative of becoming one of the ſatellites of tyranny, 
one of the oppreſſots of your country, one of the butchers of your 
 _ brethren; of joining the patriot band, at a future day, reluctant. 
ly, and ungractuully, and of bringing an accetfion of Rrength; with- 
out deſerving gratitude or honour. VVV 


Above all, do not defpond of the Republic. Believe me, it ſnall not 


be loſt, the preſent ſilence of the people is not the ſilence of fear 
and deſpondency, but of difcretion—the public cauſe is not aban- 
 Yoned, notwithſtanding the terrors of military execution, &c. but 
the day ut come when the people ſhall firmly rally round the 


_ conftitution, and range themſelves boldly under the ſtandard of 


freedom.” = | | 
| : No. 26. Nov. 25, 1797. 

„What thinks royalty now? how ttands its account with the 
world? is it at laſt convinced of its madneſs and vanity, in opprets- 
ing the will of a great, but oppreſſed nation, oe determined to 


be free! 


In the letter to Lord Carhampton, under the title of Satanides, is 


the following paſlage : 


5 „„ „„ N. 27. Nov. 28, 170% 
„lt was indeed to be lamented that you ſhould periſh by the 


| Rroke of primate juſtice, and defraud the executioner of his right, and 


the nation of its example. Were you this moment ſurrounded by 
the juſtly enraged populace; were their arms raiſed to inflict the 
defired doom, I would throw myſelf among their poniards, I would 
endeavour to reſcue you from their fury, F would intercede for your 
hated life—1 would ſay, © ſuffer him to pollute the air a little 
longer; degrade not the majeftic exertions of the people, by em- 
ploying them on ſo baſe an object. The day comes when jul- 
tice ſhall prevail, when Ireland ſhall raiſe her head from the duft, 
P and perform a ſolemn  factifice to the conſtitution—on th. a 
3 66 6 
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« ful day of rejoicing to the good, and terror to the wicked, 'afew 
vidlims muy be required; and this wretch may be included in the 
« number, and meet the ignominious doom of a traitor,” 0 


„ + ads 2 ͤ ĩð Ne, / 
Gracious God ! for what miſery are we reſerved ? when ſuch atro- 
cities are ſtamped with the praiſe of ſpirit, and when it is proclaimed 
to the Republic of France, that the natives of this devoted country 
are thus hunted down like wild beaſts, by their own: nobility and 
gentry ; when we ſee the addre/s of Hoche, offering liberty and proteo- 
tion, anſwered by the manifeſto of Lord Grenville, denouncing ſlaves 
ry and blood,” e 20k ee 
Same. 


* Let not your ill-judged violence, let not thoſe diviſions that ate 
villainouſly fowed amongſt you, provoke the Father of Juſtice to 
puniſh your cruelty to one another, with condign rigour ; be aſſured 
tho* © ſorrow laſteth for a night, that joy cometh in the morning.“ 
Be patient, be firm, and the ſame unanimity that makes common 
calamity ſupportable, will, be aſſured, make united effort irreſiſtible,” 


No. 28. Nov: 30, 179) 


Erin, Daughter of the main, [8 
When ſhall thou thy rights regain? _.T. 
Soon, oh! ſoon, thy ſtandard green, 
Proudly flying ſhall be ſeen. 
Soon thy heroes croud the plain, 
Freedom marching in their train; 
Echo all along the ſhore, 
Shall repeat the cannons roar. f 
Tyrants blood in ſtreams ſhall flow,. | 
Proſtrate fall the haughty foe.” 3 
5 | | &c. &c. | 


| f No. 29. Dec. 2, 1797. 
To the STUDENTS of TRINITY COLLEGE. 


«You, my fellow-ſtudents, have explored the page of hiſtory. 
Where the inſet courtier is forgotten, the deſpot is blaſted in infa- 
my, and the glorious Tyrannicide _ W Can you 2 


a 


=_ 7 ie. 


one inſtance. of a people naturally brave, and wanting but the will I , 
to be illuſtrious, ſuccumbing to the domination of their own ſer- a 
vants, their minions, and paſlively agonizing under the extremities t 
of opreſſion ? No; Ireland is ſingular in ſuffering, and in coward. 
ice; ſhe could cruſh her tormentors, and yet they embowel her; 
* ſhe could be free, yet ſhe is a ſlave. | | 


2 . Preſs, No. 30. Dec. 5th, 1797. A 
There are many reaſons for doubting that the Engliſh govern- e 
ment will venture on their favourite ſcheme of removing our mili- „ 
tia, Without an act of parliament they dare not attempt it, as / 
they well know that the Iriſh militia, in ſo juſt a cauſe, would d 
reſiſt force by force, and be ſupported, in ſuch reſiſtance, by every 4 
_ honeſt man in the nation.” 3 

55 8 % Noe Dec. ih, 17% 

We recommend the proclamation of general Buonaparte to 
the Ligurian Republic, to the moſt ſerious conſideration of the Iriſh " 
patriots. It is a proclamation that breathes the moſt tender ſenti- N e 
ments of moderation and morality, and teaches us that the beſt cauſe 
is endangered, and the pureſt motives counteraCcted by violence and 
paſſion. Above all, it is a leſſon to the tyrants of Europe, as it 
teaches them that they cannot delude their ſubjects by falſe colour- 
ings of «© French Liberty ;” and that wherever the French have 
carried their arms, they have deſtroyed corrupt governments, 
and led the people to exiſt with glory,” 1 


6 | No. 34. Dec. r4th, 1707. 
Monaghan Aſſizes. Among thoſe convicted, many of whom 
were Catholics, were the two only ſons of an innocent and vener- 
able old man of the name of Johnſton, a Proteſtant Diſſenter ;= 
the eldeſt for taking arms in the town of Glaſlough, 1 prevent the 
diſarming of the county by the military: — the other, for ſimply admini. 

 fering the United Iriſhman's Oath. The eldeſt was pardoned—the 
youngeſt hanged, it is ſaid by miſtake, &c. The youth, who 
was 17 years of age, walked undaunted to the place of execution, 
and met death with a compoſure that argued a mind unconſcious of 


E | 
3 | No. 35. Dec. 16th, 1997. 
Such is now the effect of politics, that family diſputes are be- ſe 
eome very frequent by the contrary opinions entertained, and ve th 
R e 5 conſtantly 


l 


M 


W © 


conſtantly hear of ro /fiers who are for ever grumbling; and 
who, we think, would, as our countryman ſays, © agree better 
together, if 1hey were aſun der.“ 396 1 555 
3 ©, 15 No. 36. Dec. 19th, 179). 
_ © The Catholics. and Preſbyterians are united in indiſſoluble ties, 
like dying martyrs, in a common caule, priding themſelves in 
mutual good offices, and for ever abjuring the barbarous tanaticiſm _ 
that made them hate each other, From the Proteſtants of the 
eſtabliſhment, every man of worth, of talent, or of honour, has 
ranged himſelf by their ſide; and nothing now remains againſt 
Iriſþ union but 25,000, as near as may be, of bigots, hirelings, and 
dependants, juſt enough to furniſh the Lord Lieutenant with ad- 


dreſſes. | | 
To IRISH :W OMEN: <- Same. 


« In political changes you have been frequently the aQtuating 
principle; then, oh! determine to act for the melioration of your 
country in the mighty criſis which awaits her, i 

elt is abſurd to ſuppoſe that there is not a preponderaney of recti - 
tude either on the part of 1he gov-rnment, or of the people; if then 


juſtice be on one ſide of the queſtion, impartiality is not only 


puſillanimous, but criminal. I only urge you to inve/tigate, and choaſe 
your opinions. This is your bounden duty; if you perform it, 
and abſtract the conſideration from prejudice, I have no doubt you 
will determine as you ought ; I have no doubt that Erin will have 
to boaſt a race of daughters, as patriotic as they are fair—as mag- 
nanimous as they are lovely. I know your arms are not ſinewed 
to buffet the ſurge of war; you have a far different field for exer- 
tion; be it yours to conciliate, to animate, to perfuade. Truth, 
in its moſt” ſtern and rugged form, is reſpeQable; but, when it 
aſſumes the guiſe of woman, it is irreſiſtible.” Pf 


No. 39. Dec. 26th, 1997. 

To Tus LORD LIEUTENANT, | 
“The day is faſt approaching, when you will be ſtruck with a 
ſenſe of your duty, but perhaps too late; when promiſes and 


threats will be equally deſpiſed 4 : people determined to be Po. . 
| | ö | . 


bi one Sec Wo. 39. Dee. a6th, 19% 
A Chriſtmas-box to the readers of the Preſs, concluding, after 
recommending ſobriety and orderly behaviour to the United Iriſh- 
men. In vain would the coward, who lurks for the moment, 
when ſucceſs may determine him to come forward to reap a harveſt 
which he has not ſown, expect that ſuch cold-blooded policy will 
avail him. He mayeſcape the puniſhment by which many guilty perſons 
muſt prepare to make atonement for their public crimes ; but contempt 
and impunity can be his only reward. Laſtly, in the language of 
the great apoſtle, © We charge ye, brethren, that you love one 
another; for it is a goodly thing to dwell together in unity and bro- 
.  therly love; and when your courage and conflancy ſhall have triumphed 
oder your oppreſſors, yours may yet be 1he delightful prerogative of 
tempering juſtice with mercy, _ bt; 
. No. 41. January 2d, 1798. 


To run PEOPLE or IRELAND. 


Be ſteady, my friends, for without ſteadineſs, reſolution is a 
weak virtue? Your ſufferings cannot always laſt, and Europe 
may yet ſee you forgiving thoſe who now whip and ſcourge 
you" Government, even the worſt and wickedeſt, is til} 
overnment, and, while it laſis, ſome reſpect is due to it? 
E bmifion to preſent circumſtances, will demonſtrate how 
worthy you are to participate of that reform, in purſuit of 
which the beſt have bled, and which, be aſſured, your virtue 
muſt attain,” 1 | 


f | 5 | Same. 
But the night of ſorrow is receding, and the day ſtar of 
liberty riſes faſt upon it—The Philoſophy that has enlightened 
the Continent, appreaches to illuminate your Ifle—She rides 
upon the. waves, and navies fink before her; ſhe ſteps upon 
the ſhore, and armies diſappear. Her virtue is your own ; for 
| philoſophy is truth, and truth is ſucceſs,” | - 


| „ No. 43. January 6th, 1998, 

It is both dangerous and unprofitable to oppreſs the poor, 
If it ſhould happen that the ſoldiery and the people ſhould 
make. one common cauſe, as. they. have common intereſt and 
common feelings, the rich muſt prepare to make way for new 
poſſeſſors, and, when it is too late, repent the honeſt. warnings 


No, 


which our faithful columns have ſo often afforded them.“ 


I 
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| cf No. 44. January 9th, 1798. 
« The l 8 of bew 18 daily increaſing in Scotland, 
to the gent annoyance of Sig Majeſty” s miniſters.” N 


| No. 47. January 16th, 1798. 
0 „United lrimen— Their meetings were made felonies 


They ſteadily - kept their Ground; they have been, like the eatly 


chriſtians, perſecuted, put to death and torture they have ſtilt 
perſevered ; at one time 100,000 men were made felons by a 


parliament, of which we do not mean to ſpeak any more; they 


were driven to more ſolemn obligations of fidelity and ſecrecy: 
We believe they are now, with the exception of a few thouſands, 


commenſurate with the population of the nation. 


May they fill be merciful, temperate, and juſt. They 


may, perhaps, ſoon have an opportunity of ſhewing, by acts of 


mercy and forgiveneſs, more ſublime than fortune has yet put 
it into their power to exerciſe, that virtue which it ſhall be our | 
province to cultivate and foſter,” 
| „e 1 
„ This day the. Lord Lieutenant and the King's Parliament 


went to Chriſt's Churchy: to return thanks for the laſt 


— | . 
Ne 48, January 18th, wed. 


To THE YEOMEN or IRELAND. 


Some of you, penn may think you have an intereſt in a 


life of bondage ;—grievoufly will you find yourſelves miſtaken ; 


a day of reckoning will come when the utmoſt farthing muſt be 
paid. Look around you; count the millions that are burſting their 
chains, and ſay, which has the majority; you or the nation ? Ad- 
here to that duty -from which no oath can abſolve you: Protetl 
your country. and its laws, 1 


But your King; —— The hiſtory of 1 your country has told you, 
that allegiance and prote ion are mutual; and that, could the 
monarch violate the laws, your oath of allegiance would be an 
oath / refitance, Will you be the Iriſh © gentry,” that, Lord 
e e ſays, Joly in os menen of their country ? Or would 

70 
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you not rather be that generous Iriſh people, who, he ſays, 4 
reſiſt abuſe, | I . ; : 
No. 48, Jan. 18th, 1798. 


THE DISUNITED MEN. 


© The Diſunited Men ſay, there can be no conciliation with 
traitors, we hope however, that zrtrs as they are, they will find 
that mercy which they did not ſhew,” ſuch of them at leaſt, as are 
not ſteeped to the very eyes © in crimes of deadly hue” :—Arſon, 
conſpiracy, ſubornation, perjury, and murder, cannot be forgiven. . 
Libels and cheats may be forgiven; folly and malice deſpiſed — 
Ponder on this, ye diſunited men.” | 


Preſs, No. 51, Jan. 25th, 1798. 


To THEIR HIGH MIGHTINESSES— THF GENERALS, LIEU- 
TENANT-GENERALS, &c. NON-COMMISSIONED OFFI- 
CE RS, DRUMMERS, and PRIVAT ES, vow EXERCISING THE 

Pow RS of GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND, | 


* The PETITION of the poor afflicted People of Iretand, wnited 
in Misfortune and affection to each other, and in humble Duty 
to your Highneſſes, &c. 


ME do dutifully implore your Highneſſes to do all ſeeming 
juſtice towards ves, and ſeeing how little profit and advan- 
tage there is, or has been, in deſtroying the habitations, &c. of 
your poor and dutiful ſubjects; and ſeeing how many palaces and 
caſtles, &c. there bein the hands of your inveterate enemies, &c. and 
many biſhopricks, rectories, and other offices in church and ſtate 
there be, We, therefore, pray your Highneſſes to take the ſame 
to your non-gracious w/e, and to conſider what goodly biſhops, 
judges, lawyers, ſpeakers, marquiſſes, counſellors of ſtate, and taſters 
of wine, your Mightineſſes would make, and above all, how much 
eafier is the burthen of ſpending a few thouſand pounds by the year, than 
that of carrying a knap/ack and firelock, as the greater part of you at 
 prafent do; and we pledge ourſelves to aſſiſt you in the ſaid juſt and 
neceſſary undertaking—for God and for man — for religinn—for our 
rights and liberties —for magna charta—the bill of rights—the trial 
by gary —and our moft bleſſed conſtitution in church and flate,” &c. 
| |; | | No, 


No. 52. Jan. 27th, 1798. 5 


From Mr. ROGER O'CONNOR's Third Letter. 


Thanks to the God of Nature, who works by means inſcrut- 
able to mortal ken, Grenville, Pitt, and Jenkinſon, have done 
_ wonders; they. have nearly realiſed our fand hopes of ſeeing thoſe 
abuſes, which have hither tn withſtood the ineſfectual ſtruggles of divided 
kingdoms, fall proſtrate before the moderate, but determined exertions 


of united nations.” | 
. | No. 56. Feb. 6th, 1798. 

„To CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have received a dialogue between a venerable” old coun- 


tryman and a ſoldier, in which the countryman ſeduces the ſoldier 
from murder and robbery; but ſhews, that even though it be loyal, 


and for the good of religious and ſocial order to murder and plun=- _ - 


| der, it is both ſafer, and more profitable, tu rob the rich than the poor.” 
No. 57. Feb. 8, 1798. 
« The. PROELE | +5) 


Happy would it be for their oppreſſors, were the preſent 

ſilence of the people he filence of death; but thrice happy for the 
people it ear 4 the /lence of fleep. The night is nearly ſpent, and 
the morning breaks # * # . Your Lordſhip (the Lord Lieu- 
tenant) may have the happineſs of ſeeing, that the Iriſh people are 
as valiant in the field, as they are patient under torture, and re- 
ſignetl at the /caffold.” e 
| 1 No. 58. Feb. 10, 1798. 
The Preſbyterian of Ulſter wiſhes for life only that he may 
ſee his country free, and all the people partaking equally the 
rights and privileges of Citizens; nothing leſs rs their ol ject than 
the independence of Ireland, and the freedom of all its inhabitants. Truſt 
me, the Preſby terians of Ulſter do by no means wiſh to ſee you fit 
down contented with cold catholic emancipation, as a g/t from 
2 government: No; they wifh to ſee you by your own energy, 
reſcue yourſelves from that oppreſſion you have ſo long * 
| 8 under; 


pts, apt 26. Going ſo, they are ready to rift every thing in the 


3 * - - * * — „ ” 


common cauſe.” | i 
| | 5 No. 58. Feb. 10, 1798. 
„What a: glorious proſpect opens to the view of every ho- 
neſt Iriſhman. The adminiſtration is reduced to this dreadful 
precipice, that if it moved forward, it is daſhed to pieces; and if 
it attempts to retreat, certain deſtruction is its fate. Thus, in the 


very nature of things, the diſſolution of the preſent ſyſtem is 


inevitable; and the freedom of Ireland is as certainly approaching, 
as the noontide blaze advances from the early dawn. A little 
patience will ſoon terminate our ſufferings. Perſeverance in union, 
and brotherly affection, will, for the preſent, alleviate them. We 


hear of your ſufferings, and your virtues; we are alſo ſuffering” 


with you in the ſame cauſe; and the time is not far diſtant, when 
our p2ſ/ive virtues, impreonated with the active ones, ſhall procure 
for Ireland her rights; ſhall hurl confuſion and deſtruction on her 
enemies ; ſhall avenge the manes of her ſlaughtered patriots, in- 
demnify the ſufferings of thoſe who may eſcape the proſcription, 
_ conſolidate the everlaſting glory, happineſs and peace of 
reland,” | | 


| No. 61. Feb. 17, 1798. 
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


4 Your maſters are alarmed : They will propoſe a reform 
in parliament, not ſo much to divide you, (for that they know 


is impoſlible,) as to paralyze your efforts, and to ſhake that 


which they cannot pull down. Truſt them not.—Whilſt 
they thought you diſunited and unable to reſiſt tyranny, they 


reviled and inſulted you; but at the name of the Great Na- 


tion, they ſhrunk into their own worthleſſneſs: Already they 
dear its thunders breaking on their heads, and ſee its armies pouring 


Jeſtruction on them. While thoſe thunders rolled at a diſtance, / 


they deſpiſed the noiſe; for men are apt to be brave when they 
apprehend no danger; but as the ſound approaches, their dread 
increaſes with its nearneſs, and appalled at the power they had 
ſo often defied, they lower the loftineſs of their air, and aſſume 


the tones of moderation, &c. If they be fincere in their pro- 


feſſions 
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feſſions of retorm, let the axe be laid to the root, What fignifies the 

clippings and ſhearings of a few withered leaves, while the whole 

trunk 1s rotten? Let the tree be cut down and. caft into the fire, it 
has but too long cumbered the ground ;—beware of them when they 
have over-reached you and got you in their power, they will return 
to their old ſyſtem, and afterwards laugh at you. Neither muſt you 
hope a ſecond time to be relieved, but be ſteady, and do not aft pro- 
fanely, thwart not that kind Providence which is working your deliver- 
ance.” _ | | te 


| No. 6. Feb. 17th, 10 8 

« We muſt deplore his (Col. Manſergh St. George's). death, as 
the melancholy conſequence of that pernicious ſyſtem of Pitt and his 
aſſociates, which by hollowing the rich - againſt the poor, the proteſ- 
tant againſt the papiſt—weakly endeavours .to prevent. an union, 
which muſt terminate in the deſtruction of their power, and the pu- 


niſhment of their crimes; a very ſhort time, however, will expoſe 
thoſe aſſaſſins in their true colours“. . 


No. 63. Feb. 22, 1798. : 


« What a people can. do, the people of North America have 
done; what a people ought to do, the people of Ireland are con- 
ſidering.“ ä | „ 


Same. 
% The Preſs will continue to its laſt hour to deſpiſe its adverſaries; 
and be it ſilenced when it may, it will live in the remembrance of 


Irſhmen, whoſe union is now complete, who know their duties, and 
will perform them.“ Oh | 7 


> The diſpoſition to repel oppreſſion and maſſacre, are clearly 


augmented by the late determination to purſue, and of conſequence 
to encreaſe rigorous meaſures againſt the people of this land: But 
men when inſpired by liberty, will not long deliberate on adopting 


what nature prompts, Freedom, or——ELSE.” | +; 
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PRESS. 


Extras from a leiter in No. 68 of the Preſs, which 2015 ſeized on thy 
Aay of its intended publication, addreſſed to the Author of Coercion. 


My Lord, the ancients entertained a ſuperſtition that in certain 
circumſtances men were irrefiſtibly impelled by ſome ſecret power to 
their own deſtruction; or, to uſe a word which ſeems to be imme- 
diately derived from the ſuperſtition, that they were infatuated ; ſuch, 
my Lord, at preſent feems your ſituation.—-You ſeem to ſhut your 

eyes on the ſituation of this country—you ſeem incapable of deriv. 
ing any advantage from the example of another country — The hand 
of fate ſeems upon you, and you ſtill go on as fooliſhly confident, 
and as madly gay, as the inſect that flutters round the torch, or the 
bird that cannot reſift the faſcination of the ſerpent's jaws that are ex- 
tended to devour nim. | 


I know, my Lord, you plume yourſelf on the imaginary fafety of 
your ſituation. But pride not yourſelf any longer on that circum. 
ſtance; deceive yourſelf no more; I tell you, you are in danger: 
think not to ſcreen yourſelf behind the ſhield of parliamentary ſup- 
port: repoſe not on the deluſive promiſes of military protection: 
they will avail you nothing in the dread moment of- national retribu- 
tion, and amid the confuſion of revolutionary vengeance. 


Ar ſuch a moment, if, unhappily, perſeverance in your preſent 
conduct ſhould induce it, the facred perſon of the judge will not be 
reſpected; your elevated ſituation will not protect you; the forma- 
ties of trial may be laid aſide ; the cautious and eſtabliſhed rules of 
evidence may be exploded : at ſuch a juncture the forms of law may 
not be inſulted to juſtify your execution. There will be no neceſſity 
for ſuborned teſtimony, or intoxicated jurymen, to procure your con- 
demnation. Ireland can afford the cleareſt evidence of your crimes: 
the unanimous voice of its inhabitants will pronounce you guilty ; on 
ſuch an occaſion, our diſguſt againſt the duty of the executioner, vil 
be ſuſpended, and men will contend for che honour of terminating ſo 
deſtructive an exiftence. | 1 "s 


No. XXVIL. „ 


| Fxtrafts Now a ColleAlion of Song inlitled 11 i Harp * new ſro. 


The new Five la. 
Tone ih was a Wanton Wag. 


| Muſe of energy and fire, 
Stretch abroad thy boldeſt wing, 
Freedom calls! aſſume the lyre, 
Freedom calls! ariſe and fing. 
Viva la, long live the people, 
Free from care and ſlavery, 
Viva la, Hibernia ! 
Man will ſurely ſoon be free. 


Sing the Captive's broken chain, 

Sing the tyrant's withered arm, 

Mad oppreſſion ſtorms in vain, 

Freedom's. breath has broke the charm. 
Viva la, &c. 


Slayery's baſtile . its head, 
Deep the ſtrong foundation lay, 
Loft in its tremendous ſhade, 


Nations mourned the abſent day. | if 
| Viva ha, cee 


Al the ghaſtly regions round, : 
Stretched immenſe a hideous wild, 
Miſery hoped and horror frowned, 


Men deſpair d and demons ſmiled. 
| Viva * &c. 


Sudden n from afar, Fn 
Freedom's awful voice was heard; 
Glorious as the morning ftar, 
Soon Long herſelf appeared, 
Viva la, &c. 

Triumph ſhining in her eyes, 
Beams of heavenly ſplendor ſhed, 
Kindling up the glowing ſkies, 


Darkneſs ſaw and midnight fled. b 
Viva la, &c. | : | 
M m2 Down 
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Nature blew in flowery green. 


. 


b Sewn: the gothic ſtructure then, 


Thundered on the builders heads, 
Slaves beheld, and ſprung to men, 


T yrants ſaw and ſhrunk to ſhades, _ 
Viva la, &c. 


Storms and tempeſts howling flew, 


Deſolation left the ſcene, 
Gales of vernal fragrance blew, 


Viva la, &. 


Freedom, ſtill extend thy ſway, 
Boundleſs may thy influence run, 
Univerſal as the day, 


Fertan as the „ of 
| Viva la, &, 


Plant, Plant the Tree. 
Tune—Daffy hi down dilly. 
| iſt, 


See, Erin's ſons, yon riſing beam, 
The eaſtern hills adorning, 


Now freedom's ſun begins to gleam, 
And break a glorious morning ; 
Deſpotic ſway from France is chaſed, 
And church deluſions vaniſhed, 

Our iſle ſhall never be diſgraced, 


. If theſe dread fiends were baniſhed, 


Chorus, 


oy Plant, plant the tree, fair freedom's tree, 
Midſt danger, wounds and ſlaughter, 


Erin's green fields its ſoil ſhall be, 
Her tyrants blood its water. 

| c Add. 
They come, they come, ſee myriads come, 
Of Frenchmen to relieve us, 
Seize, ſeize the pike, beat, beat the drum, 


They come my friends to ſave us; 


Whilſt trembling deſpots fly this land, 
To ſhun impending danger, 


We ſtretch forth our fraternal hand, 


To hail each welcome ſtranger. 
Plant, plant the tree, &e, 


That 


Vo. XXVII. N 


That caſlle which a ages * 

For deſ pots was appointed, 

Vou, ſovereign people, claim at laſt, 

For you're the Lord! s enointed: 

The uſeleſs baubles that adorned 

Our late Vice-royal ninnies, 

Now to the crucible reti rned, N - 


| Produce you uſeful pines 
1 Plant, plant the tree, dee 
4t 


Thoſe nicknames, "Marquis, Lord and Earl, ä 
That ſet the crowd a gazing, : 

We prize as hogs eſteem a pearl, 

Their parents ſer a blazing, . 
No more they'l vote away our wealth, 

To pleaſe a King or Queen, firs, 
But gladly pack away by ſtealth, 

Or taſte che guillotine, fi irs. 

Plant, plant the tree, &c. 
5th. | 
Our Commons too, who ſay ſo ſooth, 

2 repreſent the nation, 

Shal ſcamper eaſt, weſt, north and 9 

Or feel our indignation ; 

The Speaker's mace to current coin, | 

We preſently will alter, 

For ribbons lately thought ſo fine, 


We i] fit each with a halter. 
Plant, plant the tree, &c. 
Sth. : 


No more our tythes we'll grumbling throw, 
To thoſe who on us trample, 
But, where he wills each man ſhall go, 
To reaſon's pureſt tem ple; 
Erin go brah, each choir ſhall ſing, 
'The i oppreſſed to chear, firs, 
Not theſe curs'd ſounds, 4 God ſave the King,” 
Diſcordant grate our ears, firs. 
| Plant, plant the tree, &c. 
57th. 5 


The nations bank has been put up 

To ſwindling moſt completely, 

To forgeries it e en can ſtoop, 

On guinea notes ſo neatly, 

And when it gets your ſolid coin, | : 
The cuſtom-houſe marauder, | 
Will forgery in red letters join 


To the back of Townly Lawder, 
. plant the tree, &e. 
Thoſe 


Whoſe far fetched, quibbling quirks ſurpaſs 


No. XXVII. 
8th. 


Thoſe lawyers who with face of braſs, 
And wigs replete with learning, 


Republicans diſcermng ; 
For them, to ancient forms be Raunch, 


?*F will ſuit fuch worthy fellows, 
In juſtice ſpare one legal branch, 


I mean, reſerve the gallows. 


Plant, _ne the tree, Kc. 


gth. 


And when th” all glorious work i is done, 


Rejoice with one another, 


To plough-ſhares beat the ſword and gun, 


Now every man's your brother; 
Deteſted wars ſhall ever ceaſe 

In kind fraternization, - 

All will be harmony and peace, 

And the whole world one nation. 


Plant plant the tree, &e, 


| be Fatal Blow. 
 Tune—O'er the Hil s and far away 


Come come my countrymen advance, 


Charge your muſket, point your lance ; 
Proclaim your will from ſhore to ſhore, 


Till tyranny ſhall be no more. 


Too long have tyrants ruled the land, 
Too long you ſpare the ruffian band; 


The blood by vile oppreſſors ſhed 


Calls vengeance on each guilty head. 


To you in this deciſive hour 
Avenging fate entruſts her power, 


Then haſte to ſtrike the fatal blow 


And puniſh each tyrannic foe, 
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Printed Papers againſt taking Bank Notes, and purchaſing Quit Rents; 
A CAUTION TO THE BRETHREN. _ 


THOSE appointed by you to ſuperintend your intereſts, have 
from time to time ſent you ſuch advice, or information, as they were 
enabled from reflection, or enquiry to offer for your advantage and 
and the general good. | 6 


Still actuated by the ſame principle of zeal and fidelity, they deem 
it their duty to caution you againſt the immenſe quantity of bank 
notes, which government is fabricating without bounds. We need 
not tell you that the value of any bank note reſts upon the credit of 
him who iſſues it. And in our opinion, the iſſuer of this paper is a 
bankrupt, who in all likelihood muſt ſhortly ſhut up, and run away. 
The preſent convenience of circulation will be but poor amends for 
the ſubſequent beggary and ruin it will bring on the holders ; for you 
know it will be waſte paper and muſt ſtop ſomewhere as ſoon as there 
is a burſt, and that the poſſeſſor, (God help him) will be robbed of 
ſo much property as he has taken it for, 11. 


Sometimes people accept of rap-halfpence for the convenience of. 
change; but that is by far not ſo fooliſh as taking theſe bank notes; 
for a tinker or braſs-founder will give you ſomething for baſe metal: 
but when the government goes down, theſe fine notes of theirs, with 
ſtamps of hundreds and thouſands upon them, will not fetch a penny 4 
pound at a ſnuff-ſhop. Beſides, government has a great many guineas 
in the banks and elſewhere, which there is a deſign of hoarding up 
againſt the hard puſh, when theſe folks are very certain their bank 
notes will not be worth as much as the old rags they were made of. 
But if you'll not give the government contractors or commiſſioners 
your goods without hard caſb they muſt ſhell out the geld. What is 
the worſt that can happen to you, but to fell ſomewhat leſs, until 
the want of your commoditics makes them pay for them in proper 
coin; or if you don't ſell, is it not better for you to have your goods 
than to give them for nothing. 7, : 


The 


„ 


THE UNITED IRISHMEN 
5 10 THE . 
LANDED AND MONIED INTERESTS OF IRELAND, 
Whereas it has been propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


to ſell the quit rents of the Crown, in order to raiſe new ſupplies 
for the proſecution of this unjuſt, unneceſſary and ruinous war: Noy, 


we the UNITED IRIsRMExN, impelled by a ſenſe of public duty, and a 


ſincere regard to the rights of property, think fit to give you this pub. 
lic caution, that no ſuch fraudulent tranſaction, conſuming by antici- 
pation the reſources and future revenues of the Nation, will be ſuffi. 
cient to ſtand good in the event of a Revolution and a free Legiſla- 
ture; a fair and ſolid bargain muſt have the ſanction of due authority: 
but this, as well as every other loan or contract now in agitation, is in 
itſelf invalidated by the nefariouſneſs of its object, and the incom- 
peteney of the preſent Parliament to bind the Nation by any a& 
whatſoever, as it is notorious to the whole world that it was named 
by the Crown, under the terrors of martial law ; that there exiſts in 


it no freedom of action, but that it is the bought baſe inſtrument of 


ſupporting an exterminating government and foreign dominion, 


Aller this lei the Dupes blame themſelves, 
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Extract From the Trial of Daniel Gillan, Owen M*<Canna, | William 
M*Canna and Peter MeCarron, Privates in the Monaghan Sh, na of - 


B Charges 2 | | 5 | | | | EY . ef . 
er | 1 = | 135 5 2 2 | . . | , | | = 
lies iſt. For exciting, cauſing, and joining in a Mutiny and Sedi- 


d, ton in the ſaid regiment. 


th. 2d. For not uſing their utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs ſaid 
ci Mutiny and Sedition, being preſent: thereat ; and alſo for not 


fi- giving information without delay to their Commanding Officer, of 
u- ſuch Mutiny or intended Mutiny, as ſoon as they came to the 
y: knowledge thereof. 5 1 1 5 


n- W The firſt witneſs, Corporal John Reel depoſed, “ I met Daniel 
E Gillan and Owen M' Canna one day in North-ftreet ; Gillan aſked 


ed me what T thought of the plan he had laid out, 1.then aſked him 

what it was, he told me it was to get articles from the town's people 

of to form Societies in the regiment. I ſaid I did not think there were 
ſcholars goed enough in the regiment to carry on the bulineſs ; 
he made anſwer, and ſaid, that he and Owen M*Canna were 
ſcholars” good enough to carry on that and more; we then ap- 

ointed a meeting for that night at the houſe of one Griffin, in 
!ne Bell Entry, we met accordingly at Griffin's houſe, myſelf 

and the three priſoners, Daniel Gillan, Owen M<Canna, and 
William M*Canna, we went up ftairs, called for ſome beer and 
ſent for Griffin, but he was not in the houſe that night. The pri- 
ſoners and I together with ſome others whoſe names I do not 
now recolle&, went to Griffin's the next night, and we ſent down 
for Griffin and he came up ſtairs to us—Damiel Gillan ſpoke 
ſometing to Griffin, and Griffin would not ſay auy thing concern» _ 
ing it, until Owen Me Canna aſſured him I was an United Iriſhman |} 
and that he need not be afraid; Daniel Gillan then told him 
what we were come about. Daniel Gillan ſaid that he expected 

Griffin would do as much as he could to aſſiſt us; Griffin ſaid ge 
would do as much as he could, but he was ſure be could do no- 
9 5 „ Nn 2 thing 


V 


thing until ſuch time as a ſtricter account was given in of what 
United Iriſhmen were in the regiment, and at that meeting 
Griffin defired us to appoint two of the ſteadieſt men that were 
amongſt us to go with their returns to a Committee in town, and 
that he would go with them to a Committee or Society where they 
would get a return of the number of United Iriſnmen in Ireland 
and in the French fleet, and Griffin ſaid unleſs Societies were 
formed amongſt the men themſelves that they never could be of any 
-uſe to the town's people, and to Jet every news that was be made 
known to them, ſo as that upon a ſignal to be ſettled by the town's 
people and given to a confidential man to be made known to all 
the ref}, they might turn out of the ranks, and to be poſitive 
there were no traitors amongſt them; and our bufineſs upon 
turning out was to join the town's people and the mob.—Danie] 
Gillan made mention of Robert M*Adam, a grenadier, and de- 
fired us to be' cautious of him, and to caution all men that we 
knew to be United Iriſhmen againſt him, as he had heen ſworn 
by a perſon in the town to diſcover or find out any of the men 
who were United Iriſhmen.—William M*Canna then ſwore that 
if Robert M*Adam ever found out or diſcovered of a man in the 
regiment that he would murder him. Owen M Canna then ſaid 
that not only him but any other man in the regiment that ſhould 
make any diſcovery ſhould meet with the ſame. We then fell to 


and appointed one man of each company to make a return of the 


United men in their different companies, which returns was to 
be made in ſome time after, as ſoon as they could get it done.— 
Daniel Gillan was appointed to inform the men that were not there 
of their being ſo appointed, and he, Gillan, was appointed to make 
a return of Captain Lucas's company—Owen MCanna was ap- 
pointed for the Major's, and William M*Canna for Colonel 
Leſlie's. We then waired for about a fortnight or three weeks and 
had a meeting at the houſe of one Crozier, of Union-ſtreet, when 
we all came in, namely,myſelf, the priſoners and others. I came in 
the laſt, we called for ſome beer, after drinking ſome beer 
we got in pens, ink, and paper—Daniel Gillan called - on 
Patrick M*Canna to give in his return for the grenadiers, 
and as the returns were given in Owen M*Canna wrote 
them down, and when it came to Captain Lucas's compa- 

ny the return as I beſt recollect was twenty-five, and Gillan ex- 
claimed and faid, we were dilatory in not putting the men up, as 


we. 
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we ſnould do, and having the veterans perſected; we ſwore in 
three Secretaries. The three priſoners then ſaid it was unneceſſa» 
ry for them to ſwear as they had been ſworn before, and 1 was 


objected to as a Secretary, not knowing how to read or write, _ 


They then aſked me (the entire that was there) if I knew who was 
the beſt ſcholar in the company I belonged to, and if 1 did, to 
bring him forward to be an United Iriſhman, in order to ſwear 
him to be Secretary to the company. I agreed on doing ſo—we - 
then fell to and voted for two of the ſteadieſt men to go with the 


| return to the town's people. Owen M*Canna, the priſoner, and 


ohn Wilſon were appointed to go with the returns. Daniel 
Gillan ſaid, by the time we got an anſwer from the town's people 


that we would get every news, and a ſtate of all the United Irith- _ 


men in Ireland, and of.every news from the French fleet, and a 
return of the United Iriſhmen in the Engliſh fleet, and when the 
trouble broke out upon a ſignal given, if it was by day-light the 
men would turn out of the ranks, and if it was by night, if it 
could be ſo contrived, an United Iriſhman ſhould be ſentry at the . 

gate, who was to ſel] the Barracks, and ſuch United Iriſhmen as 

were within the Barracks were to exert themſe]ves in ſeizing ſuch 


* 


arms and ammunition within as they could get.“ 
SENTENCE. 


« The Court having taken into their conſideration, the whole 
of the evidence given in ſupport of the charges preferred againſt 
the priſoners, and alſo what was offered by the priſoners in their 
defence, find the priſoners guilty of the charges preferred againſt 
them, in breach of the third and fourth Articles of the ſecond 
Section of the Articles of War, and do therefore adjudge them to 


ſuffer death.“ | 


Extrabt from the Trial of John Ward, Arthur M*Cormick, John O'Neill, 

and Bernard Lunny, Private Soldiers in the Louth Regiment of Mili» 
tia, held at Limerick, on the 15th of May, 1797, on the following 
Charges: „„ 


For Mutiny and Sedition, and endeavouring to excite the ſame. 
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On a queſtion from the Proſecutor to the evidence, Jeremiah 


Daly, he anfwered, that “ None but O'Neill ſaid, that the Freneh 
' would be here; the four priſoners, M*Cormick; Luyny, Ward, 
and O'Neill, faid, that when the French came, the United Iriſh. 
men would be all one with them; and O' Neill faid, that by know. 
ing the ſigns, I would be ſafe, but cannot tell the exact time when 
it was faid, but it was often repeated by O' Neill.“ | 


SENTENCES. 

„ The evidence being clofed, and the priſoners withdrawn, the 
Court took the evidence into their conſideration, which had been 
hid before them, And do find the priſoner, John Ward, guilty 
of the charges preferred againſt him, being a breach of the 30 
and 4th Articles, of the 2d Section of the Articles of War, and 
do therefore adjudge, that he ſhall ferve as a ſoldier, for life, in 
any of the corps ſtationed in any of his Majeſty's dominions, 
beyond the ſeas, or in foreign parts, that his Majeſty ſhall think 
m. — The Court have not awarded a ſevere puniſhment to the pri. 
ner, on account of his youth, and on account of his havin 
voluntarily came forward, and furrendered himfelf to his Com- 
manding Officer, to whom he owned the entire of his guilt, be- 
fore any crime had been laid to his charge. 


The Court do likewiſe find the prifoners, Arthur M- Cormiek, 


and John O'Neill, guilty of the crimes preferred againſt them; 
being a breach of the zd and 4th Artiele, of the 2d Section, of 
the Articles of War, And do therefore ad judge, that they ſhall 
ferve as ſoldiers for life, in any of the Corps ſtationed in any of 
his Majeſiy's dommions beyond the ſeas, or in foreign parts, that 
his Majeſty ſhall think fit, —The Court do likewife find the pri- 
ſoner, Bernard Lunny, guilty of ſedition, and endeayouring to 
excite the ſame, being a breach of the 3d and 4th Articles of the 
2d Section of the Articles of War, and do adjudge, that 
he ſhall ſerve as a ſoldier for ſeven years, in any of the Corps fta- 
tioned in any of his Majeſty's dominions beyond the ſeas, or in 
foreign, par ts, that his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to order? — 


Extratl 


Tae 


Extraft from the Trial of Bernard Gilmore, James Mallan, Thomas Wall, 
Patrick M*Maullen, and Edward I oods, Private Soldiers in the Louth © 
Regiment of Militia, held on the 241% of May, 1797, on the follow= 


ing charges „ 


1ſt. For joining in Mutiny and Sedition. 


2d, For coming to the knowledge of intended M utiny and Se- 
dition, and not endeavouring to ſuppreſs the ſame ; and for not, 
without delay, giving information thereof, to their Commanding 


Otticer. 


On a queſtion from the Proſecutor, to the-Evidence, John 
O'Neill, he anſwered “ When I was in company with Bernard \ 
Gilmore, and James Mallan, the way I heard it explained, that 
when the Freneh ſhould come, we were to be ſuch as them, that 
there was to be no rich, but all equality, and that there was no 
uſe in our going againſt the French, becauſe when all powers were 
againſt them, they could make no hand of them,” „„ 


| SENTENCE. 


The Court, in conſideration of the evidence laid before them, 


do find: the priſoners, Bernard Gilmore, Thomas Wall, and 
Edward Woods, guilty of the crimes laid to their charge, and 
do adjudge that they ſhall ſerve for their reſpective lives, as fol- 
diers abroad, —And the Court having, on the evidence laid be- 
fore them, found the priſoner, James Mallan, guilty of not, with- 
out delay, giving information of the ſedition to his Commanding 


Officer, do adjudge, that he ſhall receive 500 laſhes—and that Pa» 


trick M Mullen, who they likewiſe find guilty on the evidence 
adduced againſt him, ſhall receive one thouſand laſhes. 


Extract from the Trials of Daniel Mahon, and Thomas Carty, F rivates 


of the Kildare Regiment of Militia, at Dublin, on the zoth day of 
May, 1797, on the following Charges, vi. | 


1ſt. For exciting and joining in Mutiny and Sedition. 


2d. For 


» 
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2d. For adviſing and perſuading two men of the Duke of York's 
Royal Regiment of Highlanders, to deſert his Majefty's ſerviee, 


James Maſon, the ſecond witneſs, depoſed—* I was walkin 
with Corporal Brunton, and the two priſoners met us, and aſked 
us if we would go and take a glaſs, the Corporal at firſt refuſed 
it, ſaying that he had orders to take out. We however went into 
a houſe, and they called for a naggin of whiſkey, and aſked us if 
we were going to ſtand out for a ſhilling a day, as all ſoldiers were 
going to do it. We ſaid we did not know, or hear any thing 
about it; then they began, and aſked us what we thought about 
the United Iriſhmen, We ſaid we did not know what they meant 
by it; then they ſaid, that if we would join them, it would be bet- 
ter than to be ſoldiers, for that we ſhould have money and pro- 
viſions. They ſaid they had gone out of the barracks without 
any money, and got plenty of it, and they ſaid if any of our offi 
cers looked down upon us, and we would deſert, and come to that 
houſe, we would get clothes, and plenty of every thing, and ne- 
ver be taken; and they deſired the woman of the houſe to take a 
loook at us, that ſhe might know us again; and if we called again, 
to be kind to us. They told us they had a defign to cut off the 
Frazers, becauſe they knew that none of them would join them, 
but koped there were a great many of our's that would join them. 
One of them (the witneſs pointing to Carty) ſaid, that Captain 
Walker told him in the ranks, that he, Carty, was a United Irith- 
man, and he ſaid, the anſwer he returned the Captain was, That 
there were more of them that, than him; and he, Carty, ſaid, 
That the Duke of Leinſter had given up his commiſſion, and that 
they need. not be afraid, for that the head men of the kingdom 
were to take charge of them, — One of them (I cawt recollect 
which) went to an adjoining room,. where there were country 
people, and a Gentleman came back with him and faid—As long 
as we would be in that mind, that they were in, that as long as he 
had threepence, we ſhould have three halfpence of it. They then 
began to ſpeak about Religion, and ſaid it did not ſignify what 
Religion they were to be of; and that the firſi that was to caſt up 
to another what Religion he was of, was to be hung.” | 


SENTENCE, 
The Court having taken ine conſideration, the evidence ad- 


duęeq on the trial of Daniel Mahon, and Thomas Carty, privates 


No. NMI 2. 


in the Kildare Regiment of Militia, find both the priſoners guil- 


ty of the crimes alledged againſt them, in breach of the 3d Arti- 
cle of the 2d Section, of the 5th Article of the sth Section, of 
the Articles of War, and the Court having found the priſoners, 
Daniel Mahon, and Thomas Carty, guilty of exciting and joining in 
Mul iny and Sedition, in breach of the 2d- Article of the 3d Section 


of the Articles of War, do therefore adjudge them to ſuffer. death/ 


| Extraft from the 7. rial of James Matthews and John Sheridan, of the 
Royal Dublin Regiment of Militia, at Blaris Camp, on the 5th day of 


A uly, 1797, on the following Charge, VIZ. 


For exciting and joining in Mutiny and Sedition. 


Mathew Browne of the Dublin Regiment of Militia, the firſt 


witneſs, depoſed ! On our arrival at Caſtle-towh we went into a 
garden, and were brought to a ſmall houſe, when we went in, we 


tound ſeven or eight men, and we were deſired to fit down, the 
houſe, as I heard, belonged to Mefirs. Burn and Teeling, the 


people then addreſſed Matthews, as if he had been there before, 
and aſked him how he was? and faid they had a very thin meet- 
ing there, this night, which they did not expect; we then talked 


of going away, and they ſent for a Gentleman, who deponent 


underfiood to be a Mr. Teeling, and on his diſeourſing to us, he 
aſked the priſoner, Matthews, how he was getting on in the com- 
pany ? He ſaid, very well; damn you, Matthews, ſays he, but 
you are a fine little fellow, and deſerve to be a Captain: — The 
company then began to talk about the French fleet, and Mr. Teel- 


ing ſaid, if they would make their landing good, they would get 


enough to aſſiſt them, and he ſaid that they had plenty of money 
in the funds of their different Committees, to buy ſuch inftru- 
ments as were neceſſary ; and he ſaid by the laſt returns he got 


from Dublin, there were upwards of ninety-thouſand United 


Iriſhmen ; all this happened in the preſence and hearing of the 
priſoner, Matthews, and there were two other ſoldiers of the Re- 
giment preſent, who have ſince deſerted. a ö 


„The next meeting was after the return of the Regiment 
from Monaghan to Dandalk, at O'Hare's, to which deponent was 


warned, with other men of the light company, by the priſoner, 


Matthews; 
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Matthews: We aſſembled on a Sunday evening, to the beſt of 
deponent's recollection ; there were many men of the Dublin 
Regiment, then preſent, amongſt whom were the priſoners, 
Matthews and Sheridan, they were appointed by the majority of 
the meeting, to forward the buſineſs of United Iriſhmen; there 
was a ſoldier of the regiment, of the name of Connor, who ſat 


that night as Preſident, and he declared that any man in the room, 


that would diſcover againſt any of the company then preſent, 
ſhould be aſſaſſinated. We then broke up, but not before a meet. 


ing was appointed for another day. A few nights after we met at 


O'Hare's ; the priſoner Matthews was there, with other men of 


the regiment, but Sheridan, to the beſt of deponent's recollecti. 


on, was not there; and on account of Matthews being acquaint- 

ed with the buſineſs firſt, the men in the room thought proper to 
8 him Lieutenant, as he was ſo forward in the buſineſs, and 
1 


ert in making United Iriſhmen ; ſome of the men ſpoke of the 


priſoner, Sheridan, as a proper man to be Captain, we tiniſhed 
our buſineſs, and we adjourned. UE EY 

„The priſoner, Matthews, had ſuch intercourſe with one 
Woods, an Apothecary at Dundalk, and the prifoner often told the 
deponent, that he underſtood from the intelligence that was con- 
veyed to him by Wood, that there were a number of people at 
Belfaſt, ready to afſlift the French when they landed, and that diſ- 
turbances would begin ſooner than we imagined. One Stewart 


M*oomb, of the Dublin Regiment, was preſent at this commu- 


nication from the priſoner, and I have heard the priſoner often 
declare in the preſence of M<*Coomb, that if the French landed, 
he, the priſoner, Matthews, would join them.” 4 


SENTENCE. 


The Court having taken into conſideration, the evidence 
adduced on the trial of James Matthews, of the Royal Dublin 
Regiment of Militia, find him guilty of the crime alledged 
againſt him, in breach of the 3d article, of the 2d Section, of 
the Articles of War, and do therefore adjudge him to ſuffer death. 

The Court do alſo find the priſoner, John Sheridan, of the 
Royal Dublin Regiment of Militia, guilty of the crime alledged 
againſt him, in breach of the 3d Article, of the 2d Section, of the 
Articles of War, and do therefore adjudge him to ſerve for life, 

| = . | in 
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in any of his Majeſt's dominions beyond the ſeas, or in foreign 


Extract from the Trials of Dominick Giligan, Private of the Raſcommom, 
Patrick Allen, Private of the Galway, Thomas Redmond, Private of the 
 Wenxford, Richard Tankerd, Private of the Limerick County, Michael 
Caſtillo, Private of the Leitrim, Bryan M*Govern, Private of the Me- 
ford, Corporal Drumgold of the Weſtmeath, and Corporal Connor of the 
| Meath Regiments of Militia, held at Bandon, on the 10th day of July, 
1797, on the following Charge, viz. Cn $ 


For beginning, exciting, cauſing, or joining in a Mutiny or 
Sedition in the corps to which they belong, by having taken un- 
lawful, mutinous, or ſeditious oaths, or being inſtrumental to 
their being taken, as alſo for being preſent at a mutiny or ſedition, 
or intended mutiny or ſedition, and not uſing their utmoſt endea- 
vours to ſuppreſs the ſame, or coming to the knowledge of a 
mutiny or intended mutiny, and not without delay giving infor- 


« 


mation thereof to their Commanding Officer. 


« John Daly depoſeth, that Halloway told him that Terence _ 
O'Brien was doing duty at Inniſhannon, and Dominick Gilligan: 
at the Camp Ground, and without their ſigning them he could not 
get them, and when evidence did get them they would ſtand him in 


6s. 6d. as every man who got the articles paid 6s. 6d. to the Com- 


mittee-Man, which was kept for the ſubſiſtence of the wives and 
children of men ſhot and tranſported for the ſame, but told evi- 

dence he would get them for him for half-a-crown next day, as he 
had been at the expence of liquor for him. On evidence walking 

out with Halliday they met Mac Donald of the ſame company, an 
additional gunner, to whom he was introduced as a friend by Hal- | 
oda, when evidence aſked them back to the ſame houſe to drink, 
and M*Donald told him we had put a eoal of fire to the Waggon 
Stores, which was found and put out by a Dragoon who had 
ſtables near it, and that they were waiting for a letter from 
Fermoy Camp, and when they received that they would place the 
cannon on the 3oth regiment's barracks to keep them in, as they. _ 


could not depend on them. The evening previous to the executi- 


on of the men of the Wexford regiment, evidence went again and 


| demanded the articles of Halloway, who told him he was very ſorry 


Oo | for 


eK. 


for keeping them ſo long from them, as he believed it was a means 
of keeping many men of the ſame company with evidence igno- 
rant of the cauſe, and defired evidence if the General gave them 
a halt at Inniſhanvon the next day attending the execution, to go 
to the head Inn, where he would fee him and Ter. O'Brien of the 
2d Fencibles, and would get the articles figned, and after that 
there was no danger, but he would get them ſigned in camp by 
Dominick Gilligan of the Roſcommon,” “? | 
„ Patrick Dougan, of the Galway Light Infantry, depoſeth, that 
we all three went up ſtairs together, and Gi/ligan aſked him if he 
had a mind to know more of the ſecret, when he took out a paper 
and began to read, and ſwore him to be true to the French Repub- 
lic, and take the life of any man that would attempt to diſcover ; 
he then aſked him for a ſhilling, and ſaid he got one from every 
man he ſwore, and on his faying he had not one, a pedlar that was 
preſent took out two ſhillings which he gave to prifoncr for 
Martin Burke, and evidence. „ 6 a 


SENTENCE. 


The Court having taken into conſideration the proſecution, and 

- * priſoner's defence, are of opinion, the priſoner, Dominick Gilllgan, 
is guilty of the crime alledged againſt him in breach of the 3d and 
4th Articles cf the 2d Section of the Articles of War, and do 
therefore adjudge him to fuffer death. * 


John Hargrove, on the trial of Patrick Allen, depoſerh, © that 
about a month ago he was walking by the river near the camp, 
Patrick Allen and other men were there, and Hallhway of the 
Meath, Tankard of the Limerick County, M*Govern and Clancy. of 
the Wexford, Kelſi and. Maguire of the Royal Meath, one of 
the Waterford, and another he does not know—about three or 
four weeks back there was another ſquad, fome of the Sligo, a 
man of the Limerick, about eight or ten—the priſoner was ſitting 
with the firſt party, and called to evidence ; after our talking ſome 

time, allen faid. to Halloway, L think we, may inform Hargrove with 

dur deſign, which I think he will keep ſeeret——Halloway, anſwered 

he wight ; Alen then ſaid they intended writing to the North and 
other parts of the kingdom, to inform them they would go on 
with their intention, the firſt of July, and then: o have the king- 
dom on fire. in both ends and in the middle, and then _ what 


DE oe BS. oo 


- nou Mr. O'Brien, near Bandon, could ſend A and «ith 

friends they had in camp, about four hundred, that thev-intended 
firſt taking the tannon, and then taking the bell-tents, with the 
ſmall-arms, which they-would give to the country-people that 
would be ſent by Mr. O'Brien, and then go put General Caote to 
death, and as many officers as they could, and then retreat t Ban- 
try, and take poſſeſſion of the battery, and keep it if poſſible, till 
the Freund would land; my is al! evidence knows of the PER 
fy Allen,“ : | | 


SENTENCE. 


The Court do alſo find Patrick Allen, guilty of ihe crime al. 


ledged againſt him, and do tnerefore age: him to receive 


Ons THOUSAND LaSHES, 
c 


N. B. Thomas Redmond Found n quo ſentenced to res 


ceive FIFTEEN HUNDRED LASHBs, | 
5 2 


Br. an M*Govern found guilty, and ſentenced to receive rwe | 


HuxpRED LASHES. 


Richard Tankard found Guilty, and eine to ſerve abroad, 
for life, „ | | * 


The priſoner, Michael | Caſtillo found guilty of the had al- 
ledged againſt him, and ſentenced to receive ONE THOUSAND | 


LASHES, and to ſerve abroad for life, 


The priſoner, Corpora Drumgold, found W of dne crime 


ente againſt him, and adjudged to ſuffer DEATH. 


N. B. The priſoner, Corporal Connor, withdrawn from be⸗ 
fore the Court. General Coote proyotny to try him by Coun: : 
Martial oh the Line, | 
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1 Extraft from the 7 FE of Corporal M*Auliff, William Larracy, and Te 


rence O'Brien, of the Second Fencible Dragoons, held at Bandon, on 
the 20th Day of July, 1797, on the following Charge, vi. 


For beginning, exciting, cauſing, or joining, in a Mutiny or 
Sedition, in the regiment to which they belong, by having taken 
unlawful, mutinous, and ſeditious oaths, or being inſtrument] 
to their being taken, as alſo being preſent at a Mutiny or Sedi. 


tion, or intended Mutiny or Sedition, and not without delay gi. 


ving information thereof to their commanding officer. 


Henry Curren, Private in the Second Fencible Dragoons, de- 


poſeth, That about three months ago, priſoner, Corporal M*A4y. 


A, who was Corporal of the guard on which evidence was a fol. 
dier, too k him about two hours before the guard was relieved, 
up the Cork road, with John Purcel, another of the guard, when 
the Corporal told evidence, he was ſorry he was ſo blind, and evi- 
Sence replying he was very ſorry. for it himſelf, the Corporal made 
4nſ, er, that if he would do as they deſired, he would never want 
a friend, a ſhilling, or a drink, while a brother cauld give it to 
to him. Priſoner, Corporal M. Auliſf, ſent Purcell for William Lar- 
racy, aſked them what news ? they anſwering good news ; and 
Larracy ſaid ta me, he always thought me a ſober, ſettled fellow, 


and that he was eaſy, as he believed I would become a brother, 


Evidence ſeeing Dennis Callaghan, the ſlater, coming down the 
road, he defired them to ſtop the converſation ; when evidence 
imagines, the priſoner, M*Aulrff, ſaid, that was the man they 
wanted, and on his coming up and bidding good morning, he 


_ aſked what news? and they anſwered, they believed good news; 


then Callaghan aſked, if evidence was a brother, or did he mean 


to become one ? they anſwered, they believed he did, and Callagh- 


an ſhook hands with him, ſaying, he was very glad to ſee me, and 
and they all aſked me inſide the ditch, and Callaghan gave me a 


book, and ſwore me to keep ſecret what I would hear or ſee, and 
afterwards Cullazhan ſwore me to be true to my brethren ; we all 


then went to Murphy's public houſe, and after getting ſome liquor, 
Callaghan read the articles, which were in writing, to be true to 


my brothers, and never ſee a brother want, while I would have 


214. and to join the French when they fhould come, and ſwore me 
four times to them ; at the bottom of the paper there were two 
hearts, and a tree, which appeared to evidence to be done with 


filk, 


"Py cen. was Pu HB, tw, wed — Aft do, 


3 


Officer of the regiment, 


N 
lk, and Callaghan ſaid he got them from a Mr. O Connor, in the 


Weſt, and that the tree denoted Liberty, and they all ſhewed ſigns 


to evidence, with the hand of Love and Liberty, and the priſon- 


ers McAuliff and Larracy often repeated them, and Callaghan tau ght 


him a catechiſm by which he was to know a brother, both M*Au- 
Fand Larracy told him about the 1ſt of July they meant to have 
a general riſe through the kingdom, to ſeize the cannon and camp, 
to murder the officers, and all who would not join them, and that 
if the French did not come, they thought they could march 
throughout the kingdom themſelves, as they would be joined by 
all that part of the army that were ſworn,Y 


© SENTENCE. 


The Court find the priſoners, Corporal M*Auliff and William 


Larracy, guilty of the crime alledged againſt them, and do there- | 
fore adjudge them to ſuffer DEATH. | pot | 


The Court do find the priſoner, Terence O'Brien, guilty. of the 
crime alledged againſt him, and ſentence him to receive Om 
TaousanND LasHEs, and to ſerve abroad for life. 5 


Extraft from the Trial of James Murphy, Patrick Halvey, Henry 


Hoagens, Valentine Cooke, Matthew Toole, Charles Kelly, and James | 
Condron, Privates in the Dublin County Regiment of Militia, held at 
Cork, on the 15th of March, 1798, on the following Charges, VIZ. 


For beginning, exciting, cauſing, or joining in a Mutiny and 
Sedition in the regiment to which they belong, and being preſent 
at a Mutiny and Sedition, and not uling their utmoſt endeavours 
to ſuppreſs the ſame, and for coming to the knowledge of a Mu- 
tiny, or intended Mutiny, and not, without delay, Guns infor- 
mation thereof to Lieutenant Colonel Finlay, the Commanding 


„ 


James Greenham depoſeth, that # Some time after the priſoner. 
Murphy aſked evidence to go to a meeting of friends that he 
could depend upon; evidence anſwered he would, and went ac- 
cordingly to the houſe of Early, a publican, near South 


Gaol, where he met all the priſoners, James Murphy, Patrick 


Halve, 


. Hatvey, Heury Hodgens, V. alen ine Cooke, Matthew Toole, Carles | 


Kelly, and James Condron, and two men more of the regiment, 
who have fince deſerted, and one Gorman, and another man of 


the regiment that was diſcharged a few days before, When evi. 


dence was wich them about half an hour, an inhabitant, who 
was called Murphy, and ſaid he was a delegate from United 
Iriſhmen, when they converſed together about ſeizing the arms 
of the Dublin County Regiment, and enquiring how many 
United Iriſhmen belonging to the regiment. The priſoner Mur. 
Phy anſwered, about 300 ſuſpected friends, Murpty, the dele. 
gate, ſaid, if there were but 30 friends in the barrack, by having 
them diſperſed up and down in the rooms, when the attack was 
to be made, to give the arms to the trown*s-people,” 


On being aſked whether the delegate Murphy ſpoke of Hard. 
grove, a ſoldier of the regiment, he anſwered, that“ Some time 


' after the meeting I met the priſoner Murphyon South-bridge, when 
he told me he would ſhoot Hardgrove for being ſuch an enemy to 
the United Iriſhmen, ſaying, he would compleat it by getting 


twine, and ſlinging it to a piſtol under his coat, and went back at 


that time to get it, as he ſaid, but afterwards at the meeting it 
was debated, whether Hardgrove ſhould not be put death, when 
it was determined he ſhould not; as, if he was put to death, it 
would be the cauſe of the town being proclaimed, and they 
could do no good at all then. The delegate ſaid, nine-tenths of 
the people of Cork were ſworn,” _ Ong as 


On being aſked whether he ever heard why Murphy, the pri- 
ſoner, ſuſpected Hardgrove for being unfriendly to the cauſe of 
United Iriſhmen, he anſwered—* Yes, I did, on account of his 
betlaving 1o treacherous ro fhem Tf © 


On being queſtioned whether he ever was at the houſe of one 


Donnelly at Glaſsnevin, who were in company, and what paſſed in 


converſation there, he anſwered—* I was in company with the 
priſoners Murphy and Halvey, John Kean, a ſoldier, that deſerted, 

and Donnclly, the man of the houſe. Priſoner Murphy enquired 
which of the officers of the Dublin Cqunty Regiment ane 
death, and mentioned Captain Brabazon and Lieutenant Cole- 
man, and ſome others I do not recollect. The diſcourſe was 


ſtopped by (Kean,) who ſaid it was not right to be ſpoken of in 


common; 


ing up the magazine.” 5 


Michael Gorman depoſeth, that“ After evidence was ſwarn, 
Murphy the delegate, gave the word and fign, which was, com- 
ing in with the left hand covering the right, and ſaying, fiudy, ta 
anſwer, I am determined, which was, for that month, and far- 
ther ſaid, he hoped it would be the laſt, as the general riſing was 
to be ſoop, and that if there were to be thirty men diſperfed in the 
barracks, to give the arms to the town's-peaple outfide, it would 
be ſutticient 3 and that when the riſing took place they would 
take general Myers prifoner, and ſeize the Shannon and Blackpool 
guards.” Ts > | N 2 : 


On being queſtioned whether any perſon at the meeting he 
mentioned, ſeemed to take a lead, or to be particularly attended 
to beſide the delegate, Murphy, he anſwered—* Yes, Murphy, 
the priſoner. or . . 


On being aſked whether Murphy, the priſoner, made any offer 
of his ſervices when the riſing was to take place, and to ſeize the 
arms, he anſwered—* Yes—he ſaid he would head them him- 
ſelf? | | | | | : 


Patrick Flanagan depoſeth, that “ the priſoner, Murphy, then 
wanted evidence to ſwear on ſome papers to turn out at a mo- 
ment's warning, and join the French when they landed, and 
wanted him to kiſs the papers, but evidence refuſed, and turning 
about laid them down by him.” PEO, 


SENTENCES. 


% 'The Court having taken into their conſideration the evidence 
laid before them, find the priſoners, James Murphy, Patrick Hal- 


vey, Henry Hodgens, Valentine Cooke, Matthew Toole, Charles Kelly, 


and James Condron, privates in the Dublin County Regiment of 
Militia, Guilty, being in breach of the third and fourth articles 
of the ſecond ſection of the articles of war; and we do thereby 
adjudge the priſoners, James Murphy, Patrick Halvey to luſter 
death; and the priſoners, Valentine Cooke and James Condron to re- 
ceive one thouſand laſhes each; and the priſoners, Henry Hodgens 


and Matthewv Toole to receive eight hundred laſhes each; and the 
| 85 priſoner, 


1 5 priſoner, - Charles Kelly, to receive five hundred. laſhes in the uſual 
manner. w— V i 


But it having appeared to the Court that the priſoner, Charles 
Kelly, was in a ſtate of the greateſt intoxication, in which he 
continued during their ſitting; and that he may have been taken 
to that meeting for the purpoſe of ſwearing, it not having ap- 
peared that he was ſworn before, and that he was objected to by 
the delegate, Murphy the Court do therefore recommend him as 
a proper object for mercy.” Ek A, | 
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Extraft from the Trial of Thomas Whelchan, Brian Martin, William 
May, William Conlan, Thomas Ready, \Michael Gunley, Mathew. 
| Mareiny ona Gunning, John Bray, Patrick M*Loughlin, and Felix. 
Vitæg e, ald, Privates of the Weſtmeath Regiment of militia, held at 
_ Cork, i he 1 Ih day ef July, 1798.—Confined by order of Lieutenant. 
| General Sir James Stewart, for Mutiny and Sedition, and for diſpoſing 

of his Majeſty's ammunition. 4 e ta; cri LES 


Cornelius Sullivan, inhabitant of Skibbereen, depoſed, that evi- 
dence went to the houſe of John Sullivan, publican, where he.-ſaw 
the priſoners, John Bray and Bryan Martin, and about three or four 
more ſoldiers, but none of the priſoners but thoſe mentioned, and 
one Teady Driſcol, when they came to agreement to ſend a man on 

aſs next dayto Cloghnakilty, to bring the ſoldiers there tothe ſame 
mind that they were, which was to put their Officers and the 
Orangemen to death at Cloghnakilty and Skibbereen, if theydid not 
come to dine at the Leap as was fixed—the men at each quarter 
was to put it in execution, and then take poſſeſſion of the guns 
and arms and join each other, and march io Caſtle Townſend, 
Skibbereen and Bantry, and then to the Kerry Mountains. 7 
Bray was to command the Skibbereen people, and the priſoner, 
Fames Gunning, was the perſon who went on paſs to Cloghnakilty, as 
agreed upon, and when evidence met him after his return he told - 
him they were all ready at a moment's warning, meaning the men 
of the Weſtmeath regiment who were quartered there; and 
three days after evidence was at another meeting at Skihbereen, at 
Jerry or Michael Sullivan's, where the priſoner, Milliam Conlan, and 
one or two more ſoldiers were, and Conlan told evidence they had 
been agreeing juſt on the former plan, and often was told by dif- 
ferent men of the regiment on meeting them to ſame effect, par- 
ticularly from Byan Martin, William Mahady, William Conlan, Thomas | 
Ready, Michael Gunley, James Gunning, and John Bray, with Pat. 
M*Laughtin, but never heard priſoners, Whelchan, Mathew Martin, 
or Helix Fitzgerald, ſay any thing about It—evidence never ſaw. 
Fitzgerald, before he ſaw ball cartridges with Teady Driſco], but 
docs not know who gave them to him. Theſe meetings contiau- 
ed *till laſt Sunday fortnight, when Thomas Ready came to ev! 
dence and deſired him to get pen, ink, and paper, to write a letter 
for him, and get a horſe and man to ſend it by, to Cloghaakilty, to 
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have the ſoldiers there ready to turn out on that night, when evi. 
dence told him he would not do itz and the priſoner Ready, went 
Way evidence ſaw Ready afterwards; when he told him no per- 
ſon could walk through the town without the paſs-word, which 
Was; © all is well, and five pounds for a Croppy's head” —this paſs- 
Word evidence ſays, was among the ſoldiers, and thoſe of their 
party. Major Nugerit who commanded! at Skibbereen, having 


made a figure which was called a Croppy and uſed as a Target 


for the troops to fire at, they had fixed to make the Major bring 


this figure on his back to the Leap; where they were to march 
after putting their Officers to death; and then put Major Nugent 


to death, and the Yeomianry, if they oppoſed them—evidence 
heard the priſoner, (Bray) in particular fay ſo.“ 


Timothy Driſcol, inhabitant of Skibbereen, depoſeth, that 


« The ſignal was the burning of a houſe, when we were to aſ⸗ 


ſemble, and remain on the mountains near the town, till morning, 


the ſoldiers were to have eight hours for plundering the money, 
Ec. of the town, and if they could not get at their arms, the 
country people were to fire a ſhot, to alarm the town, and when 
they got their arms, the country people were to take all the goods 
and proviſions, in the town, towards furniſhing a camp, which 
was to be formed, and were to have gone to Bantry, and if pur- 


ſued to the Kerry Mountains; evidence believes there would have 


been two thouſand men collected in the country, to join them ; 
it was divided-into four diviſions, or quarters, one of which, 
evidence was to command, and had others under him, but on 
finding they meant to take the lives of the Yeomanry, having a 
brother an officer in it, evidence lodged information of all he 
knew, before a magiſirate.” - PHE ot 


SENTENCE. 


„ The Court having conſidered the proſecution, and what the 
priſoners had to offer in their defence, the Court are of opinion, 
the priſoners, William Conlon, Thomas Ready, Michael Gunley, and 
John Bray, are guilty of the crimes alledged againſt them (of Mu- 
tiny and Sedition) and do therefore ſentence them - to ſuffer 


DEATH. 


"The Court do allo find the priſoners, Thomas Whelchan, Bryan 
Martin, 1 illiam Mahady, and James Gunning, guilty of ſame "__ 
: 5 Y 9 
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ind do therefore ſentence them to ſerve for life, in ſome of his 
Majeſty's Plantations beyond the ſeas, —The Court do find the pri- 
ſoner, Patrick Me Lauglilin, guilty of the ſame crime, and lo 
therefore ſentence him to receive 500 laſhes, in the uſual manner, 
and the Court do acquit the priſoner, Mathew Martin and Felix 
Fitzgerald, and the Court do acquit all the priſoners of the latter 
pore of the charge,” | 
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 Hand-bills diſtributed on feveral Occaſions among the Soldiers. 


SOLDIERS 


WHETHER Engliſh, Scotch, or Iriſh, at this apful and 


alarming period, when the legiſlature of the country. ſeem deter- 


mined on precipitating it from one danger to another, let me 


entreat you not to forget you are ſtill men: Seduction made 
you ſoldiers, but nature made you men, Let her call awaken 


every noble and generous ſentiment in your breaſts, never to 


turn your arms againſt your fellow-men, whoſe - crimes are 
hatred to tyranny” and oppreſſion, and a love of liberty. For 


this are we ſtiled traitors and rebels; but by whom ?—By thoſe _ 


who are themſelves the worſt of traitors; thoſe who have. be- 
| trayed the people; who haye rebelled againſt the rights of 

man, and exerciſe their deſpotiſm upon us becauſe we eſpouſe 
their cauſe: | Lou cauſe, - tis a common one, and Engliſh, 
$otch, and Iriſh, are alike intereſted in it, Our tyrants talk 


of treaſon, forgetting there can be none except againſt the 


rights and intereſts of the people. The people could flourih 
and would flopriſh without them; but what are they without 
the people? IT 1s THE PEOPLE PAYS. BOTH THEM AND YOU. Let 


the Engliſh ſoldier conſider the ſeverity, the burdens enormous 
under which his country (which probably contains all his 
deareſt connexions) groans, for the redreſs of which Britons. 


are now united. Let the Scotch ſoldier weigh the ſame conſi- 
derations, (and recollect the recent maſſacres at Tranent,). and 
for the redreſs of which Scotchmen are now united, and then 


if they can, let them condemn us for ſtruggling for liberty, of 


* 


which we ſincerely wiſh them to participate; and if they cans 


not, never let them turn their arms againſt us. The Iriſh 
Soldier cannot forget that he is an 


31 March, 1798. 
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TO THE SOLDIERS OF IRELAND. 
Fellow Citizens and Fellaw Soldiers. 


PERMIT a countryman to addreſs you in a few words upon a 
few plain ſacts, and if any of you feel with me the poſitions I ſhall 
lay down, 1 entreat you by all that can be dear to man, forward its 
influence amongſt your bret hren in arms: but in doing ſo let the 
cautious: conduct you purſue lull ſuſpioion to reſt in thoſe tyrants 
who now under the colour of commanding dare enſlave ſuch brave 
men, as I truſt none of you will fail proving himſelf when the day 
ſhall arrive. e 1 5 F209 


Fir Let me afkk you, is there one amongſt you (particularly 


| thoſe who have been reared in the country) whoſe deareſt relations 
and moſt intimate friends do not reſide in your reſpective counties? 


Tanfwer, none; and you muſt feel if they are expoſed to danger. 


Secondly— Which of you-that has not fosmed in his mind a 
hope of one day (when the period of military ſervice is expired) 


reviſiting his dear friends, and ſpending an honoured age in the 
boſom of his parents in peace and tranquillity, re- animated by the 


ſeenes his boyiſn days played truant in, looking with fond remem- 
brunce on the village that gave him birth, and cheering a lonely 
Winter in the eompanionable ſociety of perhaps a loving wife and 


ring offspring —Y.ou all expect to do ſo; not a man of you but 


mult have formed the moſt fanguine hopes of doing ſo. 


But, my countrymen, what muſt your feelings be, how check 
ur indignant manly rage, when every day adds peril to their ex- 


rence ; when each day gives a melancholy ſad account, (which I 


do notcheſitate to ſay is concealed from you) of their being mur- 
dereti by thoſe Orange - men in power -hunted by thoſe paid to 
defend them in your abſence, and with ſname I muſt add, by ſome 
of our own countrymen, debaſed and degenerated by becomin 

dupes to the murderous Orange faction now lording it Nach 


the land; Irifh blood freezes at the ſcenes of perſecution carried 


on againſt our countrymen, againſt your families and friends ; 
pot an Iriſh heart but beats with redoubled ardour to face ſuch 


blood-hounds, and not an Iriſh hand but would wield a ſabre to 


My 


have revenge! 


repoſe in the grave by the hands of theſe villainoas orange mur- 


man among you feel the injuries your country, yourſelves have 


will be complete, and in the union of the citizen and his brave 
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My countrymen, what can you ſay when you hear of aki of 
blood acting on the yr where your native hamlets once ſtood, _ 
but now no more: Their owhers (your friends) either ſent to ſeek 


derers, or immured in the damp and dreary dungeons of the but. 
tiles of this country, pining in chill deſpondeney, waiting for a 
trial ſeldom obtained, and when obtained, acquirted; after years 
of dreary folitary confinement ! ! Some hurried on board prifer 
ſhips, ſome actually tranſported to the ſettlements on the Couſt of 
Africa, others fent to ſerve in the Weſt Indies, certain victims to 
the climate; of left to rot, chained in the hold of a filthy eoaft 
mg veſſel } Your wives deſpoiled to gratify the inſatiable laſt of 
theſe raviſhers! and theſe ſcenes, my countrymen, ſuffered to go 
unpuniſhed by thofe in power, whom you protect; to whoſe 
frowns your array adds terror; to whom you give your ſupport, 
for unleſs you pleaſe they vaniſh 5; without your protection theſe 
Deſpots fall, theſe deſolators that each day refine! on \ſuch bloody 
deeds would periſh, and your country be free. My brave eoun- 
trymen do not let the world call us daſtards: No, let us ſhew the' 
world we are men, and above all that we are Iriſhmen. Let every 


ſuffered ; the inſults you have received, the ſtripes that have been 
dealt with an unmerciful hand on thoſe brave comrades who dared 
think and feel for their country.—If you do, the glorious work 


fellow foldier, the world (hitherto thought to look down upon us 
with contempt) will fee that we can emancipate our country; we 
will convince furrounding nations that Iriſh ſoldiers have avowed 
and adopted a maxim they will maintain, or periſh—namely, hat 
every man ſhould be a Soldier in defence of Jus Liberty, but none to take 

away the Liberty of others. „„ | | 


| 8 SHAMROC. 
Weſtmeath, 27th March, 1798. 


po 
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| THE great difficulties which the Soldiers have laboured under 
from the lowneſs of their pay, has long been known and acknow- 


ledged, and has been borne by them with an unexampled degree of 
patience» The ſubſiſtence money of the Soldiers, at preſent, is no 
more than three ſhillings and ſix-· pence per week; a ſum inſuffici- 
ent to maintain in any degree of comfort, a ſingle man, and totally 
inadequate to maintain a man who has a wife and family, which 
many of us have; if the pay is compared with that of a labourer 
or a porter in this city, the difference is immenſe.—The pay of the 
failors is now fixed at one ſhilling Britiſh per day, excluſive 
of which they bave a profuſe allowance of meat, of beer, and 


of ſpirit, which keeps them comfortable, and enables them to 


_ fave ſufficiently for the maintenance of their wives and families.— 
We the ſoldiers of the Garriſon of Dublin, who have long cheer- 
fully ſubmitted to a very ſevere Garriſon Duty, and who will not 
even for a moment allow, that we are inferior to any body of men 
in loyalty to our King and Country, have unanimouſly agreed, 


humbly to repreſent to Government the inſufficiency of our preſent 


pay, and that we are convinced, that one ſhilling per day, ſubſiſt- 
ence money, would be a moderate allowance for the Infantry, with 
a proportionate advance to the Cavalry and Artillery, to be paid in 
money and not in paper—and in order to have thoſe moderate and 
_ juſt claims brought to a concluſion, we have determined to remain 
in our preſent quarters, until they are ſettled to our ſatisfaction ; 
and we recommend in the moſt earneſt manner, to every Regiment 
throughout the Kingdom, to affiſt us in obtaining this juſt and 
reaſonable demand. : 1 I „ 


Dublin, April 29, 1 797. | 


The following Hand Bill was diſtributed in Cork in March 
id exciting the Soldiers 10 Mutiny. 


| %%% MENHHI 3 
TWO of your body are to be murdered, and you will be called 
on to be the murderers : you will be told that you have ſworn to 
_ obey your officers, and that you are in danger of being puniſhed 
if you refule to be executioners. But I tell you, you are bound 
to reſiſt ſuch a command, and that the people who have affixed a 


watchful eye on all your proceedings will never excuſe you from 
155 | ſuch 
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ſuch an Act. From the moment the trigger is drawn by which 
they are to be butchered you ceaſe to have the confidence of the 
Refuſe to fire, refuſe to be the executioners of 


Men of Erin. 
your tyrants damnable orders, who dares to call you to account. 


The whole people will defend and ſhield you ; they will feed and 


lodge and clothe you; they will warm you in their boſoms; as 


you behave now your country will conſider you for ever. Oh! 
Militia men, you will all be ſhot one by one, if you don't at once 


put a ſtop to ſlaughter. 


Did you not hear how the brave men of the Carlow militia at ; 
Blaris Camp refuſed to ſhoot two of their comrades; another re- 
giment was called on for'the purpoſe—They refuſed to be mur- 


derers: A Scotch regiment was ſingled out—even they refuſed; 
yet not one of them was puniſhed : Who dare to puniſh you if you 
are true to each other? Now is the time to prove yourſelves. 
' DEATH BEFORE DISHONOUR:.. 
OR, THE FOUR IRISH SOLDIERS, : 
A TRUE STONE 4 peat 


THESE brave men, William M*Kenna, Owen M*Kenna, Peter 


M*Carren and Daniel M<Gillain, foldiers in the Monaghan militia, 
were ſentenced to be ſhot by a Court Martial for being United 
Iriſhmen. They were repeatedly offered their pardon and rewards 
on conditiofi of informing againſt their aſſociates. They choſe death 


before diſhonour, and met their fate like men. They were carried 
upon cars, attended by their clergy, and accompanied by large de- 


tachments of various regiments, from Belfaſt to Blaris'camp, on 


| Tueſday the 16th day of May 1797. Lhe father of Owen M*Kenna 


was delired to interfere in order to ſave his ſon's: life, and to en- 
courage him to inform. His anſwer was, that his ſon ſhould never 
ſave his life by informing, as in that caſe, if thoſe who wiſhed 


his ſon to turn traitor ſhouſ forbear to ſhoot him, he himſelf 
would do it. Upon this the ſon and his three comrades had their 


brains blown out in the preſence of the brave old man. 


The United Iriſhmen have made a handſome proviſion for the 
families of theſe honourable men, as the only token of efteem 


and gratitude now in their power to beſtow. 


Qq 
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Examinations of Doctor Mc. Novin, Arthur O'Connor, 2 Samuel 
1 Neilſon and T, homas Addis Emmet. 


SECRET COMMITTEE or THE. HOUSE or LORDS. 


 Tweſday, yh Augu 1798. 
Daa Wilkam. Yom Mc. Novin foorn.. 


Q. When did vou e an United Akita ? 

About September or October 1796, I became a member of 
the cloſe ſociety of United Iriſhmen ; it conſiſted of ſocieties at 
firſt compoſed of thirty-ſix members, afterwards theſe ſocieties 
were reduced to twelye members; each ſociety of twelve choſe 2 
Secreta and generally a treaſurer. 

Q. What was the next higher ſociety? _ 
5 The Secretaries of five ſocieties formed a lower Baronial 


Committee, out of each of the lower Baronial Committes one 


perſon was choſen to be a member of the upper Baronial, each 
of the upper baronials conſiſted of ten members thus choſen. — 
The next ſuperior committees were in populous towns, Diſtrict 
Committees, and in counties, County Committees; theſe were 
compoſed of one member elected from each Baronial. The next 
ſuperior Committees were the Provincial committees, compoſed 
of two members, ſometimes three, elected from each County 
Committee. 

Q. How was the Executive choſen ? 

4 Each Provincial Committee elected five perſons bs ballot, 
the Secretary examined the ballots, and reported to the perſons 
elected their appointment, but made no report of the election 
to the Provincial, who were thus kept in ignorance of the perſons 
who compoſed the Executive. The Executive had the command 
of the whole body thus organized. 

How were the orders of the Executive communicated ? 


One member of the Executive communicated with one mem: 


ber of the Provincial Committee, he with the Secretary of the 
County Committee, he in like manner with the Secretaries of the 


Barenials and _ Secretaries with thoſe of the n 
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ſerved in foreign armies ? 
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* Was there any omiſfion made in the hſt teſt? A 


A. In the laſt teſt the words were * a full repreſentation of all 


the people,” omitting the words © in the Commons Avus of 
« Parliament.“ Sh 

Q. Why was the omiſſion made ? 

A. To reconcile reformers and republicans, and becauſe theo | 


had given up all idea of reform, and were determined on wars 


licaniſm. 
What was the organization originally? 85 

A At firſt it was purely a civil organization ; but I believe it 
was military in Ufſter about the latter end of 1796, 25 

. What was the nature of the military organtzation? 

A The Secretary of the ſociety of twelve was the petty officer, 
that is, Serjeant or Corporal; the Delegate of five | ocieties to a 
lower Baronial was uſually the Captain, and thus had ſixty men 
under his command; and the delegate of ten lower Baronials to 
the upper or Diſtrict Committee was ufually the Colonel, thus 4 
battalion was compoſed of ſix hundred men. 

Q. In what manner were the higher officers or ſtaff ri ep er F- 5 

A. The Colonels of each county ſent in the names of three 4 
ſons to the Executive, one of whom was appointed by the 
cutive Adjutant General of the county, his duty was to receive 
and communicate all military orders from the Executive. | 

Q. Was any attempt made to procure lrith ys. who bad 


: 


A. Such a plan was formed but not proceeded on. 
2 Did they endeavour to prevail on French officers in England | 
reland to join them ? e ; 
A. They did not. 
* Were any attempts made to ſeduce the army and militia; * 
There were many. 
How were the finances of the ſociety recruited? | 
A Every member of the ſociety paid a monthly ſubſcription; F: 
this fund was applied to the ſupport of priſoners in gaol, to defend 
them on their trials and to extend the union. gy 
. How were the arms and ammunition to be proceed ? 
| A” The general direction was for each perſon to arm himſelf, 
ſuch as could afford it with firearms and ammunition, . others with 
pikes. 


Q. What was the object of the ſyſtem ? : | 4 0 | 
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A. Toeffeta; revolution and eſtabliſh a republic. 
Q. How were emiſſaries appointed to extend the ſyſtem . 


A. They were ſelected by ſome confidential perſon in the dif 


ferent diſtricts. 
. How were the expenſes of the emiſſaries borne F- 


2 Out of the general fund. 


Were the reports of the Secret 5 of the two hou- 


105 X Parliament laſt year accurate ? 


A. | believe they were accurate, fave that they underſtated the | 


number of men and arms. 
Do you know of any depots of arms or ammunition ? 


Py I do not—each man concealed his. own arms, and I believe 


there were, many engaged in the ſyſtem who were not armed. 
For what purpoſe were arms provided? 


* * For the purpoſe of inſurrection, and I think even "PR dif. 
arming the North, the people were much inclined to riſe, but were 


prevented b by a repreſentation from the executive, that it would be 
abſurd to riſe when their Muy were prepared, and they might 
ſoon expect foreign aſſiſtance, I believe they retained more arms 
than were taken from them. 
Q. When did the military organization begin in Leinſter? 

A. In the beginning or middle of 1797. 


Was this organization made with the knowledge and appro-. 


bation of the National Executive, for the purpoſe of revolution ? 
A. It was. 


When was the ſyſtem introduced into Munſter ? 


19 * About twelve er eighteen months ſince, but it did not extend 
rapidly—it went on quietly. 


Was there any conneQion between the union and the Scotch ; 


and ] gngliſh ſocieties ? - 

A. There might have been ſome flight connection between the 
North and thoſe ſocieties, but there was no cloſe connection be- 
tween them and the Union. 

Q. How was the Military Committee appointed and when! ? 

A. It was appointed by the nn, about February, 


$f 
„What was the duty of this committee ? 
| * 10 conſider and digeſt ſuch plans and direct the National 
military force in ſuch manner, as might be neceſſary in caſe 


of inſurrection; and in caſe of invaſion to co-operate with the French. 


Q. Was any plan of inſurrection formed, and when? 


A. Im 1 
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French Miniſter at Hamburgh had given him a letter of introdue- 


%%% 


A. In April or May 1797 a plan of inſurre&ion for the North 


* 


was formed, and heads drawn up in writing, but it was ſoon given 
up and the writing deſtroyed. - | | 


Qs Were any directions given by the Directory to the mem- 
bers to abſtain from the conſumption of ſpirits and other exciſeable 


goods? EY | | „„ 
A. There were, and it was recommended to ſtop the currency of 
bank notes, and not to purchaſe quit- rents. A hand- bill to this 
purpoſe was circulated by order of the Executive, ſtating that it 


was an anticipation of the public reſources which at the revolution 
would not be allowed to ſtand good. . 


Directory of Ireland and Executive directory of France?  _ 
A. There have Previous to 1796 ſome perſons had gone from 
hence to France In 1796 a letter came from one of them, ſtating 


that the ſituation of this country had been repreſented to the 


Directiry, who had promiſed to invade Ireland, for the purpoſe of 
ſeparating it from Great Britain. This letter was taken into ſerious 


_ conſideration by the Executive early in 1796, and an anſwer ſent , 
in April that year, accepting the propoſal on condition that they 
| ſhould come as allies to act under the direction of the new govern- 


ment, as Rochambeau did in America, that they ſhould be paid 


the expences of the expedition, and their troops receive Iriſh pay 


while they acted here. This anſwer was ſent to Paris by a ſpecial 


meſſenger, and the French Directory promiſed that the ſuccours 
ſhould be ſent. | „„ | 


About October or November 1796, a meſſenger came from 
France with intelligence that the ſuccours might be ſpeedily ex- 


pected, and deſiring to know the ſtate of preparation of the coun- 
try. The force to be ſent by France was ſtated to be 15000 men, 


and he thinks if they had landed, when they came to Bantry, an 


inſurrection would have taken place in the North After the 


French expedition at Bantry had failed, there was no communi- 


cation with the Directory till April 1797. Then 00 accredited 


Miniſter, was ſent by the Iriſh Directory to the Directory of France 


by way of Hamburgh.—He may have heard that the Iriſh Miniſter 


had a conference with general Hoche at Frankfort, and that the 


tion 


Q. Have there been any communications between the National 


MS .. - | 5 No. XXXI. 


tion to Hoche. The Iriſh Miniſter was well received at Paris by the 


 NireQory, and continued the accredited Triſh Miniſter there till 
February laſt—ſince that time he has not heard of him, having been 
arreſted in March, and continued in confinement ſince. e be. 
lieves a confidential meeting took place ſoon after April, 1797, 
between a perſon who went from hence, and a perſon in London 


wich reſpect to the diſpoſitions of the French government. The 


next communication of conſequence was in June 1797, when an 
accredited perſon went from hence to communicate with the French 
Directory by their deſire: he went by Hamburgh where he faw 
the French, miniſter, who made ſome difficulty about granting a 
paſſport, and demanded a memorial which was written by the ac- 


credited perſon and given to the French miniſter under the impreſ. 


ſion, that the paſſport would not be granted. 5 

The Memoire was written in England, and contained the ob- 
jects of his miſſion according to the inſtructions which he had receiv. 
ed from the Executive. It began by ſtating that the appearance of 


the French in Bantry- bay had encouraged the leaſt confident of the 


Iriſh, in the hope of throwing off the yoke of England with the aſ. 


ſiſtance of France: That the event of that expedition had proved 
the facility of invading Ireland: That in the event of a ſecond 
expedition, if the object was to take Cork, Oyſter-haven would 
be the beſt place of debarkation: That the perſon who had 
been before accredited was inſtructed to point out Oyſter-haven 
as the beſt place of debarkation; and it ſtated the precautions 
which had been taken by throwing up works at Bantry, Fermoy and 
Mallow. It further ſtated that the ſyſtem of United Iriſhmen had 
made a rapid progreſs in the county of Cork, and that Bandon was 
become a ſecond Belfaſt: That the ſyſtem had made great progreſs 
in other counties, and that the people were now well inclined to 


aſſiſt the French: That 150,000 United Iriſhmen were organized 


and enrolled in Ulſter, a great part of them regimented, and one- 
third ready to march out of the province. It detailed the number 
of the Kingfs forces in Ulſter, and their ſtations; recommended 


 Lough-Swilly as a place of debarkation in the North, and ſtated that 


the people in the peninſula of Donegal would join the French. It 
ſtated alſo the ſtrenght of the garriſon of Londonderry, and that one 


"regiment which made a part of it was ſuppoſed to be diſaffected. 


It 
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It mentioned Killybegs alſo as a good place of debarkation; and 


| ſtated that the counties of Tyrone, Fermanagh and Monaghan, 


were amongſt the beſt effected to the cauſe. In caſe of a landing at 
Killybegs, it recommended a diverſion in Sligo, and ſtated that a 
force of 10,000 United Iriſhmen might be collected to fall upon 


Enniſkillen, which commanded the paſs of Lough Erne: That it 


was caſy to enter the Bay of Galway but very difficult to get out 
of it: That the counties of Louth, Armagh, Weſtmeath, Kildare, 
King's County and City of Dublin, were the beſt organized: That 


the Catholic prieſts had ceaſed to be alarmed at the calumnies which 


had been propagated of French irreligion, and were all affected ta 
the cauſe : That ſome of them had rendered great ſervice in pra- 
pagating with diſcreet - zeal the ſyſtem of the Union, It declared 
that the people of Ireland had a lively ſenſe of gratitude to France 
for the part which ſhe took, and alſo to Spain for the intereſt ſhe 


took in the affairs of Ireland. It engaged, on the part of the National 


Directory, to reimburſe the expenſes of France in the expedition 
which had failed, and of another to be undertaken, The number 
of troops demanded was a force not exceeding 10, ooo nor leſs than 
5000 men. It ſtated that a brigade of Englith artillery had been al- 
ready ſent over, and that a large body of troops would probably be 
ſent if Ireland was attacked. A conſiderable quantity of artillery 


and ammunition, with a large ſtaff, and a body of engineers, and 


as many Iriſh officers «s poſſible, whole fidelity they were aſſured 


of, were demanded as neceſſary to accompany the expedition: a 


recommendation was given to ſeparate the Iriſh ſeamen who were 


priſoners of war from the Britiſh, ſuppoſing they would be ready 


to join in an expedition to liberate their country. It further regom- 
mended a proclamation to be publiſhed by the Freneh General on 
his arrival here, that the French came as allies to deliver the coun- 


try —not to conquer it. It alſo recommended to the Directory to 


make the independence of Ireland an indiſpenſable condition of the 


treaty of peace then depending; and ſtated that a proceeding ſo 


authentic could not be diſguiſed or miſrepreſented, and would very 


much encourage the people of Ireland. It contained alſo an aſſu- . 
rance that the Iriſh militia would join the French if they landed in 


ble force; 
enen e Immediately 
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Immediately after this Memoire was given in to the French mi- 
niſter, a paſſport was granted to the writer to go to Paris, where he 
had ſeveral conferences with people in authority, ſome of them 
members of the Directory: the object of theſe conferences was to 
obtain the ſame aſſurances of ſyccours from them that their agents 
bad before given. The negociation for peace was then going on at 
Liſle. He was told by perſons in authority that they did not think 
the Engliſh Cabinet ſincere, but that if France could get the terms 
ſhe had a right to expect, the Directory would make peace. 

A ſecond Memoire was preſented at Paris by the ſame perſon 
ſoon after his arrival there; its obje& was to impreſs on the Direc- 
tory the neceſſity of expediting the armament for Ireland, by every 
argument which the writer could uſe. 

After the breaking off the negociation and Lord Malmſbury' $ 
return to England, aſſurances were given that the French govern- 
ment would ſend a new expedition to Ireland, and that they would 
never abandon Ireland till ſhe was ſeparated from Great Britain; 3 
and theſe aſſurances have been ſince renewed. 
Was any information ſent to the Iriſh e of the Dutch 
armament in the Texel? 

A. There was in Joly or | Auguſt and that it was deſtined for 
Ireland. 

ok Were there any accounts received from F rance ſince thoſe 

ave mentioned ? 

4 There were three ſeveral accounts between October 1797, and 
February 1798; the two firſt contained renewals of their former 
aſſurances, the laſt a promile of the arrival of the armament here 
in April. 

Q. Was wy diſpatch ſent from Ireland to France during the laſt 
Winter? 

A. There was a diſpatch made up ſome time in the laſt winter 
by the Iriſh Executive, and given to one member of it, who un- 
dertook to have it conveyed to France. The general i import of this 
_—_— was to preſs for the promiſed ſuccours. - 

Were you a member of the Executive ? 


BY 4 I was, 


Q. Do 


4 5 * * = 2 „ 
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Do you ſp cak with certainty of the miſſion to France in . 
77 and of what paſſed at ran in conſequence of it, ang: of the 
two Memoires? . | 
Fl 0 200 
. Have. you read thoſe Memoires 7 
PN Fhave. =. ”; 
2 1 you know they were both acliveradl ? 
. How were the eee of the acer Iriſh miniſter at 
Paris to be borne? 
A. He took a good deal of money with him, either his own 
or raiſed by a particular ſubſcription, and it was intended to remit - 
ſupplies to him when that was expended. 

. Have you ſeen a reſolution of the Leinſter Provincial of the 
19th February, 1798, © That they would not be diverted from 
their purpoſe, by any thing which could be done in Parliament, as 
—_—_ ſhort of the total emancipation of the country would ſatisfy 
them?“ 

A. I have. 

Q. Was it officially communicated by the Provincial to che 
Executive? - | 

A. It was. 
Did you know that a Provincial Meeting was to be held on 

Monday the 12th of March? 

I did. 

2 What was the reform originally required by United Iriſh- 


a, 


A. A ene Houſe of Commons, they thought one ariſto- 
cratic body in the ſtate ſufficient. 

Q. Was any eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment intended by the new go- 
vernment? 

A. No, I conceive that a revolution would of courſe involve the 
demolition of the church eſtabliſhment, and of courſe a relief of 


the poor from tythes, | 
Q. Do you know of any loan being negotiated with France « or 
Spain? 
A. Yes, the agent who was ſent over in April 1797, was in- 
ſtructed to negotiate a loan of half a million or 300, oool. if it could 


be got from France or Spain. | 
: R r Q. Have 


+ 1 
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Q. Have you any doubt of the ſincerity of France? 

A. I have not, I believe inability alone has prevented France 
from invading lreland. 

hy Non you think the maſs of the people in the provinces of 
Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught, care the value of this pen, or 
the drop of ink which it contains, for Parliamentary Reform or 
Catholic Emancipation? 

A. I am ſure they do not, but they with much to be relieved from 
the en of tythes, 3 


Thurſday, 


oy * on 


expedition to Bantry Bay? 
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Thurſday, gth Auguſt 1798. 
Arthur O'Connor, Eſq. Sworn._ 
Q. When did you become an United Iriſhman ? 
A. About November 1796. TOS OR 
Q. When did the Military organization begin ? 


A About the middle of 1798. 
Q. Were you a member of the National Executive? 


A. I was, and continued ſo from November 1796, to January =_ 


1798. | | 
Q. When did the communications with France commence? - _. 
A. Before I was an United Iriſhman, I believe in the middle of 
1796, at the ſame time that the Military organization was formed. 

Q. When was it agreed to accept the offer of aſliſtance from 


. 
A 


France? 


A. I underſtood it was accepted at a meeting of the Executive 
in ſummer 1796.—1 was apprized of the offer and acceptance by 
my brother members of the Executive after I became a member 


of it, and before the arrival of the French in Bantry Bay. 


Was it the determination of the United Iriſhmen in the 
North to riſe if the French had landed ? 
A. The DireQory thought they would riſe. 


. When was the firſt communication from France after the 
A. The firſt which of my own knowledge I can ſpeak of was in 
Auguſt 1797,—lIt ſtated that a fleet lay in the Texel with 15,000 
men on board, and that the armament was deſtined for Ireland. 
I was arreſted and in confinement for ſome months before that 
time. = | | bs: 
. Was it mentioned to the Iriſh Executive where the deſcent 
was intended? TO OA 
A. It was not in the diſpatch which I ſaw. ; 5 
. Was there any intelligence brought of the intended invaſion 


at Bantry? | 5 
A. There was by a Meſſenger who arrived here about November 


1796. | 1 he net 8 
Q. Was there a Reſident Agent appointed to go to Paris in 


Spring 1 ? | | | | 
"4 Thins was whilſt I was in priſon, and a ſecond perſon was 


fent in June following: TI this reren on his return to any og 


en. 


from France about November 1797. He reported that no arma. 
ment was then ready, but that one ſhould ſhortly be ready, J un- 
derſtood that when a French fleet was ready the e 1 
take place. | 
Have you heard that there were ſome converſations on this 
ſubject between pens: of this country and General Valence price 
to October 1796. 
A. I have heard there were, they did not however lead to any 
thing deciſiv ee. 
Q. Was there any connection with. the Engliſh- or Scotch lo. 
cietics * 
A. Any conneQion with them was merely between individuals: 
the Iriſh Executive wiſhed to keep clear of them. | 
Q. _ you know of 2 loan being negotiated with France or 
oy InſtruQtions were given to the agent to negotiate a loan of 
half a million in France or Spain on the ſecurity of the new Iriſh 
Government. Says his ſituation in the Executive was « filled op 
when he left Ireland 3 in January laſt. 


Samuel Nei n, fern. 


Q. When did you become a member of the Society of Vnited 
lriſhmen? | 
A. In Ogg ober 1791, I became a member of the original Society. 

When did the preſent organization commence ? 
i, In ſpring 1792, the affiliated ſyſtem of organization com- 
menced, and has gradually increaſed ſince that time. 
When was the organization completed i in Ulſter? TI 
A On the 1cth of May 1795. 
Q. When did the affiliation begin between Ulſter and the reſt 
of the kingdom ? 
A. From the time that the ſyſtem commenced, emiſſuries were 
ſent to every part of the kingdom for the purpoſe of extending it. 
What was the object then? | 
446 J think to alarm Government into a compliance with their 
objeets, 
When did the military. organization begin in Ulſter ? 
A In Autumn 1796. The object of this organization was ta 
a7 their catures by force. T 
Q. Did 


3 * 


Q. Did you know any thing of the correſpondence carried on. 
with France ? ns „„ 13 „ 

A. Previous to my being arreſted, which happened ir Septem- 
ber, 1796, I had heard "of communications GEE France = 
probability of the negotiations for aſſiſtance being ſucceſsful. 

Q. When were you liberated and on what condition? | 
A. I was liberated in January or February laſt, on condition 
that I ſhould not belong to any treaſonable committee. 

Q. After you were liberated did you not hear of any intended 
attempt on Dublin or Lehaunſtown camp ? EE 

A. I did not till after the arreſts at Bonds. | 

Q. After that, were you very active in adviſing the filling up 
the vacancies that you ſuppoſed had taken place in conſequence of 
thoſe arreſts ? rr Tiny | 

A. I was. 9, Cn T2.” | 

Q. Had you then any information of an intended inſurrection? 

A. Soon after I diſcovered that an inſurrection was decided 
upon and I meant to have given my advice and aſſiſtance. 


. 


Q. Was there a letter from John Sheares found in your pocket 


when you were laſt arreſted? 
„F 8 „ 
What was the object of this letter? . 
A. To diſſuade me from attacking Kilmainham gaol. 

Q. Was there any intention of attacking Newgate? © © 
Al believe there was an intention of attacking it on the night 
I was arreſted the 23d of May. | 33 

Qi. Did you know of any depots of arms and ammunition? 

A. I believe there never were any: the arms were in the hands 
of the people, and they hid them. The manufacture of pikes be- 

an about the time of the military organization. Says the Con- 
vention Bill was calculated to meet every part of the ſyſtem of 
United Iriſhmen. Says Ulſter is not ſo well organized as it was 
a year ago. Says many people joined the United Iriſhmen ſup- 
poſing them to be the ſtrongeſt party in the ſtate, and if their af- 
fairs had been well conducted, he thinks they would have become 
the Government. Latterly their affairs have been much miſcon- 
ducted becauſe the ableſt men amongſt them have been either ar- 
reſted or obliged to fly. Says, that until the laſt two months he 
did not- conſider Government to be well informed, but the late 


arreſts convinced him they were. 
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Friday, 11th Auguſt, 1798. 


{ 

| os t 

Thomas Addis Emmett, Eſq. ſworn. [ 

4 Q. Did you belong to the ſociety of United Iriſhmen ? 0 

: : ooo ls, 3 | i 
Q. Were you 2 member of the Executive? _ 1 

A. I was, —I was firſt appointed in January 1797, and conti. 


nued a member of it till May 1797. I then ceaſed to be of it till 
December laſt when I was elected a ſecond time, and I continued 
2 member till my arreſt. _ 5 1 
When did the military organization take place? 
A. I have heard that it commenced the beginning or middle of 
1796. Its object was to prepare for reſiſtance. This organiza. 
tion was known to and had the approbation of the Executive, as 
returns of men and arms were regularly made to them. The laſt 
military organization proceeded immediately from the Executive. 
When did the firſt communication with France take place? 
A. The firſt l heard of took place about the middle of 1796. 
This was in conſequence of an offer of aſſiſtance from France: this 
offer was in conſequence of repreſentations made by perſons of 
this country reſident at Paris. It was taken into ſerious conſide- 
ration in the ſummer 1796, and accepted by the Executive. The 
_ * firſt communication with France, of which I can ſpeak. from my 
knowledge, was in April, 1797, This was an effort to eſtabliſh 
a permanent intercourſe with the French Directory; to give them 
an account of the number of troops here, and of their ſituation, 
and of the diſpoſitions of the people, and ta ſolicit the aid of a li- 
mited number of troops with arms and ammunition. A ſpecial - 
meſſenger was ſent on this occaſion who was continued the reſi. 
dent accredited agent of the Iriſh Executive at Paris, and has been 
ſupported by private ſubſcriptions. | 7 
Were any diſpatches received from this agent? 
A. In ſome time after his arrival at Paris, he ſent aſſurances to 
the Executive, of aſſiſtance from the French, and that they would 
continue it till Ireland was ſeparated from Great Britain. 


& When 
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Q. When did the next communication with France take place? 
A. In June 1797, a ſecond meſſenger was diſpatched. He was 
ſent in conſequence of an application from the French Directory 
to arrange every thing for the invaſion. His inſtructions were 
pretty much the ſame as thoſe of the former, but he was to re- 
quire a greater quantity of arms. This additional ſupply of arms 
was demanded principally in conſequence of the ſeizure of arms 
in the North which had been made by order of government. 


Q. Was any communication made here relative to the arma- 


ment in the Texel? a =D 
A. Iam pretty certain that a communication was made in ſum- 
mer 1797, that the armament in the Texel was deſtined for 
Ireland. 1 Ih 5 
Q. Was any diſpatch received from France in the laſt winter? 
A. A diſpatch from the Directory arrived in the laſt winter to 
inform the Executive that an armament would arrive here in the 
month of April. No mention was made of the amount of the 
force to be ſent, nor of the place of debarkation, as they were 
aſſured by the Iriſh Executive that wherever they landed they 
would be ſupported. 1 „ . 
Q. How do you account for the people rom.) ſo loyal and well. 
diſpoſed while the French were in Bantry Bay! „ 
A. About November 1796 a meſſenger arrived here from 
France who ſtated that a deſcent would immediately be made 
with 15,000' men. In a very few days after this meſſenger had 
quitted Ireland on his return, a letter arrived which was conſi- 
dered as authentic by the Iriſh Executive, ſtating that the expe- 
dition was deferred till ſpring, when England would be invaded, 
and probably Ireland. This contradiction then threw the Exe. 
cutive off their guard, in conſequence of which no meaſures were 
taken to prepare the people for the reception of the French army, 
The people were left to themſelves... | „ 
Q. Was any diſpatch ſent from this to France in the laſt 
Winter? . . + „„ 
A. About the beginning of January or the latter end of De- 
cember a diſpatch was made up by the Executive, and intended 
to be tranſmitted to the Directory, but the attempt failed. 


0 
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*. When was the Staff appointed? 


A. It was appointed for Leinſter by the Executive in January 
or February 1798. It was thought neceſſary to have an Adjutant. 
General in each county to communicate military orders from the 

Executive. 1 85 N 5 PE 

What was the mode of appointment? 
A. The Colonels of each county returned the names of three 
perſons to the Executive, who appointed one of them. 

Q. What was the purpoſe of the military organization and pre. 

parations ? | 8 FFF 

A. To aſſiſt the French when they ſhould land, and effect a re- 
volution. rr Or DD TL 
Q. When was the Military Committee appointed? 

A. TI believe. in February 1798. Their duty was to prepare a 

plan of co-operation with the French when they ſhould land, or 


of inſurrection in caſe they ſhould be forced to it before the arrival 


of the French, which they are determined to avoid if poſſible. I 
believe the inſurrection which has taken place was brought for- 
ward by the military ſeverities which were exerciſed in the county 
of Kildare, and that if the arreſts had not taken place it would 
*have been kept back by the perſons who were arreſted till the 
French ſhould arrive, as it was their determination to wait for 


aſſiſtance from France. If the French had arrived I am certain 


there would have been a very general and formidable inſurrection 
in every part of the country. | 


_ - arreſt? 


A. He was not. Says the old Fxecutive never meant to ſpill. 


blood, but rather to retain men of a certain rank as hoſtages, and 
if they found them hoſtile to the new government to ſend them 
out of the country. That it was alſo determined that if the wives 
of ſuch perſons did not a& with hoſtility to the new government 


they ſhould be allowed a maintenance out of the huſband's pro- 
perty, and that each child ſhould have a portion, the reſidue to 


belong to the nation. | | 5 
4 Q Did the arreſts on the 12th of March tend to diſorganize 
the ſyſtem? ?; N | 
As. They did. The principal members of the Union were ei- 
ther confined or fled in conſequence of the arreſts, | 


Q. Do 


Was John Sheares a member of the Executive before your 1 


- 
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Q. Do you think the maſs of the people care for Catholic Eman- 
cipation or Parliamentary Reform? | 

A. I believe the mals of the people do act care a "Habs ior 
Catholic Emancipation ; neither did they care for Parliamentary 
Reform till it was explained to them as leading to othet᷑ objects 
which they looked to, principally the abolition of tythes. They 
were alſo taught to conſider that when they became members of a 
democracy their condition would be bettered. 
Q. Was any eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment Intended by the revo- 
lutionary government. 

A. None, certainly. | 3 

Q. How do you ſuppoſe it poſſible for Ireland to remain an in- 
dependent country unconnected with Great Britain? 

A. Ireland is now in a very different ſituation from that in 


which ſhe ſtood at the Revolution: I think oy. Das en out [of 


her connection with Great Britain, 
Q. Explain yourſelf? | 
A. At the Revolution her population did not much exceed a 


million and an half, now it amounts to five millions ; her wealth 
has increaſed in a greater proportion.—l am therefore of opinion 


that ſhe is capable now of ſtanding alone. 
Do you not think it a wiſer and a fairer policy to abide by 
that connexion by which her wealth and population have grown 


ſo conſiderably ? 
A. Ido not. Tthink this migbt be the happieſt country in the 


world if ſhe was eſtabliſhed as an independent Republic. 


How could ſhe exiſt without a thip of war or the means of 
having one. Twelve Britiſh frigates ſtationed around her coaſts 
muſt annihilate the trade of Ireland. How much could England 
diſtreſs her, even in the ſingle article of coals? 

A. I think Ireland would be very much crippled. for ſome 
years; but if ſhe were ſeparated from Great Britain the coloſlal 


ſtrength of the Britiſh navy would be very quickly reduced; and 


as to the ſupply of coal, 1 think by extending our inland naviga- 
tion we could be ſupplied with fuel at home. 


8 8 „ Exiralt: 
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Extracts from the Declaration of John Cormick, of Thomas Areet, in 
the City of Dublin, who had fed from thence and was apprehended 
at Guernſey, July 10th 1798, ED One 


THAT about fifteen months ago he had taken the oath of an 
United Iriſhman—about three months ago Lord Edward Fitzge- 
rald was brought to his houſe by William Lawleſs ,a Surgeon who 
lived in French-ſtreet, Dublin) in order to be concealed there, 
ſince which time, influence by his lordſhip, he had taken a more 
active part in the rebellion by attending ſeditious meetings; that 
during his intercourſe with Lord Edward Fitzgerald his Lordſhip 
ſhewed him two letters, taking care to conceal their ſignatures 
from him—one of which ſtated that the number of diſaffected in 
London amounted to feventeen thouſand, who would rife upon a 
common emergency, but that there were at leaſt one hundred 
thouſand of the ſame deſcription who would not ſhew themſelves 
until the time of actual invaſion ; the other was conceived in near- 
ly theſe terms—* I have juſt received a letter from L. who has 
made application to the truſtees for the advance of 5000. upon 
your eſtates, which they refuſed, ſaying they would make no pay- 
ment ſhort of the entire, and that they would not be able to effect 
that for four months.“ That the date of the laſt letter was ſome 
time in May; that Lord Edward Fitzgerald remained concealed 
in his houſe nearly a month ; he afterwards abſconded, ſearch 
having been made in his houſe for his Lordſhip. 


In his declaration he further /tated, that in the month of March 
laſt a Deputation from the United Britiſh in London arrived in 
Dublin; he knows that there is an Agent for the United Britiſh. 


reſident in Paris, and that there are Agents both for the United 
Britiſh and Iriſh reſident at Hamburgh, but that he is ignorant of 
all their names, except of that of Lewins, who is the ſame perſon 


whoſe initial was written in the Letter ſhewn to him by Lord. 


Edward Fitzgerald. 


Hie acknowledged his being intimately acquainted with this Le. 


wins, who is this Iriſh reſident at Paris; and offered, if his par- 
don ſhould be granted, to correſpond with ſaid perſon, who he 
was certain would write confidentially to him, | 
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Letter from John Sheares, found upon Samuel Neilſon, on the 
: | evening of the 23d of May. 5 
8 1 K, „ 5 : „ 
I have ſought you in every direction, but unfortunately in vain. 
It is now too late to uſe many words upon the ſubject of our intended 
interview; let it ſuffice to ſay that I am acquainted with the de- 
ſtructive deſign you meditate, and am reſolved to countera@ it 


whatever it may coſt me—reſt aſſured that nothing ſhall check a re- 


ſolution which honour, private affection and public duty unite 


to demand the immediate execution of, and that however unwilling 
] may be at any other moment to take the only ſteps which your ob- 


ſtinacy may render neceſſary this evening for the preſervation of my 


friends and my country, I will without heſitation take them. The 
ſcheme you have undertaken I view with horror, whether its eflects 


be conſidered as relating to my impriſoned friends, the deſtruction 


of whoſe property and lives muſt be the conſequence even of your 


ſucceſs, or as affecting Arthur O*Connor's exiſtence, the precarious _ 
chance for which you thus cruelly leſſen, or (what is ſuperior to 
every other conſideration) as enſuring the ruin of Ireland's free- 
dom—In ſhort Mr. to be candid with you, the ſcheme 


is ſo totally deſtitute of any apology even from the plea of folly or 
paſſion, that I cannot avoid attributing its origin to a worſe cauſe, 
and nothing can convince me of the contrary but your immediately 


foregoing ſo pernicious an enterprize. In theſe ſentiments I am _ 


not ſingular, nor in the reſolution. which ariſes from them, and 


ſhould you doubt me, you mult purchaſe conviction on a very ſevere 
coſt : my reſolution and that of my friends is this, if you do not 


by nine o'clock this evening give us every neceſſary and ſacred aſ- 


ſurance, that you will counteract and prevent the perpetration of his 
plot againſt all that you ought to hold dear, notice of it ſhall be 
given to the government without a moment's delay - for we do pre- 
fer that a few miſguided (not to ſay guiity individuals ſhould pe- 


riſh, than that every remaining hope of our country's ſucceſs, and 
the lives of our molt valued friends ſhould be ſacrificed by the ac- 


compliſhment of a ſtupid, perhaps wicked undertaking.— Do not 
feed yourſelf with hope that any conſideration ſhall deter me from 


fulfilling this threat—lf every poignard you could command were 
at my throat I would do my duty did think well of you—l wiſh 
to do fo ſtill you alone can prevent me. —= qa 

I dine at 52, Abbey-ſtreet, where I ſhall expect your anſwer before 
eight ofclock. | | 
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Letter from John M“ Manus to Patrick Gallagher. | 


166) Kilbeggan, 2nd May, 1798. 
| Dear Citizen, 0 Oc 


| Conformable to the informations I received when I. 
laſt had the pleaſure of ſeeing you, immediately on my return to 
the country, I ſent inſtructions to the reſpective Baronies, to have 
their numbers properly returned, their collections made &c, and 
appointed a day for the County Meeting accordingly, (which was 
' aſt Saturday) when to my great morttfication, I was totally diſap- 
pointed, they not having come accordingly to appointment. I can- 
not pretend to account in any manner for this timid conduct on the 
part of the Delegates, but ſurely there ts nothing in my opinion to 
juſtify 1t—T was prepared to go up on OY as requeſted, but 
conſidered it totally uſeleſs, as | was deſtitute of any returns ſaving 
thoſe of the. Barony. I am certain there muſt be a very curious 
idea formed of this county, from ſuch unpardonable neglect, but 
I aHo flatter myſelf that were matters fully known to our friends, 
no blame would be attached to me—from the firſt moment of our 
receiving the Syſtem of Organization in this Barony we loſt not a 
- moment's time—the people are all well prepared, and in four hours 
we can bring to the field 3,400 men determined to ſtand or fall in 
the cauſe of their country, all they want is a knowledge of the 
moment. I am certain the good fenſe of our friends through the 
neglect or intimidation of other Baronies) would not ſuffer ſuch a 
number of brave men to be ſacrificed, and I hope ſtill for the neceſ- 
fſary informations. 15 VV 
From the variable diſpoſitions of the lower order of the people I 
do think many of their Bo. Members excuſable ; it takes and re- 
quires great patience as well as perſeverance, to bring them to a 
proper ſenſe of their duty, and I know the exertions of ſome in par- 
ticular has not been wanting. I have again ſent word for our 
county meeting to aſſemble this week, and inform me when the De- 
legates ſhould be in town with proper returns, &c. 7 


po Your's molt fraternally, 
JOHN M*MANUS. 
Number 


* WU? mw (W tw rw 


FUr 99. 6 Ss. on. + TE | 


A 40 Orange Yeomen infantry Tuelſpaſs. 


No. XXXIV. 1 
Number of Troops in _ Barony. 


70 Northam bend Fencibles i in | this town. 


35 Do. do. Cavalry, Moat. 


With a few more not worth mentioning. 


Ihe fact is, we are determined to put them down in a moment, 
or ten times their number. , 


My brother was in Dublin all laſt wk 0 tell me bs called 
different times, but had not the fortune to meet you within. I 
hope there will be no diſappointment now. e 


326 NN. 
Mr. Grandy's Information. 


to wit. in the county of Wexford, farmer came 


County of Wexford, RICHARD GRANDY of Ballyſtraco, 
this day before us his Majeſty's juſtices of 


2 D—_. 


= 


the peace for ſaid county, and maketh oath upon the Holy Evan. 


geliſts that he this examinant was attacked and ſeized at the crols 
roads of Kilbride in ſaid county on Sunday the third day of June 
Inſtant, between the hours of nine and ten ofclock in the morning, 
as he was returning from a farm he had on the lands of Kilbride, 
by ſeveral perſons armed with guns, pikes, and ſpears; that 


5 amongſt the number were Michael Poor, Thomas Poor, Martin 


White, Richard See, Martin Cothoun, Nicholas Browne, Michael 
White, John Moran and Laurence Moran, all of Kilbride afore- 
ſaid, with many others, whoſe names this deponent knows not, 
though their faces were very familiar to him; that examinant was 
conducted from thence to the rebel camp at Carrick Byrne in ſaid 
county, and in the afternoon of ſame day was brought to Mr. 
King's houſe at Scollobogue in ſaid county; that he was introduc- 


cd into a room where he ſaw Bagenel Harvey of Bargy-Caſtle in 
| - ſaid county, eſquire, William Devereux of Taghmon in ſaid coun- 


ty, farmer, Francis Brien of Taghmon, and Nicholas Sweetman 
of New-Bawne in ſaid county, with a few more whom deponent 
did not know, but believes that John Colclough of Ballytiegue 
in faid county, and a ſon of ſaid William Devereux's were of 
the number; that deponent was cloſely examined by ſaid Bagnel 
Harvey as to the ſtate of Roſs and Duncannon Fort, and whe— 
ther he was an Orange-man or an United- man; that ſaid Bagnel 


Harvey proflered him to take the oath of an United Iriſhman, 


and become one of their community; that at laſt deponent ob- 
tained a paſs from ſaid Bagnel Harvey, with which he came as 
far as Bryanſtown, where he was ſtopped by the guard of rebels 
who were ſtationed there; that he was conducted back again to 
Collop's-Well, where he met with ſaid Bagenel Harvey and ſaid 


Nicholas Stweetman ; that ſaid Sweetman ſigned the paſs he had 


go! from ſaid Harvey ; that he had not gone far before the paſs 
ad been taken from him and torn, upon which deponent was 


taken priſoner to Scollobogue-Houſe, where he was confined till 
, ; | | the 
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the Tueſday morning following, with many other Proteſtants ; 


that about nine ofclock John Murphy of Loughnageer in ſaid county 
who had the command of the Roſegarland rebel corps, and was the 
officer of the guard over the priſoners, had ordered them out by 


fours to be ſhot by his company of rebels, till thirty. five were maſ- 
facred ; that the rebel ſpear-men uſed to take pleaſure'in piercing 
the victims through with their ſpears, and in exultation licking their 
bloody ſpears ; that while this horrid ſcene was acting the barn at 
ſaid Scollobogue, in which were above one hundred Proteſtants (as 
deponent heard and believes) was ſet on fire and all conſumed to 
aſnes; that examinant's life was ſpared becauſe ſaid Murphy knew 


ſaid Bagnel Harvey had given him a pals, and through his interceſ- . 
fion with ſaid Murphy, Loftus Freſſell was likewiſe ſpared; fayeth _ 
they were both tyed and conveyed within a mile of Roſs where they 


met ſaid Bagnel Harvey, Cornelius Grogan, of Johnſtown in ſaid 


county, Eſq. ſaid William Devereux, and many others unknown 
to deponent, retreating from the battle of Roſs; ſayeth that ſaid 


Bagnel Harvey. ordered ſaid Murphy to take the priſoners to his 


lodging at Collop's-well, where he gave a paſs to Loftus Frizzell, 
but refuſed to give one to deponent, leaſt he ſhould go to Duncan- 
non Fort, and report what deponent had heard and ſeen ; faith that 


he heard and believes it to bea fact that ſaid Cornelius Grogan had 
the command of the barony of Fort rebel troops at the battle of 
Roſs ; ſaith that he was taken to Foulke's-mill in ſaid county that 
night, where he continued for two days under a guard dreſſing the 
wounded ; that he was afterwards conveyed to Ballymitty in ſaid 
county, when he obtained a paſs from Edward Murphy, pariſh 
prieſt of ſaid place, to paſs and re-paſs through his diſtrict for the 
purpoſe of curing the wounded ; ſayeth that he was ſent to Tagh- 
mon where the ſitting rebel magiſtrates John Brien, James Harpar, 
Joſeph Cullamore and Matthew Commons were of opinion that de- 


ponent might with the prieſt's paſs have gone back again and re- 
main there, ſayeth that he ſtroled along the ſea fide under the pro- 


tection of this paſs till at laſt he effected his eſcape acroſs the ferry 
of Bannow to Fethard on Friday evening the 22d inſtant, and from 
thence to Duncannon fort this morning; ſayeth that he often heard 


it reported while he was in cuſtody that John Colclough and Iho- 


mas M*Leard, both of Tintern in ſaid county, were very active in 


promoting the rebellion ; and further ſayeth that he ſaw John Deve- 


reux of Shalbeggan in ſaid county, junior, at Scollobogue on 


Monday 
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Monday the 4th inſtant, and that he ſeemed and he verily believeth 
he had a principal command in the rebel army; ſayeth that he like. 
wiſe ſaw Charles Reily of Ramſgrange in ſaid county at the ſaid 
camp at Carrick-byrne amongſt the Rebels very buſy and active to 
promote their cauſe; deponent further ſayeth that he attended 
maſs celebrated by Edward Murphy, pariſh prieſt of Bannow ; that 
after maſs he heard ſaid Murphy preach a ſermon, in which he ſaid 
„ Brethern you ſee you are victorious every where, that the balls 
& of the Hereticks fl about you without hurting you, that few of 
« you have fallen whilſt thouſands of the Hereticks are dead, and 
ce the few that have fallen was from deviating from our cauſe and 
< want of faith; that this viſibly is the work of God, who now is 
& determined, that the Hereticks who have reigned upwards of one 
ce hundred years, ſhould be now extirpated, and the true Catholic 
„e religion eſtabliſhed ;” and deponent ſayeth this ſermon was 
- preached after the battle of Roſs, and ſayeth he has heard ſeveral 
; 1 preached by the prieſts to the ſame effect; and further 
ſayeth that he has heard ſcveral of the rebels who had been at the 
battle of Enniſcorthy and elſewhere declare, that Edward Roche 
the prieſt did conſtantly catch the bullets that came from his Ma- 
jeſty's army in his hand and give them to the rebels to load their 
guns with; deponent further ſayeth that any Proteſtant who was ad- 
mitted into the rebel army was firſt baptized by a Roman Catholic 
prieſt, and that every Proteſtant who refuſed to be baptiſed was put 
to death, and that many to ſave their lives ſuffered themſelves to be 
T „ HIP 
| Sworn before his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace for 
faid county this 23d day of June 1798, at Dun- 
cannon Fort. 5 | 


Bound in the ſum of ew 8 3 Y 8 
hundred pounds to pro- eee IN 
ſecute, when called on, JOHN HENRY LYSTER 
this examination with ef- OHN ns 3 
fed. 5 | Ji KENNEDY, 


RICHARD 'GRANDY. 
[A true Copy.] 
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No. XXXV. 2 
: CENERAL-O'REDER:S.; 


At a Meeting of the General and ſeveral Officers of the United Army 
of the County of Wexford the fallowing Reſolutions were agreed | 
eee: rs ah} W 
Reſolved, that the Commander in Chief ſhall fend guards to cer- 

tain baronies for the purpoſe of bringing in all men they ſhall find 
loitering and delaying at home or elſewhere, and if any reſiſtance 
be given to thoſe guards ſo to be ſent by the Commanding Officer's 
orders, it is our deſire and orders, that ſuch perſons ſo giving re- 
ſiſtance ſhall be liable to be put to-death by the guards, who are 
to bear a commiſhon for that purpoſe ; and all ſuch perſons ſo to 
be found Joitering and delaying at home, when brought in by the 
guards, ſhall be tried by a court martial appointed and choſen from 
amongſt the commanders of all the different Corps and be puniſhed 

with death. | . 


Reſolved, that all officers ſhall immediately repair to their reſ- 
pective quarters and remain with their different Corps, and not de- 
part therefrom under pain of death, unleſs authorized to quit by 
written orders from the Commander in Chief for that purpoſe. 


It is alſo ordered, that a guard ſhall be kept in the rere of the dif- 
ferent Armies, with orders to ſhoot all perſons who ſhall fly or deſert 
from any engagement, and that theſe orders ſhall be taken notice of 
by all officers commanding ſuch engagements. _ 


All men refuſing to obey their ſuperior Officer to be tried by a 
court martial and puniſhed according to their ſentence. | 


It is alſo ordered, that all men who ſhall attempt to leave their 
reſpective quarters when they have been halted by the Commander 
in Chief ſhall ſuffer death; unleſs they ſhall have leave from their 
Officers for ſo doing. | | 5 - 


- It is ordered by the Commander in Chief, that all perſons who | 
have ſtolen or taken away any horſe or horſes ſhall immediately 
bring in all ſuch horſes to the camp at head quarters, otherwiſe any 
horſe that ſhall be ſeen or found in the poſſeſſion of any perſon to 
whom he does not belong, ſhall on being convicted thereof ſuffer 


death. . 
Tt And 
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And any goods that mall have been plundered from any houſe, 

if not brought in to head quarters, or returned immediately to the 

houſes or owners, that all perſons ſo plundering : as aforeſaid ſhall 
on being « convicted thereof ſuffer death. 


| It is alſo reſolved, that any perſon or perſons who ſhall take upon 
| him or them to kill or murder any perſon or priſoner, burn any 
houſe, or commit any plunder, without ſpecial written orders from 


the Commander 1 in Fong ſhall ſuffer death. 
By order of, 


B. B. Harvey, Commander in Chief. 5 


Head warters, Sick Burn Camp, 
une 6, _ . 


Francis Breen, Secretary and Adjt. 


1 


17 
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By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 


A PROCLAMATION: 
CAMDEN, 


WHEREAS a traitorous Confpiracy exiſting within this king- 
dom for the ſubverſion of the authority of his Majeſty and the 
Parliament, and for the deſtruction of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution 
and government, hath confiderably extended itſelf, and hath 
broken out into acts of open violence and rebellion : RD 


| We have therefore, by and with the advice of his Majeſty's 
Privy Council, iſſued the moſt direct and poſitive orders to the 
officers commanding his Majeſty's forces, to employ them with 
the utmoſt vigour and deciſion for the immediate ſuppreſſion there- 
of, and alſo to recover the arms which have been trattorouſly 
forced from his Majeſty's peaceable and loyal Subjects, and to 


diſarm the Rebels and all perſons diſaffected to his Majeſty's go- | 


vernment, by the moſt ſummary and effectual meaſures. 


And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command all his Majeſty's 
peaceable and loyal ſubjects, on their wy e to aid and affſt 
to the utmoſt of their power his Majeſty's forces in the execution 
of their duty, to whom we have given it. ſtrictly in command to 
afford full protection to them from all acts of violence which ſhall 
be attempted againſt their perſons or properties. 5 | 


Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin the zoth day of 
N March 1798. 1 _ 
Clare, C. Char. Caſhell, W. Tuam, Drogheda, Ormonde and 
Offory, Shannon, Altamont, Clonmell, Ely, Dillon, Pery, 
Gosford, O'Neill, H. Meath, Caſtlereagh, Glentworth, Callan, 
Tyrawly, John Foſter, J. Parnell, H. Cavendiſh, J. Blaquiere, 
H. Langriſhe, Theo. Jones, Jol. Cooper, D. La Touche, J. M. 
Maſon, James Fitzgerald; R. Rols, Iſaac Corry, Lodge 
 Morres. =) #5 | 


God fave the King. 
"Tex 
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Notice to the Inhabitants of the County of 


WHEREAS his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in Council 


has in conſequence of the daring acts and depredations committed 
in this country, ordered and directed by his proclamation bearing 
date the zoth of March laſt and by his particular orders thereon, 
that the military ſhould uſe, the moſt ſummary means to repreſs 
diſturbances, and to recover all arms taken from the Yeomanry 

and well- affected, and other concealed arms and ammunition. All 
the people concerned in taking or concealing theſe arms are required 


to give them up within ten days from the publication of this notice, 
which if they do they may be aſſured no violence whatever will be 


done to them or to their properties ; but if they do not, they are 

informed that the troops will be quartered in large bodies to live at 

free quarters among them, and other very ſevere means be uſed to 
"enforce obedience to this notice. | 


And thoſe who have knowledge where arms are concealed are 


called upon to give information, which they may do in any private 


manner to the neareſt civil magiſtrate or commanding officer of 
his Majeſty's forces or of the yeomanry corps; ſecrecy ſhall be 
obſerved with reſpect to them, and they ſhall be rewarded when 
their report 1s proved to be true. 1 77 


Should the deluded and evil diſpoſed among the people in this 


county {till perſevere in robbing and murdering, and committing 
other acts of violent inſubordination to the laws of their country, 


they are informed that the Commander in chief will be obliged 
to have recourſe to thoſe powers with which he has been inveſted 
to bring them to immediate puniſhment. 6 DE 58 | 


Given at Head Quarters at Kildare, 
the 3d of April 1798. 


By order of the Commander in Chief, 


Frederick Maitland, 
- Secretary. 


No. XXXVIn. | 333 5 


By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 
A PROCLAMATION. © 
CAMDEN, 


HIS Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice 
of the Privy Council, has ifſued orders to AL the General Officers 
commanding his Majeſty's forces to puniſh all perſons acting, aiding | 
or in any manner aſliſting in the rebellion which now exiſts in this 
kingdom, and has broken out in the moſt daring and violent attacks 
upon his Majeſty's forces, according to martial law, either by death 
or otherwiſe, as to them ſhall ſeem expedient for the puniſhment 
and ſuppreſſion of all rebels in their ſeveral diſtricts; of which all 
his Majeſty's ſubjects are required to take notice. : 


Given at the Council- Chamber in Dublin the 24th day of 
May 1798. | | 


W. Armagh. Clare, C. Char. Caſhel, W. Tuam. Waterford. _ 
Drogheda. Ormonde and Offory. Weſtmeath. Shannon. Bel- 
lamont. Roden. Altamont. Glandore. Farnham. Ely. 
Dillon, Pery. O'Neill. Carleton. Caſtlereagh. H. Meath. 
G. L. Kildare. Muſkerry. Glentworth: Rofſmore. 'Tyrawly. . 
John Foſter. J. Beresford. J. Parnell, H. Cavendiſh. J}. | 
Blaquiere. H. Langriſhe. Theo. Jones. Joſ. Cooper. D. 
La Touche. J. Monck Maſon. Arthur Wolfe. Rob. Roſs. 
Iſaac Corry, Lodge Morres. | 


God fave the King. 
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Return of Arms ſeized and ſurrendered in ſeveral Diftrifts: : 


Commanders | Guns. > 2 2 5 Sc £8 SS 1 8 Pikes 
jt MESA 
_ Ger. Dundas 29th M port 702 62⁰ 1270 873 5 | | 5 ad 
= 4 | | | oo f 
— Roſs [ug May 9 ST THe: 
| Ditto th July 1128 316 40 537 780 101 106 | 17 
i-— Moore 25th July 300 5 4 „„ 
— Taylot r 440 | 6 | "” s 18 E {710 
| | 
— Dunne o 3 * 2456 | 628 3044 | 481. 1903 
—— Duffe 16th July | 4246 | 303 341 220 55 | al 
— $t. John 17th July a 500 „„ 5 185 || 5000 
— * rn 30 5 1930 37501183 1340 70 13 2540 
11 2 Nugent July 31ſt 15200 350| 700, 1 : 17000 
bo. Skerritt 145 e bd ; ; Of Li 58 - | 8 207 
Gen. Chimpagns July 28th | 3844 44 106 50 1 Fo 83 
— Groſe |1ſt Auguſt 3h, 3] K 8 | | . | 2000 
— Lake open? 10500 | 1 | 1 8500 
Major Hardy — 90 662 | 92 ws 128 39 = + | 3 318 
bees se tes tes 248] arg) 106) 22/706g0 


Tou! 119583 
It appears from the letters of the Generals, that many arms have been ſeized or ſur- 


s - 


remained in the poſſeſſion of the yeomen. Eo 


tendered which are not included in the above returns; in many places they have 
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